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PREFACE. 



NO era^ in the moral wovU, has exeited the 
public curiosity^ or effected the general interest 
of mankind^ more than the discovery of a west- 
ern eontinenty in the year ±^9Z. Attracted as the 
public mind was by that events yet its resulting; 
importance was not then fully anticipated by the^ 
most extravagant hopes^ or the most acute prog- 
nostics* To convert the natural riches of the 
new world to the advantage of the old, was the 
only object which the kings of Europe wished to 
accomplish^ or intended to essay. Neither king, 
nor subject expected that the western wertdE 
would become the seat of empires, independent 
of European rulers ; much less did ihsjf expect^ 
that the future monarehs of the east Hould meel 
in the new world, rivals capaUe of opikisingandf 
defeating attempts at continuing in political sub** - 
jection, 'the descendants of emigrants, led to 
the new continent by cupidity, driven to it by 
persecution^ or banished as an expiation of their 
crimes. 

It was not until long after the first.settlemeijt 
of America by Europeans, that it was sagacious- 
ly observed, that ^< the new world seemed destin- 
ed to give laws to the old/^ The observation 
drew forth but the derision or eontennpt of the 
hearers and readers. A prophecy so improbsAlCji 
and which could not^ it was*supposed>be aeeoiil^ 
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plished* if at all^ in a hundred eenturiesy wasF 
deemed too peurile to be eredite^and too distant 
to be dreaded. 

The Revolutionary war gave the first substan- 
tial proof that materials for all the purposes of 
self government existed in America, In propor- 
tiofl a»the genius and resources of the inhabitants 
i¥ere developed^ in the same degree did ihey find 
advocates in different parts of the world, who 
either saw with pleasure the successful prospect 
which opened itself to the people of the United 
States, (late British colonies,) secretly encour* 
aged and relieved them, or openfy supi)orted and 
assisted them* The happy termination of this 
contest, led to the belief, that the theories of po^* 
litieal prophets wjsre not only probable, but their 
consummation less distant than had been hither^ 
to supposed. 

The United States, having by the treaty of 
peace of 1783, become a nation liy the consent of 
all other nations, had as if to begin the world) 
without any otfier capital than the virtue of the 
•itizcns, and without security against foreiga 
ajggression, except what could be drawn from 
their own courage and patriotism. 

As yet their population was little more than 
three millions of inhabitants; the iftant of a well 
consolidated confederation, rendered the govern- 
ment weak; and the many incidents and difiicul- 
ties attending the attempt to reconcile various 
interests with a general principle, increased tliig 
difficalty » The speculations as to the Ciitarod09ti> 



tinies of the people ivere Tarious. England had 
concluded peace pro forma, but she continued 
hostile in fact. Great Britain was but a small 
island, yet her soTereign was a king over exten- 
sive regions^ and many islands in various parts of 
the globe: the example of several of her colonies 
rejecting her authority* and uniting in support 
of each other^ was dangerous to the parent coun- 
try ; it was found impossible to subdue them by 
force, it was determined to do so by intrigue^ 
corruption* and robbery. 

The colonies remedied one great inconvenience^ 
by forming a general constitution in ITSO, which- 
stands an unrivalled instance of patriotism* wis- 
dom* and justice; a rapid growth of population^ 
and extension of commerce* a cultivation of liter- 
ature* arts and sciences', were fast advancing to ar 
point that would outrival England in every respect* 

As this state of things advanced in Americaf- 
England proceeded to measures of increased vi- 
olence and injustice. Seeking tor pretexts* ia 
principles novel* unknown to other nations* and' 
even contravening her own established practice^ 
she left to America the alternative of submissioa 
to her will* or resistance by war;.thei»tt^r waa 
resorted to. 

The history of the Revolutionary war is al- 
ready before the public. It is a valuable record' 
of what men determined to be free, can do. I'his ^ 
war brought into a phalanx that mass of mili- 
tary patriotism, which under the immortal M ak-- 
3u^l^comIneneed its career of glory at Buak«»- 
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bill ; and termihated it, under the immortdl 
Washington, at York-town. 

l^e task, now undertaken^ must be interest* 
ing to every citizen of the tfbited States. A re-> 
eord of the second struggle against the same en*" 
eniy, who doring seven years of revolutionary 
contest, carried fire andsword^ the bayonet, the 
halter, and die tomahawh, throughout the Unit*- 
ed States, wilf surely be an acceptable treat. 

The military talents which sprang-as if into a 
miraculous existence during the late war ; the 
patriotic courage which displayed itself on every 
occasion ; their successful triumphs in almost 
every battle, are proud proofs, that where genius 
is free to act, and that influenced by an amor 
patriiBf no dsingers are too difficult to overcome^ 
no difficulties too great to be subdued. 

The apparent military and naval power of 
Englknd was, to that of America, at the com« 
meneementof the late war, as that of the lion to 
the lamb ; but the incensed eagle stretched for'*^ 
?ivard his beak* and, with it tore the laurel froDt 
the Unton's brow ; and, flying <^ver the waters^ 
lie wrested wiA his lalans, the tridcj^t from the- 
^ fgtietrcs».ttf:t h » dfrq k^^ 

In giving details of these events, these impeP'* 
ishabje monuments of American glory, a strict 
jregard has been had tc truth, uninfluenced by 
any unwojtby consideration, and it is hoped that 
ibis small volume will be found to contain as ce^ 
pious a vie^ of history as could reasonably b«L 

•jpected^. wilhiO'fioeiitiuusertbcd.a eoiBCUft^ 
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AMERICA seems to have been de^tiiied, hf 
FroYidenee, as the soil which should give birth, 
strength* and maturity to rational liberty: in 
this respect* its discovery must be considered of 
pritne benefit to mankind. Columbus* a lover of 
Justice* would have fixed the residence of lib^ 
erty in South Ameriea* but this extraordinarjfi 
iadventurer became the object of persecuting en- 
vy, he vf9A sacrificed at the shrine of ambition 
and tyranny ; and* the southern peninsula* the 
only part or the western^ continent which Co- 
lumbus bad' visitied* was given up to cupidity, 
plunder* atid the most horrific ill-treatment and 
massaere of its hospitable ioltabitants* The 
fictitious riches* the gold* which it produced, 
invited an early and continued migration from 
the old to the new contihent, insomuch* that ih^ 4 
latter has already 'lost* in a great diegree* its 
original uncultivated aspect ; and* were the gie* 
Bins of its new inhabitants not restrained by the 
policy of its rulers* would* ere now* have advanc- 
ed far towards all perfection* to which man 
•ah aspire. For more than 300 years* has South 
America bowed to the will of ^spots* and man 
has presented but the disgusting contrast of ty- 
rants and' slaves. A patriotic flame blM lately 
diffused a gleam of light through the darkened 

lilmosphsrt ihbkk OY€rs||read Sie £oIiti«al 
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gtoD of the south ; man beging, there to assome 
the character for which God and nature had 
destined him^ and philanthropy may hope, that 
the present generation will not pass away* until 
liberty will smile over every part of America^ 
and all its inhabitants be happy. 

The inordinate ambition of hereditary gov^ 
ernmentsy and their just jc^alousness of each oth- 
er, have given an unbounded spring to the desire 
oF extended dominion and foreign conquests.— « 
This spirit, however injurious, has, in some re- 
spects, contributed towards the inereased know- 
ledge of geography, the diffusion of general in- 
formation« and the facilitating of a social inter- 
oourse between the inhabitants of distant re- 
gions. 

England, famed for the adventurous spirit ot 
its inhabitants, and the unequalled ambition of 
its sovereigns, could not remain an indifferent 
spectator of an European rival taking posses- 
sion of a new world. Expeditions were soon 
formed for the more perfect discovery of the 
new continent. John Cabot, having obt^inedT 
a eommission from Henry the 7th of England^ 
to discover unknown lands, and annex them to 
the crown, discovered the eastern coast of North 
America ; Sir Franeis Drake, subsequently, 
sailed along it ; and England, by right of prior 
discovery, claimed its sovereignty. Gold mines 
are generally confined to tropical climates ; tbe^ 
soil of North Ameriea, contiguous to the sea» 
appeared to be light, sandy, or unfit for profita- 
ble cultivation; the climate was variable and' 
unhealthy; the aborigines were more savago 
and inhospitable than those of the south. Nt^- 
^dequate inducement presented if self to new set<^- 
liw^k wd|u had tin^ iahabita9t» of Engj^adn^ 
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Detessity for qidtfuig tbeir nathre countTy, they 
nevep woald discover a v/hh to transfer tbeii* 
residence to the then inhospitable climate of 
North America. A stimulus i¥a» not long 
wanting. 

The granting of immense tracts of unenltiv^ 
ted wilds to individuals or companies, was not 
likely to induce any >apid settlement. Individ- 
uals might, for the purpose of enhaucing the 
value or their personal fortunes, influence 
emigrants to settle on their new estates ; and 
these settlers, having changed their residenee> 
might be compelled to abide by a choice from 
which it wbuM be difficult or impossible to re- 
cede* But their reports and their fate would 
reach their friends ; emigration would cease or 
be too slow for any eiScient purpose : decrease 
of population, by insalubrity of climate, and the 
inroads of Indians, would be little, if at aH> ovei^ 
balanced by births, and the accession of trans, 
ported felons. 

Man, in all stages, is a lover of liberty, rea* 
son dictates that be has rights ; but this reason 
obscured by artificial ignorance and enervated 
hy habitual bondage, becomes incapable of ac- 
tion, and insensible to the true eitent of his mise* 
ry. The slave feels pain, without knowing 
whence k originates* or how it should be reme- 
died. This observation is strictly applicable 
only to corporeal slavery. The slavery, exer* 
eised over the conscience, is that* in support of 
which lio sophistry can prevail; and^ to whicb, 
no term« no Ijsngth of endurance, can reconcile 
the. sufferer. No prescription can justify the 
practice ef enslavement id any case ; and: no 
slave, however abject will admit it in cases af- 
fecting bifi Qpnseionce. God bas iastUled^ ia4^ 
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the beart of man, certain religious duties ; znS, 
whenever the fulfilment of these is forbidden by 
human edicts, the injured person fears not to 
revolt or seek an asylum against persecution. 
>V]th God on his side, he fears no other powery 
and can be happy in a Mrilderness or in a cave. 

It IS not now necessary to enter into a detailed 
view of the persecutions against Christians in 
Europe. Who that has not heard of them 7 It 
is sufficient to observe, that no difficulties, real 
or imaginary, could deter the persecuted Chris- 
tians from seeking an asylum, where^ free from 
interruption, they might adore their God, a9 
eonseience dictated. America offi?red that asy- 
lum | and to this circumstance it is due, that 
the wilderness is so fast giving way to cultiva* 
tlon, the internal resources of the country have 
been explored and rendered operative, the seem*- 
ing insurmountable objects of the new coun- 
try have disappeared; and .a state of comfort 
equal to that of any part of Europe has beea 
produced. 

This comfort was wickedly marred by the 
British government, while it ruled the Nortli. 
American colonies. A desire to proceed to the 
ahief object of this work, and its limits preclude 
.ing any particular recital of these evils, leaves 
only room to remark, that they were such as to 
erea€e much unhaj^piness in the colonies, to pro- 
duce complaints, remonstrances, and petitions 
to thoi mother country ; -and finally, were car- 
ried' to such excess, as to be no longer sufier- 
able. 

vOn the ever to be remembered 4th July, 1776, 
t]ife people of these colonies, by their represen- 
tatives in eonfg;ress assembled, having published 
a moderate^ but firm> a grievous^ but truQ states 
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mettt of the multiplied injuries, in(K<>ted ontlieiiiy 
by the British king and government^ declared 
that the united colonies •< are^ and of right 
ought to be* free and independent states.'^ These 
United colonies consisted of the states of New- 
Hampshire, Massan'bttsettSf Khode-Island, Con* 
nectiout, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania^ 
Delaware, Maryland^ Virginia, North-Carolina* 
South-Carolioa, and Georgia ; leaving England 
in possessi^iii of the provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova-Seotia* 

The contest, which succeeded, was looked on 
by the world, with astonishment: its novelty 
and its importance excited general intercjat. A 
few people, without anl^rmy, Mfithout armsy 
Witlvout discipline, or munitions of war, without 
money, without allies, opposing their unorgan^ 
ized force against a nation rich and powerful^ 
with numerous ships, armies, and navies, hav* 
ing ^seipline, money, credit, and all the means 
of warfare, and being in possession of (he colo-* 
nies, the inhabitants of which declared them* 
selves absolved from all allegiance to the crown 
of Great Britain, was a crisis of uncommon mc^ 
ment. The contest was long and severe ; a blood- 
thirsty vengeance on one side, led the British to 
the most shameful excesses ; a determination to 
live free or die, guided the people of Americay 
under the direction of the great Wasuington9 
And the other sages and patriots 4n the field 
And the cabinet, to a completion of all they 
panted, all they wished. Tyranny looked down* 
liberty rejoiced, on the completion of the happy 
triumph. 

The wound inflicted on the pride and interest 
^f England, by this disruption of her empire^ 
^^ trulj^reat, hut still greater than was thea 
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eontemplated* Under the dominioii ofEngland^ 
the increase of population would be slow^ the 
increase of commerce and manulaetqres still 
slower : the countrv would be a warehouse for 
British manufactures, the inhabitants, a nursery 
for British armies and navies. It was necessary 
that a people should be free ; that genitis should 
he unchecked, industry unrestrninedy in order 
to prove^ how far free men were superior to 
whatever theory could conceive of them. The 
' experiment has been successfully tried in the 
United States. 

The country of a monarch would not in a cen- 
tury recover from ii\]ary such as had been suf- 
fered b^ the United States. But the people of 
America felt all their toils and losses compen- 
sated by the acquisition of f recede m ; they stood 
erect, and, as if by magic, appeared in all the 
might of a nation. In less than thirty yearsy 
their country shook off the appearance of a howl- 
ing wilderness, their population increased three- 
fbld, their manufueiures inereased so as to sup- 
ply nearly all their wants, and every sea wit- 
nessed their immensely inereased external trade ; 
in short, they became the rivals of England. 

A long course of wari^, and the revolurionary 
war of America, more than any other, increased 
the nationsd debt of Great Britain to a great and 
burthensome amount. To meet this extgeneyy 
as well as to gratify the national wish, and to 
provide for the further and growing charges in 
support of foreign polonies, an inereased trade 
was necessary. l4ie industry of Englishmen 
showed itself in the successful and unparalleled 
extension of her manufactures, and the policy 
of her rulers aimed at an undivided foreign 
4M>mmeree^ ii| support of the home system* 
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The naval successes of Britain, during the 
French war, had nearly accomplished her vast 
design. The ships of Holland, Prance, Portu- 
gal, Spain, and Italy, had nearly disappeared 
irom the ocean; those ef Russia, and the other 
naval powers of the north of Europe, had been 
gained over to the British interest, or destroyed 
by the superiority of her fleets. The United 
States, although in a state of infancy was yet 
the only nation that had virtue or courage suiB- 
eient to move in a just course, uninfluenced by 
intrigue, and.nnintimidated by menace. To- 
wards this nation, Britain for years manifested 
the most ungenerous, injurious and cowardly 
eonduct ; amounting, in its efiects, to war, while 
the United States pursuing an honorable and 
pacific course, was debarred from making repri- 
sal. This one sided war, had it been permitted 
to continue, would have sunk the States in thb 
esteem of foreign nations, dried up the sources of 
their growing greatness, reduced them to a state 
of contemptible imbecility, and, net improbably^ 
to a merited state of dependanee — they might 
again become coionies^-*Britis^h eolonies. 

Hitherto the Americans looked but little to 
kome manufactures, the capital of the merchant 
\¥as employed on the ocean, and the people of 
the interior found suflScient ero[^oynient in til- 
ling the «oil. There wa« a great and profita- 
ble demand for every kind of produce, and the 
citizens were in the habit of receiving manufac- 
tures of all kinds from foreign nations, and par- 
ticularly from England. 

Had England been satisfied to contend for 
commercial superiority by fair means, she 
would long, very long, continue to supply the 
HJnited States with almost evei^r kind of manu* 
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faeture ; but she calculated that the pacific pel- 
icj of the States would conlinuef and chat the 
poiilical disputes among her own citizens "would 
render her a wealL enemy even in war; and it 
is even probable^ that the resubjugation of the 
icolonies were in a ceilain expected event con- 
templated. That event was to be the overthrow 
ef France. I^lad the United States unresisting- 
ly suWitied until the restoration of the Bour- 
bonsy she would then have had war with a ven- 
geance. 

« The history of the present king of Great 
Britaiuy says the declaration of independence) is 
a history of repeated injuries and unsurpatior.s/^ 
This wouldy at this day be a just representation 
of the conduct of Great Britain, from the ter- 
mination of the revolutionary^ to the eonivience* 
ment of the present war. Instead of dwelling 
more minutely o'n it, it is sufBeient to say^ that 
it was so continued, so multiplied and multifa- 
riousy that the United States had no alternative^ 
but submission to wi*ongs by which they would 
he degraded as a nation, or an appeal to arms. 
The latter was resorted to. 

On Monday, the 1st of June, a confidential 
message was received, in both chambers of Con- 
gress, from the President of the United States^ 
"which was r/?ad with closed doors, and rei^rred^ 
in each house, to committees to report thereon. 

The British aggressions, to which the Presf* 
dent, in a particular manner, ^Ued the atten- 
tion of Congress, were^ 

1. Impressments of American citizens while sail- 
ing on the highway of nations, draij^ging them att 
board their ships of war^ and ibrcing them to serve 
against nations in amity with the United States, and 
«ven to assist in aggressions on their fellow citizens 
trhen met on the high seas. 
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% Violating the rights and peace of our coasts 
and. harbours, harrassing our departing commercey 
and wantonly spilling American blood within our 
territorial jurisdiction* 

3. Under pretended blockades^ plandering our 
commerce in every sea, no adequate force being ap- 
plied to render such blockades legal) and their being 
enforced from the date of the notification, by which 
they had a retfrospective effect* 

4. Illegal blockades, under the name of Orders in 
Council. 

5. The employment of a secret agent, within the 
United States, with a view to subvert our govern* 
snent, and dismember the Union* 

6» Encouraging the savage Indians to make wav 
on the people of the United States. 

The foloekade^ under the name cf Orders ill 
Council^ was the only charge which the British 
minister pretended to justify ; and this not oo 
any law of nations^ but as an act of necessary re- 
taliation on Franee« for equally illegal blockades^ 
under the' names of Berlin and Milan Decrees. 
It should lie here remarked* that one of the Bri- 
tish-illegal acts was dated in Mayt ±806, and 
could not be a retaliatic^ny because it was ante- 
cedent to the French decrees. It should also^^ 
]be observed, that the British, after the publica- 
tion of the French decrees, declared that the 
blockade of May, 1806, was comprehended in the 
Orders in Council, dated subsequent to the 
French decrees; thus endeavouring to prove that 
a blockade, actually instituted before the French 
decrees, must be considered as properly com- 
menced after the promulgation of the French 
decTces. 

The object of this manceuvre, was to deelare^ 
that should the French decrees be repealed, the 
repeal of the British Orders in Council should 
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fol1ov» and Uiu9 eacfa belligerent proceed-to re- 
peal their respective edicts^ part passur accord^ 
ing to their respective date§9 until all the offen^ 
sive deerees should be annulled. 

When, however, the French decrees had been 
annulled, the Briti»h, under the most equivocat- 
ing, flimsy, and false pretexts, continued to act 
on their Orders in Council ; until after the decla^ 
ration of war by Amenca. It is true that the 
British government could not be acquainted with 
the declaration of war at the time of the repeal 
of the Orders in Council, it must, however^ be 
conceded, that they were acquainted with the 
American embargo, which, was generally under- 
stood (o be preparatory to war ; nor could they 
doubt that war would be declared, unless they 
believed that America had lost all political vir- 
tue. A state of war superceded all use which 
the British could make of the Orders in Council.. 
Their repeal was marked by the greatest con- 
tempt for, and insult to the United States. 

Mr. Calhoun, fromi the committee of foreign 
relations, to whom the President's message was 
referred, by the house of Representatives, made 
a long and luminous report of the 3d June, ISliZ^ 
irhicb concluded by recommending an appeal 

TO ARMS. 

The report was, after two ineffectual motions 
to have the doors opened^ ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Calhoun, from the same committee, an 
leave given, presented a bill, declaring war be- 
tween Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States, and their territories. This^ 
bill was warmly opposed and debated for twc^ 
days ; when the question being taken, shall the 
said bill pass ? It was resolved in the affirma- 
tive. 
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The Yeas and Nays were as follows v 

YEAS. 

^ewHamtiahire, Dinsmoor, Hall, and Harper.— 3v 

Masaachuietta, Seaver, Carr, Greeny RichardsoDy 
Turner, and Widgerf .— 6. 

Rhodc' Island, jNone. 

Vermont. Flsk, ShaWy and Strong.— 3^ 

Connecticut, None. 

New York. Pond, Avery, and Sage.— 3v 

Kenjo^eraey, Condit, and Morgan.— 2. 

Pennsylvania, Seybert, Anderson, Brown, Rb* 
berts, Findley, Smilie, Lyle, WhitehiH, Bard, Davis, 
Lefever, Hyneman, Piper, Lacock, Crawford, and 
Smith.— -16. 

JDelaware. NbneV 

Maryland. Kent, Uttle, M^Kiin, Ringgold, BrowOr 
and \rcher. — &. 

Virginia. Nelson, Gholson, Goodwyn, Newton, 
Taliaferro, Dawson, Basset, Smith, Hawes, Roane^ 
M^Koy, Pleasants, Clopton, and Burwell.— -14. 

Aorth'Carolina. Alston, Biaekledge, Macon, Kingr 
Cochran, and Pickens.— '6. 

South-Carolina. Wiiliams, Cheves, Lowndes, But-^ 
ler, Calhoan, Earle, Winn, and Moore. — 8. 

Georgia. Troup, Bibb, and Hall.— 3. 

Kentucky. Johnsoo, Desha, New, M^Kee, and 
Ormsby.— 5- 

Tennessee. Rhea, Grundy, and Sevier— 3» 

Ohio, Morrow.*- 1 . 

NAYS. 

New'Bamfishire. Bartlett, and Sullivan.— 3; 
Massachusetts. Quincy, Reed, Taggart, Ely^ 
Brigham, White, Taliman, and Wheaton.- 
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Rhode-Inland. Potter and Jackson.— 3. i 

Vermont. Chittenden-— 1. 
*" Connecticut^ Sturges, Davenport, Mosely, Champ^ 
ton, Tallmadge, Pitkin, and Law.— 7. 

J\^€XihYork. Bkecker, Emot, Gookei Fitch^ Gold^ 

 *^ • J 

V 
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America feared much for the fate of the little 
AmeHcaQ navy. It was also supposed that our 
undisciplined armies must experieoee several 
defeats from the well trained regulars of Eng« 
land ; but those, who knew any thing of the re« 
Tolutionary war, felt no doubt as to what would 
be the event of the present. The wonderful 
exploits, and happy issue, that remains to be re- 
corded, wiJl show, that even the warmest en- 
thusiasts did not probably anticipate renown and 
glory, such as was in store for Atnericans. 

The public prints^ on both sides, were warm 
in their denunciations of their respective oppo- 
nents, and threats of what would and .eould bo 
performed. The following are given as speci* 
mens. 

From the London Courier. 

^( America knows not that the vigour of the British 
empire increases with the necessity of exerting it — 
that our elasticity rises with the pressure upon us— 
that dif&culties only make us more firm and unlaunt* 
ed — ^that dangers only give us the additional means of 
overcoming them. It is in such a state of affairs, iit 
such a great crisis, that a nation like Oreat Britaia 
becomes greater. We are now the only bulwark oT 
liberty in the world— -placed^ a little spot, a speck al- 
most on the ocean, between the old and the new 
world, we are contending with both ; with one arm 
we are beating the armies of the master of the Con* 
tinent of Europe, and vtith the other we shall smite 
his Prefect on the Continent qf America.** 

From tJie ^ew-Yark Morning Post* 

« With a stone and a sling only, America com* 
xnenced the war of ludependence. Without arms, 
without clothing, without money, and without credit^ 
we took the field ; relying upon stout hearts, and the^ 
assiAtance of God for the sacccsi of a righteou^^ 
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cause. The event has proved, that with such reli- 
ances, a tiatloD has nothing to fear. Our country has 
again thrown hself upon the protection of the Lord 
of Hosts ; we need but prove faithful to him and to 
ourselves. Victory will again crown our efforts, and 
peace and plenty reward us for our toils. Who, that 
is truly an American, will despair of the success of 
his country ; who will dare to believe we can be 
otherwise than CONQUERORS ? We had imagin- 
ed this impossible, except with the agents of the ene- 
my ; yet in a crisis so important, not only to us, but 
to posterity, we have found tiiat the spirit of treasou 
has dared to stalk abroad, even at noonday, amongst 
us. Is the enemy so strong in the camp— so confi- 
dent of support, as to hazard a fearless, defiance ? 
We are, it is true, proud to exist in a land of free- 
dom—but when men threaten us with giving the as- 
sistance of their pens' to the cause of our adversaries^ 
who will hesitate to say that such freedom becomes 
traitor^ous !** 

The state of the regular army was, at this 
time^ such as scarceiyto deserve the name. — 
The militiai with the exception of a few uni- 
form companies, in the cities^ consisted of a yeo- 
manry and others acciistomed to parade for a 
few hours each year, some with bad arms^ oth- 
ers without any.. Tb« preparations for war on 
the- landy was confined to an expedition under 
the command of General Hull^ of which notice 
will be taken in the proper place. The navy 
consisted of the following vessels. 

List of Americun VeaeeU^ and their -force. 



President, 


44 


Com. Rodgers. 


Constitution, 


44 


Captain Hull. 


United States, 


44 


Decatur. 


Chesapeake, 


36 


Ordinary. 


New-York, 


3a 


Do. 



i2 
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Constellationi 


36 Or^ary. 


Congress, 


36 Capt. SmitM 


Boston, 


32 Ordinary. 


Essess, 


32 Capt. Porter. 


Adams, 


32 Ordinary. 




CORTBTTB. 


John Adams, 


26 Capt. Ludlow. 




SHIPS OB WAR. 


Wasp, 


16 Capt. Jones. 


Hornetf 


1 6 Lawrence^ 




BBIOS. 


Oneida, 


16 Com. Woolscy.- 


Siren, 


J 6 Lieut. Carol!. 


Argus, 


16 Crane. 




SCHOONBBS. 


Vixen, 


12 . Lieut. Gasden. 


Nautilus, 


13 * Sindair; 


Enterprise, 


12 Blakely. 


Viper, 


12 Bainbridge 


170 Gun Boats, Capt. Shaw. 




BOUBS. 


Vengeance, 1 
Spitfire, f 
£tna, y 


1^ 


Ordinary.- 


Vesuvius, ^ 


\ 



Gemmodore Rodgers, being at New- York, oir 
receiving the President's proclamation, announc- 
ing war, addressed his men on the occasion^ 
oaring their wages and a discharge to such as 
were unwilling to risk their lives with him. A 
general huzza preceded the declaration of every 
individual to << stand or fall with the Commo- 
dore.*' The anchor was heaved, and, before 
nighty the Commodore passed the light-house of 
Sandy- Hook, and proceeded to sea, having un- 
der bis command^ the frigates President, United 
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Startes, and Congress^ and the sloops of ^ar 
Hornet and Argus. The Commodore returned 
to Boston after a cruise of 72 dajs, during 
"which he passed within one day's sail of the Brit- 
ish channel^ passed near the island of Madeira^ 
. and the Azores^ and returned by thQ banks of 
[Newfoundland and Cape- Sable. He made 7 
captures and 1 re-capture; and chased 4wo Brit- 
ish frigates, one of them the Belvidera. This 
-cruise was of great benefit, as it compelled the 
enemy to eoneentrate his force, by which a vast 
quantity of property was sayed from falling into 
the eneniy^s hands. 

The President, while chasing the Belvidera^ 
received a considerable number of shot in her 
sails and rigging, but was not materially injur- 
ed. One of the President's guns bursted, by 
"Which S men were killed, and ninteen wounded. 
By this accident, the Commodore's leg was frac- 
tured. The chase lasted from 6, a. m. on the 2&A 
^une, until midnight. 

On the day after the Commodore sailed, the 
following appeared in the New- York Colum- 
bian, and accounts for the escape of his Britan- 
flic Majesty's vessels of war, Belvidera and Tar- 
tarus, which had been for some days ofT Sandy- 
Book. 

<c It is undoubtedly a fact, that dispatch-boats 
4vith ififormation have been sent off to 4:he Bdtish 
vessels which were cruising off the harbour, since 
the declaration of war. By wAom they , were sent 
off, it is not nect ssary at present to mentiofi. But 
this much may, and ought to be said— that if it was 
done by an American citizen, he has committed trea* 
^an by the laws of the United States, and deserves, 
.and may receive a hanging for it. There is no sus- 
picioni howevcTi entertained, that such an in&mous 
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act has been done by any American. As it has there- 
fore been the act of the subjects of the king of Eng- 
land, whether they are in or out of office, the act is a 
violation of the hospitality which tolerates their re- 
sidence in our city, and calls loudly upon the consti- 
tuted authorities to put the lawn immediately in force 
« gainst aliin enemies, iind to rid the city of spies, or 
at least of such as disgrace their character by acting^ 
in so infamous a capacity^" 

It is however a lamentable faet, tliat the ene- 
my had his adherents within the United Htalesy 
consisting of native citizens, as well al of for- 
eigners. The public were apprised of the in- 
fimous and cowardly means used by the British 
to corrupt the citizens, by the agency of hired! 
incendiaries ainaong whom the notorious John 
Henry vfiis conspicuous. The first effusions of 
the press were watched with care, and ^ the citi- 
zens indignant at the conduct of the British gov- 
ernment; which rendered war not only necessa- 
ry, but unavoidable, were ready to construe 
every opposition to government, into an act of 
adhesion to the enemy. The spirit of 1776 
seemed to revive, and the terms << Whig*' and 
*< Tory,'* were again doming into use. The 
party, which designated itself as <^ Federal,'* was 
long opposed to the officers of the general gov-; 
ernment : and were in the practice of condemn- 
ing, opposing, and thwarting all its measures. 
This part;;, to be consistent, also opposed the' 
war, — There was another party oppo3ed to war, 
merely because it must prove injurious to Eng- 
land ; this was properly a British tory party, 
and should be distinguished from those federal- 
ists, who, notwithstanding their opposition to 
men, we;re yet Jimericans. The tory endeavour- 
ed to screea lumself beneath tJie semblance 4»f 
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JiBideralhm ; and the federalist, who could weak- 
ly fend the m^tskf should not oompl^ui) if hoth* 
fiiiould be taken for tories. 

There were several editors of federal politics 
who deserved and received the applause of their 
political opponents, for cdnduet pursued imme- 
diately subsequent to the declaration of war. 
The following extract from a federal paper^ de- 
serves particular notice : 

JFVom the United States* Gazette, printed at Phita^ 

delfihia. 

« The people of this country, whatever may be 
t'heir opinions of this incomprehe»sible war, demand;, 
and will insist that it now be carried on with the vi- 
gour necessary to accomplish the object of all war, 
honour while it lasts, and real peace and security • 
when it ends." 

A paragraph of a seemingly diBferent com- 
plexion, appeared immediately nfter the decla- 
ration of war, in the « Federal Republican,^' 
printed at Baltimore, and edited by' Mr. Wag- 
ner. It was in the following words ^ 

« We mean to represent in as strong colours as .we 
are capable, that the war is unnecessary, inexpedient, 
and entered into froin partial, personal, and as we be- 
lieve, motives bearing upon their front, marks of un- 
disguised foreign influence, whith cannot be mistake 
en. We mean to use every means of constitutional 
argument, and every legal means, to render as odious 
and suspicious to the American people, as they de- 
serve to be, the patrons and contrivers of this highly 
impolitic and destructive war, in the fullest persua- 
sion, that we shall be supported, and ultimately ap* 
piauded by nine-tenths of our countrymen, and tha't 
our silence would be treason to thera/' j 

The citizens, in a state of high irritationt pro- 
edeied in the evening of the 22d June, to Mr^, 

c . 
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Wagner's printing office* wliieb was destroyed. 
This proeedure was followed by some rioting ; 
and the ^aper was removed to GeorgetowD^ 
(Col.) where it eontinued to be printed. 

On the 7th July, an order wa^ issued from 
the department of state of the tJnited States, re- 
quiring all British subjects to register their 
names, ages, places of residence, persons com- 
posing their 'families, &c* at the office of the 
marshail or the United States, fBr the district in 
which such subjects resided.. This order was 
followed by others directing alien enemies, who 
were engaged in foreigki commerce, to remove 
from the vicinity of the sea or tide water. The 
information constantly conveyed to the enemy, 
.fi'om the ports and harbours of the United 
States, was supposed to render such a measure 
necessary. It wonid be much to the honour of 
the citizens, if this treasonable intercourse wi(b 
the enemy were confined to aliens ; subsequent 
inforniatiori, obtained at the navy department 
of the United 'States, has sufficiently proved that 
several profligate citizens have also held eom- 
niunications with, and supplied the wants of the 
enemy. 

A cartel ship arrived in July, at Boston, from 
Halifax, and deliverc^d on board the U. States* 
frigate Chesapeake, three seamen, formerly ta- 
ken out of that frigate, by the British frigate 
licopard. 

It will be recollected that the Leopard attack- 
ed the Chesapeake in time of peace, while the 
latter was unsuspicious of an attack, and unpre- 
pared for defence. The Chesapeake was fired 
into, boarded, and these men^ taken by force 
from her. 

Betnonstranee on the part of the United 
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States, was made to the British goTemineiit« and 
redress detnanded for this wanton breach of the 
laws of nations. The BritUh. government dis- 
avowed any agency in t\\^ act; but yet promot* 
ed tfie 4:pinmander of the Leopard, not to the 
yard arm of a ship, but to the command of a 74* 
The restoration, of thei^e men had been, for some 
time, promised by tbe British government; it 
was pleasing to see it. effected so soon after the 
declaration of war. Whetlier the war had any 
influence in this transaction, must be matter of 
^Hmjecture, in livhich the reader \vill exercise 
ikis Dwn opinion. 

Ill is is not the only instance in which war 
produced a change to those Americans who >vere 
Jinipressed and confined on board British men of 
war. Several of them, having declined serving 
against their country, were sent to prison as 
prisoners of war, and became entitled to be Tib- 
crated by exchange, l^his mode of treating 
them, after their character as American citi<- 
zens, was acknowledged, was certainly unjust ; 
they should have beea fully released, not hav- 
ing been taken in time of war* or in arms^ they 
were entitled to rank as non-combatants. 

On the 12th July, Mr. Foster, the late British 
minister, and Mr. Barclay late consul, departed^ 
from the United States, at New York, on board 
the British flag of truce Colibri. These gen- 
tlemen were much esteemed for their private 
amiable qualities. 

The iSrst British, victory over the American 
jBeet, happened on the 20th of July* i>n this day 
the United States' scHooner Nautilus, Lieutenant 
Crane, fell in with a fl^eet of tlie enemy, and wa» 
captured, after a chase of eight hours. No 
faoDOur was lost by the Americans on this oc- 
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#88100 ; the vast disparity of force^ rendered re*- 
distance as iinprudent^ a^ it \vouId'be unavailingir 
Tbe brave coniQiander^s sivord was returned^ 
by the British officer^ Com. Brqokc, as* an ^ae- 
knowledgment of the skill and bravery Vf\ih 
which he endeavoured to save his ship. Lieaf* 
Crane, and his crew, were afterguards honourably 
acquitted, by a court of enquiry, of all censure 
in tbe loss of the Nautilus. 

On the 17th of this same month, the frigate 
Constitution. Captain Hull, chased a British fri- 
gate into a British fleet, and was chased in turn^ 
on tbe following morning, by the enemy, consist- 
ing of a sliip of the line, four frigates, a brigf 
and a schcjoner. The chase continued 60 hours. 
The Constitution arrived safe in Boston. The 
great address, by which Captain Hull saved his 
ship, drew forth the admiration of the enemy, 
and the applause of his countrymen. . 

It was the wish of the Americans, as they 
also endeavoured in a former war, to induce the 
Indians to be neutral. Huniaiiity and civiliza- 
tion plead in favour of a principle which would 
not add savage barbarity to the other evils of 
war ; but unfortunately, the policy of a ^* mag- 
nanimous" enemy was different. The Ameri- 
.oans soon learned that the enemy had leagued 
.^ himself with the ruthless savage of the wilder- 
ness ; the known warfare of the tomahawk aiid 
scalping- knife was to act in concert with the 
modern invention of rockets ; in short, all means 
within the power of the enemy were to be com- 
bined agaipst the people of the United States. 

The fir^t act in which* the aZKed Indians and 
British signaUcned themselves, was in the taking 
of the fort of Michilimaekinac. on the 17th aF 
July, 1812. The garrison eonsistjog of^7 cf. 
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fective ineii» including offidbrs, vfVLS commanded . 
by Lieutenant Hanks, of the artillery. The 
£rst notice he received of the declaration of war, 
"ivas in th^ form of a summons, to surrender the 
fort and island to hi» Britannic majesty's forces. 
The enemy, contemplating a state of war, had 
been for some time preparing an expedition for 
the attack of Miehilimackinac. The place of 
rendezvous was St. Joseph^ a British garrison^ 
distant from MichUimackinae, about 45 miles. 
So prepared were the British, that they were 
enabled to embark the next day, after being ap- 
prised of the declaration of war. Lieutenant 
Hanks having received information on the 16thy 
Off the hostile attitude of the Indians, sent Cap* 
tain Daurman, of the militia, to watch the mo* 
tion of the Indians; he embarked about sun-set» 
and met the British forces withiir ten or ftfteeit 
miles of the island, by whom he was made pri« 
sOner. Every possible preparation was made by 
the 'garrison to resist an attack, if such should • 
be attempted ^ but the appearance of a powerful 
enemy, with artillery, seaiing-ladders, &e. indue** 
ed Lieutenant Hanks itk submit to terms of capi* 
tuIation> by which the fort was stu^rendered to 
ilie British forces, commanded by Captain Rob* 
erts. Tlie American garrison was made prison* 
ers, and sent t» the United States, not ta serve» 
antil regularly exchanged. "^a 

The 'British force consisted of regular troops^ 
46; Cana^an militia, ^0; Indiana^ Tl^.— To« 
tal, 1021. 

The probability of aa ^ipreaehing war hadi 
determined the UnRed States' governmettt to »- 
|iopt some mieasiu^es necessarily preparatory to 
that event. . 

flielVtb Idmreh> 1812, Major James^RJItiiB^ 
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lany, of the infantpy/was directed by tlie seere^ 
tapy of war, Dr. Eustis, to proceed to Philadel- 
phia^ and ascertain the state of forwardness in 
which Ihe clothing for the new troops was.; This 
was executed, and report liiade accordingly. 
On or about the 12th April, orders were received 
at New-York, to commence the recruiting ser- 
vice. By this time the U. S. was divided into 
military districts, and Major JMiillany appointed 
to the command of the western district, (New- 
York.) With his noted zeal and activity, be 
arrived at Geneva, on the 20th April, ±812, and 
loeated there, with necessary instructions, a val- 
uable officer, (Captain Mydert M. Dox.) In a 
few days, the officers assigned to this district, 
were supplied with funds and instructions, and 
martial music gave awful warning of w hat was 
likely to follow. The difficulties that ignorance 
and treacherous opposition excited, is no way in- 
teresting at present. Manly exertion, guod judg^ 
ment, and a righteous cause, surmounted every 
scheme of faction, and soared successfully over 
every species of prejudice. Citizens most noted 
for acrimonious sarcasms towards the measures 
tiecessarily adopted at that period, soon buried 
ffaeir mistaken apprehensions in the national 
good, and were amongst the most active in aiding 
the f^fforts of the officers of the army* 
"" On the 26th of May, a circular order was 
iransmitted to the following officers, having for 
its object the concentration of the recruits of the 
westem district, at Canandaigua, to organise 
them for the field, viz. 

Captain Dox, Infantry, Geneva. 
* Captain M'Keon, 3d Regt. Artillery, Canandaiguaj. 

Captain David Scott, Infantry, Batavia.^ ^ 
> Capt^ R. H, MorriS| Infantry, Caj^ug^ ' 
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1 St Lieutenantj Wm. Clarke, Infantiy, Auburn. . 
1st Lieutenant,, J6bn M. O'Connor, 3d Regt. Ar- 
. • • tillery, Buffato. 

ist Lieutenant, Samuel Chipman, Infantry, Bath» 
2d Lieutenant, W. Martin, Infantry, Lima. 
2d Lieutenant, Henry Whiting, Infantry, Buffalo. 
By Order,. — J. R. Mullany, Maj. Comdg. 
Signed, — ^J. H. Rees, Lt. 3d Artillery, Adjt. 

The official neivs of the deeiaration of war* 
reached Major Mullany on the 27th June, 181 2$ 
one day later than the express with it to the 
British, passed Canandaigua, (the head-quarters 
of the district.) The inan employed on this oc- 
casion, by the fViends of England^ \vas a; citizen 
of Albany, well known by several real patriotic 
Bien, residing in the western country., on whom 
he inipQsed. He stated that he was conveying^ 
espi'es}, the news of the declaration of war, to 
Fort Jfiagarttf in conseqiieDce of which strata- 
geiHy he succeeded in obtaining every facility^ 
th^t money and horses could give him ; and thus, 
did the Bi^itish reeeive the news one day before 
it wa« known at Canandaigua, from whence may 
be dated the fall of Michilimaekinac^ and a 
train of other disasters on the frqntiers. Having 
delivered the despatches at QueenstowDy he re* 
turned immediately. He met General Peter B» 
Porter at Batavia^ who questioned him on the re* 
port then general; of such an express haying 
passed, but he very adroitly escaped, and was a- 
gain interrogated on his arrival at Canandaigu|i» 
by Majoi^ Mullany, who was closely watchinghJt 
return. He soon discovered him, and placed hiiq 
under guard, after reading to him the 57th ar- 
ticle of the articles of war* . Hid deposition wa» 
taken before a master in fthancery, and forwaitl* 
ed to Go^ruor Tompkins^ the same nighty whom 
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ii reached in i}wriy hours^ distance 208 mile^ 
The gentlemen who employed the despatch were 
talten prisoners, and held to bail, and evidence 
given Ihe governor, that, although the despatches 
did communicate' the vote of Congress, declaring 
war,still the communication vfn^simphj mercantile. 

^ At this time the settlers on the Niagara fron- 
tier beeame^much alarmed; they were daily 
threatened with a visit from the Indians, and 
their houses no longer offered them safety or 
protection. Several settlements bad been aban- 
doned, and nothing was heard along the frontier, 
In imagination at least, bftt the hostile yell of the 
relentless savage. 

The following letter (not hitherto published,) 
was, on this occasion, directed to Major Mul- 
lany : 

Black Rocky June 28, 4 81 2i 
Sir, 

There is every reason to believe that the British 
meditate an attack on fort Niagara, and that it may 
be attempted within twentf-four hours from this 
time. If they once pass the river, it is impossible to 
•ay how far they may proceed.— Under, these verv 
urgent circumstances I dispatch an express, to re^ 
^ucst that you will immediately march the men tin* 
der your command to our assistance. Although yott 
may not have received orders authorizing you t^ 
comply with this request, I am persuaded the occa- 
sion will justify you, as your men can be of no possi- 
ble use af Canandaigua, or any ether place along the 
south shore of the Lake, and are undoubtedly intend- 
ed, ultimately, for this place. Bring with you all the 
arms and ammunition m the Canandaigua arsenal. 
In great haste, yours respectfully, 

PETER B. POR I ER, Q. M. CL 

^ . 0/ the State of /^evf- Yorh 

^ MAiOR Mull AWT, > . ^ 
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. Ma^op Mullanjf io consequence of tlierecejpi • 
of thijs letter, inarched with his eprnmnnd for the 
protection, of the Niagara frontier. 
, Another evidentlj^ material precaution^ was the 
st^itionittg a ccmipetent force in the Michigan ter* 
ritorj^ for the protection of the inhabitants^ 
against the incursion of the eneqay^ as well as 
for the purpose of acting offensively, if such 
should be* deemed priident. General Hull had 
beeif at the seat of government in the spring 
previous to the declaration of war, where he 
made arrangements for conducting a force to 
Detroit. He accordingly proceeded to Dayton, 
on the Mad river, one. of the waters of the great 
Miaml^ 60 miles by land, and about 75 miles by 
water, from its mouth. Here Governor Meigp^ 
of the Mate of Ohio, surrendered tor the general 
the coi^mand of 1500 volunteers, who had been 
raised for this purpose, and were cemmanfted by 
Colonels JM'Arthur, Cass, and Findlay, |)y the 
ejection of the volunteers. 

On the 27th May, Generar Hull pitched his 
tent in camp M<*igs, when, the troops being form- 
ed in a hollow scjjuare, the flag of the Unit^^d 
States was unfurled^ on which occasion, a shorty 
but animated and impressive address, was de- 
livered by Colonel Cass. 

' Oa the l^t June, tfie 4-tb United States' regi- 
tnent,, commanded by Colonel Miller, joined 
General Hull, when he resumed his march, and 
Reached the rapids of the Miami about the last 
of June, having then nnder his command about 
2500 men. 

From Dayton to Detroit,, a distance of more 
than 150 miles, the army had to cut a road through 
the wilderness; the land was soft or swampy, 
and the labour of bringing on carriages apdaf?* 
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- tillery^ excessive. The Indians showed little dis- 
position to obstrnct the passage of the troops. 
Governor Meigs proceeded with the army as far 
as the Urbanna« where he held a council with 
some Indian chiefs, when it was agreed, that 
peace should be maintained between them and thd 
United States. The General put on hoarda ves* 
del, the baggage and hospital stores of thearmy^ 
with an officer and SO men. with directions to 
sail for Detroit. 'Vhe British having be^n ap- 

, prized of the declaration of war» captured the 
vessel at Fort Maiden, mouth of Detroit river j 
and thus the armv suffered a serious loss. 

On the evening of the l^th Jul>, General Bull 
crossed the river Detroit^ livhieh divides th« 
United States' territory of Michigan fram th6 
British province of Upper Canada, and fixed his 
head q^uarters at the town of Sandwich, al>out 
two miles within the British province, FronT 
thisplaee Im^ published a proclaj[nation> of whieh 
the following is a copy : 

BY WILLIAM HULL, 

Srigadier General and Commander of the J^ortk 

Western army of the United States : 

A PROCLAMATION. 

JjfHABtTAvnS 07 CaNADA, 

After thirty ycara of peace and pfosperity, the 
United States have been driven to arms. The io ju- 
ries and aggressions, the insults and indignities of 
Great-Britain, have once more left them no alterna- 
tive but manly reaistnnce, or unconditional submis- 
sion. The army under my command has invaded your 
country ; the standard of the union now waves over 
the territory of Canada. To the peaceable unofTend- 
ing inhabitants, it brings neither danger nor difficulty* 
I come to find enemies, not to make them. I come^ 
to protect, not to injure you. 
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/Separated bj an immense ocean, and an extensive 
ifrilderneas, from Great Britain, you have no particif 
pation in her councils, no interest in her conduct. 
You have fejt her tyranny ; you have seen her in-, 
justice ; but I do not ask you to avenge the one, or 
.to redress the other. The United States are suffici^ 
e^tly powerful to. afford every secuniy^ consistent 
with their rights, and your expectations. I lender 
you the invaluable blessing of civil, political, and re* 
. Iigious liberty, and their necessary resultj individusU 
«nd general prosperity; tliat liberty which gave de- 
cision to our councils, and energy to our conduct, iii 
a struggle for independence, wi>ich condurted us 
-safely and triumphantly through the stormy period of 
the reyolution^-the 4iberty« Vhich has raised us to 
. an elevated rank among the nations of the world % 
and which afforded us a greater measure of peace 
and security, 6f wealth and improvement than ever 
fell to the lot of .any people. In the name of my 
.country, and the authority of government, I |xromise 
yoi^ protection to yqur persons, pi^operty, and rights ; 
remain at your homes; purspe your peaceful and 
customary avocations ; raise not your hands against 
your brethren. JMany of your fiathfcrs fought for 
the freedom and independence we now enjoy. Be« 
4ng children, therefore, of the same family with us, 
and heirs of the sapie heritage, the arrival of an army 
of friends must beliailed by you wijth a cordial wel- 
come. Vou will be emancipated ffom tyra«my and 
oppression, and restored to the dignified station of 
-freedoiDp Had I any doubt of eventual success, I 
might ask your as^F>tance ; but 1 do riot.^ I come 
prepared for every contingency— I have a force which 
.will break down all opposition, and that force is but 
the van-guard of a much greater. If- contrary t^ 
your* own interests, and the just expectations of my 
country^ you should take part m the approaching «:en- 
test, you will be considered and treated as enemies^ 
and the horrors and calamities of war will stalk be- 
fore you* If the barbarous and savage policy of 
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Great Britain be pursued, and the sarages arc' let 
loose to murder our citizens, and butcher our women 
and children, this war mil be a war of ext^-rmination. 
The first stroke of the tomahawk— the first attempt 
with the scalping-knife, will be the signal of one in- 
discriminate scene of desolaticm. No white man> 
found fighting by the side of an Indian, will be taken 
prisoner— -instant death will be his lot. If the dic- 
-tates of reason, duty, justice, and humanity, cannot 
prevent the employment of a force which respects 
no rights, and knows no wrong, it will be prevented 
by a severe and relentless system of retaliation. I 
doubt not your courage and firmness— I will not 
doubt yoiar attachment to liberty. If you tender 
your services voluntarily, they will be accepted rea- 
dily. The United States offer you peace, liberty, 
and security.— Your choice lies between these and 
war, slavery and destruction. Choose then ^ but 
choose wisely ; and may he who knows the justice 
of our cause, and who holds in his hand the fate of 
nations, guide you to a result the most compatible 
with your rights and interests, your peace and bap* 
piness. 

By tlie General, 

A. P. HULL, 

Cafitain of the ISlh United States* regiment of Infafi^ 
try^ and Aid^deCamfi, Head-auartersy SanditdcA^ 
/u/yl3, 1812. 

WILLIAM HULL. 

, This proclamation was well caloulated to in- 
spire eoD^dence, and secure the friendship of the 
Canadians. The Amerti-an troops were in high 
spirits, anxious to be led against the enemy^ 
pMDst at Fort Maiden. The British force, eon^ 
sisting of regulars, militia, and Indians, was in- 
ferior to the Americans, as appeared by the offi- 
cial communication of the British general Brock, 
to his governoieiit. The moment seemed fa- 



Hf STORY OF THE WAtt» 57 

mouraMe to strike an important, perhaps a deoi^ 
sive blow. The Indians, exi^epC ar few of whom 
liad joined (he British, remained iicutral, watch- 
ing with their usual sagacity, until they eould 
discover on what Mde victory was likely to* perch ; 
oeurly^ali the Canadian militia had deserted^ 
Colonel M^ Arthur was detached with 150 men^ 
to the river Thames, wliere he captured a con- 
^^'rable quantity of ammunition, arms, and 
blankets. Some hundreds of Merino sheep were 
captured by another detachment. 

On the 15th July, Colonel Cass, with about 
SOO men, rcconnoiiered the enemy's posts. The 
Colonel ascended the . river Aux Canards, to a 
ford, where he crossed, and descending on the 
$outh side, attacJied and repeatedly drove a par- 
ty of the enemy's regulars, which was ^stationed 
at a bridge, five miles above Anilierstburg, the 
enemy having formed and returned three times; 
night put an end to the pursuit. The Americans 
returned the following day to camp without in- 
terruption. Frequent skirmishing was kept up 
between other detachments of the American 
army, and the enemy, in the neighbourhood of 
Fort Maldeii. The time of attacking Fort 
I^lalden was determined on at a council of field 
ofiieers, and preparations made for advancing to 
the attack, when, by an unexpected order, the 
plan of attack was abandoned,. and Canada eva- 
cuated on the 8th August, shamefully leaving to 
their fate, the Canatiians who had joined the 
American standard. 

- This gave time to (he enemy to be reinforc- 
ed, and it soon was rumoured ia the \'*nerii*aa 
earn p, that the commanding olHc^r intended to 
surrender his army, in the event of an attack by 
the enemy. Thi& seemed so unaccountablcf 

n 
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at a time^ben superiority of foree was on the 
American sidey tiiat the officers badsi^esolved^ in 
the event of tho rumour being well iVxv^itded, to 
divest the general of his command. I'fae exe- 
cution of this plan was prevented by the ab- 
sence of two commanding officers ofregiments^ 
who were ordered on detachments. The Brit- 
ish being reinforced by about 400 men^ and thd 
Indians becoming more decided, General Brock 
advanced, and took a position opposite to Detroit^ 
where, without interruption^ he established a 
fimali battery. 

On the l^th August, the town of Detroit was 
summoned to surrender^ which being refused, a. 
firing began from the British batteries, whicb 
was retarned by the Amcrieans, and eontintied, 
with little effect, until night. At day-light, on 
tbe 16th, the firing re-eommenc^d on both sidles^ 
the enemy commenced the landing of troops be- 
low Detroit, which being soon effected, they 
inarched in close column of platoons, twelve ia 
front, toward the fort of Detroit. 

Against this body of troops not a shot was fir- 
ed, although it advanced in a situation within 
the range of the Apierican cannon. When the 
British I'cached within 100 yards of tho Ameri- 
can .line, orders were given by Gen. Hull for the 
troops to retreat to the fort ; and soon after, the 
foi*t was surreiidered; and the American army 
became prisoners of war. 

By a proclamation immediately issued by the 
British commander, CGen. Bi'ock.) it appears 
that General TiuU had also surrendered the ter- 
ritory of Michigan. 

This was a severe and unexpected blow against 
the Americans. It gave rise to a court martial 
M the conduct of General flnii^ which will be 
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ifOtieed iri^ its proper place ; it^ in a great degtee, 
destroyeil the coniifleri^e the Canadians had in 
the government and arms of the United States ; 
it determined the Indians to take part M^ith the 
enemy ^ and led not only to a prolongation of the 
^var, but to many» or perhaps all of those savago 
acts of murder^ in which the Indians were sub- 
sequently engaged^, against tUe citizens of tha 
United States. 

General HulU in his official aecounty states^ 
•that at the thno the enemy advanced against Dc- 
Iroity he coidd not bring into the field more than 
GOO men* that the regular force of the enemy^ 
i]\en advancing) was muoh more than that num- 
berj and twice that number. of Indians. 

An oflicial letter from Colonel Cas8» who had 
a command nnder General f lull^ put the business 
in quite a difierent light, concluding with the foK 
lowing paragraph. 

" 1 was informed by Gen. Hull, the morning; after 

the capitulation, that the British forces consisted of 

"1800 regulars, and that he surrendered to prevent 

the effusion of human blood. — -That he magnified 

their regular force nearly five fold, there can be no 

'doubt. Whether the philanthropic reason assigned 

<by him is a sufficient justification for surrendering a 

fortified town, an army, and a territory, is for the go- 

.-vernment to determine. Confident I am, that had the 

courage and conduct of the General been equal to 

the spirit arid zeal of the troops, the event would 

have been as brilliant and successful, as it now is dis- 

astrous and dishonourable.'* 

The British official aeeount is positive as to 
the inferiority of tlie enemy's force. 

The following extract from the official report 
•of Sir George Prevost, will show- how weak the 
-^aiTisan of Amh::rstburg» or Alalden was, at 
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the iimeyfhen General Hull passed into Canada'^ 
having then under his command nearl}^ 260O 
men. 

<« The garrison of Amlierstburg consisted (at the 
time when General Hull passed into Canada,) of a 
*Eubaltern's detachment of the royal artillery, com"- 
mandedby Lieutenant Troughton ; of a detachment 
of 300 men, of the 4 ijst regiment, under the com- 
xnand of Captain Muir ; and of about as many df the 
jnilitia ; the whole under the command of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel St. George, inspecting field officer o( 
militia in the district." 

A few dajs before the surrender of Detroifcf^ 
Major Van Hom^ of Colonel Findley^s regfiment 
of Ohio volunteers^ was detached with about 
£00 men, to proceed to the river Raisin, to rein- 
foi'ce Captain JBru$h» who^ with a company of 
Who volunteers, were escorting provisions for 
the army. At Brownstown, a large party of 
Indians formed an ambuscade, and the major's 
detachment received a heavy fire al a few yards 
from the enemy* The whole detachment re- 
treated in great disorder, and could not, by 
any exertion of Major Van Horp, be rallied.-^ 
On this occasion, there were 7 officers and 10 
privates killed, besides a considerable number 
wounded. 

Before the return of Major Van Horn, an- 
other detachment consisting of 600 men, under 
the command of Lieut. Col. Miller, was ordered 
to proceed to the river Kiiifiin, to open the com- 
munieadon to the river, and protect the provi- 
sions, which w^rc under the escort of Captain 
Brush. Lieut. Col. Miller marched from De- 
troit on the 8th August ; and on the 9th, about 
4 o'clock in the afternoon, the v^n guard, com^ 
manded by Capt. Snelliog, of .he ^tk U; 8. regi* 
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metit, was fired upon hy un extensive line of In • 
. dians and British, at the lo>Yef part of Maguagp^ 
about 1^ miles from Detroit. Capt. Snelling 
maiatained his ground in a most gallant man- 
ner, under a very heavy fire, until the arrival 
of the main body, under liieiit. Col. Miller, when' 
a gcseral attack was made on the enemy, who 
was eoinpelied to retreat before the Americans. 
The route continued until fatigue, and the ap- 
proach of night, rendered it necessary to desist 
IVom further pursuit. 

A short time previous to the surrender of De- 
troit, a provisional agreement was entered into 
by General Dearborn, and Colonel Baynes, the 
Ijriti^h adjutant-general, tlrnt neither party 
should act oftbnsively before the decision of tho 
American government should be taken on thie 
subject. This suspension of hostilities, was* 
f^rounded on a letter from Sir Heovgo Prevost, 
Governor of Lower Canada, to Gfeneral Dear- 
born, suggesting the probability of a general 
suspension of hostilities, in consequence of a pro* 
posed suspension or repeal of the British orderr 
in council, of which Mr. Foster, late mini$»ter 
to the United States, had received advices on his 
arrival at Halifax. Whether Governor Prevost 
seriously believed all which he represented, or 
tliat the suspension of hostilities, which did not 
include the operations, of Detroit, was intended 
to favour the British iirwiy in that quarter, can-i 
not now be determined; it, however, enableoj 
the British to reinforce General Brock, and pro- 
bably ^contributed to the fall of Detroit. I'he 
American government^ viewing the Bvitish pro* 
position as coming in an indirect manner, offer- 
ing no satisfactory security for its observance^, 
^aod adhering with little Tariation to their for- 

»2 
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iner pretences, did not hesitate to disagree to 
the proposal. The armistice terfiiinated on the 
8th September. 

The disgraceful surrender of Detroit was, in 
some degree, to be compensated for, by the 
bravery of American seamen. ,Oii (he 19th 
Aug. 1812, the American frigate Constitution, 
Captain Isaac Hull, tbll in with his Britannic 
majesty's frigate Guerriere, Captain J. B. Dvl^ 
eres, in lat. 40, 20, N. Ion. 5d, W. and after a 
severe action of 30 minutes, during which th& 
Americans displayed great superiority in taetics 
and courage, the British ship surrendered. 

The Guerriere suffered so much in her rig- 
ging and hull, and was so entirely disabled, that 
it was found impossible to tow her into port ; she 
wasofeourse burnt, by order of Captain II ulU 
as seon as the prisoners were removed. 

The Guerriere had been ftJrmerly a French 
44, but was rated only at 38 ; she carried 49 
guns. 

The following oiSeial aeeount of her capture 
from (he French, by the BritiBh navaF captain, 
Lavie, plaees this point in an indisputable view, 
as the advocates of Britain, sorely hurt by this, 
proof of the superioritv of American naval tae- 
tics, endeavoured to misrepresent the relative 
size and force of the American and British fri- 
gates. 

From Capt. Lavie to Lord Keith* 

Blanchcy Yarmouth^ July 26, 1806. 

« My T-oiii> — 1 have the honour to acqunint you of; 
my return to Yarmouth to day, having in comp ny 
the Guerriere frigate, commanded by Monsieur Hu- 
bert, of the Leg^ion of Honour, whom I captured on? 
the 1 9th insi in long 62, off the Faro Iplands, after 
H sharp contest of 45 miiiutes. 
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f* Le Gkierrterc is of the largest class of frigates, 
mounting fifty guns, witK a complement of 3 17 men,^ 
but they were very soon sadly reduced by our de-* 
structive fire, and the ship has also suffered very se- 
verely, while the damages of the Blanche wf re c1>n*- 
fined to the topmasts, rigging, and' sails. . , 

« THOMAS LAVIE/' 

Ttif! following IS a return of the killed and^ 
pounded. 

On board the Constitution, one lieutenant of ma- 
rines,and six seamen — Total killed, 7. Two officers,, 
four seamen, and one marine — Total wounded, 7. 
Total killed and wounded, 14. 

On board the GuerrierCj killed 15, wounded 63, 
missing 27- — iotal, 105. 

TFie "nrost enthusiai^tic joy was manifested 
tliroughout every part of (he United States, on; 
the arrival of advices of this engagement. Cap- 
fain Hull and his men received, wherever they 
appeared, the most unbounded applauses. Thanks 
were voted by^ Congress, and by several publie 
liodies^ and Congress appi'opriated 5Q,000 doU 
lars^, to be given to the officers and crew of the: 
Constitution, vas an indemnification for the loss 
sustained by the destruction of the Guerriere. 

Her navy was the chief boast of England, and 
on it was her chief reliance f yet she was des* 
lined to meet her greatest wounds and disasters: 
on the watery element. 

On the 17th July, the British appeared before 
Sacket's Harbour, with the Royal George, of 24i 
guns, the , Prince Regent, of 22, Elmira, of 20, 
Seneca, of 18, and another armed vessel, . A^ 
message was sent ashore, demanding the surn 
jpcndcr of the American vessel of war, the One-* 
Ida ;. and a]so the l^ie British schooner^ J)[elsfMi9, 
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seized for a breach of the revenue laws. A 
eomplianee with this demand being perempto- 
riiy refused^ the enemy advanced within gun 
shot« A firing began from a S2 pounder ashore, 
and was returned by the squadron, which stood, 
off and on. A brisk cannonading was continued 
for more than two hours, when a shot from the 
32 pounder having raked the flag ship of the 
enemy, as she was wearing to give another 
broadside, the squadron fired a few guns, and 
bore away for Kingston, the citizens greeting 
them with the good old tune of ** Yankee Doo« 
dle,^ from all the music at the post. The Bri- 
tish shipping appeared to be much injured. Not 
a man lost on the American side. 

The steadiness of the Aaierican troops, and 
the alacrity with which the neighbouring detach- 
ments and volunteers, to the amount of nearly 
5000, assembled for the protection of this im- 
portant post, was, at this early stage of the war, 
a pleasing presage of what might be hereafter 
expected, when men would bteome more inured 
to danger. Col. Bellinger eommanded the A- 
Bierican troops. Capt. Woolsey, who command- 
ed the Oneida, having sailed froni the harbour, 
and reconnoitered the enemy, returned and 
moored his vessel, with a spring on her cable, 
near the battery; and giving the command oC 
her to his lieutenant, he went ashore and took 
command of the 32 pounder, which, under his 
direction, did very considerable damage to the 
«nemy. 

The Frigate Essex, Captain PoHer, sailed on- 
a cruise, from New York,, on the 3d July, and 
arrived in the Delaware, the 7th Septembop., 
On the 13th August, the Essex fell in with tl)e^ 
Bciiiah sloop of war Alert. The Alert bore^ 



down, and commenced an action, which lasted 
e%ht minutes; she vi^as much ciit to piecesy had 
seven feet \yater in her hold when she struck, 
and three men wounded. The Essex received 
no injury. 

Captain Porter having thrown the guns of the 
Alert overboard, despatched her as a cartel ta 
St; John's, in Newfoundland;, with nhout bOO 
pvisoaers whieh he had taken in the Alert, and 
from other captured vessels. 

This .measure was adopted in consequence of a 
written agreement between Captain Porter of 
the Essex* and Captain Laugharne of the Alert. 
It was calculated to convenience both parties, 
and to lesrsen the evils of warfare. A proposi- 
tion originating in the humanity of the American 
commander ought to have been met by the most 
prompt and faithful acquiescence by the prison-* 
ers, and the British commanderjji Lieutenant 
P« Wilmer was senf in command of the Alerts 
whieh was to be saiit'd by her own crew* so great 
was thb confideifce placed in their honour ; yet it 
s^ppear^ that the crew took the command of the 
vessel from Lieutenant Wilraer, and went on 
shore without submitting in any manner to his 
controul. Admiral Sir T. Duckworth, who 
commanded at St. John's, countenanced thisconr 
duct in the Grst instance, but afterwards submit- 
ted to the arrangement, which, he nevertheles9» 
contended, was << utterly inconsistent with the 
laws of war." 

Governor Prevost, of Lower Canada, issued 
a proclamation on the 19th September, by which 
all citizens of the United States are ardered to 
quit Canada by the i5th of October; till which 
time they may depart with their moveable pro- 
perty, by permission of three of tbQ council* 
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After that time, every citizen of the Unitedr 
States^ found in Canada* will be treated as a pri- 
soner of war^ unless he has taken the oath of al* 
legiance. 

A considerable force having been assembled in 
the neighbourhood of Niagara river* under the 
command of Maj, Gen. Stephen Van Rensseiaerr 
with the view* as was generally understood* of 
effecting a descent upon the British provinee of 
Upper Canada; a strong and impatient desire 
was discovered among the troops to It^y their 
strength against the enemy. This gradually rose 
to such A height* that resistance to it seemed 
scarcely* if at all possible; patriotism was pass- 
ing the limits of subordination. ^^ This (sajs 
the general in his official communication to Gen. 
Dearborn) was expressed to me througli various 
ehannels* in the sliapo of an alternative ; that 
they must have orders to act; or* at allhazards^ 
they would go hmne.^' 

Impelled by this consideration* the general 
made dispositions for the intemled attack on the 
British post at the heights of Qucenstown. Some 
information gained from a person who was en- 
gaged to pass over to Canada* and who returned 
safe* seemed to wari^ant an attack* which, bc^ 
sides the immediate object might have a eon- 
trolling effect upon the movements at Detroit^ 
where it was understood the British General 
Brock had gone, with all the force he could spare 
from the Niagara frontier. 

An intention to transport troops across the 
river, on the morning of the 11th October* was 
frustrated through means of a boatman, selected 
for his skill ^and steadiness ; but who, going a- 
head in the extreme darkness, passed the intend- 
ed place far up the river* and there fastened bis 
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iMMittothe shore^and abandoned the detachment 
In this front tioat nearly eVery oar belonging to 
all the boats were deposited. The expedition 
was given up, and the detachment returned to 
can)p. . 

I'his circumstance, so far from damping the 
ardour of the troops, seemed to give additional 
force (o the desire of encountering the enemy.— 
A second attempt was determined on. 

A detachment from the 13th regiment con- 
sisting of about 500 men under the command of 
CoU Chrystie, and about .SOO niHitia, command* 
ed by Col. Van Uensselacr, received orders from 
the general to 4;ross the Niagara River on the 
morning of the ISth inst. which was in part ef- 
fected before day, under a very heavy and de- 
structive fire of grape and musket shot from the 
British. 

In crossing the river, three boats with troopF 
one of which contained Lieut. Col Chrystie, 
were carried by the rapid current of the river 
for below ttie point of landing ; and as soon as 
Col. Chrystie's boat touched the shore the only 
guide to the ground Jeft the colonel. 

In eonsequence of this disaster not more than 
200 men, at first efiected a landing. Those few, 
however, marched on under a heavy fire, and 
formed a line on the front ofthe battery, where 
they were sheltered by a bauk, upon the summit 
of which there was a battery, which had proved 
very destructive to ofiicers< and men. From the 
fire of this battery, and that of a house on their 
right bank, CoL Van Rensselaer was wounded, 
and likewise Capt. Armstrong, Capt. liawrenee, 
Capt Wool, and Lieut. Lent ; killed, Lieut. Yal- 
leau and Ensign Morris, all of the lath. 

GoL Tan Rensselaer's wounds were severe, a 
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baH passed through his right thighs entering just 
heiow the hip bone ; another shot passed through 
the same thigh a little below ; a third through 
the calf of his leg, and a fourth cartoused his 
heel. Lieut. Col. Chr^^slie did not arrive until 
some time after this, and was wounded in his 
hand, in passing the river. Col. Van Rensselaer 
was still able to stand ; and« with great presenee 
of raind^ ordered his men to procq^ftaiid storm 
the fort. 

Sixty determined nien^ led by Capt. Qgilviey 
seconded by Capt. Wool, (though wounded) and 
Lieut. Kearney, Lieut. Carr, Lieut. Hugginan, 
and Lieut. Hammons, Ensign Reeve, of the ISth^ 
Lieut. Randolph, and Lieut. Gansevoort, circu- 
itously mounted the htights, gave three cheersy 
and immediately charged ; and, after the third 
charge, gained complete possession, which they 
Yept about ten hours. Among those sixty were 
ten of the militia. During the time they had 
possession of the heights, they received some re* 
inforcement. Lieut. Col. Chrystie efitcted his 
landing, and a body of militia, amounting, in the 
whole, to about 500. Cel. Scott superseded Capt. 
Ogilvie in the command ; soon after which I he 
British received a reinforcement from Foris 
George and Chippawa, amounting to about liOO, 
including Indians. *The Indians were soon re- 
pulsed and driven to the wood. 

Capt. Ogilvie, of the 13th regiment, who led 
the detachment that succeeded in taking the re- 
doubt upon the heights, was much exposed while 
at the top of the precipice; he resolutely continu- 
ed brandishing his sword as a signal to his men 
to advance. The exertions of Capt Wool, iu 
vpng ^M) his men, after he was wrounded^ were 
spirited and conspicuous. 
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After tills, both parties i^ere considerably re- 
ioforced, aad the conflict became severe and 
general ; Uie encifiy was compelled to retreat at 
every point of attack^ and the route was follow- 
ed up, with great spirit by the Americans, 

Reinforcements continued to arrive under Capt; 
Gibson, of the artillery, Captains Mackesney and 
Lawrence, of the infantry ; and Colonels Mead^ 
Allen, and Stranahan, of the militia. A little 
before 2 o'clock in the afternoon. Gen, Wads- 
%vorth9 Lieut. Col. Chrystie, and Maj. Mullany^ 
passed over. The enemy, at this moment, re- 
ceived a reinforcement of several hundred Indi- 
ans from Chippawa, and commenced a furious at- 

* This statement is given from the best account 
that could be procured. The compiler has^ Col: 
Mullany*8 authority in sayings that, this was the fifth 
time he passed tjver during the engagement. From 
an official report of Col. MuUany to Gen. Van Rens- 
selear, dated 5th Jan. 1813, (the original of which 
is in the office of the War Department, but which 
has not been published) the following extract is 
given ; 

<( I cannot in justice close tins communication, 
without expressing my astonishment at the omission 
of its (Col. Mullany^s detachment) arduous, its des« 
perate duties in your official detail of that day, al- 
though indifferent as to niyself, satisfied I will yet 
have justice done, when the scenes of that enterprize 
are better known. Many of my officers merited a 
full share of public notice ; and, from my know- 
ledge of yoo, Sir, to a want of correct information, I 
ascribe the cause of complaint." 

Gen. Van Rensselaer, in reply to CoL Mullany^ 
dated Albany, Jan. 23, 1813, acknowledges and re- 
grets the omission in his official detail, in which the 
services of the Col. and his command were omitted* 
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taeky but were promptly met^ and routed by the 
rifle and bayonet. Yictory seemed complete. 

The General observing a hesitation in tlic em« 
barkation of troops^ he passed over.toaccellerate 
their movements. Could the details of this day 
be here closed^ all would be honour, all would 
be glory to the American eharaeter. But it must 
be recorded ; alas ! it cannot be concealed^ that 
no persuasion of the general, or of Lieut. Col. 
Bioora, who, although wounded, rode through the 
camp, nor of judge Peck, who also cxertea hipi- 
eelf on this occasion, could influence the remain- 
ing troops to pass into the boats. A large rein- 
foreement from Fort George, soon afterwards 
Was seen coming up the river ; this reinforce- 
ment obliiqued to the right from the road, and 
fornied p junction with the Indians m the rear 
of the heights. 

The superiority in numbers of the British and 
their Indian allies induced the American officers 
to hold a consultation, at which they were dis- 
posed to dispute the ground they held ; but a 
note was received from Gen. Tan Rensselaer, in- 
forming them he could afford them no assistance, 
and that he would cover their retreat at the bat-, 
tery at Fort Grey* and furnish boats to re-cross 
the river ; and finding by Col. Stranahan that 
the ihiiitia would no longer act, a retreat was re- 
solved upon. They retreated in good order, with- 
out the loss of a man, to the margin of the river 
but, to their extreme mortification, not a boat 
was their to receive them, nor did any arrive. 
After remaining in this extremely painful situa- 
tion about H^uarter of an hour, this little band 
surrendered to about five times their number. 

Previous to this, however, a cdunm of British 
regulars advanced, commanded by Gen. Brock. 



UlSTTOBT OV rHB VAB^ H 

N, 

The British GeneraVs horse was killed by apri- 
irate of the Darae of WilfcloWf who was enlisted 
in Orange county ; shortly after which thi* gen- 
eral liiniself fell, within pistol 8ho^of the Ame« 
rican troops. "^ 

The enemy consisted <^f a part of the 49th re- 
gimenty who with Gen. Rro^eh, had signalized 
themselyes in Egypt, and from their valour were 
called the invineibles; Before this they h^d ne- 
ver been known to give an inch of ground, and 
acknowledged, after the surrender, they had ne- 
ter fought with such brave men. They treated 
tlieir prisoners with tenderness and respect, and 
allowed them as much merit as brave men could 
desire. The number of American troops killed 
amounted to not niore than 60, and about 100 
"were wmmded^ Tke-fiumber of ^^siiSTS;, JUl9l\t* 
ding the wounded, amounted to abi^t TOO. 

But the victorious enemy, though generous 
and tender to those who, by the fortune of war^ 
liad fallen into their power, imposed no restraint 
tipon their Indian altfes from strippingand scalp- 
ing the dying and the slain that remained upon 
the field of battle. Capt. Ogllvie himself saw 
the lifeless body of Bnsign Morris stripped even 
of its shirt, and the skuUof one- who had beenr 
wounded, was seen cloven by a tomahawk. 

The general, in his offii^al despatches^ bears 
evidence to the bravery and good conduct of all 
engaged ; noticing; in particular, Gen. Wads- 
worth ; Cols. Tan Rensselaer and Scott ; lieut. 
Cols. Chrystie, Fenwiek, Bloom, Allen, Stran- 
ahan, and Mead ; Majors 3p^ncer, Moseley, and 
liush ; €aptain Gil^on, Lieut. Sq^^th^ and £ki- 
6ign Grosvener, 

Major General Van Renssehier resigned the 
command of the army^ on the Kiagara f rontiei> 
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to Brigadier General Smyth, on the 14tli Oc- 
tober. 

On the 10th November, General Smylh pub- 
lished a proclamation from his camp near Buf- 
faloe. As this document became flie subject of 
much comment, it is given here in full* It wa» 
in the following words : 

TO THE MEK OF KEW-TOIIK. 

For many years you have seen your country op* 
pressed with numerous wrongs. Your government^, 
although above all others, ' de-voted to peace, have 
been forced to draw the sword, and rely for redress 
of injuries on the valour of the Americ^ people. 

That valour lias been conspicuous. But the na** 
tion has been unfortunate in the selection of some 
of those who directed it. One army has been dis- 
gracefulfy Stnrcndfered and lost. Another has been 
sacrificed by a precipitate attempt to pass it over at 
the strongest point of the enemy's lines, with most 
incompetent means. iThe cause of these miscar- 
riages is apparent. The commanders were popular 
men, <' destitute alike of theory and experience" in 
t(he art of war. 

In a few days, the troops under my command, will 
plant the Ammcan standard in Canada. They are 
men accustomed to obedience, silence, and steadi' 
ness. They will conquer, or they will die. 

Will you stand with your arms folded, and look 
on this interesting struggle ? are you not related 
to the men who fought at Bennington and Saratoga ^ 
Has the race degenerated ? Or have you, under the 
baneful influence of contending factions, forgot your 
country ? Must I turn from you, and ask men of 
the 9ix nations to support the government of the 
United Stat<s I Shall I imitate the officers of the 
British king, and suffer our ungathered laurels to 
be tarnished by- ruthless deeds i Shame, where is 
thy blush ? No. Where I command, the vanquish- 
ed and the peaceful man^ the child> the maid^ and 
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ti)6 matron^ shall be ^ecure from "wrong. If we con«-^ 
que'r, we will " conquer but to save." 

The present is the hour of rejiown. ' Have you no^ 
a wish for fame ? Would you not choose in iuture- 
times to be named as one of those^ tvho, imitating the 
herbes whom Montgomery led> have, in spite of th& 
seasons, visited the tomb of the chief, and conqiiered- 
the. country where . he lies I Yes. You desire your 
share of fame. Then seize the present moment. If 
you do not, you will regret itr and say, " the valiant 
have bled in vain ; the friends of my country fell—* 
and I was not there." 

Advance then to our aid; I will wait for you a 
few days. I cannot give you the day of my de-^ ^ 
parture. But come on. Come in companies, hal£ 
companies, pairs^ or singly, I will organize you for 
a short tour.^ Ride to this place, if the distance \&- 
far^ and se^4 ^^^^^ your horses. But remember^ that 
every man who accoipp^nies us, places himself un^ 
dermy command, and shall submit to the salutarj^ 
restraints of discipline*. 

ALEX. SMYTH, 
Brig. General. • 

Camfi\ near B^ffcUoe^ JVov, 1 0, 1 8 1 2. 

This proclamation ha4 the eff^et of brin^ng^ 
to the^ frontier ^- very considerable number of 
volunteers^ men who lived. (he hardy life of farm* 
ers, were accustomed to the woods, knew well the 
use of the rifle, and feared Indians as little as thej 
did Englishmen. , 

^ On the 17th November, Gen. Sinyth issued ai 
public address to his toldiersv- preparatory to ani 
immediately intended entrance into the enemy's^^ 
territory. *^The sentiments contained in this ad- 
dress are noble^ humane^ and soldierly. Frond; 
sueh a general and^such an army^ the public jSJKt- 
fiectecLa^Tery saooessful campaign,. 
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On the morning of the 2isf Noyeinber, 1812, a 
heavy cannonade was opened upoti the garrison 
of t'ort Niagara^ from all the battenes m the 
neighbourhood of Fort George, consisting of five 
detached batteries, two mounting 24 pounders, 
one mounting a d, and two mortar batteries. The 

, firing continued thirteen hours ; some buildings 
were set on fire by the hot shot from the enemy, 
but extinguished without 4loing material injury. 

The garrison at Niagara, in return, opened a 
tremendous and well directed lire wHh hot shot. 
The town of Newark was several times in flames, 
as also the centre building in Fort George. Capt* 
M'Keon commanded a 12 pounder in the S« E» 
block-house,, and distinguished himself by his u- 
jsual gallantry and skill. Capt. Jacks, of the 7th 

' regiment milltia-artiltery, commanded a 6 pound-^ 
er on the N* block-house, and tog^her with a 
part of his own company^ though placed ia a sit- 
uation most exposed to the fire of the enemy^ 
]T)aintained their position like veterans. Lieut. 
Bees of the artillery, had command of an IS 
pounder on the S. E. battery ; until 10 o'clock, 
when he received a wound, which compelled him 
to resign the command te Capt. Leonard, of the 
artillery. Lieut.Wendell, of the 3d artillery, com- 

' mantled an 18 and a 4 pounder on the W. battery* 

"Dr.Hiioper, of the mi1itia,eommanded:a 6 pound- 
er on the mess-hovse ^ Lieuts. Ganesvoort and 
Harris had the command of the salt-battery at 
Youngstown,. mounting one I S and a 4p«^Qder. 
These several posts were maintained with reso- 
lution, judgment, and great efiect. Lieut. Col. 
Ciray commanded the artillery, and gave the 
sio^ satisfactory proof of his zeal and science, 
llitjor Armstead of the eorjp« of engineers, wa^. 

liMle&tig^ble in extendiBg his exeroofta to alt 
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parts of the garrison. Lieut. Col. George Me^ 
Feely eommanded the fort. The American loss 
consisted of 4 killed, and 7 wounded. 

The hopes which General Smyth had raised by 
his proclamation were not to be realized. Twice 
the troops embarked^ and as often disembarked^ 
Public opinion, hitherto on the side of General 
Smjth, now began to veer. His courage as well 
as his patriotism was questioned ; censure was 
followed bj^ insult and menace. The project of 
invasion was finally abandoned. The volunteers 
were dismissed, and the army ordered into win- 
ter quarters. Thus ehded the operations^ for 
this season, of the army of the centre. 
, Gen. Smyth justified hiniself on the grounds 
that he had directions not to pass over with less 
than 3000 men; that he could not prevail oa 
more than 1500 men to embark ; and that an at- 
tack on the enemy under such eircumstanees, was 
contrary to the opinion of a council of his officers. 
« My orders (says the general, ifi reply to a 
committee from the patriotio citizens of the west- 
ern counties of New- York) were to pass into. Ca- 
nada with 3000 men at once* On the first day 
of embarkation not more than IMO men wero 
embarked, of wiiom 400, that is, half of thtt re- 
gular infantry, were exhausted with fatigue and 
want of rest. On the second embarkation, only 
1500 men were embarked, and these were to have 
put ofi" immediately, and to have descended the 
ri^l^ to a point where reinforcements were not- 
town expected. On both days, many of the re- 
gular troops were men in bad health who could; 
not have stood one day^s march ; who^ although^ 
they were on the sick report, were turned out 1^. 
their ardent officers." i 

Xbi^rej;'; was dated 3d Oecember.. Oiitll# 
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successful teFminaiion^ the minor expeditions diii 
honour to the officers who eommanded^ and the 
few men who were engaged in them. Amoog 
tliese the following must not be omitted. 

The Brigs Adams and Caledonia^ which were 
surrendered to the enemy by General Uull, at 
Detroit^ having arrived and anchored under the 
British Fort Erie, on the 8th October, 1812, 
Captain Elliot, of the navy, who had arrived at 
Black Ruck the same day, with a body of sailors, 
from New-York, determined on an attempt to 
regain them* Having made the neoessai^ dis- 
nositions, he advanced at 1 o'clock in the morn- 
ing of the 9th October, having under liis com- \ 
inand,.100 men in two boats, including 30 volun^^ 
teer^ from the army, with Captain Townson, an<f \ 
Lieutenant Boache, of the artillery; at 8 o^cloet * 
tie was along side the vessels ; in ten mi- 
nutes they were under way, and the prison- 
ers secured. An unfavourable wind obliged them 
to run down the river, by the forts, und6r a 
heavy fire of round, grape, and eannister 8bot» 
from a number of pieces of heavy ordnance and 
%ing artillery ; and he was compelled jto aoehor 
about 40 yar(ls from one of their batteries ; the 
Caledonia being got into a safe position, a fire 
was returned from the guns of the Adams, as 
long as ammunition lasted. It being found im- 
possible longer to withstand the fire of the ene- 
my, which would probably sink the vessel in a 
short time, he was compelled to cut the eable^ 
and drift down the river, out of reach Of the bat- 
teries, but remained still exposed to the flying 
artillery ; having thus dropped astern for about 
10 ipinutes, and being deserted by the pilot, he 
was brought up on the shore of Squaw Islands 
From this place he sent the prisoners on shore 
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i¥ith mach difficulty; and, having himself passi- 
€d from the bri^ to the shore, be soon discovered 
that about forty soldiers had crossed in a boat^ 
from the British side, sCnd boarded the brig ; but 
they were soon eompelled to abandon her, with 
the loss of nearly all their men. During the 
Avhole of the morning, both sides of the river 
liept up alternately a continual fire on the brig, 
and so much injured her^ that it was impossible 
to have floated her — she was of course uestroy- 
ed. . 

A patrole wa« stationed' on the shore, to ^o-> 
operate iii case of emergency; it was command* 
eti br IJeuLj Col- Scott, of the artillery, having 
under him Major Mullany, of the infantry, as a 
volunteer. Major Cuyler, Aid to General Hall, 
and J. fiankhead. Brigade Major U> General 
Smyth^s brigade. *As Majors Mnllany and Cuy- 
ler were riding close together, the former re- 
<5eived an order from Col. Scott to proceed t6 
the navy-yard, to direct two boats to be manned^ 
and sent totheassistanceof the captured vessels; 
he had "but just sprang ahead, in execution of this 
order, when a roand shot from the enemy, which 
passed through the fore-sail of the Adams» 
struck, dnd instantly killed Major Cuyler, and 
thus deprived the service of a brave and useful 
officer. 

Major Young, of the Troy Militia, command- 
ant of a detaehtnent stationed at French Mills, 
on the St, Regid river, having received informa- 
tion that a party of the enemy had arrived at 
the village of St. Regis* and that more were 
shortly expected, formed a resolution to take 
tliem out before they were reinforced. For this 
purpose he marched a detachment at 11 o'clock, 
on the night of the 21st October^ crossed the 
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river, at Gray's Millsy about 3^ and at 5 in the 
morning arrived within half a mile of the village, 
unexpected by the enemy. Here the major made 
such a judicious disposition of his men that the 
enemy were entirely surrounded, and after a few 
discharges, surrendered themselves prisoners, 
iwith the loss of 5 killed. The result of this af- 
fair was, the capture of 40 prisoners, with their 
arms, equipments, he. one stand of colours, and 
two batteaux, without a man of our party being 
hurt. They got safe back to camp at 11 o'clock 
in the morning, llie prisoners were sent off to 
Plattsburgh. Major Toung has had the honour 
of taking the first standard from the enemy in 
the present war. 

The movements of the enemy, during these 
times, were not to them equally honourable or 
important. 

The village of Ogdensburg, on the St. liaw- 
rence, was bombarded on the 2d Oct. 1812, for 
3 hours, from Preseott, opposite; between 20 and 
30 twelve and nine pound shot were picked up in 
the gardens and streets, but no damage was done. 
The firing was brought on by the attempt of a 
party of Americans to take some Canadian boats, 
but they did not succeed. The garrison at Og- 
densburg consists of 500 men, under General 
Brown, from Jefferson county. 

The Sunday following, the British prepared 
40 boats, with from 10 to 16 armed men in eaeb^ 
and six pieces of artillery^ with which they ad- 
vanced to storm the town. When arrived with- 
in a short distance, our troops opened a warm 
£re upon them, and the contest continued aboat 
two hours, when the British, having two of their 
boats so knocked to pieces, as to oblige them to 
l>e abandoned^ and one taken^ on board of wliieh 



were 6 men^ fled precipitately to Prescott. No 
damage was suatained on our side. 

From the jadieioiis arrangements made by 
CoL.Benedict^ Capt. Forsyth, Gapt. Griffin, Ma- J 

jor Dimoek, Adjt. Hotetikiss, Capt. Hubbard, . 1 
Capt« Benedict, Capt. M^Nit, and others of the . 

troops under their command, as directed by j 

Gen. Brown* had the enemy attempted a landing ' 

an immense slaughter must have ensued. No 
person eould have been more attentive than Gen. 
Brown, throug^i^ the whole aedon. Praise is al« 
, so due to his field, staff, and cojn missioned of- 
ficers. 

By this action the British are taught^ that 
400 Yankees will not deeline a combat; when at- 
tacked by 1000 of their troops. Cols. Leth-* 
bridge SLud Breckonridge, led the British in per* 
son. 

On the 5d October, the . British brig Royal 
Ceorgc, went into the'Genessee river, and cut 
•ut the schooner Lady !Muri*ay« and a revenue 
cutter. Tliere was ho force then there that 
toald resist the enemy. 

The national pride had been already highly 
gratified by success on the ocean ; the publio 
eye was anxiously directed to that element, in 
expectation of further glory. The public hope 
was not to be disappointed. 

At day light on the i8th Oct. iBi2, about the 
lat. of 57 deg, north, and Ion. 65 deg. west. Cap- 
tain Jaeob Jones, commanding the United 
States* sloop of war Wasp, of IS guns, got 
sight of a British eonvoy of si^c large ar.Tued 
merchant ships, under protection of the British 
sloop of war Frolie commanded by Capt. Whin- 
yates. A signal was made by the Frolic for 
the fleet to disperse* At ao minutes past eleven 
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A* M. an engagement eommenced between the 
two sloops^ at a short distance^ and continued 
until the resoels were 80 eiose« that the raramecs 
of the Wasp were, while loading the last broadr 
side^ shoved against the side of the enemy. The 
Frolic v^as boarded on her fojrecastle, and im- 
mediately surrendered. The manner in which 
this engagement was maintained^ was highly 
honourable to the Americans. The Frolic 
mounted 22 gunsf sixteen of them 32 pound 
earronades, and four 12 pounders on the main 
deekt and two 12 pounders, carronades^ on the 
top-gallant forecastle^ making her superior in 
force to the Wasp, by four 12 pounders. On 
board the Wasp, there were five killed, and five 
wounded. The exact loss of the enemy could 
not be ascertained, as many of the dead lay buri- 
^ under the masts and spars that had fallen up* 
on the deck, which two hours exertion had not 
sufficiently removed. Lieut* Biddle, who had 
charge of the Frolic, states, from what he saw^ 
and by information from the officers, the numl^er 
of killed must have been thirty ; that, of the 
wounded, about forty or fifty. 

The Wasp suffered so much in this action^ 
that both masts fell on the deck a few minutes 
after separating from the Frolic ; every brace, 
and most of the rigging, bad been shot away 
duringlhe action. 

In this state, she nearly remained, when, ia 
two hours after the action^ the British ship 
Poictiers, of 74 guns, hove in sight ; and, sooa 
after took possession of the two sloops^ and or* 
dered them for Bermuda* 

: The captain of the Frolic, in his official let* 
ter to Admiral Warren, states that every officer 
yffi» wounded, and ilic greater part of the men 
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either killed or wouuded ; there not being twenty 
persons remaining unhurt. 

The following resolution of the Common 
Council of New-Tork^ will show the high light 
in which they held Capt. Jones and his orew* 

(( Re8clvfi4i That an elegant sword be presented ta 
Captain Jonbs, late of the United States* sloop of 
war Wasp, and also the freedom of this city) as a 
'testimony of the high opinion this Corporation en- 
tertain of his gallant conduct) in capturing the Brit« 
ish sloop of war Frolic ; and that the thanks of the 
Common Council be presented to his brave officers 
and Crew.*' 

The United States' frigate Uniti d States* 
Captain Stephen Oeeatur^ being on a cruise, fell 
in, on the 25th October, I8I25 with his Britan« 
nie Majesty's frigate Macedonian^ Cajptain J, 
S. Cfi*deD, in Iat> 29, N. Ion. 29, 30, W. and, iRIter 
an action of an hour and a half, (17 minutes of 
whieh was in close action,) the British frigate 
was captured* The Macedonian *was of the 
largest class of British frigates, two years old^. 
but four months out of dock, and mounting 49* 
guns, (the odd one shifting.) This engagement 
gave another indisputable proof of the superi- 
ority of American discipline and gunnery. 

The loss on both sides was as kiUows : 

On board the United Stat<;s^ 2 seameni 2 ma- 
rines, 1 boy — ^t'otal killed, 5. 

Wounded, 1 lieutenant, 1 carpenter, 4 seameUf 
1 marine — Total wounded, 7 ; of whom, Lieut. 
Funk, and John Archibald, died of their wounds^ 

On board the Macedonian, there were 56 kil- 
led, and 6S' wounded ; 36 of whom severely. 

. By the muster roll of the Macedonian, it ap- 
peared that there were seven impressed Ame* 



#4 BiSTOBT 07 TBS VfAUk 

ficans on boards during the action^ two of ivhonr 
^ere kUied. 

Ihe United States and Macedonian arriTed 
ofTMontaiig Pointy on the 4ih Iket'mber; but 
i^ere pirevented from reaehing New-Yoik before 
the first daj of the new year, 1813. 

On the arrival of Captain Hull at New-Torkr 
he was presented by the corporation of the city^ 
with the freedum of the city, in a gold box. As 
soon as Captain Hull entered the council. cham- 
ber^ conducted by aldermen Fish and Mesiery 
and General Morton, he was addressed by his 
honour De \¥itt Clinton, mayor of the oit j^ ib 
an appropriate speech* Captain Hull, with all 
that modesty so frequently allied to virtuouff 
bruYery, made a short, but very becoming reply. 
The Captain then took the freeman's oath, and 
retired, amidst an immense crowd, whofilScd the 
air with reiterated huzzas. On the following 
day, a splendid naval dinner was. given by the 
oorporation to Captain Hull, Com. Decatur, 
and Captain Jones, in testimony of the high 
sense entertained of the merits of these gentle- 
men. Nothing was omitted to render this din- 
ner truly descriptive of the occasion, and the 
feelings of the citizens. 

On the 9th of January another dinner was gfy- 
en by the corporation, to the crew of the United 
States. The seamen and marines, having form- 
ed in procession, proceeded from the place of 
landing to the City Hotel, amidst the plaudits of 
thousands of citizens. On the arrival of the 
sailors, and they being seated, they were address- 
ed by Mr. Tanderbilt, with his usual energy and 
perspicuity. The boatswain made a short reply, 
expressive of Hie gratitude of his shipmates, and 
their wish for a further opportunity to prove their 
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devotedne&s to their e^nniry* At 6 o'elock^ the 
proeessioB >vas re-foriHed, when they proceeded 
to the Theatre, at the express wish and invita* 
tion of the managers^ who reserved the pit ex^^ 
elttsively for their accommodation. The harmo- 
ny of the day ^as not interrupted by a single^ 
irregularity* 

The enemy had some eonsolationf (if eonsola* 
tion it can be called^) by the eapture, in Novem- 
ber, of the United States' brig of war Vixen, of 
14 guns, by his majesty's frigate Southamptonr 
of 32 guns* 

Both vessels were wrecked shortly afterward^r 
on the desert Island of Conception ; at which 
time :nost of the ere w of the Southampton, throw* 
ing off the controul of their officers, refused to 
do duty. 

On this occasion, the intrepid' exertions of our 
tarst aided by their officers, were chiefly instru- 
mental in saving the moveable property on board 
the frigate. So sensible was Sir James Yeo of 
the generous conduct of the American sailorsy 
that he drew them up on the island* and publicly 
thanked them in the warmest terms. 

Although a patriotic support of the war was 
the distinguishing feature of the public sentf* 
ment, yet there was a strange apathy too preva-* 
lent, which tended not a littlb to render its early 
stage unpropitious to the country. Something 
was necessary to awaken the unroused loyalty 
of the people. Victory might have that effect $. 
perhaps defeat was a more powerful agent. The 
diefeat and surrender of Gen* Hull,. so much dis* 
appointed the expectations excited by the Uno- 
cal's proclamationj that it is impossible Jo depict 
tbe first effect. The mortiftciition of disappoint- 
Bwnl^. added to the serious loss of a iae armjo^ 
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threw a temporary gloom over tlie ^i<tzen«;-«^ 
This soon gave way lo resentment^ and a defer* 
mination lo wipe off the <<.fou1 stain." The spirit 
of the nation rose, and that of '76 seemed to re- 
turn. This septiment) whieh pervaded a great 
proportion of the nation^ was most powerfij in 
the western country. All felt the necessity of 
immediate notion ; Kentucky and Ohio msi^ be 
said to have broken loo^se; an army Mas ready^ 
as if by magie^ prepared to avenge the late dis- 
grace, A leader was wantingr-ail eyes looked, 
with a common impulse, towards the hero of 
Tippaeanoe; the united voice of the people call- 
ed on the governor to dispense with ail formalin 
ties; and Wilziam Hsnkv II arrisokt wa« ap- 
pointed a major general 9 with directions to take 
eoinmand of the north western army. This apr 
peintinent was confirmed by the President of the 
tJnked States. 

The exposed situation of the north western' 
frontier,, after the surrender of Hull, required 
the utmost exertions for its protection. It wa» 
not possible entirely to avert the impending dfrn" 
ger. 

The Indians had already commenced their sa« 
yage warfare, by an attack on Fort DeaHiorn^ 
and the massacre of Jt4 garrison. Fort Dearborn 
(Chicago) was but a weak garrison, consisting of 
about ^0 men, there were also in it a few wO' 
men and children. A lai^e body of Indians ha-> 
ving menaced the fort, it was agreed in a coqn-* 
oil, which was held with the faithless tribes, that 
the garrison should be spared on condition of 
Burrendering the place without resistance^ They 
marched out on the Ij^th Sept. and, when about 
a mile from the fort, were fired upon, and niur« 
dered, with the. excepUoDi of sihout 10 cut i^ 
who escaped,. 
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Fort B^view (Madison) on the Missksippif 
"Was attacked on the 4th September, by the In* 
dianSy lyith all the desperation that a 'want of 
real eourage oould inspire ; the attaek was re- 
newed daily until the Stb, when the Indians, af- 
ter suffering very severely, withdrew, leaving the 
brave garrison safe. One soldier, who was out 
of the fort when the attack commeneed, was 
massacred : no lives were lost in the fort ; and 
only one man wounded. 

About li o'cloek in the evening of the 4th 
September, Fort Harrison, in the Indiana Terri- 
tory, was attacked by a vast number of Indians* 
The garrison was weak, and the most of them^ 
inclading its intrepid commander, Capt. Z. Tay* 
lor, either sick or eonvalescent. The attaek 
was continued, in a most furious manner, until 
about sun-rise the following morning, when the 
savages retired, driving away or shooting all the 
cattle they eould find. 

Several expeditions were formed against the 
Indians, for the protection of the inhabitants^ 
and keeping, open the necessary comoiunicat ions» 
Colonel Russell, with a small detachment of the 
United StatesV rangers, proceeded to the head 
of the Peori Lake, where he destroyed the cele« 
braiedPimertain'stown. General Hopkins, with 
about tSOO troops, left Port Harrison on the llth 
December, and succeeded in destroying several 
villages along the Wabash ; a party of 62 that 
left the camp, in search of a man who>was mis* 
sing, fell in with a large force of horse and foot 
Indians: this party suffered a defeat, with ar losa 
of 16, making, with the missing man, 17. Gen* 
Tapper defeated a numermis body of British and 
Indians, near the Rapids of the Miami : the dif* 

tculijF of Wismg the rir^i4Uid waiit of provi- 
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sioDBt obliged the expedition to retam»liaTin^ 
lost 4 killed; and one beiog wouaded. Colonel 
Campbell, with 600 men, attacked one of the 
Alassissinewa towns, on the 17th and 18th Dec. 
and defeated the Indians, after a most desperate 
eonfliet : the American loss was^8 killed, and 23 
wounded; the Indian town was burned. Colonel 
John B. Campbell, on the 17th Nov. attacked 
the savages at a town on the Massissinewa^ 
which he burned, as well as three other town» 
further down the river, killing several, and tak- 
ing 87 prisoners : on the morning of the 11th 
Dec. his camp was attacked bj about 500 In- 
dians, who were defeated, after an engagement 
of about three quarters of an hour. The loss of 
the Americans in these af&irs, was 9 killed, and 
about Sb or 40 wounded ; about 40 of the In* 
dians were killed, llbc Indians also suffered a * 
defeat from Col. Williams/eommandingthe Ten- 
nessee troops. 

These actions were well calculated to inspire 
the Indians with a proper respect for the Ame*^ 
ricans; and, if followed up with continued sae- 
eesSf would tend to estrange the savage enemy 
from his British ally ; but a sad reverse soon oe^ 
eurred* 

A detachment, under the command of Gen. 
Winchester, being attacked on the 22d Jan. 1813^ 
at Frenchtown, on the river Raisin, by a greatlyf 
(Hipcrior force of Indians and British, ^ided by 
several pieces of artillery, suffered a defeat. The 
Americans lost no honour on this occasion ; they 
defended themselves, and fou^t with despera* 
tiour even beyond the lime when prudence and 
bonoor would have sanctioned a surrender* Gen. 
'Winchester, being himself a prisoner, agreed to^ 
a surrender of tbo troo£& under his eouunand^^ooi ^ 



•V 



HISTORY OB THB WAB. 69 

eoiidition that they should be protected against 
the savages^ and allowed to retain their private 
property and side ai'ins. Thirty-five officers^ and 
^90 non-eommissioned officers and privates were 
made prisoners ; the number of killed was cen^ 
siderable. 

The prisoners who were in health were marcb«- 
ed to Maiden ; the wounded were^ contrary to the 
terms of capitulation^ left at the mercy of the 
Indians. On the morning of the 23d, such of 
the wounded as were unable to travel^ were to- 
mahawked and scalped. 

The following is a copy of the report of a com- 
mittee of Congressy on this subject : 

<< The massacre of the 2Qd January, after the dapi* 
tulationf was perpetrated without any exertion on 
their part to prevent it ; indeed, it is apparent, from 
all the circumstances, that if the British officers did 
not connive at their destruction, they were criminally 
indifferent about the fate of the wounded prisoners. 
But what marks more strongly the degradation of 
the character of the British soldiers, is the refusal of 
the last offices of humanity to the bodies of the dead. 
The bodies of our countrymen were exposed to every 
indignity, and became food for brutes, in the sight of 
men who affect a sacred regard to the dictates of 
honour and religion. — Low indeed is the character 
of that army, which is ' reduced to thie confession^ 
that their savage auxiliaries will not permit them to 
perform the rites of sepulture to the slain. The 
committee have not been able to discover even the 
expression of detestation, which such conduct must 
inspire, from the military or civil authority on the 
Canadian frontier, unless such detestation is to be 
presumed from the choice of an Indian trophy, as an 
ornament for the Legislative Hall of Upper Canada/^ 

At a meeting of the officers who survived the 
Ifattle of Frenohtown, held at Erie, (Pvl.} thc^ 
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SOth Feb. 1818, the following statement ud 
solutions were agreed to. 

<< Whereas it is deemed necessary, that our fellow- 
eidzens should be informed of the late perfidious 
and brutal acts of the British government, performed 
by their officers at the battle of French town. 

Eeaolved^ That the following statement of the 
conduct of the British oiGcers, be published to our 
countrTmen : 

That when General Winchester was taken pri- 
soner, on the 33d January, 1813, and brought before 
Colonel Proctor, the British commander, he directed 
the commanding officer of the Americans (Major 
Madison) to surrender* Major Madison refused so 
to do, unless those who surrendered should be free 
from savage massacre; this was agreed to ; and the 
British ofikers pledged themselves to have a suffi- 
cient force with the wounded, to protect them, and 
that they should be conveyed to Maiden the next 
morning* They likewise promised to return to the 
officers their arms at Maiden. 

Capt. N. 6. F. Hart, inspector to the north-west- 
em army, being among the wounded, it was pro- 
posed by' his friends, that they should carry him 
with them — ^this they were prevented from doing, by 
Capt. £lliot, a British officer^ and an old acquaintance 
of Captain Hart's, who promised Capt. H. his special 
protection-*to convey him in his own sleigh to Mai- 
den that evening, and informing him that he should 
be welcome to remain at his house there, until he 
should recover. 

These were the firondsea of the British-^Let our 
countrymen and the world see how they were fulfilled. 

At the break of day next morning, the savages 
were suffered to commit every defiredation ufion our 
woundedf v>hich they fileaaed. An indiscriminate 
slaughter took filace qfall who were unable to fwi/i--— 
many were tomahawked^ and many were burned alive 
in the houses, Amotg the unfortunate tbus mur- 
dered, it is with regret and sorrow we have to name 
Captains Hart and Hickman* 
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' The arms of -the ofiicersyas promised, were never 
returned. Every species of private property re- 
maining in the tents, belonging to both officers and 
soldiers, wer<l plundered by^the savages. 

Resoivedj That in consideration of the high re- 
spect we hold to the memories of both officers and 
soldiersi who were thus cruelly murdered, by per* 
mission of the British commander Proctor, and his 
subalterns, and those who gloriously ft 11 in thejieldf 
defending the only frte gtruernment on earthy that 
each of us wear black crape on our hats, and left 
arm, for the space of ninety days, 

Re9olved% That a similar procedure, testifying 
their respect for those who were murdered and fell 
on that day, be recommended to our brother officers 
and soldiers, who survived it. 

SAMUFX WILLIAMS, President. ^^ 
John Bsc&lst, Secreiary." ^^ 

The liftle progress hitherto made hy land, a* 
gainst the enemy, had determined the eongre»s 
and the general government on adopting a more 
effieient plan of warfare* Several new a[^int- 
ments of officers were made; and Commodore 
Chauncey was appointed to the command of the 
lake navy. 

The commodore arrived at Sackett's.harbour 
in Oetobert 1S12« His great exertions enablert 
him to prepare a fleet in less than a months with 
which he resolved to try his fortune on the Iake» 
although the British fleet was superior in number 
of vessels, gnns, and men. 

The commodore sailed from Sackett's harbour 
on Lake Ontario. On the 8th Nov. fell in with 
and chased the Royal George, until he lost sight 
of her in the night : on the following day renew- 
ed the chase, and followed her into Kingston har- 
bour^ where he engaged her and the batteries, for 
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nearly two hours-^at sun down he hanled ofl^ 
being obliged^ by badness of the weather^ to re- 
turn to Sackett's Harbour. 

The Constitution frigate^ haying undergone 
every necessary repair^ proceeded from Boston 
on a second cruise^ in October. On the 29th 
Deeember^ ISlS* in south lat. I ft. 6. and west Ion. 
S8. ten leagues distant from the coast of Brazils^ 
fell in with, and captured his BritannicMajest^'s 
frigate Java* after an action of 1 horn* and SB 
minutes, l^he Java carried 49 guns, and upwards 
of 400 men, and was commanded by Captain H« 
Lambert, a brave and gallant officer. The Java 
was so perfect a wreck, that it seemed extremely 
doubtful, whether she could be brought to the 

j|p United States ; she was therefore burned in two 

*^ days after being captured. 

The Java had been lately out of dock, having 
undergone a thorough repair in order to eart-y 
out Lieut. Gen. Hislop, who was going as com- 
mander in chief to Bombay. Besides her full 
complement of men, the Java had upwards of 
100 supernumeraries, going to British ships of 
war in the East-Indies ; also several officers, pas- 
sengers, going out on promotion. The number 
of men was considerably more than that of the 
Constitution. By her quarter-bill, she had one 
man more stationed at eadi gun than the Constitu- 
tion had. The loss on board the Constitution was 
$ killed, and 25 wounded. The enemy had 60 
kille^U and tOi wounded ; but by a letter written 
on board the Constitution, bv one of the officers 
of the Java« and accidentallv found, it was evi- 
dent that the enemy's wounded must have been 
considerably greater ; the letter states 60 killed^ 
and 170 wounded. This additional number of 
- wounded men have probably died before they 
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eouldbe removed. Among the wounded on board 
the ConstitutioDf was Captain Bainbridge, the 
commander : captain Lambert^ of the Java^ was 
wounde<i mortally. 

General Hialop was immediately paroled with 
the offi\?ers of his staff; and, at the request of 
General Hislop, la a letter, dated St. Salvador, 
Jan. 8; 1813, all the officers of the Java were in 
like manner paroled — Commodore Bainbridge re- 
stoi'ed all the private propei*ty of Gen. Hislop, 
including articles of plate, to a large amount. 

The corporation of tlie city of New- York pre- 
sented Commodore Bainbridge, with the free* 
doflfi of th<» city, on the 8th Dec. 1813. 

The following resolution was passed by the 
Senate of Massachusetts, the 19th February : 

« Resolvedy That the thanks of this Senate be giv- 
en to Commodore William Bainbrid£>e, and the offi- 
cers and crew of the frigate Constitution, under bis 
comaiand, for their brilliant achievement in capturing 
and destroying his Britannic Majesty's frigate Java; 
and that the commodore be requested to communi- 
cate the same to his officers and crew^ with an assur- 
ance from th'^s brunch of the Legihla'ure, that they 
m\\ hold in grateful remembrance, those who fell in 
fighting for tlie essential and violated lights of their 
country.*' 

Atthotigh it is a fact es^tablished, beyond the 
power ofcontrudicriion, that every possible indul- 
gence and attention were exercised toward the 
crew of the Java, yet were some of her officers 
so ungrateful as to charge the Americans with 
having ill u^^t^d the vanquished in a variety of 
ways* In reply to a publication in the Briti^ 
Naval Chronicle, for May, 18 14, by rhomasOook 
Jones, surgeon of the Java, and another publica- 
tion in the same papei:, for June, by one of the 

G 
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lieutenants of the Jaya^ charging the Americans 
i¥ith cruelty, &e. Mr. Amos A. Evans, surgeon 
of the frigate ConstituUony pulilislied in the Bos- 
ton Chronielcya complete refutation of the British 
slander^ concluding with the following words : 

<( I challenge tl^e British to produce a solitary fn^ 
mtance^ where they have given a faithful and candid 
relation of the result of their actions with us since th6 
declaration of the present war. T he) have, of late, 
established for themselves a kind of national charac-* 
teri that. I trust, none will envy them thr possession 
of; they have proved, that although they may not 
always be able to conquer in battle, they can preva- 
ricate, defame or mi&take} with as much ease as any 
nation on earth." 

Commodore Rodgers s&iled from Boston the 
Sth Oct. 1812) on his second cruise, having un- 
der his pommand the frigate President, the Unit- 
ed States, Captain Decatur ; Congress, Captain 
Smith ; and brig Argus, Captain Sinclair. I'he 
President and Congress arrived at Boston in De- 
cember. During their cruise^ they captured the 
British packet Swallow, with 168,000 dollars on 
t)oard, and British ship Argo, laden with oil 
and whalebone, both of which arrived sonie time 
before. They saw no enemy's cruizers but the 
INymphe and Galatea, which they chased, but 
lost sight of in the night. The squadron have 
been as far east as long. 22, and to the south as 
iUr as lat. 17 N. From the 1st to the 30th Nov. 
they never saw a sail. On the 22d Oetober, ly- 
ing to in a gale, the President sprung her main- 
mast badly, and on the 21 st Dec. while lying to 
in the Gulph Stream, shipped a heavy sea, which 
swept the starboard gangway, started the boats^ 
killed 2 men, and wounded 7. The President 
brought in W prisoners*. 
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TPhe specie was landed from the' President, at 
the navy-jard in Charlestown, and being placed 
in six waggons^ each carrying tlie national co* 
lours, was thus carried to the state bank in Bos- 
ton, where it was safely deposited, amidst the 
hnzzas of thousands.of spectators. 

The Commodore parted company, with the 
United States and Argus the 12th Oetober. 

The fJ. S, brig Viper, Capt Henley, of 12 
guns, was captured on the 17th January, 1S13» 
ID lat. 29, N. 83, SO, W. by his Britannic majes- 
ty^s frigate Narcissus, of 32 guns, after a ehas^ 
of b hours. — ^No figtiting. 

Commodore Bainbridge left the U.S. s^oop 
of war Hornet, -Capt. James Lawrence, off the 
« harbour of St. Salvador, where she remained 
from the 6th, until the 2Mh Januai^y, bloclcad- 
ing the Bonne Citoyenne, and another armed 
vessel. Being at length driven from her sta- 
tion by the Montague, of 74 guns, which wa» 
sent to relieve the Bonne Citoyenne. Captain 
Lawrence proceeded off Demarara river, wheret 
on the 24th February, 1^13, he fell in with and 
etigaged his Britannic majesty's brig of war. 
Peacock : the action lasted but 15 minutes, in 
which short space of time, the Peacock was 
literally cut to pieces ; an ensign, union down, 
was hung from the fore- rigging, as a signal at 
once of distress and surrender. Lieut. Shubrick, 
who was sent on board her, returned with a re- 
port that she was fast sinking, having then six 
feet of water in her hold. The .boats of the 
Hornet were immediately despatched, and every 
possible exertion made to keep her afloat until 
the prisoners could be removed, by pumping and 
bailing, without effect, as she sunk in five and a 
half fathoms water^ carrying down nine of hffv 
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«peWf and three of the crew of the Hornet, Viz, 
John Hart. Joseph Wiiliams, and Hannibal 
Boyd. Several of the Hornet's crew narrowly 
escaped a similar fate, beihg saved by jumping 
into a boat that was lying on the booms, as she 
went down. 

The Pec cock was one of the finest vessels of 
her class in the British navy ; she mounted 16 
twenty-four pound earronades, two long ninesf 
one twelve pound carronade on her top-gallant 
forecastle^ as a shifting gun, and one four or six 
pounder, and two swivels mounted aft; her 
«rew consisted, at the time of the action, pi one 
huudredf-and tliirty men. 

I'he loss on board the Peacock could not be 
ascertained by (.*apt. Lawrence, but must have 
been considerable. Capt. Peake, her command- 
er, and four men were found dead on board, 
and 33 wounded, most of them severely, three 
of which died of their wounds, after being re- 
moved. The total of killed, wounded and drown- 
ed, was certainly 43, and probably more. 

The Espeigle, a British brig, mounting 10 
thirty-two fiound carronades, and 2 long nine's 
lay about 6 miles in shore, and within sight of 
the action : she declined coming in aid of her 
consort, or to approach the victorious ship al- 
though Capt. Lawrence cleared his ship, in ex- 
pectation of a second engagement. 

Ca{>iain Lawrence stated, that their were 
two impressed American seamen on board the 
late British sloon of war Peacock, one a native 
ofthe-stJJte of New-York, and the other a na- 
tive of Norfolk. One of them was pressed twa 
years and a half, and the other about 1 8 months 
previous, neitlier of them entered, and both were 
compelled to fight during the engagement with 
the Hornet. 
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Berore the engagement commenced^ the ahove 
mentioned Ameriean seamen left their station^ 
went to the Captain of the Peacook^ and asked 
his permission to go below* with the crew of the 
brig Hunter, of Portland^ as they could not fight 
against their country. This request was per- 
emptorily refused by Capt. Peake, and the two 
Americans were forced to iheir station^andcom* 
pelled to fight. 

Capt. Lawrence further stated^ that another 
impressed American was reported to haye beea 
on board the Peacock^ and that he was killed 
during the action. 

The reader should not be carried away with 
the belief, that the eommander of the Espeigle 
was a eoward. That may possibly have beeit 
the ease, but it is far from being probable.-^ 
Those vfho wish to allow to American naval he« 
roes their well earned honours, will be readier to. 
aseribe the modesty of the Englishmen to the 
effect of American prowess, than to British 
cowardice. Prudence is a virtue which often 
requires courage to exercise. Had the com- 
mander of the Espeigle encountered the victo^ 
rious American he would be defeated. He pro-* 
bably belijpvedso; and^ believing it^ he acted 
with prudence* 

The following comment en the capture of the 
Peacock, is extraeted from the London Gl<>be* 

^< The fate captain of the ^ wallow packet) captured 
b]r the Americans, landed on iVIonday at Falmouth^ 
from on board the Childers sloop of wa^. He con- 
fii'ms the loss of the Peacock, which struck to the 
Hornet, after . a severe ^nd sakiguinary conflitt, and 
went down while the enemy were taking out her 
crew. Sixteen English and four Americans went 
tlown in hcr» Iji^e force of the two vedsel» wa» 

6^ 
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nearly equal. The circutpstances, therefore, wbicli 
have enabled Americans tlius to add another laurel to 
her brow, it is most important to know, and we trust 
they will be fully inquired into. In the cases of 
capture by large American frigates, the mercenary 
•writers for the Admiralty have assured their read- 
ers ^hat they have, by some charm, been able to prac- 
tice a decefitio viaua upon our navy ; that although 
apparently frigates, they are in fact great ships of 
the line ; but as no disparity of size id fiupposed to 
have existed in this disaster, Mr. Crocker's scribes 
will probably give out, that the crew of the Hornet 
were not of the ordinary race of sailors, but that ev» 
ery one was a Hercules in strength, and an Arcbi'^ 
medes in science.*^ 

The following appeared in a Halifax paper. 

" In oup extracts from American papers, our read- 
ers will find an account of the capture of the Pea- 
cock. The good fortune of the Americans has not 
forsaken them ; on the contrary, it is more conspi- 
cuous in this than in their previous actions. Mvery 
9ne conversant with gunnery must knoWf thai had a 
vessel been Mootitiyfor the sole purpose of makings 
an EXPERIMENT, it is not at all likely she would have 
been sunk in so short a time. 

Previous to tiie aeiion with the Peaeoek, 
Capt. Lawrence enptured, on the 41h Feb. the 
1^ Eni^iish brig Kesolutiony t^f 10 guns^ from Ria 
Janeiro^ bound to Maranbam^ wbieb he burned^ 
after faking from her about SS^OOOL strrlingf m 
sp^cie» On mustering the morning after tbo 
aeiion» there were found on board the Hornet 
577 souls) including the crew of the Anieri- aa 
brig Hunter^ of Portland, taken a few days be- 
fore by the Peacock. This additiopal proof of 
the superiority of American taetics has nol 
Ibeen exceedefl by any former ins^taoee. It may 
indeed he said ta have Voided the relaliice lat^^ 
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Its of Ameriean and British seamen, the supe- 
rioi'ity elaimed by the British is no longer main- 
tainable — ^the Americans rank deeidedlj as first 
in naval tactics. 

Capt. Lawrence, inrhile off St. Salrador, seiit 
a challenge to Capt. Greene, of the Bonne Cito- 
yenne, which the latter prudently declined ac^ 
•epting. 

The following resolutions passed the Common 
Couneil of the eity of New* York, on the i^Qth 
Alarch, 1815. 

« Resolved^ That the freedom of the city be pre- 
sented to Captain Lawrp.ncb, together with a piece 
of plate with appropriate devices and inscriptions^ 
and that his honour the Recorder be requested ta 
forward the same, with a copy of this resolution. 

** Reaolvedy That in testimony of the high sense 
which this Common Council entertain of the con- 
duct of the crew of the United States' sloop of war 
Hprnety by the capture of his Britannic Maje&ty^& 
sloop of war Peacock^ in the unexampled short pe- 
riod of fifteen minutes^ that the Common Council 
'trill give a public dinner to the crew of the United 
States* sloop of war Hornet/* 

Thci^e many and splendid naval victories de- 
served not only the applause, but the gratitude 
of the nation. Congress was not insensible to> 
this. A law passed (hat body in Mareh^ 1813» 
appropriating the sum of SS^^OOO, to be distri« 
buted among the officers and crew of the Con- 
stitution, for the destruction of the Guerriere ^ 
and a like sum of S23,000« for the destruction of 
the Java f and the sum of S^S.OOO, to be distri* 
Ihuted among the officers and erew of the Wasp^ 
fbr the capture of the Frolic, 

I'he United States' frigate ChesapeakCf. Capt» 
£^van8> arrived at Boston the lOth Aprils 1813^ 
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from a cruise of 115 days, having sailed frott 
the same port the 17th December, 1S12. 
^ From Boston the Chesapeake ran down b; 
the Madeiras, Canaries, and Cape de Yerds ; 
thence down on the equator, between long. 16 
and 25, where she cruised 6 weeks ^ tben<se 
down the coast of South America, passing with* 
in 15 leagues of Sorrinam, (was in the same 
place the Hornet sunk the Peacock the day af- 
ter she left,) down by Barbadoes, Antigua, and 
most of the windward West- India islands ; thence 
on the United States, between Bermuda and the 
Capes of Virginia, by the Capes of Delaware, 
within 12 leagues, by New- York, within 20 
league^ thence through the east channel to 
Boston. 

The Ches^iieake captured, during her cruise, 
5 British, and 1 American vessel, sailing under 
a British lieenee; and re-captured an Ameri* 
•an schooner. The Chesapeake was chased by 
two ships of war, (a 74 and a frigate) off the 
'Western Islands. Off the Capes of Yirgioia, 
gave chase to a sloop of war, and continued 
chasing for 2 days, when the sloop escaped id 
the night. Seven men died of a malignant fe^ 
ver ; and S were lost by the carrying aivay of 
the main-top mast, during a heavy flaw, the day 
before her arrival in port. 

General Harrison was at Fort Meigs the 20tji 
April, 1813, and g^ve directions to prepare ta 
defend the place against an attack, which be ap- 
prehended, from the movements of the enemy*. 
Fortifications were accordingly carried on with 
great diligence, and every means use d to animate 
the men to defend the post. On the ;26th ami 
d7th, the reconnoiteriog parties of the enemy 
appeared on the opposite shore^ but soon retiseci^ 



BISTOBT m THE WiJR« 

The Indians were sent across tbe rivcir during 
the night of the 2Sth, and was placed so as to 
surround the garrison. The siege eommenced 
in form, on the ^9th< and firing was kept up dur- 
ing this and the following day, by the enemyy 
wliose works were considerably impeded and in- 
jured by the firing fron^ the fort. Bj the 1st of 
May, the uorks of the fort were so far complet- 
ed, as to enable the besieged to give the enemy a 
very warm reception; silencing one of their guns 
several times, ihtring the *ii\ and 3d, the fir« 
on both sides continued verv brisk. 

On the 4th, G«*neral Clay reached Fort Win- 
chester, with upwards of 100 men,, for the relief 
of the American garrison. On the Hh^ a part 
of (lenera! Clay's men arrived, and instructions 
were s**n( to hiui by General Harrison, directing 
him h»w to act in his advance towards the fort. 

Gresit zeal, and. undaunted courage, are true 
•haraeteristics of the American soldiers; to 
these qualities the Kentuckian adds a wonderful 
contempt of danger. On this occasion, the ene- 
my received much benefit from that cool caution 
which enabled him to draw the uncalculating 
soldier into defiles, and within the reach of his 
ambuscade. Col. Dudley^ who was charged with 
despatches fdr Gen. Clay, received the command 
of a detaehment of Clay's men, landed on the 
opposite side of the river, with a view to attack 
the enemy's batteries ; he behaved with great 
courage, but pursued tbe enemy, until he was 
drawn into an ambush* where the greater num- 
ber of his men were destroyed by numbers vastly 
superior ; many of those who surrendered, wer©^ 
afterwunls tomahawked and soalfied by the sav- 
ages. Col. Dudley was a»«ong the killed. Geo» 
Clay^ who ooatiaued in comuiaud of the remaijA- 
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der of his detachment^ having landed near th^ 
fort, permitted the men to pursue the enemy in^ 
to the ^oodsy and was sa^ed from a fate similar 
to that of the heroic and unfortunate Dudley, by 
the prudence and foresight of Gen. Harrison, 
Vfho sent out a party to support Clay, and defend 
his retreat. The Indians took advantage of the 
opportunity this afforded them, to attacls the 
boats, which Gen, Clay left unguarded ; the &iek 
men in the Imats were butchered, and the bag* 
gage carried off. 

The bravery of the American troops during 
these conflicts, were remarkably brilliant. Fre- 
quent charges were made, under direction of 
CoLMiller, Major Alexander, Captains Croghan^ 
Neving, Bendford, and Longham. Every bat- 
tery on the Americ^an side of the river were sue- 
eessfuUy carried. 

The enemy, after this, thought only of retrea^t* 
ing> whieh he effected in great hurry on the 9th.. 
An exchange of prisoners was previously effected. 

The American loss, during 13 days the enemy 
were before the fort, amounted to SI killed, and 
180 wounded, exclusive of the loss of Dudley's 
detachment^ which exceeded 200 in killed and 
missing. 

The enemy's loss must have been much great- 
er, as his number of men far exceeded that of 
the Americans. The enemy was frequently de- 
feated by detachments not more than a third of 
his number. 

Col. Miller, with 350 men, made a sallie, in 
which he defeated the enemy, consisting of 200 
regulars, 150 militia, and 500 Indians. Captain 
Sebre's company of Kentucky mititla» maintain- 
ed its ground against four times its number, un- 
til resoued from unavoidable destruotion^ by iiab. 
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bravery^of Lieut,. GwyDne» of the 19th regiment^ 
^d a^iart of Capt* Elliot's oumpany. 

From the best account) the besiegers consisted 
t>f 560 regulars, 800 fliilitia, and mor^ th^n 2000 
Iiidians. 

On the ^5th Aprils ISia, Comniodore Chaun« 
eey sailed from Sackett's Harbour^ having on 
board his fleet about 1700 * troops, destined to 
commence operations against (panada* They 
arrived opposite Littie York, the capital of Up- 
per Canada, on the morning of the 27th Aprils « 
and immediately commenced the landing of the 
troops, under a heavy fire from the enemy. — 
After a very severe and. sharp eontest of half 
an hoiir, the enemy was re|)ulsed by a number 
far inferior to theirs. As soon as the remain- 
der of the troops had landed, the enemy retired 
to his. works. One battery being carried, the 
troqps were a^dvancing towards the main worksy 
vhen a tremendous explosion took place from 
a magazine previously prepared, and which 
threw out an immense quantity of stones, by 
which the Americans lest in killed and wound- 
ed» about 200 men ; among the killed, the gallant 
Brigadier>General Pike. The British regular 
troops having retreated, the commanding officer 
of the jmilitia agreed to terms of capitulation, 
and the capital of Upper Canada was surrender- 
ed to the American troops. The American 
loss in killed and wounded, was 269. The 
enemy's loss in killed, wounded and prisoners^ 
950. 

• As an evidence of the barbarity of the enemy, 
the following despatch from Commodore Chaun^ 
eey to the Secretary of the Navy, is given : 

Sir,— I have the honour to present to you by the 
hmd^ of Lieut. Dudley, the British standard^ taken 
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At York on the the 37tb of April last* accompankd by 
the macei over which was hung a human scalfi,-^ 
These articles were taken from the parliament house 
by one -of my officers, and presented to roe. The 
scalp I caused to be presented to General Dearborn, 
wtio, I believe, still has it- in his possession. I also 
send, by the same gentleman, one of the British flags 
taken at Fort George on the 27th of May. 1 have 
the hoTioui tu be, v^ry respectfully. Sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

The riflemen* under Major Forsj^tb, first land- 
ed, under a heav^ fire from the eneni^ ; General 
Pike, to whom the immediate command of the 
troops was entrusted, landed as promptly as pos- 
sible after^ the remaining troops soon follHwed. 
I'he contest) on the first landing of the trotips^ 
^as sharp and severe; the enem% deriving much 
advantage from the eireumstanee that M J. For- 
syth was drivrn by adverse ^ind.from the des- 
tined point of landing. As s<ioa as Gea. Pike 
landed, he of*dered bis. men to ad%anee up the 
bank, which they resolutely performed in face of 
a warm diseharge of musquetry. The moment 
Pike reached the top, and was about ordering a 
charge, the enemy hastily retreated* General 
Dearborn went ashore as soon as he learned that 
General Pike was wounded. The town capitu- 
lated to t;oL Pierre, of the 16th infaritry, on 
\i\iom the command devolved after General Pike 
Viw^ disabled. General Sheafie commanded the 
British. 

On the 22d May, 1813, Commodore Chauneey 
sailed from Saeki-tt^H Harbour, having SbO men 
of Qol. M'Comb*s regiment o \ board, and arriv- 
ed near ^t iagara on the ihih ; the other parts of 
his squadron bad arrived before^ and landed Iheir 



troops* The commodore had an immediate iO'* 
terview with Gen. Dearborn^ and a plan of ope- 
rations against the enemy was agreed on On 
the 26tfa the commodore reconnoitered the posi- 
tion for landing the troops ; and, at night, sound- 
ed the shore. The nioi^niog of the 27th, was 
fixed on for an attack on the enemy at Port 
George. The heavy artillery, and as many troops 
as could be stowed, were taken on board the 
fleet, the remainder were ordered to embark on 
board boats, and follow the fleet. At S o'clock 
in the morning, a signal was made for the fleet 
to weigh«and the troops were embarked on board 
the boats l^efore^; and soon after Genei-als 
Dearborn and Lewi^ went on board the fleet. In 
the course of the raorbing the different vessels 
advanced, and took positions as directed. All 
the vessels anchored within musket shot of the 
Canada shore ; and in ten minutes after they o- 
pened upon the batteries, they were completely 
silenced and abandoned. The light troops, un- 
der Col. Scott and Maj. Forsyth, landed at 9 
o*cloek ; Gen. Lewis's divisions with light artil- 
lery, under Col. Porter, supported them. Gen. 
Boyd's brigade landed immediately after the 
light troops; and Generals Winder and Chand- 
ler followed in quick succession. The moment 
had# arrived which must put the courage, skilly 
and patriotism of the soldier and the citizen to 
the most trying test« Every apparent advantage 
vas on the side of the enemy. The British com- 
naander expected the attack, and he was pre- 
p^ed to resist it ; it was broad day light before 
a landing could be effected, which circumstance 
gave to the enemy sufficient time to aseerlai« 
the point of attack, and to collect and arrange 
Us whole force } a ravine and wood concealed 
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bis force ; bis position was naturally strong, be- 
ing the brow of a high bank, so steep that the 
artillery, whieh landed with Bojd's brigade, witli 
the utmost exertions ot the men, eould not be 
brought into the aetion till some time after the 
enemy had broke and fled ; the enemy's force 
exceeded ii^OOO regulars, and, including militia 
and Indians, amounted to at least ^500 men. His 
regulars were veterans of tried coura^, great 
experience, and long service ; his militia were 
trained and discipline, his savages wrought into 
the most phrenzied animosity against (he Ame- 
ricans. Agsiinst this host, the Americans could 
bring only 1800 men, raw recruits, almost stran- 
gers to discipline, not innured to danger, and few 
of \vhom bad ever seen a battle. Such was the 
disparity, such the danger to be encountered, and 
such the enemy to be vanquished. The Ameri- 
can boats being too few in number, were crowded 
with men ; on their approaching the shore a most 
tremendous fire was opened on them. The lake 
was covered with foam, and the bank was en* 
veloped in a continued blaze. Fortunately the 
aim of the enemy was not so accurate as his fire 
was rapid. No sooner had the light troops under 
Col. Scott landed, than, under their gallant lea- 
der, they attempted to gain the bank. I'hrice 
with the most persevering courage was th^ at- 
tempt made, and thrice were they repelled by an 
enemy more than five times their number. Boyd 
with the first brigade, had by this time landed^ 
about five minutes after Scott, The troops were 
immediately formed in platoons and companies, 
and rushed up the bank. Boyd was the first to 
gain the summit, and for a moment was alone ex- 
posed to the enemies fire. His distance from the 
British lines was not more than eight or ten 
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jArds at furthest, when every bayonet was in- 
stantly directed towards him. But the troops 
had caught too large a portion of the spirit of 
their chief, to leave him long in this perilous 
situation. He was quickly surrounded by his 
brave companions, and our line was soon formed 
at a distance, varying from five to ten yards from 
that of the enemy. It was not till this time that 
the battle could be said to have fairly commene- 
ed. The patient courage of our raw reoruitg 
liad been most severely tried, in approaching the 
shore, amidst showers of bullets, in receiving 
with unshrinking firmness, a tremendous and de- 
structive fire, which they could not return. 
Their intrepidity was now to be proved in th<> 
face of superior numbers of veterans, strengths 
ened by a considerable irregular force of militia 
and Indians. The fire of our men was rapid and 
exact, to a degree seldom surpassed ; but the su- 
periority of the foe enabled him to maintain hiflL 
ground about fifteen minutes. The victory was 
yet doubtful, when the men heard the voice of 
tlieir chief exclaiming the enemy Jly. The efiect 
of this cbecirlng sound in oar raaKS was decisive. 
It producd an instantaneous movement of oar 
whole line. And the enemy before crossing bay- 
onets, broke and fied with the utmost precipita-^ 
tion, leaving upwards of one hundred dead on the 
field of battle, two hundi*ed wounded, and one 
hundred prisoners. The victory was complete* 
Boyd's brigade, and Scott's light troops, who 
alone were ra the battle, pursued the enemy ta 
Qucenstown. If any thing could enhanee the 
value of the victory, it was the faet of its being 
purchased at so trifling a loss. 

The enemy lost t08 killed, 163 wounded, and 
113 taken prisoners. The Americans lost 39 
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killed, and 111 vouDded. In the enemy's Ioss>^ 
S07 militiay who were paroUed, are not inelnded. 

1'he merits of this battle, so far as they apper*- 
tained to the commander, fadonged to General 
Boyd. He commanded daring the whole of th6 
action, the division under General liVinder not 
being able to reach the scene of action until 
after the enemy had fled. 

Prior to the taking of Fort George, three A- 
inericans in the camp, who refused to bear arms^ 
were, by order of Col. Glark, taken out, and 
without ceremony shot ! This infernal seound- 
drei met with his deserts soon after-*-he was kik 
led at the time of the surprise of Generals Win- 
der and Chandler. 

A fire was kept up at intervals, during the 
suoeeeding night, from the batteries at Port Erie* 
On the morning of the 28th, all the magazines 
from Chippawa to point Albino were blown up» 
the enemy retreated ; and Fort Erie, was entered 
in the afternoon by the American troops. 

In these different transactions. Commodore 
Chauncey bore a spirited and useful part. The 
loss on board his fleet consisted of b killed, and 
11 wounded. 

Capt. Perry, afterwards known as the hero of 
Erie, volunteered his services on this occasion, 
and materially aided in securing success. « He 
was, according to Com. Cbauneey's report, << pre- 
sent at every point where he could be useful, uti- 
der showers of musketry, but fortunately escaped 
unhurt.*' 

ThO enemy, probably with a wish to perform 
some exploit that might ballance his losses in the 
neighborhood of Niagara, prepared with a strong 
forre, to attack the American post at Sackett's 
Knrbour. On the 28th May the enemy's fl^et 
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appeared, aceompaiiied by a large number of 
boats. Lieut. Cbauneey, of the navy, came id 
from the lake, firing alarm guos. Gen. Jaiiob 
Brown, who commanded the fort, made every 
possible disposition to repel the menaced attack. 
On the morning of the ^9th, S3 large boats, fiUe* 
with troops, came off from the enemy, and pro- 
ceeded to Garden Island, under cover of some 
gun-boats. The militia^ stationefl near where 
the enemy proposed to land, fired with consider- 
able effect, and then fled from their post. The 
enemy eflTected a landing with about 1200 men 
at Horse Island. A detachment of militia, un* 
der command of Capt. M'Nitt, threw themselves^ 
with eonsiderable effect, on the rear of the ene« 
my's left flank, while the regulars, under CoL 
Backus, engaged and routed him. Gen. Prevost 
who commanded the British expedition, retreated 
with great precipitation, under protec^on of the 
guns of his vessels; and thus saved himself and 
men from being made prisoners. According to 
a previous arrangement, it was agreed, that, it» 
a certain event, the stores, &e. at the navy* 
point, should be destroyed. This event did not 
happen ; but some person, unauthoiised, brought 
information to Lieut. Chauncey, that the battle 
was lost — the stores^ aecorffingly, were de- 
stroyed. 

Gen. Jacob Brown, of the state of New^York 
Vfho commanded the land forces at SackeU's 
Harbour, gave a substantial proof of those rnili^ 
tary talents^ which^ in all his subsequent opera- 
tions, were so conspieuously useful f^ his coun- 
try, and so uniformly honourable to himself, that 
even envy never dared lisp an insinuation dis* 
ereditaUe or dishonourable to the general. Sir 
lames- Lttcus Yeo commanded tt^ BrlUsl^fleot^ 
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The enemy's loss was very considerable^ Inelnd^^ 
ing several offieers of distinction. The Ameri- 
cans lost aboat i 50 in killed and wounded ; CbL 
Mills was killed* and Col. Backus mortally 
wounded. About 400 regular troops suistained 
the heat of the action. 

At the close of the action* a British barge^ 
with a naval lieutenant^ under a flag of troee, 
eame to the bank of the river» and demanded of 
an officer who was standing there^ in the name 
of the general and commodorCf the surrender of 
Sackett's Harbour. The officer replied « No/' 
and the flag returned* 

The pride and presumed authority of Britain 
on her own domaiUf the oceaUf was materially 
tarnished. The laurels plucked from Franee^ 
Spain* Portugal* and Holland* were withering* 
and seemed to be transferred to adorn the brows 
of the hitherto despised commanders of the l/U- 
Uputian fleet of America. It was resolved, by 
the enemy, to retrieye lost honour. An expe- 
dient was resorted to which was successful, so 
ftr as the capticring of a ship* yet an astonished 
and admiring world remained unaltered in the 
opinion* that the' superiority of American tars 
wlis not lessened by the event* nor the fading 
lustre of British invincibility, in any manner 
retrieved. 

For some time belbre the first of June* the 
British frigates Tenedos* Bellepole, and Shan- 
non, were off the harbour of Boston* where the 
Chesapeake lay. The Tenedos and Bell^poule, 
having put a part of their erew on board the 
Shannon, proceeded to sea. The Shannon (the 
best frigate in the British navy,) appeared alone 
•ffthe harbour, on which the Chesaneake got 
under weigb| at mexidianj on i9t June 5 at 15 
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mionte^ before 6, an aedon eommeneecl^ wilhia 
pistol shot, and in a few minutes, the vessels 
dosed ; the arm ehest of the Chesapeake vras 
blown up by a hand grenade, thrown from the 
enemy's ship, and immediately after, the Ches- 
apeake was carried by' boarding, and the prK 
vate signals of the navy of the United States fell 
into the hands of the enemy. 

The enemy boasted not of this victory, it cost 
him too dear, and was an indisputable proof of 
Ameriean bravery. Never was there such car- 
nage between two ships, in so short a time. — 
The loss on board the Shannon cannot be exact- 
ly ascertained; the loss on board the Chesa- 
peake, was 48 killed, and 06 wounded. Total 
killed and wounded, 144. 

Every ofBeer, upon wbom the command of 
the ship would devolve, was either killed or 
wounded previously to the capture of the ves- 
seL The brave Ciapt. Lawrence was mortally 
wounded. 

On the authority of Capt. John Upton, com- 
mander of the privateer Cossack, of Salem, the 
following circumstances were published in a0, 
eastern paper ; 

<< After the enemy had complete possession of the 
ship, and the men were ordered from the tops, Mr,^ 
Berry, a midshipman, who commanded the mizen 
top- surrendered himself as a prisoner, when two 
sailors rushed up, and seizing him by the collar, ar*- 
temfited to' throw fdm overboard^ but he got within 
the shrouds, when they seized him by the heels, and 
threw him on the deck ! Being stunned by the fall, 
he lay some time senseless and 'vifhen he came too, 
he was cut over the head with a cutlass which near» ^ 
ly terminated his existence. Mr. Livingston, ano- 
ther midshipmaj)> after receiving a musket bait 
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through his bodf. was run through the body three 
times, notwithstanding his repeated cries for quar» 
terS} (and after the enemy had possession of the 
ship!) he lived long; enough to express his indig- 
nation at the brutality of his enemies, and expired 
in a few hours. Three men were killed in the hold 
after the capture of the ship ; and they even fired in* 
to the cockpit^ among the wounded and dying I Ele- 
ven of the Chesapeake's officers were confined in a 
small place, 9 feet by six, with a guard at the door, 
till their arrival at Halifax, and only 1 or 3 permit* 
ted to come out at a time. Men were shot at in 
coining down out of the tops to surrender them- 
selves, and other instances of barbarity took place^ 
disgraceful to a civilized people," 

The boasting of British editors and. the re* 
joieings of 3ridsh partizans^ were rather mad 
than enthusiastic on the recovery of her tri- 
dent by the mistress of the deep; but this re* 
joicing did not long continue; the facts con- 
nected with the engagement could not be long 
concealed. The cowardly superiority of the 
enemy^ the unexampled bravery of the Ameri- 
cans,, and the great loss of blood in defence of 
their flag, especially when contrasted with for* 
mei engagements in which the enemy was de- 
featedy lei% no solid ground for exultation^ no- 
thing of which to boast, llie unprejudiced 
reasoner will be yet found holding tfais laurel^ 
and doubting whether to award it to the victor 
or the vanquished. The honours conferred on 
Capt. Broke, by his countrymen, were justly due 
to great valour, of which he is certainly posses* 
sed, although in this instance, it was tarnished by 
a dastardly plan to render success certain. 

The body of Capt. Lawrence was interred' 
tt Halifax^ \)o the Stb June j m whicb oecasioi» 
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the Britkh officers joined in procession, to sIio# 
their respect for a naval eommander, whose he- 
roisuif skill and demeanor, drew respect from all^ 
even from the enemy. 

Captain Crowninshield^^of Salem, (Ms.) hav- 
ing obtained a flag of truce, proceeded to Halt- . 
fax: in the brig Henry, at his own private ex- ^ 
pense ; and, being permitted to talse on board ' 
his vessel, the body of Captain Lawrence, and 
also that of Lieutenant Ludlow,' brought the 
corpses to Salem, where a funeral procession 
took place, on the 17th August, with every mark 
of regret, esteem, and gratitude, which the citi- 
zens coald bestow. Judge Storj delivered a 
suitable oration : the effect produced on the au- 
dience when the orator pronounced the last dy- 
ing words of Lawrence, <^ dont givb up the 
SHIP," may be concdved; to describe it would 
be impossible. 

Mr. Edward N. Cox, brother-in-Iaiv to Cap- 
tain Lawrence, proceeded to Salem, and, having 
received the bodies of the two heroes, convey-, 
ed them to the city of New-York, where they 
were fiuaUy interred. The arrangements for a 
public funeral were made, under tue direction of 
a eommitfee of the common council of the city. 

On Thursday, the 16th September, pursuant 
to arrangtKnents, the bodies of our valiant coun- 
trymen, Lawrence and Ludlow, were finally 
consigned to the pea<?eful tomb. The iinusual 
numl^r which swelled the mournful procession, 
and the undissembled sorrow which marked ev- 
ery countenance from the highest to the lowestr 
order, evinced in an unparalleled degree, the 
public sympathy, and that the honours paid to 
the « mighty dead*' were not more conspicuous 
ttsian deserved. On no similar occasion have we 
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TritDessed a testimonial of respect so uniTei<w 
sal and sincere. It "was indeed a day of mourn- 
ing. The hearts of hoary patriots, and youth* 
ful heroes, beat in solemn unison* and the bright 
eye of beauty glistened M^itb a tributary tear. 
Kot only tiie reflections arising from such a 
scene, but every transaction connected with the 
proceedings of the day, were calculated to in- 
spire with reverence the coldest and most disia- 
^terested spectator. 

The concourse of spectators who witnessed 
this interesting and impressive exhibition, was 
innumerable, and is supposed to amount to for- 
ty or fifty thousand. The streets were lined, 
the windows crowded, and the roofs covered 
with citizens, viewing the grand and solemn 
speetacle. The procession of boats in the har- 
bour, from its novelty in particular, attracted 
much attention, and the wharves and the rig- 
ging of the ves$tis in the docks, were crowded 
witii spectators. 

The corporation made a provision of 1,000 
dollars for each of the two infant children of 
Captain Lawrence. 

An application to the British naval officer, 
Captain Oliver, for* permission to convey the 
bodies of Lawrence and Ludlow, by water, to 
New-York was shaniefullj refused. 

The following extracts, translated from a 
French paper, is worthy of a place here. 

w The Britisb, who had triumphed in so many na- 
Tal combats, previously to the prevailing American 
war, have long relinquished the practice "of rejoicing 
for victories obtained over a single frigate. If an 
achievement of that sort took place against any of 
the European powers, the detail of the action was 
Bierely inserted in the London Gasettei the papers 
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%( the metropolis echoed the narrative, paid a press- 
ing compliment to the officer, and the affair went 
off, being recorded firo methoria^ in the JN"aval> 
Chronicle, as a thing of course. Votes of honour 
from the^ corporation of London, a sword of a hun- 
dred guineas value, and parliamentary encomiums, 
"were reserved for the hero who should destroy 2^ 
Jieet. The battle of the Nile, that of Trafalgar, 
and the like, were alone brilliant enough to excite 
the applause of a people grown callous to common 
feats of renown^ and who, accustomed to vanquish 
every thing on the ocean, believed themselves cm* 
nipotent on that element. In the Americans the 
British have found ap enemy that has obstructed 
the agreeable train of their maritime ideas. The 
citizens of the United States are the host seamen 
in the worlds Fheir officers are men of nautical 
science, of great experience, and generally in the 
prime of life._ The first naval combat of the war, 
marked, not a simple equality of skill and couruge 
in the men of the two countries, but a decided su- 
periority in favour of the Americans. If the Eng- 
lish pride was mortified at the sudden reverse m 
this» capture of the Qu -rriere, the whole British go- 
▼ernraent was thrown into consiemation at the cap- 
tufe of the Macedonian, the Java, the Frolic, and the 
^ Peacock. Such rapid and successive defeats made 
the cabinet of St. James bristle again ; it seemed as 
if all the English captains were doomed to pass, one 
after the other, under the Yankee yoke^ or to the re« 
gions of the dead I*' 

<^ A triumph gained by something very like an 
artifice, has given occasion to the most extravagant 
demonstrations of joy in London. A member of 
Parliament, whose name is Croaker^ which in the 
English tongue, signifies a noisy, but contemptible 
reptile, has pronounced on the* occasion a most 
preposterous eulogium, and the corporation of l.on* 
don have treated the affair as if the fleets of all the 
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world had been anchored in the Thames, as trophieir 
of their vulour ! Who is there that does not perceive 
in this vapouring oi the Islunderst a real fear for 
their ultimate naval superiority \ The Americans 
vill soon recover from this event. 1 hey are a peo« 
pie that do not yield to misfortune. W e had some 
experience of them 30 years ago ; and they have 
already evinced that they have not degenerated." 

The bai'burous usiugi? which the crew of the 
Chesapeake received from the enemy* when con- 
trasted with the treatment which the brave Law- 
rence and his crew oliserved, when they were 
Tictorsris the beat possible comment on the cha- 
racter of both nations. 

It is a fact wroithy of note, and iif the highest 
degree honuurabie to our brave tars, that on the 
day pi'eeeding the destruction of the Pe&icock, 
the crew of the Hornet made a subscription, and 
supplied the prisoners (who bad lost almost eve- 
ry thingf) with two shirts^ and a jacket and trow- 
sers each. 

The following is the official report of an ex- 
traordinary event which occurred June 6. 

Copy of letter from Major-general Dearborn, to 

the secretary of war. 'IjP^ 

Head^QuarierSf Fori George ^ June 6, 1813. 
Sir— I have received an exp^-ess from the head of 
the lake this evenings with intelligence^ that our 
troops, commanded by Brig. Gen. Chandler/w^Te at- 
tacked at two o'clock this morning by (he whole of 
tiie British al^H Indian forces, and by some strange 
fatality, UiOugh our loss was small, (not exceeding 
tliirty ) and the enemy completely routed and driven 
from the fields botlk Brig. Generals Chandler and 
Winder, were taken prisoners. They had advanced 
to ascertain the situation of a company of artillery, 
when the attack commenced. General Vincent is 
said to be among the killed of the enemy ; Colonel 
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tSarke Was mortally wounded, and fell into our 
hands, with 60 prisoners of the 49th Critish regiment. 
The whole loss of the enemy is 250. They sent in 
^ flag with a request to bur> the dead. Gen. Lewis, 
accompanied by Brig. Gen> Boyd, goes on to take the 
-command of tlie advance troops.** 

It appearsr thaf on (his oec^sion, the advanc- 
ed ^ard of the American army commenced a 
sharp skirmish with the advance of the entmy^ 
ia the afternoon of Che 5Cli June : the latter was 
compelled to retreat into a thick wood. In the 
evenings the Americans took a position behind 
Stoney-creek 5 the light infantry and part of the 
rifle corps, on the right of the ^5th regiment, 
formed the right wing ; the artillerv, under Capt. 
Townson, apd l», I^onard, the centre ; the dth, 
16(h, and 23d infantry^ and §oine riflemeia, the 
left; aid the cavalry in the rear; the picket 
^ards were strong, and so placed, as to surround 
the encampment with centiners. The whole 
f^rce did not exeeed 1000 men, but their disposi- 
tion was the best that could he made^- Tliree 
hundred men were eai*amped on the border of 
tfae lake, for the protection of the boats. 

About 2 o'clock in the morniag« the enemy 
forced the picket, and aUaoked the encampment^ 
in the dark with his whole force of regulars and 
Indians. The Americans withstood and resisted 
the enemv with such resolution and success, that 
when the day dawned, none of the enemy were 
to be seen, but the killed and wounded, who 
covered the field of battle. 

The attack began on the right and was gal-* 
lantly repelled by the fire of The light troops 
and ZBih regiment, commanded by Mmj. Smitti. 
In a few minutes it became general along the 
wliole liiici and was nobly returned by the ar« 

I 
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tillery of Jhe centre, comnianded by Captains 
T^Ywnsend) and L, Leonard, and by the troops of 
the left wing, viz, the dth under Lient* Col. Mil- 
tottf the 2Sd commanded by Maj. Armstrong, 
and the 16tb. The fire continued with little in< 
termission for one hour, during which time the 
enemy attempted, by frequent charges, to break 
our line, but without efiect, being obliged to give 
way by the well directed fire of our brave troops. 

The 13th and 14th regiments (which had been 
<letaehed the preceding evening) were active in 
znaking prisoners, and advanced with much ar- 
dor to the field, in hopes of sharing With llie 
gallant 5th, and 22d9 2M, and light troops, the 
glory of another combat. But the unfortunate 
capture of Brig. Gens. Chandler and M^inder, 
who were taken in the action unknown to any 
part of the army, and hurried to the eneroj's 
lines, prevented the future operations from be- 
ing carried into effect, with the promptitude 
which assuredly would have taken place, had 
either of those officers been present to com- 
mand. 

As soon as it was discovered that generals 
"Winder and Chandler were prisoners. Colonel 
James Burn, on whom the command devolved, 
summoned a council of war, a majority of whom 
decided, that the army ought to retire to its 
former position, at Forty- mile creek. 

The army on this occasion has proved its 
iirmness and bravery, by keeping its position ift 
a night attack, in which the yells of the Indians, 
mingled with th^ roaring of cannon and mus- 
ketry were calculated to intimidate. The ene- 
my charged repeatedly, and so dark was the 
night, that our army could not distinguisli friend 
from foe i in one of these they succeeded in 
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earrying.offa 6 pounder» howitzer^ and a caU- 
son^ to the great mortilicatioQ of oup brave ar- 
tillery. It is presumed it was on that occasion al- 
so that we lost our generals, who were distinctly 
board encouraging our men to fight. The 
squadron ofdragoons remained formed ami steady 
at their posts, but eould not act on account of 
the darkness of the night, and the thickness of 
the adjacent woods. 

Refiort qf killed^ xvounded and misaing^ in the attioie 
qft/ie 6th June, at Stoney Creek, 

Killed^^X sergeant, 1 corporal, IB privates. 

Wqund^d-^l captain) 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, and 
34 privat.es. 

Missing'^'^ hrigadier-g^encrals, 1 major, 3 captaioB 
1 subaltern, 9 sergeants, 4 corporals, 60 privates. 
-. Totals killed, wounded and missing, 154. 

Correct returns from the reports of the different 
corps in the action of the 6th inst. at Stonej Creek* 

J. JOHJVSON, Ast. Adj. Gen. 

The enemy acknowledged to have on this oc« 
eaaion, the 8th or king's regiment, 280^ men ; 
'if9th reginaeot, 430 — Total regular 710, besides 
<« a powerful body of Indians under the Chief 
Norton." As the eneftiy makes no mention of 
his rnilitia, and he is known to under-rate his, 
actual foi'QMs in every action, it may be supposed 
that his force, in the engagement at Stoney^creekj 
was very considerable. • 

The American army took up a ^position at 
Forty- mile creek, 10 miles in rear of the ground 
on which it bad been attacked. Here iti^sjoin-*. 
ed at 5 o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th June^ 
by a reinforcement under the eommand of Gen. 
Lewis. At 6 oV>1ock in the evening, the hostile 
fleet hove in sight ; the Americans lay on their 
arms during the nightm At dawu of day ih» 
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squadron appeared about a mile from the sbore;' 
about 6 o'clock towed in a large sebooner^ (it 
being a dead calm^) witb a view to destroy a num^ 
ber of bouts attached to tbe American army 
which lay on the beaeh. By means of a tempo- 
rary furnace, eonstrueteil in half an hour^ undep 
direction of Capt. I'otlen^ of the engineers^ and 
by the sueeessful fire from 4 pieces of artilleryt 
'worked by the mrn of Cupt. Archer and Tow- 
8()n*b companies, the enemy's schooner was com* 
pelled toietire, wiihout effecling the destructioa 
of I he boats. A party of Indians, having oeeu-^ 
pied a eommanding eminence, eommeneed an at* 
tack on the Americans, but were soon disiodgedr 
ar d forced to retreat before a party of volunteers, 
under comninnd of Lieut. Eldridge, adjutant in 
Col. Chrystie^ regiment. Sir James Yeo, com* 
mander of the enemy's fleet, having failed in his 
^tack on the boats, sent a flag to the Americaa 
commander, demanding a surrender 4>f the army; 
to this a verbal negative was given* On the 14dif 
a part of the camp equipage and baggage vrere 
put in boats, and the weather being favoura- 
ble, the boats, put off, without waiting for a de* 
tatchment of 200 men, which was ordered to eo 
on board for the purpose of protecting them, m 
case of being attacked. It was a ^ort tinfie 
ealra, but a breeze springing up, when they ha4 
progressed about three miles, they were borne 
down upon by an armed schoaner ; the most en- 
terprising kept on and escaped, others ran to tbe 
shore and deserted their boats; twelve of the 
boats, principally containing baggage of the of- 
ficers and men, werMaken. At 10 o' clock. Gen. 
Lewis put the army in motion, in order to return 
to Niagara ; the Canadian militia and savagesi 
bung on thdr flanks and rear* during the retreatf 
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Lieut. GoL Bcarstler was detaehcd on the 
evening of 23d June^ with 570 raen^ to a place 
ealled Beaver-dams^ about 9 miles from QueeBs- 
town, to disperse a body of the enemy colleeted 
there* The enemy's force was understood to* 
consist ef above 80 regulars, 150 or 200 militia^ 
and 50 or 00 Indians. Col. Boerstler's detach- 
ment reached within about two miles of Beaver- 
dams, at 8 o*clook in the morning, when it wa» 
attacked from an ambnseade, consisting of 500 
regulars^ and 100 Indians, but soon repulsed the 
enemy, and then retire<l to a clear fielcf, and sent 
an express for reinforcements* A reinforcement 
of 300 men, under command of Col. Chryslie,- 
wa& quickly, inarched to the aid of Col. Boerst- 
ler; but, on arriving at QueenstowR» was in- 
formed, that Lieut. Col. Boerstler, with bis com* 
mand, had surrendered to the enemy. The re- 
inforcement returnefl to eamp. The Americar|y^ 
troops fought with great bravery for two hours^^ 
while surrounded by superior numbers. General 
Dearborn, in his official statement^ dated at Fort 
George* June 25th, expresses his surprise, << why 
k should have been deemed proper to remain^ 
several hours in a position surrounded by woods^. 
without either risking a decisive action, or effect- 
ing H retreat, remains to be aeeounted for, aa^ 
well as the project of waiting for a reinforcement 
tmm a distance of fifteen or sixteen miles." This^ 
difficulty was soon cleared up by Ms^or Chapin^ 
who eomniandod the militia at the battle of Bea- 
ver-dams, but who arrived at Buffaloe in the* 
night of the iSth July, having, together withi 
his company, escaped from the enemy, after be- 
ing prisoners of war. Capt. Chapin stated, that 
the enemy was considerably superior in number^, 
iiotw^ithstanding which, Lieut*. CoL B< eEstto * 
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would have been able to maintain bis pogitioiir or 
cut a pa9Sii{;e through the enemyy so as to efiect 
a retreat ; hut at tiiis juneture a British officer 
I'ode up and demanded tiie surrender of tlie A- 
meriean party. Hie demand was made, he said, 
to prevent the effusion of blood. He asserted 
also, upon his honour, and declared in the most 
solemn manner, that the Jlritisb regular force 
was double tliat of the American, and that fbe 
Indians wt^re 700 in number. Lieut. Col. Boerst- 
ler, under a belief of these facts, and thinking it 
impracticable to get off the wounded, whom be 
was unwilling to abandon to the mercy of the sa* 
vage3,and deeming it extremely uncertain whe- 
ther a retreat eould be effoetrd, thought proper 
to agree to terms of eapitulation, iKrhich were at 
length signed by himself on the one part, and by 
Lieut. Col. Bishop on the other. 
M| Capt. Chnpin makes the following statement: 

" The articles of capitulation were no sooner sign* 
ed, than they were violated. The Indians ioimedi« 
atcly commencfd their depredations, and plundered 
the officers of their side arms. The soldiers too 
were stripped of f very article of clothing to which the 
savages took a fancy, such as hats, coats, shoe^, tuc." 

By the articles of capitulation, it was stipulat- 
ed that the wounded hhould be taken gof»d care 
of, the offiuers be perniiited to retain their side- 
arms, private property be respected, and the mi- 
litia immediately parolled. How eharacteristie 
of a savkge and faithless enemy was this shame* 
ful violation of honour and good faith. 

IMiijor Chnpin and his corps were detained un- 
der guard at the head of liake Ontario, and no 
attention paid to the article of capitulation^ 
which provided for their being parolled^ On tb4 



12th inst. they vfeve ordered down the lake to 
Kingston ; for whleh place they were embarked 
in two boats, aceonipanied by agnard of lament 
under the command of a lieutenant. Thirteen 
of the men» with the lieutenant^ were stationed 
in the forward boat with Major Cbapin and the^ 
other afficersy while tbe remaining two, (a sers- 
geant and one man,) took tbe dtreetion of the other 
boat, wbicb contained the soldiers. Au agree^ 
ment had been entered into, previous to their de-^ 
parture, of ^\t\ng the first opportunity that of- 
ferred to regain their liberty, which tbey deter- 
mined to effect^ or die in the attempt. When 
they were within about 12 mil«s of York, the 
boat which was filled with the prisoners, was 
rowed by them along side the other, under pre* 
tence of taking soiuething to drink. The signal 
being given, they sprang upon the guard, who 
little expected such a manceuvref and in a short 
time disarmed them, and gained possession of' 
the boats. They immediately altered their course 
from Kidgstoa to Port JNiagara, and after row- 
ing hard for most of the night, and escaping with 
difficulty from one of the enemy'a schooners, 
which gave them chase, arrived in safety with 
their prisoners, at the American garrison. 

The following extract of a private letter from 
Fort George, made its appearance in a public 
newspaper, in the first week in August : 

<^ A large boat arrived two days since from Little 
York, containing one lieutenant, and 8 of his Britan- 
nic majesty's militia, captured by 8 of our men, (3 
regulars, and 5 milida,) taken at Beaver Dams. The* 
lieutenant and his party were conducting them to- 
ILingston-^our men rose on the English and brought 
them in here. Another boat, with 14 of Boerstler'a* 
ii)en, has, just come in from York, bringing wUb. 
them their centiti^l^ and one other perscou'^ 
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It would bo an unpardonable injustice to tb«- 
brave Cbapin not to give bis own report ofthis 
beroie escape. Tbe following is a copy of hia 
letter lo Gen. Dearborn^ dated Fort George^ 
June ISth, 1816. 

« Sir— •! have just arrived from my confinement in 
Cnnaduy with my men, without our parole. Our re- 
turn happened in the following manner : I received 
orders at Burlington heights on Monday morning, to 
go to Kingston— We set off accordingly under the 
care of a guard of 16 men. I had with me 28 men: 
We all went on very quietly till 4 o*clock in the 
afternoon, at which time I gave a signal to attack the 
guard, which were stationed in the following order ^ 
A sergeant and one man in the boat with my men, a 
lieutenant and 13 men in the boat with me and two 
ofEcers. At the signal, my men ran along side of the 
boat I was in. Lieut. Showers ordered them to fall 
astern. I ordered them on hoard-— at which time the 
officer attempted to draw his sword. I seized him by 
the neck and threw him on his back-— two of his men 
drew their bayonets upon me— I immediately seized, 
both bayonets at the same instant, and threw therai 
on the top of the officer, and kept all down together;, 
at the same moment, my men seized the guard, and 
wrested from them their arms — we then, having pos-^ 
session of the arms, changed our course, and arrived 
here this morning half after two o'clock, all safe. We 
have brought two boats with us. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant^ 

CYRENUS CHAPIN/' 

On thelltb July, 18iS, 250 British regulars 
crossed the Niagara^ below Black Roek, niovedi 
up towards that place, and marehed far above 
the navy-yard, before any alarm was given. Tbe 
detached militja, being surprised, retreated ug' 
ihe beaeb^ and left the enemy in quiet possessu^ 
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«r the village, who proceeded to burn tlie sailors^ 
barracks and block-houses at the gi*eat battery ; 
they then proceeded to the batteries, dismounted 
and spiked three 12 pounders^ and took a\vay 
three field-pi^ises^ anyone 12 pounder; they took 
from the store-house a quantity of whis^key, salty 
flour, pork^ &e. vi^hieh^ with four citizens^ they 
took across the river. At the first moment of 
the alarm, Gen. Porter left Black Bock for Buf- 
faloe; at which place be assembled a body of 
volunteers, and a few regulars, which with 100 
militia, and 25 Indians, formed a junction about 
a mile from the enemy. After being formed 
with th0 militia and Indians on the flanks, and 
the volunteers and regulars in the centre, they 
attackeds and the enemy, after a contest of 20 
minutes, retreated in the utmost confusion, to the 
beach, embarked in several of our boats^ and 
pulled for the opposite shore; all the boats got 
off without injury, except the last» which suffered 
severely from our fire^ and from appearance, 
nearly all the men in her were killed and wound* 
ed. The British lost 8 killed on the field, be- 
sides those killed and wOunded in the boats. The 
Americans took 15 prisoners, who were sent to 
Batavia. On the American side^ sergeant Hart* 
man, Jonathan Thompson, and Joseph Wright, 
were killed, and 5 wounded, two of which were 
Indians. ' ^ 

On the 7th July^ the enemy attacked a guard 
about a mile and a half froiti Fort George, when 
Lieut. Eidridge, with 39 men, who volunteered 
under him, went to relieve them ; but, in his zeal 
to execute the order* he unexpectedly found 
himself surrounded in the wood by Indians, who 
opened a deadly fire upon his little corps, vrhieh 
out down 18^*a few fled, and the remainder wer« 
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taken bj the Indians, and stripped, sealped* and 
mangled in a horrid manner. Only 9 of the 
corps escaped. 

During the night of the 4th Jolj, a party of 
the enemy, consisting, according to the British 
aeeount, of 41 men, but known to exceed that 
number, passed over in boats from Chippawa to 
Fort Schlosser, which was guarded by only 12 
men, whom the enemy made prisoners, together 
with three of the citizens ; and also succeeded in 
carrying off some flour, salt pork, whiskey, kc; 
one brass six pounder, a few stands 4>f arms, 
some bail-cartridges, &c. with which they has- 
tily retired. The enemy being reinforced, re- 
turned on the succeeding evening to complete the 
plundering, which his hurry and fears compelled 
him to leave unfinished during his first visit, but 
observing a guard, he retreated without attempt* 
ing to land. 

A body of the enemy, consisting of about 200 
men, besides Indians, attacked the pickets at 
Fort Geerge, on the I7th July, but were brave^ 
ly repulsed, after a contest of one hour. Al- 
though this affair was not otherwise of much 
consequence, it was in a degree so, inasmuch as 
it gave a full opportunity of testing the conduct 
of the American officers engaged; as it was 
fought In detachments. Col. Scott had commajid 
of the troops on this occasion. Gen. Boyd, io 
his official report, highly extolled the activity 
and bravery of those engaged, particularly Ma- 
jors Cummins, and Armstrong; Captains Van- 
deursen, IVIadisoiu Birdsall, and Towson. 

A declaration of war, of which the following 
is a copy, was issued by the Six Nations of New- 
York Indians, immediately after the invasion of 
the state by the Britisht 
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DECLARATION OF WAR. 

BT THB SIX NATIOWS OF INDIANS. 

We, the Chiefs and Councillors of the Six Na« 
tions of Indians, residing in the state of New-York| 
do hereby proclaim to all the War Chiefs and War- 
riors of the Six Nations, that WAR is declared on 
our party agsdnst the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada • 

Therefore, we do hereby command and advise all 
the War Chiefs to call forth immediately the War- 
riors under them, and put them in motion, to protect 
their rights and liberties, which our brethren, the 
Americans, are now defending. 

(Signed) . . By the Giand Councillorsi 

Majop-General Dearborn had been for some 
time in a state oF ill health. On the 15th July 
he was superceded in the command of the army 
on the Niagara frontier; and was succeeded by 
Geti. Boyd* the second in command. <ln this 
occasion, the general received a very afiVctionatb 
address from General Boyd, and the other offieejrs 
serving at Fort George. As, however, the 
eau«e of the generaPs dismissal was the qbjcrct 
of various conjecture, the following extract finmh 
the gt*neral order, issued on the occasion, will ^ 
give to tlie reader all the satisfuction in our pow- 
er to eommuni<«ate. 

*' The major-general commanding, having receiv- 
ed orders from the secretary of war, to retire from 
the command of this army until his health shall be 
re-established, and until further orders— the com- 
mand devolves on Brig. Gen. Boyd. Were the ma- 
jor-general permitted to consult his own feelings, do 
consideration could induce him to leave the army at 
this important crisis ; but the first duty of a soldier 
is to obey his superiors.'' 

About the ±b\i\ or 16th of July, two private 
armed boats^ eacU carrying a 6 or 8 pounder. 



:^ 



t<tS BISTORT OT THE VAR. 

Bnd 50 meii^ sailed from Saeketf s Harboar, to 
cruise in the St. Lawrence/ On Monday* the 
idlhy they fell in with a gun-boat, carrying a 
6 pound carronade, convoying 15 of tbe enemy's 
baiteauXf captured them ivithout tbe loss of a 
many and brought them into Cranberry Creek, 
about ^9 miles above Ogdensburgh. The bat- 
t(aux had on board 250 barrels pork, 300 bags 
pilot bread, ammunition, &e. bound from Montre* 
al to Kingston. On I'uesday morning, 5 of the 
enemy's' gim-boats, with 250 soldiers from Pres- 
eot, arrived off the ereek, and landed their mea. 
The privateersmen bad hardly time to eonstruet 
a breast^work of their bags of pilotbrettd, be- 
fore they were attacked by 200 of the enemy ; 
and strange to tell, after an obstinate engage- 
ment, in which from 40 to 60 of the enemy were 
killed, his force retreatrd precipitately to their 
boats, except t5« who took to the woods, and 
were pursued* The American loss was trifling, 
though it is not specified. Sixty-seven British 
prisoners, captured in the batteaux and gun-boat, 
arrived at Watertown on Tuesday evening. 

I'he employment of Indians by the enemy 
rendered it absolutely necessary^ to attach tbe 
friendly Indians to the army of tbe U. States. 
On this occasion there was an opportunity of 

E roving that the savage can abstain from tliose 
arbarous acts^ which the enemy must have en- 
couraged, or certainly did not attempt to pre- 
vent. 

A body of volunteers and Indians, under com- 
mand of Miyor Chapin, had a skirmish with the 
enemy, near Fort*George, on the- 17th August, 
in which the latter was defeated, and complete- 
ly routed, 'i'he American Indians captured 1^ 
of the British Indians^ and four whites. The 



todians, in a coanoil hel^ with them previotts to . 
this afikir^ covenanted not to scalp or murder. 
Their bravery in battle was as eonspicuouii as 
their humanity to the vanquished ; no insult was 
oSered even to the dead» 

At daj break on the 24th Augast* the enemy^ 
With his whole farce, commanded by Sir George 
Pre vest, drove in all the American pickets at 
Fort George* A skirmish ensued in the vil- 
lagCf with little efiect, when the enemy retired, 
leaving 15 of his men dead on the field, ami a 
-few prisoners, including a captain of the 49th* 
The .Americans lost twi» men killed, aqd a few 
wounded. •?  

The pain of being corapell^ to relate tKeliar- 
baritjr of a faithless enemy, on almost every 0(% 
ea»ioni where he had power, is pleasingly miti- 
gated by the contrast whi^h the acts of Ameri- 
can soldiers and seamen prodaee. Among the 
many, too namerous for reeolleetion or detail^ 
the following will be read with satisfaction : 

On the ^ist September, a company of volun- 
teers, principally of the village of Buffkloe, em* 
barked fo^ Sugar Loaf, (about 14 miles from 
Fort Erie.) under command of Mafor Chapiny 
with an intention to surprise and capture a Bri<^ 
tish guard, commanded by CoL Warren. The 
colonel had anticipated the attack, and had 
withdrawn himself and guard from the lake 
some mites^ into the interior of the country.— « 
The party took several prisoners, who were im* 
mediately paroled ; and S4 barrels of flour, «od 
B bale of blankets, all of which was the proper- 
ty of government. There were several hundred 
barrels of floor at the mills, but there being no 
proof of its being pnblie property, it was not ta- 
ken. The conduet of Major Chapiui iu all his 
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Sneorsions into tbc enemy's terpitory,' fans bc^ 
strictly honourable ; carefully distingnisbiog be- 
tween friends and enemies ; justly discriminating 
between public and private property* 

The American fleets under eommand of Com- 
modore Channcey, went out of the inner har- 
bour of Sackett's Harbour, the 19(b July, 1815, 
and sailed soon afterward. The fleet stretched 
over for the enemy's shore, and from thenee 
stood up the lake, and arrived off Niagara, in 
the evening of the 27th July. Com. Channcey 
I)eing informed that the enemy had a eonsider- 
'able deposit of provisions and stores at Burling- 
ton-bay, had determined to attempt their desirue-> 
tion. Having taken on board 250 infantry, the 
fleet proceed^ te tlie head of the lake, but oiv- 
log to light winds and calms, did not arrive to 
an anchorage before the evening of the 29th. — 
Two parties were sent on shore, who took some 
of the inhabitants, from whom they learned, 
that the enemy was lately reinforced, and that 
he had from €00 to 800 regulars. The troops 
were, however, landed the next morning, toge- 
ther with some marines and sailors ; but, on re- 
€onnoitering the enemy's position, he wa^ found 

fiosted upon a peninsula of high ground, strong- 
y intrcBched, and liis camp defeiKled by about 
8 pieces of cannon. It was jndged inexpedient 
to attack him with a force scarcely half his 
numbers, and without artillery. The men 
were re-embarked in the course of the after- 
noon; and the fleet weighed in the evening, 
and stood for York, in the harbour of which 
place it anchored about 3 o'clock, P. M. On 
the Slst, the schooners sailed info the upper 
barbour; the marines and soldiers, under the 
i^mmand of Colonel Scott,, landed without op- 
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position, (upwards of 40a men^of the eitemyhav- 
iog left York dir the head of tlie lake* two days^ 
pi'evious to the diseiQbai'kation«) . Several hun* 
dred barrels of flour and provisions wei*e found 
in the public store-house ; also 5 pieees of can- 
noUy 11 boatSy and a quantity of shoty shells^ and 
other stores 9 all of wbieh were either destroyed 
or taken away — a few prisoners were taken. 
The troops wea*e re-eaibarked on the 1st August^ 
having previously burned the barraoks, and pub- 
lie store-houses — the expedition arrived at Ni' 
agara on the Sd. . - 

. On the 7th August, at day-light. Commodore 
Ghiauheey discovered the enemy, consisting of 
^ ships, 2 brigs, and 2 large schooaers, on Lake 
Ontario. He immediately weighed anehor, and 
manoeuvred to gain the wind. Both fleets con* 
tinued to manoeuvre for several hours,, at a dis- 
tanee from each other of about 5 or 6 miles. 
Commodore Channcey endeavouring in vain te 
bring the enemy to action. Toward night it 
became quite calm, during which time the Com- 
modore endeavoured to reach the enemy by 
sweeps, but without success. Wind, during the 
night, was very squally. At day-light, on the 
8th, discovered that 2 of the schooners, the 
Hamilton and Scourge, mounting together 19^^ 
guns, had foundered, and every soul on board 
them, except 1 6, perished. This accident gave 
the enemy a decided advantage, yet the Commo- 
dore offered him battle, which was declined. — 
In the afternoon the wind fell away, and»the 
Commodore again endeavoured to reacji the ene- 
my by means of his sweepsy. but was again un* 
successful. During the afternoon, the enemy^ 
taking advantage of a wind which sprang up, 
and brought him to windward/ endeavoured tso 
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rat off tbe Ameriean sehooner^ but they yrtrm 
able to eome into their station before he conld 
reaeh them. N ight coming on^ and the weather^ 
as OD the former nighty fequally» the Commo- 
doi-e, to guard against further aocidentf as veil 
as to afford some rest to his men^ ¥^ho had been 
40 hours at quarters^ ran in towards Niagarat 
and anchored outside the bar. Here he received 
on boavdy and disti*ibuted in different ve8sels« 150 
joien, to aid in boarding, in case he could close 
with the enemy. 

Soon after day-light on the Qth, he discovered 
the enemy, weighed anchor, and stood after him. 
The winds were light and variable, and before' 
noon quite calm ; at 5 P. M. the wind 8i»*ang op^ 
pursued the probable course of the enemy during 
the night. In the morning of the iOth, discov* 
ored the enemy and gave him chase ; before the 
wind changed, brought the enemy to windwaird^ 
by which he was again enabled to avoid an ae« 
lion. . Both fleets continued, manoeuvring until 
11, when a firing eommenced between both fleets* 
The wind favoured the enemy, and enabled him 
to effect one purpose of all his long and cowardly 
manoeuvring, by separating two vessels from 
the remainder of the squadron^ and eapturing^ 
the Growler and Julia. 

On the morning of the ilth, the Commodore 
got sight of the enemy, but he still refused bat- 
tle, notwithstanding his increased advantage^ by 
the. capture of 2 vessels, and a wind favourable 
to Ifim. A gale coming on. Commodore Chaun- 
eey returned to Sackett's Harbour, to obtain pro- 
visions, of which his ships was nearly desti- 
tute. ^ 

On the 7th September, the ene^ny's squadroDy 
ander command of Captain Yeo^ was discovered: 
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^lose in with the Niagara river. CiMnmodore 
Chauncey's fleet immediately weighed anehor, 
and prepared for action. The enemy sailed to 
the northward ,• The Commodore in pursuit. — 
The pursuit was continued all round the lake,- 
until the morning of the l^th,^ when the enemy 
succeeded in geking. inta Amherst-bay« During- 
the chase^ there was a running fights off Genes- 
see river^ which continued three and a half hours ; 
the enenay sufiered much ^ the Americans did 
not loose a man. 

Gommodore Chaoneey continued to bloekade 
the enemy in Amherst-bay, until the 17th Sep- 
temher, when a», heavy wind from the. westward 
favoured' his escape into Kingston ; and the Ame* 
riean fleet returned to Saekett^s Harbour. Af- 
ter a few hours delay at.Sackett> Harbour^ Com- 
modore Chauncey sailed again Gar Niag^ra^r 
where he arrived on the 24th. tJn the ls>th lio 
saw the enemy off the False Ducks, but took no* 
notice of him/ in hope that ho might follow tho* 
Commodore up the lake* 

On the £6th September^ Commodore Chaun- 
cey learned that the enemy^s fleet wasin- York- 
bay; he prepared to weigh> but waa prevented 
from getting out of the river before the evening 
of the 27th. On the 2ath the enemy was dis- 
covered under way in York-bay. The Ameri- 
cans formed a Uoe for battlcj^ and run down foe 
the enemy'^s centre. The enemy endeavoured to* 
avoid, an actioBi At 10- minutea^ past ±% the* 
enemy, in order to save his two rear vessels** 
was compelled to tack in succession, beginning^: 
at his van> when ho hoisted. his>ooIours,.and com- 
menced a fire on CommcKlore Chauncey.% flagr 
ship, the General Pike, for the purpose of co-^ 
veering, his rear^ and attacking the AmerigaQH 
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irear as he passed to leeward. By a happy ma* 
iMBUvre^ Commodore Chauneey defeated (his part 
of the adversary's plan, wheo the latter bore 
away. The American sbiiis, hoiiever, closed so 
Bear as to bring theii* guns to bear ; and in 20 
minutes* the main and mizen top-masts^ and 
main yard of the Wolf were shot away. This 
ship immediately put before the wind, and set all 
sail upon his main mast ; and, by keeping dead 
before the wind, was enabled to eseape. The 
ohase was eontinned until near 3 P. M. daring 
which time the Commodore's ship kept within 
point blank shot of the enemy, and sustained the 
Wiiole of his fire, during the chase. 

At 15 minutes past 3, the Commodore waa 
obliged to give up the chase : his ship was mak-^^ 
ing wafer so fast, that it required all bis pumpa 
to keep her elear ; and others of his vessels were 
much damaged. The encmy^s fleet was within 
six miles of the head of the lake, where, owing, 
to the stiffness of the gale, both fleets might go 
ashore at a place in possession of the enemy. — 
I'he Commodore, therefore, thought proper ta 
proeeed to Niagara. The General Pike sufl^r- 
ed a eonsfderuble loss of men, among whom 
were 22 kilted or wounded, by the bursting of a 
gun. On the 1st October, the Commodore sail- 
ed again from Niagara, taking under convoy se* 
YCT'ai boats with troops for Sackett^s Harbour* 
Having convoyed these as far as it was deemcA 
iiecessary for their safety, he left them to pro- 
ceed coastwise; and be bent his eourse in search 
•f the enemy. 

On the Hi October, at 10 A. M. the enemy^ 
^rag discovered steering a course for Niagara^ 
Commodore Chauneey ordered a chase— the en* 
emy aroided an engagement aa usual^ and w^as. 
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far ahead by sun down. On the morning pf the 
Sdy the enemy ivas discovered at anchor close in 
\i\i\i the land^ between Twelve and IVenty uiilo 
creeks, but made sail, on discovering the A'raeri- 
c^n fleet. The obaae continued all day i the en- 
emy could barely be made out from the mast- 
head by sun-down. At day-light, on the 4th, 
be could not be seen. The Commodore, sus- 
pecting that the enemyf availing himself of a 
very dark nighty had shaped his coui'se for 
Kingston, directed his course for the Ducks. — 
At 3 P. M. the Commodore discovered 7 sail 
near the false Ducks, gave chaser and at ^ 
o'clock, discovered them to be sloops and schoon* 
ers. At 5 P. M. gained eonsiderably on them, 
which the enemy perceiving, he took the men 
out of a bIow sailing g«n-boat, and then burned 
her to prevent her capture. At sun-down, wheti 
opposite the Real Ducks, the Jflamilton, (late 
Growler,) Confianee, (late Julia,) and Mary- 
Anne, struck their colours, and were taken pos- 
session off The Drummond soon after struck 
to the Sylph ; and on the following morning, the 
Sylph took possession of the Lady Goree. But 
one of the enemy's vessels, a small schooner, es- 
caped, and she owed her safety to the darkness^ 
of the night. 

Commodore Chauncey proceeded to Saekett's 
Harbour with his prizes. The captm*ed vessels 
mounted from 1 to 3 guns each, and were re^ 
turning with troops from the head of the lake* 
The following are the number and description, 
of troops of the enemy made prisoners on this 
occasion viz. 1 major, 1 captain, 3 subalterns^ 
1 surgeon, 10 sergeants^ 4 drummers, 202 rank 
and file, of De Wattevile's regiment ; 1 lieu-^ 
tenant^ % laaator's matos^ M^seamea and jsa^ 
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rineS) of the royal navy ; and 4 sailhig-nkasters 
of the provincial navy. The enemy's squadron 
was seen going into Kingston the same evening. 

It was cause of much surprise that the Bri^- 
tish were permitted to obtain an ascendancy as 
to actual force on the lakes Charaplain, Ontario^ 
and Erie; if they did not make all the use of 
their numerical superiority which they ought to 
have made, it must remain for themselves to 
explain. Commodore Yeo was brave, and an 
experienced officer. ~ His apparently cowardly 
eonduct on Lake Ontario, must have been the 
result of his private instructions. It must be 
coofessedf that this surmise is ill supported when 
contrasted with the policy of the British com* 
manders on lakes Cliamplain and £rie. On 
both these lakes, the enemy reckoned on success, 
as what must certainly result from his superior 
tactics, 8up[iorted by a superior force. Be did 
try his strength and talents against the Yanr 
kees, and with his ships and invincibility, band*' 
ed over to. the Yankees, all the laurels which 
were gleaned from every other naval power. — 
The American war, on the sea and the lakes, has 
disgraced, degraded^ and humbled, the proud 
mistress of the deep* and raised the aspiring 
and noble minded American to a height, which 
every nation in the world, except England, has 
witnessed with a pleasure or enthusiasm, that 
speaks a language to the BritoD5 not equivocal, 
but galling, dreadful, ominous. 

For some time^ the enemy assumed, and ia 
fiict, held the^ command of Lake Erie. BU 
fleet was commanded by an effiier of experiences 
who tauntingly boasted, of his superiority.-—- 
Commodore Oliver H. Perry was aptH)inted ta^ 
tidiecommaadoCUie American. fleeU ll9i& fhW 
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lowing extract of a letter from him to the seere* 
tary of the navy, was dTated 4th August^ and an- 
noiinoed his intention of meeting the enemy. 

<< I have great pleasure in informing yoU) that I 
have succeeded in getting over the bar^ the U. S/ 
vessels, the Lawrence, Niagara, Caledonia, Ariel, 
Scorpion, Somers» Tigress, and Porcupine. Th« 
enemy have been in sight all day, and are now abbut 
4 leagues from U8. We shall sail in pursuit of them 
at 3 to-morrow morning." 

Tlie Aillowing official letters from the Com^ 
modore/are proofs of the modesty, as the result 
of the engagement was, of the undaunted hero- 
ism and naval skill of this great eommander« 

Copy of €L letter from Commodore Perry to the Sec* 

retary of the JSfavy. 

U. S. brig Niagara, off the Western 
Sisters, Head of Lake. £rie, Sept. 
JO, 1813, 4 P.M. 
SiK, — It has pleased the Almighty to ^ive to the 
arms of the United States, a signal victory over their 
eneimes on this lake. The British squadron, con- 
sisting of 2 ships," 3 brigs, 1 schooner, and I sloop, 
have this moment surrendered to the force under my 
command, after a sharp conflict. . I have the honour 
to be, &c. 

O.H.PERRY. 
Hon. W. Jones, Secretary of the Navy, 

Copy (f a letter from Com. Perry to the Secretary 

of the ^vy, 

U. S. schooner ArieU Put-in*Bay, 23th 

Sept. 1813. 
SiR,.^In my last I informed you that we had cap* 
tured the enemy's fle( t on this lake. I have now 
the honour to give you the roo!»t important particulars 
of the action. On the morning of the loth inst. at 
sun»risc they wero discovered from Put*iQ-J3ayiL 
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when I lay at anchor ivith the squadron under my 
command. We got under way, the wind light at S. 
W. and stood for them. At 10 a. m. the wind haal-^ 
ed to S. £. and brought us to windward ; formed 
the line and bore up. At 15 minutes before 12, the 
enemy commenced firing ; at 5 minutes before 12, 
the action commenced on our part Finding their 
fire very destitictive, owing to their long guns, and 
its being mostly directed at the Lawrence, I made 
sail, and directed the other vessels to follow, for 
the purpose of closing with the enemy. Every 
brace and bowline being soon shot away, she became 
unmanageable, notwithstanding the great exertions 
of the sailing-master. In this situation she sustain- 
ed the action upwards of two hours, within canister 
distance, until every gun was rendered useless, and 
the greater part of her crew either killed or wound- 
ed. Finding she could no longer annoy the enemy, 
I left her in charge of Lieut* Yamell, who, I was 
aonvlnced from the bravefy already displayed by 
him, would do what would comport with the honour 
of the flag. At half past 2, the wind springing up, 
Capt. Ell'rot was enabled to bring his vessel, the Ni- 
agara, gallantly into close action; I immediately 
went on board of her, when he anticipated my wish, 
by volunteering to bring the schooners, which had 
been kept astern by the lightness of the wind, into 
close action. It was with unspeakable pain, that I 

>^ saw, soon after I got on board the Niagara, the flag 
of the Lawrence come down, although I was per- 
fectly sensible, that she had been defended to the 
la.^t, and that to have continued to make a show of 
resistance, would have been a wanton sacrifice of 
the remains of her brave crew. But the enemy 
was not able to take possession of her,andcircunistan« 
ces soon permitted her flag again to be hoisted. At 
45 minutes past 2, the signal was made for ^^ close 
action." The Niagara being very little injured, I 
determined to pass through the enemy*^s line, bore 
up and passed ahead of their two ships and ftbi'ig) 
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l^ing a raking Hre to them from the starboard guns, 
and to a large schooner and sloop, from the larboard 
side, at half pistol-shot distance. The smaller ves- 
sels at this time, having got within grape and canis- 
ter distance, under the direction of Capt. Elliot, and- 
keeping up a well directed fire, the two ships, a brig« 
and a schooner, surrendered, a schooner and sloop 
making a vain attemptto escape." 

Mx tract of a letter from Commodore Perry, 

U. S. schoor»er Ariel, Put-in-Bay, 1 3th 
Septemberv 1813. 
** I also beg your Instructions respecting the 
wpunde<i. I am sati^^fied. Sir, that whatever steps I 
might take, govern^cd by humanity, would meet your 
approbation. Under this impression, I have taken 
Upon myself, to promise Capt Barclay, who is very 
dangerouMly wounded, that he shall be landed as near 
Lake Ontario as possible, and I had no doubt yoti 
would allow me lo parole him." 

The folio vring is the statement of the respect- 
live forces of the contending fleets. 

Statement of the force of the British squadron* 

Ship Detroit, 19 guns— 1 on pivot, and 

2 howitzerflu 
Queen Charlotte, 1 7 do. 1 do. 
Schr. Lady Prevost, 13 do. 1 do. 
Brig Hunter, 10 do. 

Sloop Little Bclt^ 3 do. 

^chr.Chippawai 1 do^ and 3 swivels. 

63 guns. 
JVbrtf.-^The Detroit was a new ship, very strongly 
built, and mounted long 24's, 18*s,and I2's* 

Statement of the force of the United States squadron* 

Slrig Lawrence, SO guns* 

Niagara, 30 do. 

Cftiedonia^ 3 do. 
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Schr. Ariel) 4 do. (1 burst early io acr 

tion.) 

ScorpioBf 2 do. 

' Somersy 3 do. and 2 swivelk 

Sloop Trippe, 1 do. 

Scbr. Tigress, 1 do« 

Porcupine} 1 do. 

The loss, OB the part of the Amerieans^ was 
as follows : 

Killed. iVoundtd, Hasting, 
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Two days previous to the action, 57 men unfit tot 
duty in the small vessels. 

l¥hile giving the Commodore^ own aeeount 
of this action, we cannot omit his laeonie letter 
to General Harrison. It has been called, by a 
writer, « Cesarean brevity.*' Gfesar said *' vc- 
ni, vidi, vici," but Perry did not eonqoer mere- 
ly by showing himself to an enemy, who, reekoo- 
ing on his own known superiority of foree, and 
presumed superiority in taeties, calculated, with 
great certainty, on conquering the Yankees.-^ 
The battle was bard fought, and the loes on 
both sides very grrat. Perry might have said, 
<* veni vi^iH or as be would translate the words 
of the ttw^ general— << we met the enemy, and 
diey are ours f* but the addition of <« vidi" might 
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fkvoup the opinion that he won the hattle from 
the timidity or inaetivity of the enemy^ whieh 
would be depriving the brav<e Perry and his 
crew of more than lialf their merit/ 

^ « U. S. brig Niagara, off the Western 

Sister, head of Lake £rie| Sept. iOthy 
1813, 4 P.M. 

« Dear General — We have met the enemy— and 
they are ours. Two ships, two brij^s, one schooner, 
and one sloop. Yours, with great respect and es« 
teem, O. H, P£RRY." 

Hitherto we have seen the enemy beaten ship 
to ship* but ttow we were to witness them fleet 
to fleet ; and a more decisive or splendid vieto-> 
ry was never achieved. *^ From the best infor- 
mation^" says the heroic Perry, in a letter to 
Greneral Harrison;* «< we have more prisoners 
than we have men on board our vessels." 

Compared with this^ all former naval victo- 
ries lose their splendour ; even the great Nel-> 
son, were he alive/ must rank below Perryk— 
Nelson never captured an entire fleet; Perry 
has, and that with a fleet inferior in size^ weight 
of metal, and number of men. 

The British fleet was commanded bv Com. 
Barclay, an officer of great merit, and much loved 
by tliose under his command. At 41 public din* 
ucr given to this officer at Terrebone, in Canaday 
he gave a toast, which, while it proves HmJI hi 
dour of the Commodore who gave it, is anumdis'- 
putable proof of the merit of him whpse name 
was the subject of it. The toast was in the fol- 
lowing words : <« Commodore Perry, the gallant 
and generous enemy .^* 

Soon after the victory on Lake Erie, the Vre^ 
sident of the United States appointed Oliver H; 
^wiy to the rank of captain in the navy« 

li 
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The Commodore was presented with the frei^ 
dom of the cities of New-York and Albany. 

The thanks of Congress were voted to the 
Commodore, his offieers, seamen and marines ; 
and medals were presented to him and Lis ^- 
eers* 

The thanks of the Senate of Pennsylvania^ 
with medals, were also voted to the Coniniodore, 
and those brave men who served under him. 

Among the many testimonials of the grati- 
tude of his fellow-eitizens; too numerous to de- 
tail, the following partioulars of a present from 
the citizens of Boston^ deserves to be enumerat- 
ed, viz* 

^ A Salver^ of an oblong square shape, 2Z inches 
long, by 16 1*2 wide, witii a bright gadroon edge. 

Two Ice PaiUf or decanter cooler 89 barrel shape, 
hooped round with a bright gadroon edge at top and 
bottom. 

Two Pitchera^ of a large size, Chinese shape, with 
tops, and bright gadrooos at top nnd bottom. 

Two dozen TumbUrB^ plain bairei shape, wiih ga- 
droons at bottom. 

Wine GlasB coolers^ each to hold a dozen' glassrSf 
oblong square shape, standing on feet, wi h balU or* 
namented with a bright gadroon at bottom, and nar- 
row rim at top, impressed with an oak leaf. 

A Coffee P(rtr, Tea Pot^ Sugar Basin, Cream Ew* 
er. Tea Cady, and Slo/i ^oiv/-^all of oblong shapes^ 
standing on feet, with balls at the comers, ornament- 
ed with deep borders, impressed with roses and 
leaves, and with bright gadroons at top and bottom. 

The large pieces bear the following inscription : 

SEPTEMBER 10, 1813, 

SignaHzed our fir at triumfih in aquadron^^A vertf 

^nfierior Britiah force on Lake Erie^waa 
entirely aubdued by 

OeM. O. H. PERRY ; 
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Whose gallantfy in acH<m it egualied onfy Inf hh. 

humanity in victory, 

PRESENTED 

JH honour (f the Victor^ by the CITIZEJ^S 0> 

BosroM'' 

The capture of the British fleet removed the 
ohief object to the capture of Maiden; and. 
General Harrison made dispositions to avail 
himself of it. Bo^ts were collected^ and troops 
assembled. Governor Shelby arrived on the 17th 
September, at the mouth of Portage river, with 
about ^000 volunteers. Geo. M'Arthur joined 
the arm J in three days after with his brigade 
from Port Meigs» On the 2ist« the embarkation 
of troops commenced. Put-in*bay Island was the 
place af rendjezvous. Commodore Perrj^s fleet, 
including the captured vessels, were engaged in 
protecting and assisting the men and boats, as 
well as in conveving stores, baggage, &c. The 
army again embarked on board the fleet and 
boats at Pot in* bay, on the 2dth, and arrived the 
same evening at the Eastern Sister, a small is- 
land about sixteen miles from Maiden. Here 
the expedition was detained some time by bad 
weatheis during which time, a reconivoisance of 
the enemy^s coast was made by Gen. Harrison^ 
and Com. Perry; a despatch was also sent t^ 
apprize Col. Johnson of their movements, who^ 
with his mounted rangers, was to co-operate ia 
the reduction of Maiden. 

On the ^7th, the army embarked at the Eas- 
tern Sister, and landed near Maiden, in excellent 
order. The enemy having previously evacuated 
the town, it was entered by the Americans with* 
out opposition. 

It has been remarked in the early part of this , 
Mstory^ that> previous to the surrender of J}^ 
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•eption of a few vrho bad joined the enemy ^ re- 
inained inactive, watching, with their usual sa* 
l^aeity, until they could discover on what 8id« 
▼ietory was likely to perch. True to their own 
insidious and cowardly policy, they went over to 
the victorious Britons ; but no sooner was th« 
effect of treason wiped off by the courage of pa^ 
triots, than the savage withdrew from his enu- 
ployers, and sought peace from those, againa^ 
whom he had so long raised the tomahawk.-i^ 
By an official letter, written by Gen* M'Arthui; 
to the secretary of war, and dated at Detroit^ 
subsequent to the retreat of the British, it ap-. 
pears that five nations of Indians, viz. the Otta- 
wras, Chippawas, Pattewattemies^ JMiamies, and 
Kiekapoos, have sued for peace. By an agree- 
ment entered into between them and Gen. JW'Ar- 
thur, on the part of the United States, <<.they 
have agreed to take hold of the same tomahawk 
vrith us, (the people of the United States,) and 
to strike all who are, or may be, enemies to the 
United States, whether British or Indians.'* 

After the evacuation of Maiden by the eneroy^ 
Gen. Harrison pursued the British, although he 
(Harrison,) had very few horses, " scarcely a 
sufficiency to mount the general officers,*' whilst 
the retreating enemy had upwards of 1000 
horses. Notwithstanding this disadvantage, the 
Americans pursued their object with so much 
diligence, that they came up with the enemy. 
The force destined for this service, consisted of 
about 140 regulars, Johnson's mounted regiment, 
(Kentuckians,) three companies of Col. Bairs 
legion, and such of Governor Shelby^s volunteers 
as were fit for a rapid march ; the whole a* 
mounting to about 3,500 men. During the pwr* 
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snit/^hicb was attended with severe privations^ 
(the whole army subsisting for several days upon 
fresh beef* without bread or salt, and the infan* 
trj' being without tents;) a eonsiderable quan- 
tity of arms were taken, being deserted t^ 
the enemy, and much more destroyed; these 
consisted chiefly of muskets taken, or rather giv- 
en to them by the capitulation of Detroit* Two 
24 pounders, with their carriages* besides a large 
quantity of balls and shells, and two gun-boats^ 
and several batteaux, loaded iffiih provisions 
and ammunition, also fell into the hands of Gen. 
Harrison. The destruction of these were at- 
tempted by the retreating enemy, but were saved 
by the activity of the pui*suers. Near a place 
called McGregor's Mills, on one of the branehes 
of the river rhames, the Indians were placed ia 
great numbers, to dispute the passage of the riv- 
er. Upon the arrival of the American advanced 
guard, a heavy fire was commenced on it by the 
Indians, on the opposite aide of the river. Gen. 
Harrison, expecting the attack would be support- 
ed by the whole force of the enemy, drew up his 
entire army in order of battle, and brought up 
two 6 pounders to cover a party which was or- 
d'^red to repair a bridge, partially destroyed by 
the Indians. The Indians, as usual, when not 
early successful. Red, after suffering a eonsidera- 
ble loss. The American loss was % killed, and S 
or 4 wounded. 

On the 5th OctoI)er, General Harrison earao 
up with the enemy; the result cannot i^ given 
more satisfn^toriiy than will be found in the 
following, extract from his letter to the seerettrj 
of war. 

" From the place where our army was last halredV 
to the Moravian towns, a distance <ff about lh|p^ 
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and a half mileft, the road fmasea through a h€9ecfr 
forest, without any clearing, and for the first tifse 
miles, near to the bank of the river. At from twb 
to three hundred yards from the river, a swatnp c^- 
Kends parallel to it, throughout the whole distance.- 
The intermediate ground is dry, and although the 
trees are tolerably thick, it is in many places clear 
•f underbrush. Across this strip of land, its .left 
appayed upon the river, supported by artillery plac- 
ed in the wood, their right in the swamp, covered by 
the whole of their Indian force, the British troops 
were drawn up. 

The troops at my disposal consisted of about 120 
tegulars, of the 27th regiment, 5 brigades of Ken« 
tucky volunteer militia infantry, under his fxcellen- 
«y Governor Shelby, averaging less than five hun« 
dred men, and Col. Johnson's regiment of mounted 
infantry, making in the whole an aggregate some- 
thing above 3000 No disposition of an army op^ 
posed to an In^iian force, can be safe, unless it is se- 
cured on the flanks, and in the rear. I had, there- 
fore, no difficulty in arrangin* the infantry conforma- 
bly to my general order of battle. Gen. Trotter** 
brigade of 500 men, formed the front line, his right 
upon the road, and his left upon the swamp. Gen. 
King's brigade, as a second line, 150 yards in th^ 
rear of Trotter's and Chiles's brigade, as a corps of 
reserve, in the rear of it. These three brigades 
ft>rmed the command of Maj. Gen. Henry ; the whole 
#f Gen. Desha's division, consisting of two brigadeSf 
"Were formed en potent e upon tlte hft of Trotter. 

While I was engaged in forming the infantry, I 
liad directed Col. Johnson's regiment, which was 
ttili in front. 'to be formed in^ two lines opposite to. 
the enemy, and, upon the advance of the in&ntry, 
to take ground to the left, and forming upon that 
^ank, to endfavour to turn the right of the Indiana. 
^ moment's reflection, however, convinced me, that 
Irom the thickness uf the woods, and swampiness of^ 
tfie ground, they wQUld be unable to do afij thing; 



-horseback, and (here was no time to dismount them 
and place their horses in security $ I, therefore, de« 
termined to refuse my left to the Indians, and to 
break the British lines at once by a charge of the 
mounted infantry ; the measure was not sanctioned 
by any tiling that I had seen or heard of, but I was 
fUlIy convinced, that it would succeed. The Ame- 
lican backwoodsmen ride better in the woods thaa 
any other people. A musket or rifle is no impedi* 
ment to them, being accustomed to carry them oa 
horeseback from their earliest youth. I was per** 
suaded, too, that the enemy would be quite unpre- 
pared for the shock, and that they could not resist 
it. Conformably to this idea, I directed the regi- 
ment to be drawn up in close column, with its right 
at the distance of fifty yards from the road, (that it 
might be, in some measure, protected by the trees 
from the artillery,) its left upon the swamp, and to 
charge at full speed as soon as the enemy delivei'ed 
their fire. The few regular troops of the 27th re» 
giment, under their colonel, (Paul,) occupied, in co- 
lum of sections of four, the small space between 
the road and the river, for the purpose of seizing 
the enemy's artillery ; and some ten or twelve friend* 
ly Indians were directed to move under the bank* 
The trotchet formed by the front line and General 
Desha's division was an important point. At that 
place, tl^e renerabie governor of Kentucky was post- 
ed, who, at the age of si3(ty-six, preserves all the vi- 
gor of youth, the ardent zeal which distinguished 
him in the revolutionary war, and the undaunted bra- 
very which he manifested at King's Mountain. With 
my aids-de-camp, the acting assistant adj. general^ 
Capt. Butler, my gallant friend Com, Perry, who 
did me the honour to serve as my volunteer aid-de- 
famp, and Brig. Gen. Cass, who having no command, 
tetidered me his assistance, I placed myself at the 
head of the front line of infantry, to direct the 
xnents of the cavalry, and give them the^iece 
$apporj^ The army had moved wl in ^^i^^f^g^s^ 
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a short distance, when the mounted men receiYed the 
fre of the British lioe^and were ordered to charge ; 
the horses in the front of the column recoiled from 
the fire ; another was given by the enemy, and our 
column, at length getting in niotion, broke through 
the enemy with irresistible force. In one niinute^ 
the contest in front was over ; the British office rs, 
seeing no hopes of reducing their disordered ranks 
to order, and our mounted men wheeling upon them, 
and pouring in a destructive fire, immediately sur- 
rendered. It is certain that 3 only of our troops were 
wounded in this charj^e. Upon thp left however, the 
contest was more severe with the Indians. Colonel 
Johnson, who commanded on that flank of his regi- 
ment, received a most galling fire from them, which 
was returned with great effect. The Indians, still 
further to the right, advanced, and fell in with our 
fronf line of infantry* near its junction with Desha's 
division* and, for a moment, made an impression on 
it. His excellency Governor Shelby, however, 
brought up a regiment to its support, and the enemy, 
receiving a sf vere fire in front, and a part of John- 
son's rf'gimf nt having gained their rear, retreated 
with precipitation.** 

The aetive Indian Chief Teeumseli, aftef 
evincing great resolution* and eontinuing to fight 
although being badly wounded, fell, while di* 
reding a deadly aim at Col. Johnson. The in- 
Yineibte courage of the colonel, and his great 
presence of mind, saved his own valuable life, 
and put an end to that of an irreconeileable foe. 
While the sanguinary Tecumseh was aiming at 
the colonel, the latter, although wounded in se- 
veral parts* and much exhausted^, discharged his 
pistol with great coolness, and brought the fe- 
rocious savage to the earth, where he was fonrid 
dead. 7'he American loss amounted to 7 killed 
•nd 22 wouoded ^ the British loss was. 12 kiiied!> 
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22 woonded, and 601 regulars taken prisoners^ 
The Indians, from the best informationy suflK^red 
severely, 35 of them were found dead on the 
field. Six brass pieees of artillery, and two iron 
24 pounders^ and a large quantity of small arms, 
fell into the hands of the Tictors. Every Ameri- 
ean will be pleased to learn, that among th« 
field pieces, were three, wbleh were taken from 
the British during the revolutionary war, bearing 
the motto << surrendered by Burgoyne at Saratov 
ga^^^ and lately surrendered to the enemy by 
General IlulL Major-General Proetor, who 
commanded the enemy's forces^ escaped with 
difficulty, accompanied by about bO persons^ con- 
sisting chiefly of officers of the army. 

After this total defeat of the enemy, the mili* 
tia were discharged, and Gen. Harrison, with 
his disposable regular force, accompanied by Com* 
Perry, arrived at Presque^isle, on the 22d Octo- 
ber, from Detroit ; from whence he sailed for 
Black Rock, with a view to co-operate with the 
army there, or at Sackett's Harbour. By this 
excursion, he, in the short spae« of less than a 
ihonth, recovered the territory of Michigan, pun- 
ished and forced into peace^ the numerous 
hordes of savages, captured a British regular ar- 
my, brought security to the inhabitants of the 
north western frontier of the United States, and 
inarched triumphantly through a great portion of 
the Upper Province of Canada* Gen. Cass was 
left in the provisional government of Michigan 
territory. 

The instances of successful bravery, which had 
hitherto been frequent, were in a manner, ec 
ed by the following : v^ffr. 

Major George Croghan, in the 22d year uj ' 
kis 4^e, was left^ by 6rea« Barrisoay in oemmand 
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of 160 meiiy and with one 9i:fc-[H>uiider, ut Fort 
Stephengon, (Loiver Sandusky.) 

In trie course of two weeks, there had beeft 
n^ fewer than ten rencounters ; in one of whieh^ 
the eneoiy currit^ a blook-bouse at Fort Madi- 
son on the 10th Jul;, from which they attack- 
ed tlie forty but without suceeiss. Four men 
were butchered in the block-house. 

It would appear* that it was Gen« Harrison's 
intention, not to expose the small force at Fort 
Stephenson, to beeut off by an enemy very su- 
perior in numbers ; and the major was, ibr a 
short time, superceded in the command* in eon- 
sequence of disobeying an order to burn and 
evacuate the fort ; but, on his arrival st head- 
quarters of the general, he gave such satisfac- 
tory evidence of his ability to maintain the postf 
that he was imHiediateiy sent back with diree« 
tions to resume the command* 
. On the evening of the 1st August, the British 
and Indians, who had come up the 'Sandusky 
river* from the bay, commenced from their 
boats a heavy cannonading upon the fort, and 
threw in a, great number of shells from their 
bomb batteries. The enemy eontinufd his op* 
erationsf without success until the evening of 
the 2d, when, after throwing a great number of 
balls from a six-pounder« at the north-wesi an- 
gle of the fort, for the purpose of making a 
breQ'Ch, a column, under command of Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Short, advanced to the point on which 
the artillery had been playedy with intention of 
storming, but the judicious management of Ma- 
jor Croghan, foiled the enemy in his attempt. 
V "• The ditch, which surrounded the works, was 
about eight feet wide, and of equal depth — this 
Ao onemy had to enter before they could ap« 
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piroaeh the pickets : (through the top of each, 
a bayonet i¥as driven in a horizontal dirfsetio i,) 
while in this siruatJon, the six-pounder^ which 
was masked in a block-house« and a ravine ad- . 
jaoenty poured upon the storming column a tre- 
mendous shower of musket balls, which did ter* 
rible execution^ and so confounded the assail- 
antSy that Lieut. Colonel Short, who li ad pre- 
vious! j ordered his men to «< scale trhe pickets^ 
and show the damned Yankee rascals no quar»> 
ters/' exhibited a white hnndkerohief as a sig- 
nal of distressy evincing his disposition to have 
quarters given him* after he had proolaiined 
that the garrison should be massacred. It was^ 
however, too late — the next discharge* proved 
fatal— he fell—and Lieut. Gordon of the 29th 
regiment, died by his side. This was near two 
hour^ before smi*set. Th^ firing from the 
block-house was prineipally directed at the en- 
emy who had taken refuge in the direction of 
the ravine — the slaughter there w^a immense^ 
and Gen* Proctorf who commanded in persoup 
ordered tho allied enemy to retreat to their 
boats. The greater part of the night was oc- 
cupied in carrying oif the dead and wounded— • 
from the number of trails discovered in the 
grass, it is evident that no less than 50 of the 
dead were dragged away. About 30 killed, in- 
cluding the f wo ofScers mentioned above, were 
left in the ditch and ravine — and SO prisoners^ 
18 severely wounded, which Gen. Proctor, in his 
hurry, left behind, were afterw4rds brought* in- 
to the fort. It is a fact, worthv of ohMervation 
thai not one Indian was found among the dead 
ah hough it is known that from 3 to 400 were 
present, under the celebrated Captain Klliot.— . 
The number of British regulars was MOf trov^ 
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the 49th regimeitt. Major Croghao had but 
one man killed^ and 7 slightly wounded. 

The British loss, by their own confession, 
amounted to 9I9 exclusive of Indians. There 
wasy however, sufBeient evidence to justify the 
belief, that it was considerably more. 

Wh4'n Colonel Elliot demanded the surrender 
of the fort, he stated, that, unless his demand 
was pnnuptly acceded to, a general massacre 
would ensue. And when Colonel Short, who 
eprnmunded the British regulars j destined to 
stoi'fM the fort, had formed his troops in a line 
parallel with the diteh, he ordered them, in the 
hearinf^ oi'our men, to leap the ditch, cut down 
the pickets* and give the Americans no quar- 
ters. This biirbai*ous order, which iftShe but a 
suvage^cuuid give, was not, however^ permitted 
to go uapunished; for the words were hardly 
out of the mouth of the British eommander, 
when the retributive justice of Providence ar- 
rested him I and the wretch was obliged to sue 
fi r that mercy which he had determined not to 
extend to others. It may be observed here, in 
honour ol* the character of the American sol- 
diers, that although their little band were well 
aware of the fate which the enemy had prepared 
for I hem, ^et, they were no sooner subdued, 
than the Americans forgot the crimes of the en- 
em% in their sufRMMngs; and the wounded in the 
ditclh whose groans and constant calls fai' water, 
were heard by the men in the fort, were sujriMvd 
wrfh that necessajni ariicie^ on the niglit succeed^ 
ing the diseowfiiure of the entmy^ Inj the gevere- 
^^y of the •AmericanSf who^ with considerable 
haccard^ ventured to risk their lives in aider to 
atleviaie the sufferings of ihe very men vxho had 
j^loiiei Umr entire d/esiriMiiion. 
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The brevet rank of Iieateiiant»eoloneIhasbeeii 
conferred by the President of the United States 
on Alajor Croghaii. 

The ladies of Chillieothe have presented him 
with a swordy and a fluttering address. 

On the 5d of June» a detaehment of the ene« 
my, with 9 number of gun-boats^ from Isle- 
Aux-Noix, sueeeeded in capturing the U. S. 
armed vessels. Growler and B^gie, on Lakp 
Champlain» after a well contested defence by 
the brave crews of these vessels^ against a very 
superior force. TTie consequence was, that the 
enemj gained a very decided superiority on the 
lake. 

Th,e enemy reckoned on success in his future 
operations in this quarter, not only from his 
own superior foree, but also from the unprepared 
state of the Amerii^ans. Com. Macdonough 
had not a sufficient number of seamen to man 
his sloops, and would be highly reprehensible 
had he been defeated m an attempt to recover 
the ascendency on ttte lake/ There were no 
troops stationed at Piattsburgh. While things 
were thus situated, the British flotilla, consist- 
ing of 2 sloops of w^V«.^the Kagleaod Growler;) 
lately eaptiired, 5 gun-uoat^, and 4)< batteaux^ 
loaded with troops^ sailors, and marines, about 
1400 in all, under the command of Col. Murray^ 
qrossed the line at Champlain, on the 30th Ju- 
ly, and entered Piattsburgh on the following day. 

On the first information of the appi^ach of 
the enemy. Gen. Mooers gave orders for calling 
out the militia ; and when the enemy arrived^ 
about SOO from Piattsburgh and the neighbour- 
ing towns, had collected, who retired back a few 
miles, where they were joined by the residue of 
the raiment from the eounty of £ssex# 

u 
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Although the officers Vfho had the commftDd 
of the expedition^ assured the civil authority of 
the Tillage^ that private property should be re- 
spected^ and that citizens not in armsy should 
remain unmolested^-yet these premises were no 
sooner made than violated ; the enemy, not sat- 
isfied with destroying the public buildings, siioh 
as the bIoek<-house, arsenalf armoryr hospital, 
and military cantonments, wantonly burned two 
store- houses, belonging to Peter Sailly, esq. 
and one belonging to Major N. Z. Piatt — took, 
and carried off several thousand dollars worth 
of hardware, belonging to Frothinham & Co. 
of Boston, which had been stored with Mr« 
Sailly. The destruction of private property 
was not limited to such as they couid eat, drink, 
and carry awa}', but furniture, which could not 
be of any use to the plunderers, was wantonly 
destroyed — tables, bureaus, clocks, desks, cup- 
boards, and crockery, were cut and broken to 
pieces, and thrown about the houses — books and 
writings were torn to pieces, and scattered about 
the streets. 

The various suceesses of the enemy, during 
their short visit to Plattsburgh, are described 
by several respectable authorities, to be enor- 
mous, cruel, and wanton, in a high degree. — 
*cWoll was it,'' says one of the witnesses of the 
scene, << for our wives, sisters, and daughters^ 
that they remembered the excesses at Hampton^ 
and trusted not their persons to the mercy of the 
inv-adcrs/' 

On Sunday, the faithless ruffians, the unprin- 
cipled invaders, re-emlmrked, and stood out of 
the bay. They took a Durham boat, loaded 
with flour^ and 8 sloops, one of which they burn- 
ed* 
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Od tbeip return- to Point- au-Roelie, the ercw 
of one of die boats landed^ and part Went to the 
house of a Mr. Williau^s; they found bis wife 
out of the houses two of them went in^ to keep 
the husband in checks while the third attempted 
to gratify his brutal desires upon her. Her hus«» 
band, hearing her screams, came to her assist-^ 
anee, and in the struggle, the woman discharged 
the Tiliain's gun, disengaged the bayonet there- 
from^ which she stuek twice into his own back, 
and wounded him pretty severely ; the other two 
fled, and Mr. Williams and bis wife bound the 
rascal, and sent liim in ; the inhabitants on Point- 
au-RcKihe, took the skiff in which they came, and • 
the other soldiers. 

The United States' troops at Burlington, un* 
der command of Maj. Gen^ Hampton, consisted 
of about 4000 men. They were under arms^ 
waiting'the approach of the enemy, and wouldf 
undoubtedly, have defended their post agaidst 
any attack they could have made on it. 

On the 3d August, the enemy appeared before 
Burlington, and fired into the town for some 
time, but no considerable damage wa<9 done. In 
the evening of the same day, a detaehment pro- 
ceeded to Shelburne, 4 or B miles south of Bur- 
lington, where they seized a sloop, with about 
400 barrels of flour. The limited force under 
Gen. Hampton, would not justify his detaching 
any part of his troops from the protection of 
property and stores under his immediate caret 
the marauding enemy wisely retired before re- 
inforcements eould have arrived. 

It was the intention of the U. S. governmentr 
to make an attack on Montreal, before the win- 
ter would put an end to the campaign* The ef- 
fecting of this object would g.ive to the United 
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States the entire eommand of Upper Canada, 
eompletely subdue the Indians^ regain the confi- 
dence of the Canadians, ipvhich was suspended by 
tlie sudden retreat, and subsequent conduct of 
Gen* Hull, and make an impression on the ene- 
my, which must incline him to peace, on just and 
honourable term?. A lar^e foree was ordered 
to Sacketi^s Harbour ; and Gen. Wilkinson, who 
had the chief eommand, was ordered to use his 
.utmost efibrt* and the greatest possible expedi- 
tion in carrying the dengn into offeet. 

On the 1st Nov. 18t5, Gen. Wilkinson's army 

began its movements from Grenadier-Island^ 

down the St. Lawrence. They had not proeeed-- 

ed far, before the advanced corps, under General 

Brown, was attacked by the enemy, from the 

shore. On returning the fire, the enemy dia- 

y persed, and the army advaneed. 

\(^ The movements of the army under General 

^ ^ Hampton, were intended to fieicilitate those of 

Gen. Wilkinson ; and both armies were finally to 

unite, previous to the attack on Montreal. 

Tbearmy under Gen. Hampton, moved from 
Chateaugay on the 21st Oetober, atid arrived 
at its position at Sears' s, on the %'iA — thus hav- 
ing, with incredible labour, surmounted 24 miles 
of the most diflicult part of the route, through 
the extensive and almost impassable forest^ 
which bounds the Canada line. After 4 or 5 
miles of open country, another forest of 6 or 7 
miles was opposed to their march, (which was on 
the noi'th-west side of the river.) This the en- 
emy had made almost an entire fortification, by 
crossing it with felled trees, interspersed with 
breast-works and ditches: through these ob- 
structions, the enemy was to be assailed — a part 
ef their forees, consisting of light troops and 
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ro£[ans5 \vere posted in these defences^ v^hile the 
main body^ eommanded by Sir George Prevost^ 
in person^ ivas lodged in the rear^ fortified with 
batteries and cannon. The hardships the Ame- 
rican army bad endured, the continual rains that 
were falling, and the obstructions in front, would 
have damped the ardour of troops less, disposed 
to disregard all sufierings and perils in pursuit 
of glory, and in the service of their country — • 
but on the contrary, partaking largely of the 
spirit which inspired their commander in chiei^ 
every individual seemed uncommonly emulous of 
the enterprise. 

. It was believed that the obstructions could 
not be forced by the main body, without great 
loss. To avoid this, the light companies, and a 
regiraeot of infaiitry, were detaehed at darks 
on the evening of the 2^h, to proceed on the 
opposite (S. £•) side of the river, to a fording 
place, below the enemy's advanee, which they 
were to cross, and attack the enemy-in flank 
and rear, while the main body should attack in 
front; and thus destroy the enemy's defence 
at a blow. Owing to the darkness of the nighty, 
incessant rain* and the diflSculties of the wood^ 
the guide who conducted this detaehment hav« 
ing lost his way, the party did not arrive at tl^e 
proposed point* The battalion of the 10th re- 
giment, consisting of about 200 men, were, at 
the appointed time, (3 o'clock, P. M. on the ^6th) 
at the entrance of the obstructed wood, waiting; 
the attack of the troops on the enemy's flank,, 
which was to be the signal for them to advance- 
At this moment, the enemy commenced a fire^ 
on this battalion, whO' promptly returned it^ 
then charffed and drove the enemy from their 
lurking, ^aees^ dispersing them entirely^ andB 
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silenoing tbeir fire ; in tbis the Americans had 
onlj one man killed^ and some S or 4 wounded. 
At this moment, the firing eommeneed on the- 
opposite side of the river, with some of the light 
eompaniesy and it was here, and not in either 
of the main divisions of the army, that any se- 
rious loss, or the le-ust confusion occurred ; the 
enemy was, however, soon dispersed in this 
quarter also. After waiting some time for the 
renewal of the enemy*s attack, the main body 
of the Ameriean army fell back slowly, and in 
good order, the enemy not daring to show 
themselves, or in the least to interrupt their 
inarch, to a position 4 miles from the place of 
action. Here they were shortly after joined by 
the detached party, who had had some further 
skirmishing with the enemy of no great account. 
At this plate they remained several days, with- 
out receiving the least molestation* The only 
failure of the expedition, is attributable to the 
miscarriage of the guide, which disconcerted a 
plan* that other\>ise must have led to the cap- 
ture of a considerable portion of the enemy's 
force, and the complete destruction of his plan 
of defence. 

The American yctual total loss, in killed^ 
grounded, and missing, did not exceed 36 men* 
The whole American force engaged, did not ex* 
oeed 225 men on the side where the greatest 
force of the enemy were opposed— the other re- 
giments did not arrive until the moment when 
the enemy were retiring, and were only formed^ 
and in line, but took no part in the engage- 
ment. 

Co'onel Purdy, who commanded the detach- 
ment w hieb fought this battle, in his report ia 
Ckca. Wilkinson^ is very free in his eeosuro df 
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Gen; Hampton. << Incredible,'' says the colonel, 
<^ as it may appear^ Gun. Hampton entrusted 
nearly one half of his army, and those his best 
troop», to the guidance of meo* each of whom 
repeatedly assured him, that they were not ac- 
quainted with the country, and were not compe- 
tent to direct such an expedition." 

<< Towards sun-down/' says the colonel, *« t 
sent Gen. Hampton a request* that a regiment 
might be ordered down to cover my landing on 
the opposite side of the river; but, judge my 
surprise^ on receiving jntelHgeuce that he half 
retreated with the second brigade, nearly three 
miles.'^ 

<* Never, to my knowledge,'* says the colonel, 
in another part of his despatch. •« during pur 
march into Canada, and while we remained at 
the Four Corners, a term of 2ft days, did Gen^ 
Hampton ever send off a scouting or reconnoitre- 
ing party, (except in one or two cases at Spears's, 
in Canada, when he detached a few dragoons' 
for this duty.) nor did he, from the time we com- 
menced our march from Cumberland Head, to 
our arrival at Piattsburgh, ever order a front 
flank, or rear guard, to be kept up, though a 
great part of the time we were in situiitionsr 
which evidently required it True it is, tbe^^ 
guards were occasionally sent out, not, however, 
by his order, but by the orders of the officers 
commanding brigades." 

The colonel winds up his charges against Gen. 
Hampton, by saying, <• Such has been the gene* 
raFs conduct, on some oeeasions, that I have* 
in common with other officers, been induced to 
believe, that he was under the influenee of a too* 
free use of spiritous liquorb." 

The official account of this aetionjp by the: 
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Britisb General Baynes, is ^ery different fromr 
the above, but so improbable and wide from the 
truth, that it may, with mueh safety, be aTeri«ed, 
that it did not meet belief from a single reader 
of any party. 

As soon as General Wilkinson passed Kings- 
ton, and that it became evident, he must have 
designed the taking of JVIontrealy the troops 
ivhieh were stationed for the defence of Kings-* 
ton, were employed in annoying and delating 
the progress of the American army. <* The 
corps of the enemy,'' says Gen* Wilkinson, in 
his otBeial report to the secretary of war, ** from 
Kingston, which followed me, hung on my rear^ 
and in concert with a heavy galley, and a few 
gun-boats, seemed determined to retai*d my 
progress* I was strongly tempted to halt, turn 
about, and put an end to his teasing; but alas! 
I was confined to my bed ; Maj. Gen. Lewis 
was too ill for any active exertions ; and above 
all, I Jid not dare suffer myself to be diverted a 
single day from the prosecution of the views of 
government.^' 

On the lOthf about noon. Gen. Brown, who 
was with his command in front, and some dis- 
tance below the main body of the army, was en- 
gaged with the enemy, at the moment when a 
strong party of the enemy advanced on the rear 
of Gen. Wilkinson, with several gallics and gun* 
boats; from whence they commenced a fire^ 
but were soon compelled to retire from the fir& 
of a battery of 18 pounders^ planted on the oc- 
casion. Wilkinson's army came to for the 
night, a short distance above the Longue Saut f 
a was intended to pass it that day^ but the de- 
lays occasioned by dis-embarking, and re-em» 
backings heavy gtins^ prevented the army front 
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reaching the Saut as early as expected; and 
the pilots v^ould not dare enter the Saut^ (a ra- 
pid of 8 miles,) at a late hour. At 1,0 o'eloek 
the following day. Gen. Wilkinson received ad-, 
vice, that Gen. Brown, having (breed the ene- 
my, would arrive at the foot of the Saut early 
in the day. Orders were immediately given 
for the fiotilla to sail, at which moment, the en- 
emy's gun- boats appeared, and began to throw 
shells among the American flotilla. General 
Wilkinson, calculating from reports and appear- 
ances, that the enemy only looked ^ for a fa- 
vourable opportunity for attack, had determined 
to anticipate him. << Direetions," says General 
Wilkinson, ** were accordingly sent, by that 
distinguished officer, Col. Swift of the engineers^ 
to^Brig. Gen. Boyd, to throw the detachments of 
his command, assigned to him in the order of 
the preceding day, and composed of men of his 
own. Covington's and Swartwout's brigades, in- 
to 3 columns, to march upon the enemy, out- 
flank him if possible,, and take his artillery* 
The action soon after eommeneed with the ad- 
vanced body of the enemy, and became extreme-' 
ly sharp and galling, and, with occasional pau- 
ses, not sustained with great vivacity, in open 
space, and fair combat, for upwards of two and 
a half hours — the adverse lines alternately 
yielding and advancing. It is impossible to say* 
with accuracy, what was our number on the 
field, because it consisted of indefinite detach- 
ments taken from the boats, to render safe the 
passage of the Saut. Gens. Covington and 
Swartwout, voluntarily took part in the action, 
at the head of detachments, from their respec- 
tive brigades, and exhibited the same courage 
that was displayed by Brig. Gen. Boyd, who hap- 
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pened to be the senior officer on the ground.*— 
Our force engaged might have reached 16 or 
1790 men^ but actually did not exceed 1800 ; 
that of the enemy was estimated from 1200 lo 
2y000» but did not probably amount to more than 
15 or 1600 — consisting^ as I am informed, of 
detachments from the 49tb9 84th, and 104th re- 
giments of the line, with three companies of the 
Yoltigeur and Glengary corps, and the militia 
of the countryt who are not included in the es- 
timate." 

This battle (the battle of Williamsburgh,) was 
contested with a courage and obstinacy, that 
perhaps had no parallel. To witness undisci- 
plined troops, and inexperienced officers, substi- 
tuting courage and patriotism in place of mili- 
tary knowle^e ; and thus opposed, for 3 hours, 
to a regular army, was a sight on which the 
guardian angel of America, must have looked 
with exulting gratification. Amidst a shower 
ef musketry and Shrapnehsiielh^ the brare 
Americans, insensible to fear, dashed into the 
ranks of the enemy, whose position was strength- 
ened by ravines and thickets. The enemy re- 
tired for more than a mile before the resolute 
and repeated charges* The brigade, first en- 
gaged, had expended its ammunition, and was 
<^ompelied to retire, in order to procure a sup- 
ply. This movement so disconcerted the line^ 
as to render it expedient for another brigade to 
retire. The artillery, owing to the nature of 
the ground, could not be brought up until after 
this event. The fire from the artillery was ve- 
ry destructive to the enemy ; but when direct- 
ed to retire, in passing a deep ravine, one piece 
ivas lost, but not until after the fall of i^s gal- 
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laat coramander^ Lieutenant Smithy and most of 
his men* 

The whole of the line was re-formed on the 
borders of those woods from which the enemy 
had first been driven^ when night coming on, 
and the storm continuing and the object of ati- 
tack having been full^ accomplished » the troops 
were directed to return to the ground near the 
flotilla, which movjement was executed in good 
order^ and without any interruption from the 
enemy. 

General Covington received a mortal wound, 
while leading his men to a successful charge.— 
Colonel Preston was severely mounded, while 
fighting at the head of his regiment. Major 
Cummings received a severe wound, while mak- 
ing a charge, but yet continued to fight until 
exhausted by the loss of blood. General Boyd 
has taken particular notice, in his ofiicial des» 
patch, of the merits of Brig. Gen. Swartwout ; 
Colonels Coles, "Walbaek, Johnson, Piereci, 
Gaines* Ripley, and Aspinwall ; Majors Morgan, 
Crafton, Gardner, Beebe and Chambers; Ldeu- 
tenai)ls Henry, Whiting, and Worth. The gen*- 
eral eonoludes his report in the following words ; 
<< Permit me now to add, sir, that though the 
result of this action Was not so brilliant and da* 
cisive as 1 could have wished, and the first sta- 
ges of it seemed to promise* yet, when it is re- 
collected, that the troops had been long expos- 
ed to hard privations and fatigues* to inelenscnt 
storms, from which they could have no shelter; 
that the enemy were superior to us in numbers, 
and greatly superior in position, and supported 
by 7 or 8 heavy gun-boats ; that the aetion be- 
ing unexpected, was necessarily commeneedf 
without much concert; that we were^ by una- 



144 ]lI«T01tT OF THE ITAB. 

Toidable eireunifttancesy long deprived of our 
artillery ; and that the action was warmly and 
ob«tiiiately contested lor more than three bourse 
during which there were but a few short cessa- 
tions of musketry and cannon ; when all these 
circumstances are recollected^ perhaps this day 
may be thought to have added some reputation 
to the American arms. And if* on this occa- 
siony you shall believe me to have done my duty^ 
and accomplished any one of your purposes, I 
shall be satislied.'^ 

After this engagement) the troops proceeded 
down the river without further annoyance from 
the enemy or their gnn Imats. while the dra- 
goons^ with fi%e pieces of artillery, marehed 
down the Canada shore without molestation. — 
The next morning the flotilla passed through 
the Saut) and joined Gen. Brown^ near Corn- 
wall. 

On the arrival of General Wilkinson with, 
General Brown, he learned that General Hanip- 
ton* instead of meeting him near that place* was 
marching towards Lake Champlain. The letter 
of General Hampton, announcing this unexpect- 
ed movement, together with a copy of that to 
which it was an answer, were immediately sub« 
mitted to a couneil of war^ who unanimously 
gave it, as their opinion. ** that the attack 
on Montreal should be abandoned for the pre- 
sent season, and the army near Cornwall should 
be immediately crossed to the American shore, 
for taking up winter quarters, and tliat this 
place afforded an eligible position for such quar- 
ters." 

Thus ended the campaign, and an expedition 
whioh seemedf in every rcbj^iect^ well calculated 
to effect its objeet. 
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General Wilkinson^ wlio attribated the fai* 
lure oE^ this expedittfin to <<the extraordinary^ 
unexampled, and it appears, unwarrantable con- 
duet of Major- General Hamptoot in refusing; to 
join this army, with a division of 4000 men. qn^ 
der his command, agreeable to orders**' in a let- 
ter to the secretary of war,- of l^th November^ 
^writes — 

«< It is a fact* for which I am atitborisedMo 
pledge myself, on the most confidential author- 
ty, thar oo the 4th of the present month, the 
British gsirrison of Montreal, consisted solely 
of 400. marines, and 200 sailors, which had been 
sent up fi'om Quebec. We have, with the pro- 
vision here, and that left at Chateau{i;av, about 
40 day*s subsistence, to which I shall add 39 
more-** 

In a letter of the 17th November, Gen. Wil- 
kinson writes— 

««Aftei* what had passed between us, you can 
perhaps, conceive my amazement and chargrin, 
at the conduct of \lajor-General Hampton. The 
game was in view, and, had he performed the 
junction directed, would have been ours in eight 
days. But he ehose to recede in order to co- 
operate, and my dawning hopes, and the hopes 
and honour of the army, were blasted.** 

The loss at the battle of Wiliiamsburgh^ in 
Upper Canada, consisted of 102 killed, 5S9 
wcunded, including officers. The enemy^s loss 
was represented, by authority worthy of credit, 
to exceed 500 in killed and wounded. 

Statement of the strength of the enemy, in the ac« 
tion of the I Uh November, 18 1 3, on Kesler's fieldy 
in Wiiuams')urg;h» in Upper ('anada^-founded on 
the separate examination of a number of firitisli 
prisoners taken on the field of battle. 
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Of the 89th regiment) 


760 


49 th do. 


450 


Voltigeur's, 


270 


Glengary'sy 


80 one company. 


Of the 100th, 


40 a detachment from 


* « 


Prescott. 


Canadian Fcncibles, 


220 


Indians, 


40 


Incprporated Militia^ 


300 



2160 
Four pieces of mounted artillery, and 7 gun-boats—- 
one mounting a 24 pounder. 

Aft«*r the troops weat into winter quarters, a 
placard WHS dii<tribuled in tlic American camp* 
of which the following is a copy. 

« To Vie pJlm.rican Army ai Salmon fitrcr. 

NOTiCE.— All American soldiers who are willing 
to quit the uiuiatural war in which, they are at present 
en;;aged9 will receive, at the British out-posts, the 
arrears due to them by the Amerioan government, to 
the extent of five nu)nth*s pay No man shall be re- 
quired to serve against his own country/* 

This produced no devest ion»< nor any other 
eflTect, exeept contempt of tht^ wretched author 
of the placard. 

A very handsome affair was executed the 12th 
Ovtoher« by a party of meuy under command of 
Col. Isiiao Clark. The Colonel, with his party, 
left Ch«tzy landing, so as to arrive at IMassas- 
qiioi-bay at an early hour in the nioi ning. He 
arrived unperceived within a few rods of the 
enemyy who were drawn *up in oi*der of battle, 
6y their commander, Major Powel. The en- 
emy commenced a fire on the left flank, but in 
ten minutes after the first attack, they laid 
down their arms, and surrendered themselves 
prisonors of war. 
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Col. Clark despatched Capt. Finch^ ivith Us 
oonipanjy to reconnoitre the course of a body of 
about 200 incDy who were supposed to be ad* 
vancing against hiib. Capt. Finch proceeded 
with such promptness and abiiitj^^, as to surprise 
and capture the advan<;ed guards consisting of 
cavalry« except one manr, who fled, and^ giving 
the informatiody tiie enemy escaped. 

The prisoners were then put on board boats^ 
and sent to Burlington. 

The whole American force engaged was 10^ 
The number of prisoners taken was 101 ; the 
killed and wounded of the enemy, 23. 

The success of this expedition was materially 
aided by a knowledge of the country, into which 
he marclied, which a commander of an expedition 
should always be full master of. 

The following gallant action will be best de- 
Kiiled by giving* the official report which was. 
inade^ in the following words : 

« Charleaton, (S. C.J August ^\^ 18 IS. 
Sir-^I have the hoDOor to inform you, that the pri- 
vateer, schooner Decatur, of tins port, arrived hero 
yesterday, with H. B. M. schooner Dominico, hsr 
prize. She was captured on the 5th inst. after a most 
gallant and desperate action of one hour, and carried 
by boarding) having all her officers killed or wouud- 
ed, except one midshipman. The Dominico mounts 
15 guns, one a 32 pouQder, on a pivot, and had a com* 
plement of 83 men at the commencement of the ac-^ 
tion, 60 of whom were killed or wounded. She was 
one of the best equipped and manned vessels of her 
class I have ever seen. The Decatur mounts 7 guns^ 
and had a complement of t03 men at the commeaee- 
ment of the action, nineteen of whom were killed 
and wounded. I have the honour to be> with great 
respect, jour most obedient servant, 

JOHN H. DEN^ 
Qpn. Yfm, Jones, Secretary of the Navy.'* 
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During the combat* whieb lasted an bouFy the 
Ung'ft packet ship. Princess Charlbtie, remained 
a silent fpectator of Ihe scene^ and as soon as 
the vessels were disengaged from each others 
she tacked about, a'»d stood to the southward* 
She had sailed from St Thomas, bound to Eng* 
land, under convoy^ to a certain latitude^ of the 
Doniinieo. 

I'he loss on board the Dominico consisted ot 
13 killed and 47 wounded; five of whom mortally.. 

On the 14th of this month, (August, 1813,) 
the U. S« brig Argus was captured by the Bri- 
tish sloop ot war Pelican* The Argus sailed 
from New-Tork, the 2t8t Jiine^ for France, and 
arrived at Le Orient, after a passage of 23 dayst 
where Mr. Crawford, minister from the United 
* States, to the court of France^ landed. From 
Le Orient, the Argus sailed, on a cruise^ in the 
British ehannel, where she fell' in with the Bri- 
' tish sloop Peliean^ fitted out for the purpose of 
taking the Argus. The action was well sup- 
ported by the Americans for 44) minutes^ wjiea 
the enemy succeeded in capturing the Argus^ 
by boarding. The number of killed and wound- 
ed on board the American will best explain the 
bravery With which the ship was defended^ a- 
gainst a vessel, which the British editors ae- 
knowledged to be superior in size and arma- 
ment. Killed, on board the Argus^ 52 midship- 
men^ 4 seamen ; wounded, mortdly^ Capt. Wm* 
B* Alleni commander,! carpenter, 1 boatswain's 
mate, 1 seaman ; wounded, severely, Lieut. Wat- 
son, 1 quarter-master, 3 seamen, 1 carpenter's 
mate ; wounded, slightly, 8 ; total, 24. 

'Vl'heh Captain Alien was removing out of the 
Argus, ta be conveyed to the hospital, he ex- 
claimed — *< €iod lUss you, my lai$% x/o^ ehall ne- 
arer meet again*'' 
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The Argus, previous to her capture^ bad "ta- 
ken and deKtroyed 21' sail of British vessels. 

The following statement will show the foroQ 
of the two vessels. 

JLrgus — 10 2% pound earronades, 2 long 9'8— 
burthen 298 tons, 94 men fit for duty, 5' siek, 
the rest absent in prizes. 

Pelican — 22 52 pound carronades, 2 long 9's, 
and 2. swivels — burthen B8^ tons, 179 men, 11 
of them volunteers for the oeeasion^ from ship^ 
at. Cork. 

On the 5th September, the U. S. brig Enter^ 
priz>e9 William Burrows, commander, fell in with 
II. B. M. brig Boxer, Capt. Blytlie. The Bri- 
tish brig was discovered at anchor, in shore, at 
5 o'clock, A. M. Penmaquid bearing north, 8 
miles distance. After some manceuvriBg, the 
brigs approached at a quarter, past a P. M. 
within half pistol shot of each other^ when the 
action commenced. At 20 minutes past 5, the 
brave commander of the Koterprize fell, mor- 
tally wounded ; while lying on the deck, he re- 
fused to be carried b^low, raised his head, and 
requested « that thefiag might never be struck.*^ 
.Thus lay the intrepid Burrows« until he learned 
the result of the action, ivhen, clasping his 
hands, he said, << I die tonteiited,*^ He was then 
taken below, and died in 8 hours afterwards.— « 
At 4 P. M. the enemy ceased firing, and .cried 
out for quarters ; saying* that as their colours 
were nailed^ thf%j could not haul them down ;— » 
a suffii'ient proof that it was reso|ved never to 
yield to a Yankee crew. Some of the erew of 
the Boxer have aeknowjed^ed, t|»it she left port 
with a complement of 115 picked mcn^^ for the 
purpose of taking the Enterprixe ; that six men 
were put on board a prize, aud ^ a»hoi*€ on the 

k2 . 
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island of Manhiggen, leaving on board, when 
tlie action eommenced, 104; ^hieh aeeonnt a- 
grt*e» with the muster-bootc* found on board of 
the Boxer. The number of killed and wounded 
on board the Boxer, could not be ascertained 
with certainty, as many of the former were 
thrown overboarn* The senior officer of the 
£nterprize states it* from the best information 
be could (ibtain, at between 20 and 30 killed, and 
t4k wounded. Capt. BIythe, the commander of 
the Boxer, was among the killed. The follow- 
ing extract of a letter from Capt. Hull to Com. 
Bainbridge« is too important to l>e omitted. 

" I yesterday visited the two brigs, and was as- 
tonished to see the difference of injury sustained in 
the action. The Enterprizc has but one 18 pound 
shot in her hull, one in her maitHmastn and one in her 
fore -mast; her sails are much cut with grape shot, 
and there are a grcc>t number of grape lodged in her 
sides, but no injury done by them. The Boxer has 
eighteen or twenty 18 pound shot in her hull) most 
of them at the water's edge *. several stands of 18 
pound grape stick in her side, and such a quantitjF 
of small grape, that I did not unrlertakp to count 
them. Ker masts, sails aqd spars, are literally cut 
Ho pit^qes, several of her ^uns dismounted and un- 
fit for service ; her top-gallant fore-castle nea,rly ta- 
ken off by the shot ; her boats cut to pieces, and 
her quarters injured in proportion. To give you 
an idea of the quantity of shot about her, I inform 
you, that I counted in her main-mast alone, three 18 
pound shot holes, 18 large grape shot holes. 25 
musket ball holes, and a large number of smaller 
shot holes, and without counting above the cat har- 
pins. We find it impossible to get at the number 
killed; no papers are found by which we can ascer* 
tain it — I, however, counted upwards of 90 bam* 
xnocks, which were ia kcjr aetting with beds u»^ 
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tfteniy besides % several beds without hammocks ;— » 
she has excellent accommodadons. for all her offi- 
cers below in state rooms, so that I have no doubt 
that she had 100 men on board. We *know that 
she has several of the Rattler's men^ and a quantity 
of wads was taken. out of the Rattler, loaded with 
4 lar^e grape shot, with a small hole in the centrei 
to. put in a cartrido^e, that the inside of the wad may 
take fire When it Leaves the gun. In short, she is 
in every respect completely fitted : and her accom* 
modations exceed any^thing I have seen in a vessel 
of her class." * 

If there is an American w^o would deny the 
honour due, on this occasion* to the American 
tars* let him read the following from a London 
paper, and yieldy however unwillingly^ the palm 
to the first nation in the world, the hitherto des- 
pised eitizens of the United States. The follow^ 
mg is a copy of the extract alluded to. 

« Among the American news^ which is to be found 
in the papers just received from that country, it 
pains us to find a full confirmation of the loss 6f his^ 
majesty's brig Boxer^ whivh has added another lau* 
rel to the naval honours of the United States. Th& 
vessel by which she was captured, is represented 
(falsely, we believe,) as of only equal force with her- 
self; but what we regret to perceive stated, and 
trust will be found* much exaggerated, is that the 
Boxer was iiteralli/ cut to fiiecea^ in saila^ Tigging^ 
afiarsy and hull ; whilst the finterprize (her antago-^ 
nist,) was in a situation to commence a similar action 
immediately afterwards. The 9^ seems to be but 
too clearly estiiblished,. that the Americans have 
some sufierior mode of firing ; and we cannot be 
too anxiously employed in discovering to wh»t cir- 
cumstances that superiority is owing. The Boxei^ 
was certainly not lost for want of heroism. The 
British captaii\ nailed his colours to the masf, and 
)iappily did not live to' see them struck. Bcnih com^ 
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manders died in the action, which appears to have 
been of the most desperate kind ; and both were 
buried at the same time, in the port to which the 
prize was carried/* 

The loss on board the Enterprize, was — 1 or* 
dlnary seaman killed ; 1 commander^ (Burrows,} 
1 midshipman, YK« Waters,) 1 carpenter^s mate, 
mortally wounaed; 3 quarter-masters, 1 boat- 
swain's mate, 5 seamen, 1 marine, wounded. — 
Totalis. 

The remains of the gallant commanders, 
(Burrows and Blythe,) were buried in Portland, 
with military honours. Cajit. Blythe, of tlie 
Boxer, was one of the pali-bearers at the fune« 
rat honours paid to the late Captain Lawrence, 
at Halifax. 

The following memorial was caused to be inscrib- 
ed on the monument of the gallant Lieut. Burrows, 
of Portland, by Mr. M. L. Davis, of NewYork i 

BfiNEATH THIS 8T0KB 

Moulders • 

THE BODY OF 

WILLIAM BUlinOWS, 

Late Commander of the 
UNITED STAtfS* BRIG ENTERPRIZE, 
Who was mortally wounded on the 5th of September,. 
18 13, in an action, which contributed to increase 
the fame of Americnn valoar.by capturing his 
BBIT. MAJESTY'S BRiG BOXER, 
after a severe contest of 45 minutes. 
A passing stranger has erected this monument of re- 
spect to the manes of a patriot, who in the hour of 
peril, obeyed the loud summons of an injured 
country, and who gallantly met> fought and con- - 
quered the foeman« 

The U« S. brig Enterprize, w.as formf'rij a 
schooner, and is the same vessel with which 
Lieut. Sterrett^ in August^ 1801^ captured vnLh^ 
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out ^Ae Io8« of a man, the TripoUtan sbip of ' 
tvar Tiipoli, of 1^ guns, and 8^ inen» 60 of whom 
-were killed and wounded. 

By a resolution of Congress, the Presiddit of 
the United States was requested to present tp 
the nearest mate relative of Lieut. William Bur- 
rows,^ and to Lieut. R. M'Call, of the brig En- 
terprize, a gold medal ; and a silver medal to 
eaeh of the commissioned officers of said vessel* 

The President of the United States, having con- 
«idere4 the Boxer as equal in force to the En* 
terpcize, has ordered her to be delivered up foi* 
the benefit of the captors. 

Com. fiodgers arrived at Newport, the 26ih 
September, m the frigate President, having 
sailed from Boston, on his third cruise, in com- 
pany with the Congress^ the 30th of April pre* 
ceding. After parting company with the Con- 
gress, on the 8th May, in Ion. 60 W. lat. 39f 
30, N. he shaped hjs course to the southward 
of the Grand Bank, with the view to intereept 
the enemy's West-India trade: being disap* 
pointed in this quarter, he pursued a route to 
the northward, on a parallel with the eastern 
edge of the Grand Bank, so as to eros» the 
tracks oi the West-India, Halifax, Quelt^e, and 
St. John's trade. Not being sueeessful, after 
reaehing the latitude of 4S N. he steered to- 
wards the* Azores off which he eontioo^d until 
the 6th June, Without meeting an enemy's ve9<% 
seU From hence, he erow^lj^sail to the N. E» 
in search of an enemy's con^f , whieh he learn* 
ed was seen sailing from the West-Indies, to 
England. Although disappointed in falling in 
with the convoy, he nevertheless made 4 cap- 
tures, the 9th and i3th of June. This broog^ 
bim 80 far to the north and east^ that he ro- 



' 454 • HXBTOBT OT THB WAB« 

^ seWed on going into the North Sea. He pat 
into North Bergen on the 27th June, to proetir'Q 
provisions and water^ not having seen any ene- 
my ^b vessels since the ISth. At Bergen he could 
{N'ocure only water, and departed fi^Bi thenee 
the 2d Jaly, stretching over towards the Ork- 
ney-islands ; and from thence towards . the 
North Cape, in search of a British convoy, that 
was' to sail from Archangel, of which he ob- 
tained information from 2 vessels^ which he cap- 
tured on the 13th and 18th July. In thi» 
object he was disappointed, by the appearance 
of 2 of the enemy's ships of war, (a line of bat- 
tle ship, and a frigate,) off the North Cape, on 
the 19th July. The President was chased by 
these 2 ships for 80 hours, but effected her es- 
oape. ' The Commodore next proceeded to a sta- 
tion where he might intercept the trade passing 
into and out of the Irish channel. In this posi- 
tion he made 3 captures, between the 2^h Ju- 
ly, and 1st August ; when, fearing the great su* 
perior force of the enemy in that quarter^ he 
.changed his ground ; and, after taking a cir- 
euit round Ireland, and getting into the latitude 
of Cape Clear, he steered for the Banks of New- 
foundland, near which he made 2 captures.— 
From the Banks, he steered for the United 
States; and, being short of provisions, was 
eoiimelled to make the first poi't^ into whieh he 
•ould safely enter. He brought in with him BT* 
B. M. schn High^^yer, a tender to Admiral 
Warren, captured on the 23d July. He took 271 
iprisoners: 216 of whom were sent home in car* 
tels, and 55 brought home in the President. 

The movements, on the Niagara frontier, b#- 
§Bm at this time to wear a very serious aspect^ 
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Tlie IbllDvtngf address was eiroulated in the 
western distriet of the stale of New-Yprk. 

^ TO THE PATRIOTS OF THE WESTERN 

DISTRICT. 

^ The period being at hand which is to decide 
the fate of the province of Upper Canada^ and the 
command of the Niagara frontier having devolved 
on me, 1 think proper to invite the old and young 
patriots of the Western District to join my bngade 
in (JeTence of their country and rights^:— any number 
t\ot exceeding lOOOj will be nccepted and organized 
immediately on their arrival at Lewiston* and offi- 
cered by the choice of their men. As the move* 
ments of an army require secrecy^ objects in view 
cannot be particularly developed ; but those who feel 
disposed to distinguish themselves, and render ser* 
vices to their country, m*ybe assured that some- 
thing efficient and decisive will be done. The term 
of servige will be 2 months, if not sooner discharg- 
ed I and every thing shall be done to render their 
situations as comfortable as possible. I wish none 
to volunteer who may have any constitutional objec- 
tions to cross the Niagara river: 1400 of my bri* 
• gade have already volunteered .to cro-s the river, 
and go wherever they may be required ; and 600 of 
them are now doing duiy at Fort Geovge. 1 flatter 
myself that no other consirieration need be urged« 
than love of country^ to excite the patriotism of the 
yeomanry of the Western District. 

Given at head^juirters, Lewiston, October 3d^ 
1813. 

GEORGE M'^LUKB, Brig. Gen, 
Commanding Niagyra Frontier.'* 

A considerable number of patriotic volunteers 
flocked* on this occasion, to the standard'^of Oen. 
M'Clure. 

The following is an extract of the generaPs 
letter to Governor Tompkins^ of the state of 
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Kew-Torky dated F^rt tieoi^, 6fh Oetobeis 

181S. 

<« We have commenced offensive operations a« 
gainst the enemy. About 500 militia volunteers, 
and about 150 indians^ commanded by Col. Chapin^ 
attacked the picket ^uurd of the enemy about a mile 
and an half from Fort George^ and drove them im 
upon the main body, when the eiiemy opened a fire 
from several field pieces. Our men retired in good 
order into the fort, with the loss of one man killed 
and two or three wounded. T^e enemy's loss was 
7 killed, many wounded, and 4 prisoners. 
^ <^ i n a short time, the enemy appeared in consider- 
able force within 500 yards of the fort, at the edge 
of the woods ; Chapin again sallied out with ahotit 
300 men, and some Indians, commenced a brisk fire 
on the whole of the enemy's line, and drove them 
half a mile—- but, perceiving, by the movements of 
the enemy, that they would outflank us, I ordered 
200 ro reinforce him, apd in two detachment^ to at* 
tack the enemy's fianks. We succeeded in driving 
the enemy into the woods, when night coming on, 
put an end to the conflict. Our loss was t) ifling ; 
I have not ascertained that of the enemy. Colonel 
Chapin is a brave man. Every officer and sol dier 
did his duty." 

Col. Chapin^ in a private letter* to a friend in 
fiiiflTaloe^ thus details the brush he had with the 
enemj. 

« While at dinner, I rebeived information of the 
British army being in the town of "^twark I im- 
medi'Uely rallied a party of 100 men, and commenc- 
ed a fire upon them, who returned it with much 
warmth— we kept the ground till we were rein- 
forced by 60 Indians, and 100 militia. With this 
force, we compelled the enemy to retreat, and pur- 
sued them one and a half miles, when we received 
a reinfoi cement of 100 men; with this force, we 
drove them half a mile further, where they coveted 
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themeeiTes in a ravine, and opened a most tretnen* 
dous fire of musketry upon us. After an hoar and 
a batf hard fightinjg:, we drove theni from the ruvine, 
back to the batteries — it beiug now nearly dark, we 
returned in good order. 

*' From some deserters, and a prisoner we took, 
we learn that we had contended with the whole Bri- 
tish arnay, consisting of 1100 men, with the great 
Gen. Vincent at their head ; and that we kilied 32,* 
Our loss was 4, kilied and wounded." 

Major Ciiapin has pecenrl^ been brevelt^^d 
, lieutenant colonel, in the United States* armv. 
Gen. MKJiure, with the New-York rai/iria, 
volunteers and Indians, succeeded in driving the 
Britisli army from the vicinity of Fort (leorge, 
and pursued them as far as Twelve- mile- 'reek. 
Col. Scott« who commanded at fort Gfor|»3, 
having informed Gen, M*Clure, ihat be w{<s un- 
der orders to leave that plaee with the regulars^ 
the general was compelled to abandoa his de- 
sign, and re-Virn to P'ort George. 

It was General .H^CIure^s wish, by the aid of 
the regular troops, to clear Upper Canada abr->ve 
Kingston, of the British armies, to estabiish a 
temporary government, secure the friendship, 
aud if necessary, the co operation of the inhabi- 
tants, and compel the Indians to seperate them- 
selves from the enemy, or accompany them in 
their retreat. That this (fouhl be effected, can 
scarcely be douted, but It was necessarily aban- 
doned in favour of a design which originated with 
the general government, and which, liad it suc- 
ceeded, would have been more important. The 
regular trooips were principally drawn from tlio 
Niagara frontier, to co-operate with Gen, Wil- 
kinson in his intended attack en Montreal. Gen* 
Harrison's army was also oi*dered to Sackett's 

o 
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Harbour. Gen. Al^Clure endeavoured to influ* 
enee Gen. Uarrison to aid bim in attacking the 
enemy; but tbe instruetions from the general 
government were positive; and Com* Cbaun- 
cey bad arrived ivith bis fleet to remove *the 
troops to Sackett's Harbour. The force remain- 
ing M^itb Gen. M^Clorey vras barely suffieient to 
defend Fort George, and entirely inadequate to 
offensive operations ; and this foree, wbieb tbe 
general stated, to be *< ungovernable,'' would 
soon be reduced by the expiration of their term 
of service. 

The militia returned to their homes, ^vith the 
exception of a few that were induced to remain 
beyond the term of their enlistment I'he gene- 
ral finding his force reduced to a number inade- 
quate to defend his post, and the enemy advanced 
within a few miles of him, he called a couneii of 
officers, and put to them the question, «• Is the 
fort tenable with the present number of men ?" 
They were unanimous in the opifiion. that it 
was n6t tenable. The arms, ammunition, and 
public stores, were immediately sent across tbe 
river, and, as a measure deemed necessary to 
the safety of the troops, the town of Newark 
was burned. << This act, (said Gen. M^Clure,) 
however distressing to tbe inhabitants* and my 
feelings, was by order of the Secretary tff War, 
and I believe, at the same time, proper.'' Tbe 
inhabitants had twelve hours notice to remove 
their effects and such as chose to cross the river, 
were provided with all the necessaries of life. 

Capt. Leonard vvas left in command at Fort 
Niagara, with 150 regulars; Colonel Grieves« 
with 20 men^ and ^ pieces of artillery, was at 
Le^iston; Major Mallory, with 40 Canadian 
inilitia^ wero stationed at Schiosser; and the 
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gteinepal ^eot to Baffkloe^ to provide for tlife 
safety of that place, and Blaek Rock. 

From BufFaloe, General M'CIure issued an 
address to the inhabitants of the counties of 
Niagara, Genessee, AnA Chatague, apprizing 
them of the menaced invasion of that frontier^ 
and calling on them to repair to Le^riston, 
Schl^sser, and Buffaloe, for the purpose of de- 
fending their country and home against a bar- 
barous enemy* This was too late to produce the 
desired eflfeiet. 

On the morning of the 19th December, about 
4 o'eLockji the enemy, consistingsof regulars, mi- 
litia, and Indians, to the number, by the most 
probable account, of 1500 men, crosse.d ttie Ni- 
agara river at Five-mile me^idow, and advanced 
against Fort Niagara, which they completely 
surprised, entering it while the men t^ere near- f- 
ly Bi\ asleep, and killing, without mercy or dis->. 
crimination, those who came in their way. It 
will be recdilccted that an attack on this plaoe 
was expected, and that Captain Xjconard, who 
comnianded, had directions accordingly; yet 
General M'Clure observes, in his oiQcial. des- 
patch, << I am induced to think that the disaster 
is not attributable to any want of troopSf but to 
gross neglect in the commanding officer of the 
fortf Captain Leonard, in not pre|»i»ring, oeing 
ready, and looking out for the expected attack*'^ 
It appears by another letter from Gen. M^Clure, 
<< that Captain Leonard was not in the fort at the 
time of the attack, having left it at a late hour 
the preceding evening.'^ 

On the same morning on which Niagara was 
' taken, a detachment of militia stationed at 
Lewiston, under command of Major Bennett * 
was attacked by a strong party of the enemy^ 



 

kui the major and his tevf men ent 'their wajF 
ivith gri at biavery throogfa several hundreds 
©f savages and others, by ^hom they wei*e sur- 
rounded. Ihe tillages of Youngstcwn, Lewi*- 
luHf Manchester, the Indian l*nsearora viiiage, 
and all the intervening houses, were burned^ 
and many of the inhabitants inhumanly buteber* 
fd, without respect to age or sex, by. savages^ 
if aded by Rritibb Officers painted. Major Mal- 
Jor}, vho was stationed at Sehlosser, with about 
40 Canadian militia, boldly advanced to Lewis- 
ton heights,^ and compelled the enemy to fall 
hack to the foot of the mountain : for two days 
the major continued to resist the advanee of the 
enrnh', disputing every inch of ground to the 
lautawiintv creek. 

Majoi-Gencral Hall, on hearing the danger- 
ous and exposed state of the frontier, ha^ened 
to Ratavia ; and, on the morning of tjie 2SA De- 
cenJier, at the request of General M'Clure, 
took the chief eommand of the men then assem- 
bling to repel the enemy. There was a great 
defi( iency of ammunition and arms. With what 
could be procured, the general commenced his 
ntarch towards Legist on on the 95thi having 
under his command 150 infantry, under Lieut. 
Col. Lawrence, supported by one company of 
cavalry, under Captain Marvin, and in the ex- 
pectation to join a corps of militia, said to be 
.^00 strong, under Lieut. Cpl. Ateheson^ which 
was stationed 15 miles east from LewistoD, 
with instructions^ if possible, to join the main 
force at Kuffaloe. On the hiorning of the ^6tb, 
General Hall arrived at Bufialoe^ where he found 
a considerable body ofr irregular troops of vari- 
ous* descriptions. General M'Clure was left in 
fommand at Batavia.. On the 27th the troop& 
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•t Buflfaloe and Black Rdek^ vei*e reviewed^ and 
found to eonsistf in tli^ aggregate^ including In- 
dians, of 1711 men, which were increased, on 
the morning of the 29th, by about 500 men^* 
giving an entire force of 2011 men; but this- 
force was soon reduced, by desertion, to 1200 ; 
and even these so deficient in ammanition, that 
a part of the'eartridges were made and distribu- 
ted after the men were paraded for battle, os 
the morning of the 30>tb. 

In the evening of the 2^h, at 12 o'clock, the 
horse patrole had been fired on, a short distance 
below Conjoktie's creek, and one mile below 
Black Rock. The troops were immedlatelj 
paraded, and stood by their arms. Ab attempt 
was made to dislo^^ the enemy from the sai« 
lor^s battery near Conjoktie*s, of which he had 
obtained possession. The attempt failed, through 
the darkness of the night, and confusion into 
which the militia were thrown by the enemy's 
fire. A second body of militia, sent on the same 
service, was equally unsuccessful; the men» 
after a short skirmish, fled in disorder. A third 
detachment was ordered^ on the same service^ 
but was recalled to oppose a body of men which 
iiras discovered, as the day dawned, crossing the 
river. As soon as the force of the enemy was 
ascertained to be large^ and commandnl by 
Lieut. Col. Drummond^ and their position re- 
connoitred^ the best possible disposition was 
made to oppose them, with a force inferior in 
number, as it was id experience, and ammuni- 
tions of war. General Hall thus briefly'detaila 
the efiect : r 

<< The attack was commenced by a fire from our 
fix pounder under lieut. Seely, below general For* 
ler's bAUftC;: and one 34 and two 12 poundera at tte 
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battery, under command of liest. Farnum, of tb^ 
2 1 8t U. S. Infantry y acting as a volunteer. At thet 
same lime the enemy opened a heavy fire from their 
batteries on the opposite, side of the river^ of «hells> 
spherical and hot shot, and ball. The regiment un- 
der command of col. Blakeslie, about 4Q0 strongs 
were regularly in line, together with detached bo- - 
dies from other cocps, amodnting^ ac.coMing to the 
best estimate I can make, in all about 600 naen,— 
These few but brave men, commenced the attack 
with musketry upon the enemy io their boats, and 
poured upon thtm a most destructive fire. . Every 
inch of ground was disputed with the steady cool- 
ness of veterans, and >it the expense of many valua* 
ble lives. I'heir bravery, at the same time that it 
casts a lustre over their namrs, reflects equal dis- 
grace on those who fled at the first appearance of 
danger— and whom neither intreatics nor tbreatSr 
could turn back to the support of their comrades. 

« Perceiving that the Indians, on whom 1 had re- 
lied tor attacking the enemy's flank, were offering 
us no assietanct — and that our right was endanger- 
ed by the enemy's left, I g ive directions for the re- 
serve, under command of col. M'Mahan, to attack 
the enemy in flank on out right- But terror had 
dissipated this corps, and but few of them could be 
rallied by their officers and brought to the attack* 
Of this corps th<re are some who merit well of 
their couT.uy — but more who covered tbemselve* 
with disgrace. I'htr dcfectiori of the Indians and of 
,my rt serve, and the loss of the services of the ca- 
valry and n\ounted men» by reason- of the nature of 
the ground on which they must act, left the forces 
engaged exposed to the enemy*s fire in front and 
Hank. After standing their ground for about one 
lialf hour, opposed to veterans and highly discip» 
lined troops^ overwhelmed by numbers, and nearly 
surrounded, a retreat became necessary to thtir 
Safety, wl ich was accordingly made. I then made 
every effoxi ta rally Ui« troops wilb a Wlf tot resMT 
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the attack on the enemy's, colamns, on their ap<» 
proach to the village of BttfT^ioe. But every effort 
proved inefTectual ; and experience proves, that with 
militia a retreat becomes a flighty and a battle once 
endedy the army is dissipated. 'Deberted by my 
principal force, I fell back that night to the Eleven 
mile creeky and was forced to leave the flourishing 
villages of Black. Rock and BafTaloey a prey to the 
enemy 9 which they have pillaged and Isud in ashes.'* 

General Hall retired to Eleven mile ereek> 
wherp he collected about 300 men ; and»' with 
these^ endeavoured to oovei^ the fleeing inhabi- 
tants, and make a show to prevent the advance 
of the enemy* ^ 

Eight pieces of artillery fell into the hands of 
the enemy. About SO men were killedf and 
somewhat more than that numher wounded, in 
the defence of Black Rock. But the worst re* 
mains to be told, or rather some falot idea to be 
given of the indescribable barbarity of the enemy. 

Black Rock and Btiflfaloe were destroyed, to- 
gether with every building for two milea east ot 
Buffaloe on the Batavia road, Bnd almost every 
building between Bnffkloe and Niagara along the 
river. ** The enemy/* says General Hall, ♦« had 
with him at Black Rock and Buffiiloe, a number 
.of Indians, (the general .diMuion in that country 
is about 200,) who pursued their accustomed 
mode of horrid warfare* by tomahawking^ sealpn 
ing» and otherwise mutilating the persons who 
{ell itiio their bands. Among the victims of 
their savage barbarity, was a Mrs. Lovejoy, of* 
Buffaloe, who was tomahawked, and atterwarda 
burnt in her own house. The eooduet of these 
' savages has struck the minds of the people on the- 
JNiagara frontier with such horror, as to make 
it absolutely neeeB9ary> that a more eflioieuil 
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force than the ordinary nilitia of tlie eouoirj, 
should be employed for its protection^ to prevent 
its becoming entirely depopulated." 

All the settlements of a populous country, W 
miles square^ were completely broken up, and 
12,000 persons sent as if into beggery. The 
tomahawk and bayonet deprived parents of their 
children, and children of their parents ; the sa- 
vages white and red, who acted not merely as 
conquerors, but as murderers and robbers, by a 
fell swoop, pounced upon their prey with the fe- 
rocity of the tiger, and the all-desolating ruin of 
the locust. On the 4th January the robbers re- 
tired into their own woods, not daring to wait 
the chastisement that was prepared for them. 

Considerable contributions of money were eol- 
lected for the relief of the surviving sufferers,, 
who gradually returned to view the smoking 
ruins of their late habitations. 

The enemy having declared their conduct oik 
the Niagara frontier, to have been committed ia 
retaliation for excesses said to have been com- 
mitted by the American armies in Canada, the 
oensure. or rather indignation of th^ suffering, 
inhabitants were turned against Gen. M^Clure, 
who had the command- The general, previous 
to retiring from command, pubushed an address, 
te the public, in justification of his own conduct^ 
in which he seems to have been pretty sueccBS- 
fttl. M^Clure was eertainly a good and zealous 
soldier ; ever ready te obey his superiors, he ex- 
acted obedience from those who were placed un- 
der his ebmmand ; he knew that strict discipline 
was essential to form the practical soldier ; and 
he probably sHl!ered in the est^m of some, be^ 
eause he pursued a system from which he eould 
not depart without a orime, that might stamj^ 
him with indeliable disgrace^ 
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The importance of FortNiagara, as amilitary 
position; is sirfBdentl; evident, and f tie possibili- 
ty of preserving it has been unfortunately proY*- 
en by an enemy, who probably would not medi* 
tateits reduction, were he not, in some manner 
apprized that the garrison, sufSeiently strongs 
was not sufficiently watchful. Had this post 
been preserved, as it might have been, the ruth- 
less massacre of its garrison, after resistance 
had ceased, would not have happened; nor would 
a savage eiieniy have dared to attempt his hor- 
rid incursion^ without the previous possession of 
the key to the settlements along the Niagara 
frontier. 

These observations are not merely speculative* 
The enemy had undoubtedly an early eye on the 
post at Niagara; it may perhaps be eause of sur- 
prise to some, that it was not seized while in a 
state of ill defence, and, that its occupation by 
the enemy^ was deferred to a time, when it was 
amply supplied with men, arms, and ammunition. 
This can be best explained, by a re-assertioUf 
that the enemy prudently waited until he could 
find the garrison not watchful, sleeping. To the 
undaunted prowess of one of the most intrepid, 
zealous^ and active officers of the army, is to be 
attributed, that the enemy had not an earlier 
possession of Niagara Fort. Captain M^Keon^ 
of the artillery, in his bold and successful defence 
of this post, has signalized himself in a manner 
that had few parallels during the war, and may 
probably be ranked, because it bore strong simi- 
litude, to the brave exploit of the hero of Lower 
Sandusky. This act of t.'aptain M*Keon will be 
best explained by the following letter to the Se- 
cretary of War, which is now published, for the 
first time* 
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Mv'Yorki 6th June^ 181 S: 

Sir— When the army was yet in its infancy^ and 
bat very few troops to garrison the old fort of Nia- 
garai I had the honour to command at that station, a 
•ompany of the 3d reg. U. S. artillery ; at this time 
the enemy pre];>ared to bombard us, and rsdsed seve- 
ral strong batteries for the purpose. We sustained 
his fire for seven hours, and had our works so much 
shattered, that our commandant Captain Leonard 
thought them no longer tenable : he had the guns 
spiked, and evacuated the fort. According to orders 
I retreated with the garrison ; but at a very short 
distance from- the place, I solicited and obtained 
Captain Leonardos permission to return to it : at the 
moment it was the depot of an immense quantity of 
public stores, worth perhaps a ndllion of dollars, and 
still more valuable in a military point of view ; these 
I wished at every risk to preserve. Though I pos- 
sessed entire command of all my men, I took back 
with me but 35 ; because from the circumstance of 
the guns being spiked, I could not employ more, and 
this number was enough for the execution of my 
plan if it should succeed, and enough to lose if it 
should fail. I placed ceatinels on the rapiparts and 
at the barriers, and caused them to give the usual 
call every six minutes, through the night, so as to 
impress the enemy with a belief that the fortress was 
garrisoned, and the garrison vigilant : At the same 
time four men belonging to the laboratory had port 
fires lighted and fuzees prepared to blow up the mag- 
azine and all, if the enemy could not be intimidated 
from advancing upon us.- Fortunately he was intimi- 
dated ; the fort was saved ; and the next rooming at 
6 o'clock the garrison returned with a reinforcement* 
On the 1 6th of October, a second order was issued 
by Gen. Alexander *^myih, for the evacuation of this, 
fort, and the public property was accordingly remov- 
ed from it to Lewiston ; but immediately I repre* 
SGnted to Col. Winder, that the fort was not only tea- 
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able, but tbat I would maintain it ; he was pleased te 
'sanctioTi this opinion, and thus I was, in some mea- 
sure, the cause of preserving it a second time. On 
the 2 Ist of iN'ovember following, the enemy bombard- 
ed our fort with the greatest fury for J 3 hours ; dur- 
ing this time it was my good fortune to have been 
most assidled by his attack and most opposite to bis 
position. The conflagration of Fort George and 
Newark will I trust bear testimony to the successes 
of my efforts on that day. 

(Signed) J AS. M'KEON, 

late Capt* Art'y. 

The brave defence of Fort Niagara led to thd 
ibilowing garrison order. 

GARRISON ORDER. 

Fort Magaray October XSth^ 1812. 

It Is with the greatest satisfaction the command- 
ing oi]Scer gives to Capt. M'Keon his full approbation 
for his spirited and judicious conduct, during the se* 
vere cannonading from Fort George and the batte- 
ries on the opposite side the river, against this postf 
for more than seven hours on the 1 3th October inst. 

To Dr. West he begs to fcxpress his sincere thanks 
for the' aid and assistance received from him. To 
the non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
garrison he has only to say that they have his full 
approbation for their cool and determined courage^ 
and their zeal and activity during the day. 

N. LEONARD, Capt. 
Commanding Fort NiUgara. 

l¥bile things were thus progressing on landy 
the British were preparing a naval force for the 
annoyance of the citizens on the sea-board. 

Admiral Warren arrived at Halifax on the 
37th September, 1812 ; and having attempted ia 
vain to deceive the American government with 
false professions of a pacific intention^ he pro- 
ceeded in Januaryf off New-York. 
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Early in February) ISiS, the Chesapeake bay 
and Delawai*e river were blockaded. 

The British fleet continued in the bay and 
rivers connected thereiiith. Their transactions, 
for the greater part, form a history of petty 
landings^ vvherever no considerable force could 
be opposed to them* burning or taking every 
Tessel that came vvithin their power, plundering 
the inhabitants adjacent to the waters, burning 
houses, and insulting, in the most libidinous 
manner, those females, who did not, or eouid not 
fly tVom them* The following deserve particu* 
lar record. 

A letter, of which the following is a C'opy, 
was sent to Lewistown, in the state of Delaware, 
on the i6th March, 1813. 

« Sia, — As soon as you receive this, I must re- 
quest you will send twenty live bullocks^ with a pro- 
portionable quantity of vegetables and hay to the 
Poictiers, for the use of his Britannic majesty's 
squadron now at this an< hora^e. which shall be im» 
mediately paid for at the Philadelphia prices. If you 
refuse to comply with this request, I shall be under, 
the necessity of destroying your town. 
*^ I have the honour to be, Sir, your ob't. servant, 
<' J. P. BERESl ORD, Commodore, 
commanding the British squadron in. 
the mouth of the Delaware. 
<t Thejirst magistrate of Lewistotvn.*^ 

The magistrate transmitted the letter to Gov- 
;ernor Haslet, who sent a replj to the admiral 
on the 23d, concluding in the following words: 
^ T have only to observe to }ou that a compli- 
ance would be an immediate violation of the 
laws of my country, and an eternal stigma on the 
Balfon of which I am a citizen. A complianccy 
therefore^ cannot be acceded to«" 
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On {be evening of the 6th April, t\ke Belvid^ra 
and two small vessels eame close into Lewis, 
and eommeneed an attack, by firing several 32lb* 
shot into the town, which have been piclied up; 
after whieh a flag was sent> to wUieh the follow- 
ing reply was returned. 

'" Sir, — In reply to the renewal of your demand, 
with the addition for a " supply of water,'* 1 have to 
inform you. that neither can be complied with. This,, 
too, you raufit be sensible of ; therefore I must in- 
sist the attack on the inhabitants of this town is both 
wanton and cruel. I have the honour to be, your 
most obedient servant, 

« S. B. DAVIS, Col. Commandant.'* 

Another message was sent, in whieh the Bri- 
tish Captain Byron» among other matter« wrote^ 
*' I gpieye for the distress of the women'* — to 
"Whieh a verbal reply was given, <^ That Colonel 
Bavis is a gallant mao^ and has already taken 
care of the ladies." 

The attack eontinued till near 10 o'eloek.*— 
The firing was kept up during the greater part 
of the following day. One of the most danger- 
ous of their gnn-boats was silenced by the fire 
from a small battery. The enemy withdrew on 
the 8th, after firing on Lewis for "Z^ hours, with 
little efiect^ and without aoeomplishing his ob- 
ject. V 

In their progress up the bay, the British land- 
ed at Frenohtown on the Elk river, and burned 
the store-houses, destroying or earrying away all 
the public and private prop«;rty which they con- 
tained. 

From PrcnchtoVn, the enemy proceeded to 
Havre-de-6raee« a flourishing little village on 
the Sasqnehannah, where they landed, in <5Dnsi- 
^rable foree^ on the 3d of Mayi and proceeded 
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to plunder and burn vfiih a savageness that re* 
quired but the use of the scalping koire^ to out- 
riTai their red allies. Twenty-four of the best 
bouses in the town were burned^ and the others 
plundered. A small party of millfia were sta- 
tioned at Havre-de-Graee, who, on the approach 
of the enerovf made a slight resistance, and then 
retreated. An Irishman, named O'Ncil, with a 
courage amounting to rashness, and an enthusi- 
asm not coniined by cold loyalty, opposed his sin- 
gle arm to the British host, was taken prisoner 
and carried on board the British fleet, but after- 
wards released on parole. 

His countrymen, residing in Pbiladelpliia, pre- 
sented the brave O'Neil with a sword. 

From Havre-de-Grace, the enemy proceeded 
ftarther up the river, and burned the warehouse 
belonging to Mr. Stump, and a furnace beion|;^ 
ing to Mr. Hughes, at Piincippi. 

On the morning of the 4th, (he enemy evaeu-^ 
ated Havre-de-Graee, and proceeded down Ibe 
bay. 

. The next exploit of the enemy was the bam- 
ing of the unprotected villages of Frederiek and 
Georgetown; the former in Cecil county, the 
latter in Kent county, opposite each other on tbe 
Sassafras river, in the state of Maryland. 

The movements of the enemy on the 20th 
June, having indicated a design to attack Nor* 
folk, which i^ace was then ill pr^ared for de- 
fencC) Captain Tarbeli, finding Craney Island m-- 
ther wei|k manned, dii*eeted Lieutenants Neole, 
Shubrick, and Sanders, with 100 seamen, to a 
small battery at the N. W» point of the isfamd. 
At 5 o^elock on the mornii^ of the \{Sd, the eo- 
emy was discovered landing round the point of 
rVansetnond river^ a forcq^ repotted ty deserters 



;iod oth€FSyto exeeed 3000 merr ^ at 8, A. M* th^ 
bafges attempted to land, in front of the island^ 
HO additional force of 1300, nlien Lieats. Meale, 
Shubricky and Sanders^ with the sailors under 
their command, and the marines of the Cotistel* 
lation frigatOf 150 in number, opened a &ix^ 
vihioh was so well directed, that the enemy was 
obliged to retreat to his ships. Three of his 
largest barges were sunk ; one of themt called 
the Centipede, Admiral Warren's boat, 50 feet in 
lengthf carried 75 men^tiie greater part of whom 
were lost. Several of the Imts fell baek» in the 
rear of the island, and commenced throwing 
rockets from Mr* Wise's houses ; but thej were 
quickly compelled to move off, by the shot di« 
rectcd to that quarter, from gun-boat No. 67. — 
In the evening, the enemy's boats came round 
tbe paint of Nansemond, and^ at sun^-set^ wero 
seen returning to th^ir ships, full of men. At 
dusk, they strewed the shore along with fircs^ ia 
order to run away by the light. 

The British troopjs, that were previously land- 
ed, made their appearance on the main landit 
.with a view to attack the west and north post* 
lions of the island, but with no better success 
than attended the men in the boats. Two 24 
pounders and four 6 pounders were advantage- 
ously posted, under the direction of Major Paul* 
kener, of the artillery, which were so well serv- 
ed by Captain Emerson, Lieutenants Hall and 
Godwin, that they produced a serious effect on 
the enemy, who was soon compelled to retreat, - 

Opposed to the large British force, there w ere 
but a few hundred militia and artillerists; there 
were mounted on the island not more than eight 
pieces of cannon that could be brought to bear 
on the eoemy^ >< The officers of the Constella-' 
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tion/' aeeording to the official report of Com^ 
Cassin5 «* fired their 18 pounders more like rifles 
men than artillerists." — ^lliis defence did great 
honour to the few Americans iiiho were engaged. 
Norfolk Mas an important post^ and the enemy 
determined on its occupation; the force sent 
against it Mvas large; Admiral Coekbum cotn- 
jtiauded in person^ and was in one of the barges^ 
encouraging the men to advance. Some Frenck 
deserters reported, that a large bounty was to 
be given to the men in the event of sueeessy and 
that it was promised to them, that Jforfolk wotdd 
Je given up to be plundered.** 

The loss of the enemy could not be less than 
200, exclusive of several deserters; 22 prisoners, 
were taken ; also a brass 3 pounder, with a num- 
ber of small arms, pistols, cutlasses, &e. 

Not a man was lost on the side of the Ameri- 
cans ; the enemy used only Congreve rockets. 

On the 25th June, between 30 and 40 barges 
were discovered, filled with men, approaebing 
the mouth of Hampton creek, from the direetioo 
o f Newport's Noose. I'he A merican troops were 
quickly formed on Little- England plantation^ 
south west, and divided from TIampton by a nar- 
row creek, over which a slight foot bridge had 
been erected. In a short time, the enemy com- 
TQenced landing troops in rear of the Aroerieans. 
A little after ^ve o'clock, A. M. several barges 
approached Black-beard's Point, the headmost of 
which commenced a firing of round shot, which 
was returned from a small battery of four long 
12 pounders* The entire of the force landed by 
the enemf , consisted of at least 2500 men, sup- 
ported by several field>pieces, and some heavy 
guns, and rockets; the American troops were 
composed otSM infantry andrjfle|.62artilleristSf 
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and 25 eavalry. This little foree made tlie most 
judicidus and best defence that was practicable^ 
manoeuvring and disptning every inch of ground. 
The eontest >¥a» at one time very sharp, and waft 
maintained with a resolution that left hope of re- 
pelling the invaders ; but the enem j, being very 
mimerousy attempted to outflank and cut off the 
Americans, when part of the latter began to dis- 
perse in various direetions. It now became in* 
dispensibly necessary for ail the Americans to 
retire, which they did under a continued, but ill- 
directed fire, from the enemy, who pursued thei» 
for two miles. Tlte Amerieans occasionally 
stopped at a fence or ditch, and at every fire 
brought down one of the pursuing foe. 

Capt. Pryor, with bis Lieutenants lively and 
Jones, and his brave, active matrosses, after 
slaughtering many of the enemy with bis field 
pieces, renmine^ on the ground till surrounded—^, 
and when the enemy was within 60 or 70 yards 
of the fort, they spiked their guns, broke through 
the enemy^s, rear, and, by swimming a ereek» 
made good their retreat without losing a man* 
taking with them tbeh* carbines, and hiding them 
in the woods. 

The American toss was 7 killed, 19 wounded^ 
of whom ^ died of their wounds, 1 prisoner, and 
11 missing. The enemy took possession of the 
village of Hampton, after sufl^ring^ a loss, by the 
most probable calculation, of at least 200 men* 

Major Crutehfield, who commanded the Ame* 
rleans, states the enemy's conduct, m the follow* 
ing extract, from his oftfetal report : ,. ^ , 

<< To give yott, sir, an idea of th* savage like di^ 
position of the enemy, oiv their getting possessien of 
tine neighbourhood, would be a vain attempt. Air 
ftough Sir Sidney Beckwlth assured im^ tbaX w !)(£)[' 
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•asiness need be felt in relation to the UDfortunal^? 
.Americans; the fact is, that yesterday there were ^ 
several dead bodies lying unburied, and the wounded 
not even assisted intotown^ although observed to be 
crawling throu|;h the fields towards a cold and inhos- 
pitable protection. 

*( The unfortunate females of Hampton, who could 
not leave the town, were abused in the most shame- 
ful manner ; not only by the soldiers, but by the ve- 
nal savage blacks, who were encouraged in their ex- 
eesses. They pillaged, and encouraged every act of 
mpine and murder, killing a poor man by the name 
ef Kerby, who had been lying on his bed, at the point 
ef death, for more than six weeks, shooting his wife 
in the hip at the ^ame time, and killing his faithful 
dog, lying under his feet. The murdered Kerby 
Was lying last night weltering in his bed." 

A comhilttee of Congress, in a report. to tbe 
iiousCf thus notice this transaetion. 

<< The shrieks of the innocent victims of infernal 
lust at Hampton, were heard by the American pri- 
^ners, but were too weak to reach the eais or dis- 
turb the repose of the British officers, whose duty, 
as men, required them to protect every female whom 
the fortune of war had thrown into their power. 
The committee will not dwell on this hateful sub- 
ject. Human, language affords no terms stfong 
enough to express the emotions which the exami- 
nation cf this evidence has awakened ; they rejoice 
ihat these acts have appeared so incredible to the 
American people. And, for the honor of human na- 
ture, they deeply regret, that the evidences so cleavly 
'establish their truths In the correspondence be-- 
tween the commander of the American and Brltisk 
forces, will be found wbat is equivalent to an admis* 
sion of the facts by the British coQimander." 

The enemy soon e^a'uattd l(ai»)r><on, and re-* 
Ireated to his sbippiog^ to avoid tke punishmeffit^ 
Yliieh^ bad he remained^ i^ouUliaYa sow beca 
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'inflicted. The following extract of a letter from 
•Capt. Cooper, to the lieutenant goyerner of Yir- 
ginia, is pf*oof of shoeking barbarity which wonld 
disgra<;e the safage of the wilderness. 

« I was yesterday in Hampton with my troop 
that place having been evacuated in the morning by 
the British. My blood ran cold at what I saw and 
heard. The few distressed inhabitants running upi 
in every direction to congratulate us ; tears were 
shedding in every coi*ner— -the infamous scoundrels i 
monsters, destroyed every thing but the houses, and| 
(my pen is almost unwilling to describe it) the wo- 
men were ravished by the abandoned ruffians.— Great 
God ! My dear friend, can you figure to yourself 
our. Hampton females, seized and treated with vio- 
lence by those monsters, and not a solitary American 
arm present to averige their wrongs ! But enough— 
1 can no more of this. The enemy have received a 
reinforcement of 2000 — in all, 6000 men ; and Nor- 
folk or Richmond is their immediate aim. Protect 
yourselves from such scenes as we have witnessed* 
They retired' ia great confudon, leaving 3000 weight 
of beef, some muskets, ammunition) canteens, &c» 
and some of their men, which we took. It is 8up*> 
posed that they apprehended an iiamediate attack 
from 6000 of our men, which caused them to retreat 
'so precipitately. My friendj rest assured of pn.o 
thing — that they cannot conquer American s-*they 
cannot stand them. If we. had had 1200 men, we^ 
should have killed or taken the greater part of them.*.^ 

In further proof of these enormities^ the foU 
lowing extract is given^ from the letter of a gen- 
tleman of great respectability.. 

. « At present you must cement yourself with the 
Allowing, and belie-ve it a* reiigtousfy as anyfach 
beyond denial, Mrs^ TurnbuU was pursued up to 
her waist in .the water, and dragged on shore by ten 
4r twelve <rf these rufi&ins, who satiated their brutal 
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desires upon her^ after pulling off her clotlies^ stock- 
ings, shoes, &c. This fact was seen by your ne-^ 
phew, Keitht and many others* Another case — a 
married women, her name unknown to me, with her 
infant child in her arms, (the child forcibly dragged 
from her,) shared the same fate. Two young wo- 
men, well known to many, whose names will not 
be revealed 'or tfiis timcj suffered in like manner.— 
Dr. Colton, Parson Halson, and Mrs. Hopkins, have 
hiformed me of these particulars— another, in the 
presence of Mr. Hope, had her gown cut off with 
a sword, and violence offered in his presence, which 
he endeavoured to prevent, but had to quit the room^ 
leaving the unfortunate victim in their possession^ 
who, no doubt, was abused in the same way. 

*^ Old Mr. Hope himself was stripped naked, 

pricked with a bayonet in the arm, and slapt in the 

face— and were I to mention a hundred cases in ad* 

' dition to the above, 1 do not know that I should ex* 

aggerate." 

Admiral Ceckbum is the redoubtable beroy 
who commanded the enemy hi the mandy mtack 
en Hampton.* 

On the 2(ith June, three of the enemy^s barge» 
attempted to enter Pagan creek, but were re* 
sisted by a detachment of militia ^ and after ex* 
ehanging 14* shots, without eflfect on either side^ 
the enemy retired. 

The enemy had sueh a total command of the 

waters of the Chesapeake, and the rivers falliog^ 

'into it, wherever the same were without the 

* James O'Boyle, an Irishman, residing at Pugh* 
town, in Virginia, offered a reward of 1,000 dollars^ 
ft>r the head of <* the notorious incendiary, and in- 
fEimotts scoundrel^ and violator of all laws, human 
and divine, the British admiral|Cockburni' or 50a 
doUars for each of hia eari* 
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pange of shot from the 9bore $ and bis move- 
ments ^vere so various, that a general alarm was 
exeited in the neighbourhood of these \vaters ; i 

the troops were neeessarilj^ kept embodied) ^nd t,^ 
moving in a manner, which oeeasioned distress 
sing and harrassing difficulties. The fate of 
iho fenaaies at Hampton excited an indignation* 
and roused a patriotism ^and a love of family 
kindred, which stifled all complaints among the 
harrassed soldiei'y of Virginia and Maryland.-— 
« Hapipton''*was a watch- word, at which every 
husband, father, brother, and man, took his gun 
and fled with willingness, to meet the ruffians, 
who threatened, ^vtth worse th^n murder, the 
fair daughters of America. 

It would scarcely be interesting to detail every 
petty landing, skirmish and adventure, that oc- 
fturred, while the enemy remained in the Chesa- 
peake — the most consiucuous of them will^ how- 
ever, be noticed. 

A party of the enemy landed a little belovr 
James-Town^ on the £il Jul>, but were repulsed 
hj the militia. Two of the enemy were killed, 
two taken, and several wounded. The militia 
suffered no loss. 

On the 14(h July* the U. S. schooner Asp, 
ivas attacked in Yoeimo river, by the crews of 
two brigs, who put off in their boats, for that pur- 
pose. The boats, 5 in number^ were beaten off 
by the well directed fire from the Asp; about 
an hour after, the boats returoed, with . two 
other boats, well manned. There were but 2i 
men on board the Asp, and they could not ef- 
fectually resist the great force sent against 
them; they, iMiwever, defended themselves ob- 
stinately and bravely ; nor did they retreat uotiL 
after ^the Asp iras boarded by more than. 50 of 
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the enemy. The enemy set the yessel on fire. 
After their retreat, the survivors of the brave 
American crev^^ went on board and extinguished 
the flames. The American loss in killed and 
wonndedy amounted to 10 men. Mr. Sigourney, 
the intrepid commander ^f the Asp^ was among 
ihe killed* 

Some essays^ published by the late Bobert 
Fulton, on the praetieability of destroying ships 
by torpedoes, ii\dueed several persons to. turn 
their thoughts to this subject. A Mr.MijCy of 
the navy, accompanied by Captain Bowman, of 
Salem, and Midshipman MilGowan, essayed to 
destroy the ship of war «Plantagenet, of 74 
guns, lying in Lynnhaven bay. For this pur- 
pose, they proceeded in a boat, in the night of 
the 24th July, 1813, and having reached within 
100 yards of the ship, dropped the torpedo. It 
was swept along by the tide, but exploded a few 
seconds before it would have come in contact with 
the vessel. It produced great eonsternatioa and 
eonfusidn on board the Teasel^ and induced seve- 
ral of the crew to take to their boats. The 
ship was greatly agitated, and some damage 
done by the violent motion of the water. The 
noise, occasioned by the explosion, was loud .and 
tremendous ; and the appearance of the water, 
thrown up in a column of SO or 40 feet high, 
awfully sublime. It has not been ascertained 
, that any lives were lost. 

The fleet, under command of Admiral Coek- 
bum, returned to the Chesapeake on the 16th 
July, after an invasion of North-Carolina, where 
the eounti*y was pillaged and laid waste by the 
enemy, for several miles. On the 12th, a part 
of this fleet, consisting of two 74'8, S frigates, 
and a schooners^ appeared off Oeraeoek bar. 
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hi North-Carolina^ and iiimediatcly despatebe^ 
in boats^ betwe^ 700 and SOO men, who attack- 
ed the privateer Anaeoada, and schooner Atlasy 
lying inside the bar. There were but 18 men on 
board the Anaconda, who resisted the boats as 
long as they could^ until finding that the vebsel 
must be taken, they diseharged the guns into the 
bull ; but the enemy boarded her in time to plug 
the boles. The Atlas, and some small craft, 
were captured. The enemy took possession of 
Oeraeoek, and the town of Portsmouth, with- 
out opposition. » 

Mrs. Gaston, of Newbum, wife of the mem- 
ber of Congress, being told that the British had 
landed, and wonld shortly be in possession of 
Newborn, fell into convulsive fits, and expired 
in a few hours. Mrs. Curtis died in a similar 
manner, and a Mrs. Shepherd was at the point 
of death, but has recovered. Apprehen«ioQs of 
bring treated like the unfortunate feniales of 
Hampton, it is supposed, produced this extraor^* 
dinary degree of terror. A large body of «mU- 
tia and volunteers were assemMed in the vicin- 
ity of Portsmouth, and on the point of attack- 
ing the enemy, when he thought prudent to re- 
tire. 

Lieut. Angus, commanding the Delaware fie* 
tilla, havii^ discovered, on the ^7tb July, that 
the oneiny had chased and taken a small vessel^ 
near tlie Overfalls, got under way, and stood 
for the enemy. At the distance of about three 
^quarters of a mite, he brought the enemy's sloop 
of war to action, having aneliored for that pur-^ 
pose, S gun-boats, and 2 bloek-sfaips. in a line 
ahead. A heavy Aritish frigate, bad,' by iim 
time, anchored about half a mile f nrtherout— 
After a cannonade of one hour and 4^5 minutes. 
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in wbieb tlie enfemy weeeived several sbot^ witli-^* 
. out any material damage^eing done to tbe flolitlay 
be manned bis boats^ 10 in number, (2 laancbesy 
tbe rest large barges and cutters,) witb between 
50 and 40 men in eaeb« and despatebed tbem af- 
ter gun- boat No. 1219 sailing-master Shead, 
irbieh bad fallen a mile and a lialf out of tbe 
line, and succeeded in capturing ber, after a gal- 
lant resjfltance. The enemy would bave been 
totally c^bated, bad be not been favoured by a 
calm, wl^h enabled bim to carry off the gun- 
boat NoMj^l, tbe colours of which were not 
struck unuTafter being boarded. The sound of 
oannon, on this occasion, was beard at tbe eiiy of 
'Washington, H distance of 120 miles. 

Sailing-master Shead concludes his official re- 
port in the following words : 

«< I found it necessary, for the {^reservation of fhose 
lew valuable lives left, to surrender to seven times 
our number ; the enemy boarding;, loaded our decks 
with men ; we were all driven below, and it was with 
tiie utmost difficulty that (he officers could stay tbe 
revenge of the seamen, who seemed to thirst for 
blood and plunder, the last of which they had, by rob* 
bin^ us of every thing ; we had none killed, but T 
wounded, 5 slightly. The enemy's loss by us, was 
7 killed, and 13 wounded, 4 of which have since 
died. They have conquered me, but they have paid 
dearly for it ; and I trust, Sir, when you come to view 
the disadvantages that I laboured under, having been 
but 7 days on board my boat, and scarcely tin>e to 
station my men, and the misfortune of entirely dis* 
nbling my gun, and tbe superiority of numbers to 
oppose me, you will be convinced that the flag I had 
the honour to wear, has not lost any of that national 
character which has ever been attached to it.** 

It is painful to tbe historian, that while be re- 
cevds tbe many instances of virtuous patriotism^ 
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mid glorious prd^esiB, which ftignalized the citi«. 
n^ens and inhabitant» of the Unked States* it be» 
eomes also his duty to record their crimes and 
treasons. Much consolation is, howevery deriv* 
ed from the reflectioni that patriotism was the 
prevailing sentiment of a great majurity of the 
people. The following general order was pub* 
lished* and dated from the navy department, at 
the city of Washington, and sent, as a circular^ 
to the commanding officers of stations^ or ves- 
sels of the navy ot* the United States. 

<< The palpable and criminal intercourse held with 
the enemy's forces, blockading and invading the wa« 
ters and shores of the U« States, is, in a military view, 
an offence of so deep a die, as to call for the vigilant 
interposition of all the naval officers of the United 
States. 

<< This intercourse is not only carried on by fo« 
reigners, under the specious garb of friendly fiagsi 
who convey provisions, water, and succotirs of alt 
kinds* (ostensibly destined for friendly ports, in the 
face, too, of a declared and rigorous blockade,) di- 
rect to the fleets and stations of the enemy, with con* 
stant intelligence of our naval and military force an4 
preparation, and the means of continuing and con- 
ducting the invasion to the greatest possible annoy*' 
ance of the country; but the same traffic, intercourse^ 
and intelligence, is earned on with great subtilty 
and treachery, by profligate citizens, who, in vessels 
ostensibly navigating oar waters, from port to port) 
under cover of night, or other circumstances favour- 
ing their turpitude, find means to convey succours or 
intelligence to the enemy, andTludethe penalty of 
the law. This lawless trade and intercourse is also 
carried on to a great extents in craft, whose capacity 
exempts them from the regulations of the i^venoe 
laws, and from the vigilence which vessels of greater 
Ci^aciigr attract. 
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<< I am 'therefore commtfided by the President of 
the United States^to enjoin and direct all. naval com- 
numding. ofiic^.r^ to exercise the strictest vigilencey 
and to stop or detain 'all vessels or craft, wbatsoevei:, 
proceeding, or apparently iriteiiding to proceed, to- 
wards the f nemy's ve*^s( U within the waters, or hov« 
ering about the Imrbours of the United States ; or 
towards any station or ci' pied by the enemyj within 
the juri diction of the United Mates, from which 
vessels or craft the enemy might derive succours or 
intelligence. 

W. JONES." 

Tlie enemy, the better to carry his projt els in 
the (*hesapeake into execution, took [possession of 
'Kent-island* and fortified the narrow^s ; which 
station he, however, st^on afterward deserted. 
On the 10th August, he made an attack on St. 
3MichaeJ, with II barges, whicli went up the 
river on the opposite side, and came down on the 
Bide of St. Michael, with so litde noise, that they 
were not perceived passing up or down the river ; 
and as it was very cloudy, and the men in the 
fort, without suspicion of attack, the enemy 
landed before they were discovered. The men 
fired two guns and left the fort, of which the en- 
emy immediately took possession, and gave tliree 
eheers, supposing they would have St. Michael 
without much difflcully ; but they were vei-}' 
much mistaken, for the St. Michael's peop!e« and 
Capt. Vic'kers, of the £aston packet, with the 
artillery from Easton, attacked them so briskly, 
and pointed their guns with so much judgment, 
that our invaders were soon obliged to makeofH— 
<he infantry were not engaged. Mot a ipan of 
the Americans was hurt, although the grape shot 
flew like bail in the town, an^ their balls went 
through a number of the heuscB^ The two 
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*ots that were flred from the fort must have^^ 
done some execution/ as a quantity of blood was 
seen oa the shore^ and two swords and a pistol 
were left beivind^ and their barges were seen ti> 
he struck by the ai-tilJery fi^om the town. 

On the moi'uing of the 14th August^ at fouf 
o'elock, thci enemy atfaeked Queenstown, in 
Queen Anne eounty, both by land and water; — 
4bout 60fl troops were landed and marched up 
to the town^ and 20 armed barges made the slU 
tack by water — the attack was so unexpected^ 
that but little resistance was made-^a piekei: 
guard of the Americaa miiitra were fired on by 
the enemy* 1 of theni was kilted, and 2 ^^ JL* 
IVounded— the militia retreated to Centrevill^P 
atid left the enemy in possession of the town. 

Were the enemy to confine himself to the eap^ 
turing af vessels and their cargoes^ and the de-* 
struetion of publio property, he would be justi* 
liable ; but it is due to truth, not to conceal, that^ 
departing from all established rules of warfare^ 
he not only earried off private property, when- 
ever he could seize it« but also destroyed what* 
ever he could reach, and could not remove. O4 
the ^d N'ovember, he landed on George's iatand^ 
and burned all the buildings on it, he decoyed a. 
great number of negroes; With ai promise t^' 
make them j/Vce— and afterwards shipped these 
wretches to the West-Indies, wliere they were 
sold as slaveSffor the hejiejit of Britisli affleersl 
The following device was practiced with succesiL 
. A party of militia, (17 in number,) stationedi 
thf^mselves I>ehinil the Sand-hills,^ while two whit^ 
men, with their faees and hands blacked, went 
down upon the beach/ and waved their han^ 
kerchiefs to the ships, when a boat, with six men| 
immediately came ashore^ fbll»^ved, at somi^ 
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4istaiiee» by two others^ full of men. Just as the 
men from the first boat were preparing to land^ 
one of those disguised, in wall^ing a Tew steps, 
showed hLi bare aneles, which he omitted to 
blacken, when tbo enemy exclaimed— << White 

men in disguise, hy ; let us push off ^^ 

which they did, and, at the same moment, the 
fiiilitia run out and fired upon them, until they 
were out of gun-shot; they killed two out of this 
six- 
It would be impossible, in the eompass aHot> 
ted to this work, to do Justice to the enemy •:-«> 
his barbarous and plundering* conduct in the 
•^hesapeake, and adjoining rivers, can only be 
jPR]ualled by the conduct of the same enemy in a 
^^ormer war. <• The species of warfare,'* says 
the editor of a Norfolk paper, << waged by Cap- 
tain Lloyd of the Plantagenet, on the inhalM* 
tants of Princess Anne county, is of that pitiful 
and dishonourable kind, which cannot fail to at** 
tach a lasting stigma to his character, and cause 
Ills name to descend to oblivion, coupled with 
that of the infamous ihifimore, and clogged with 
the bitter execrations of all who shall hear the 
tale of his rapacity." 

The Norfolk Herald thus ably and humanely 
notices the seizing and carrying ofl^ negroes. 

^ To take cattle or other stock, would be consis- 
tent with the usa^e of civilized warfare ; but to take 
Vegroes* who are human beings ; to tear them for- 
ever from their kindried and connexions is what we 
should never expect from a Christian Dation, espe- 
•ially one that has done so oiuch to abolish the 
* slave trade.'* There are Negroes in Virginiai 
and we believe in all the southern states, who have 
their interests and affections as strongly engrafted 
m their hearts, as the vhites^ and who feel the sa^rcid 
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tiesbf filial) parental^ andcon^gal affection, equally 
strong, and who are warmly attached to their owners, 
and the scenes of their nativity. To those, n'j in* 
ducement, which the eiiemy could oflrer5 would be 
sufficient to terapt.them away. To drag them a- 
way, then, by force, would be the greatest cruelty. 
Yes, it is reserved for England, who boasts of her re- 
ligion, and love of humanity, to practice this piece of 
cruelty, so repugnant to the dictates of Christianity 
and civilization/' 

The great vigilance and activity of the citi- 
zens, tended not only to disappoint^ bat frequent- 
ly to punish the marauders. 

Ob the lith September, about 15 men volun- 
teered from a militia company^ stationed ne 
the inlet, at Norfolk, to go and attack a party 
the British, who were said to be on shore at the 
Cape. When they came to the Cape, and were 

• mounling one of the sand bills, they found them- 
selves in full view, and within musket-shot of a 
large body of marines, who were exercising; A 
cluster of officers were standing some distance: 
off, betvreen their main body and our militia — ^the 
latter had not a moment to spare ; they took de- 
liberate aim at the officers and fired'; four of 
them felll The militia then made the best or 

-their way back to camp, while the enemy's shot 
whistled over their heads in alL directions^ but 
without dEJleet. 

The proceedings of the- enemy along the coaster- 

-east of the Delaware,^. were;itot generally import 

tant* 

The frigate United" States, Com,^ Decatur ; 

-frigate Macedonian^ Capt.. Jones f and sloop of' 
war Hornet, Capt. Biddle, on the ^Uh MBy% got 
'Under ^ay from New-Tork, with an intention of 

'vproceeding. to sea through the Sound.. lA^hen 

<t2 
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•ff Httiit's Point iht mainmast of the Uaited 
States was struck with lightDingt which tore 
away the Commodore's broad pendant, .and 
brought it down On deck, passed into one of the 
|iort-holeft, down the after hatchway, through 
the ward room into the doctor's room, pot out 
his, candle, tore up his bed, and then passed be- 
tween the skin and ceiling of the ship, and tore 
up about 20 nails of her copper at water's edge. 
Ko further trace of it could be discovered. The 
Macedonian was about 100 yards astern of the 
United States, and on observing the lightning 
strike her, immediately hove her topsails aback, 
fearing that the fire might find its way to the 
agazine. 

On the 1st of June, the vessels attem^ed to 
put toseii, but were chased into New^Liomlon by 
a British force, consisting of a 74, a razee, and 
a frigate. The blockade of New-I^ndon was 
immediately formed; and the inhabitants very 
highly alarmed lest the town would be attaeked. 

On the ^ist June, the British privateer Buck- 
skin, (formerly belonging to Salem,)^ ehased a 
coaster into Owl Head Narrows, (a small bar* 
bout* in Massachusetts,) where five others were 
lyings the whole of which were oaptured and re^ 
moved down into what is called the Thorougb- 
fare, preparatory to being manned out, and they 
began unlading one of the sloops, intd wbieb 
they intended to put the prisoners. During this 
time, from 2 to 309 militia collected, aad pro- 
oeeded down to Fox Island, it being thick foggy 
weather^ when a« l -^ past 3, on the morning of 
the 22d. the fbg clearing away, the privateer ap- 
peared at anchor about 20 rods from the shore^ 
where they commencect iring upon her with 
smJl ams> aAd one field pieee^ which killed the^ 
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fnriyatoetsmeii almost as -fast as they eame on 
deck* The Ist lieutenant ^ut the cable, and ia 
attempting to hoist the jib, (lying flat on hifr 
back,) had his under jaw shot away ; the captain 
was . killed j and but 9 men, it is said, remained 
unhurt, the rest being either killed or wounded. 
It being ebb tide, she drifted out, and when out 
of the reach of the musketry, got under way» 
leaving all her prizes, which again fell into the 
hands of the rightful owners* The erews pnt ia 
^ to man them, in attempting to escape to the pri- 
"vateer in boats, were eitber killed or wounded,. 
1%e action lasted an hour. 

On the 23d June, two barges, containing each 
about 15 men, from the blockading squadron oflT 
New-London, attempted to land near the lights 
bouse, but on observing a company of artillery ' 
, near the shore* pulled off as fast as possiblcu 
When the enemy imagined themselves, out of 
ilanger, they stood in the barges and cheered. 
At this moment a shot was fired from the ar- 
tiilery^ which struck one of the boats, and killed 
4rr^wottnded eight or ten of the men in il. 

A Mr. Seudder formed ade8%n of destroying^ 
the British ship Ramilies> of 74 guns, off New« 
London. For this pnrpose ten kegs of powder 
were put into a strong cask, with a. quantity of 
sulphur mixed into it. At the head of the cask 
was jBxed two gun-Ioeks, with eords fastened ta 
the triggers, and to the under side of the barrels 
in the hatchway, so that it was impossible to 
lioist the barrels without springing the loeka 
each side of the powder— ^and on the top wa^ 
placed a quantity c^ turpentine, and spirits^of 
turpentine, which in all probability was suffident 
to have destroyed any vessel that ever floated 
«a the water> if she eauld have been gpt along; 
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side^ T¥hich ifras the object in view. These kegs 
were put on board the smack Eagle, which 
sailed from New-York on the 15lh June, for 
New-London, but which the crew abandoned, on 
being pursued by the boats of the ^nemy* It 
was ex|)ected that the vessel would be brought 
along side the Raniiiies ; and, by exploding, 
would destroy that ship. The wind dying away, 
and the tide being against them, she could not 
be brought along side. When the Eagle ex- 
ploded, there were four boats along side, and a 
great many men on board her. After the ex- 
plosion, there was not a vestige of the boats to 
be seen ; the body of fire rose to a vast height, 
*and then burst like a rocket. Every man near 
or about her were probably lost, as the boats 
sent from the BaniiJies were seen to return with- 
out picking up any thing. 

On the idth June, three barges belonging to 
the Mockading squadron, after capturing some 
sloops at the mouth of Connecticut river, at- 
tempted to land at Saybrook, but were beaten off 
by the militia. The enemy had three men killed 
on this occasion. The militia escaped unhurt. 

On the 24th July,*a 1st and Sd lieutenant, a 
sailing-master, and five men, belonging to the JRa- 
milies, were surprised and taken on Gardner^s 
Island, by a party of the erew of the United 
States, despatched for the purpose, by Com. De- 
•atur. The prisoners were paroUed, and, be- 
ing at liberty, were joined by others of their 
erew, when they found themselves sufficiently 
strong to seize and carry off the American boat% 
There was an attempt also made to intercept 
the American party, but they escaped in awhale* 
boat to Sag-Harbour, from whence they retusu^ 
ed in siifety to Nt»w-London« 
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Shortly after this transaetion^ Mr. Joshun 
Pennj, of Easlhamptoii, Long-Islandf "t^as ta- 
ken out of his bed duripg the night, by a party 
from the enemy's ship^ and, being brought on 
board the Ramilies, was put in irons. Major 
Case, commanding the troops of the U. States 
at Sag-Harbour, demanded his release as a noit- 
eombatant ; but the British officer, Capt. Hardy, 
declined^ on the ground that he was a eombat^ 
ant — that he conducted a party of seaman from 
New- London to Gardner's Island, there to sur- 
prise and take scTCral Britisii officers — that bis 
name bad been entered on the books oi one of 
the frigates, and that he had been << employed in 
a boat contrived fot the purpose, under the com- 
mand <if Thomas Welling, prepared with a ior* 
pedOf to destroy this (Capt. Hardy's) ship.*^ This 
last crime was undoubtedly that which led to 
the capture and severe treatment of Mr. Fenny. 
He was treated with great severity while on 
board the Ramilies, from, which vessel be was 
sent to Halifax, where he was treated like other 
prisoners. He was sent to Salem in a cartel 
ship, in May, 18i4i, and probably owed not only 
his liberation, but his life, to tne circumstance 
that the President of the United States ordered 
two British subjects to be held as host^es for 
the safety of Mr. Penny. 

The New-London blockading squadron came* 
an the Sth September, by the Sound, to a place 
about W miles from the eity of New-York, cap* 
tured 20 coasters, took a quantity of sheep from 
the main, and had probably other robberies or 
injuries in view. Com. Lewis, on receiving in- 
formation of the enemy's movemeii^, proceeded 
up the Sound, with 25 gun-boats. By 9 o'clock 
on the 9th^ he was at Sands's Points within 10 
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The Britkli Admiral Warren issued a proela- 
mation on the i6th November, declaring Iion^* 
Island Soond in a state of rigorous blockude. 
This was an extension or explanation of a for- 
mer proclamation of the ^th September, by 
which the ports and harbours €i New-Tork, 
Charleston, Port Boyal, Savannah, and the river 
Missisippi were declared in a state of strict and 
rigorous blockade. 

A proclamation was issued by the governor of 
Termont on the 10th of November, 1813^ the 
object of which was to call home fi[*om the ser« 
vice of the United States a portion of the militia 
which'had been then serving in the state ef Mew- 
Tork. Brigadier General Davis repaired to the 
army, and demanded a eomplianee with the or- 
ders of Jiis excellency ; but obedience was re- 
fused, and the general was arrested. 

A reply to the proclamation was dmwn up at 
Plattsburgh the 15th November, and directed id 
his excellency, signed by all Ihe officers of the 
Vermont militia then there. The reply con- 
tained, among other matter, the following de- 
cided and unequivocal expressions : 

*< We consider your proclamation as a gross Insult 
to the officers and soldiers in service, ina&much as it 
knplief* that they are so ignorant of their rights as to 
believe you have authority to command them in their 
present situation, or so abandoned as to follow jonr 
insidious advice. We cannot regard your proclama- 
tion in any other light, than as an unwarrantable 
stretch of executive authority, issued from the worst 
of motives, to effect the b^isest purposes. It is. in 
our opinion, a renewed instance of that spirit of dis- 
drganization and anarchy which is carried on by a fac- 
tion, to overwhelm our country with ruin and dis- 
grace. We cannot perceive what oiher object your 



excellency could have in view than to embarrass the 
operations of the army,|to excite mutiny and sedition 
among the soldiers^ and to induce them to desert, that 
they might forfeit the wages to which they are enti* 
tied for their patriotic services.** 

A most positive 'proof of that actual treason, 
wMeh lurked under the shade of an iU-timed oji- 
position to the .ineasares of the general govern- 
ment, was, soon afterward, discovered* near 
New-London^as will be best erplained by the 
following eommonication from Com. Decatur to 
the-ffecretary of the Navy, dated at New^Lon- 
dofi, December t^oth, 1813 : 

"Some few nights since, the^weathcr promised an 
opportunity for this squadron to get to sea, and it 
"was said on shore that we intended to make the at- 
tempt. In the course of the evening two blue lights 
were burnt on both the points at the narbour's mouth 
as signals to the enemy, and th^ce is not a doub'^, but 
that they have by siguals and otherwise, instantaneous 
information of pur movements. Great but unsuc- 
cessful exertions have been made to detect those who 
communicate with the enemy by signal. The editor 
of the New-London Gazette, to alarm them, and in 
hope to prevent the repetition of these signals, sta«^ 
ted in that newspaper, that they had been observed, 
and ventured, to denounce those who had made them 
in animated and iadignant term^. The consequence 
is, that he has iticurred the express censure of some 
of his neighbours. ^Notwithstanding these signals 
have been repeated and have been seen by 20 persons 
at least in this squadron, there are men. In New^Lon- 
don who have the hardihood (o affect to disbelieve 
it) and the effrontery to avow their disbelief." 

The IT. S. frigate Congress, Capt. Smith, ar« 
rived at Portsmouth in December, after a cruise 
of nearly eight months. During her cruise, she 
|(ot sight of ao enemy's }iae of battle ship, with a 



fvigsiie in company. 8be eaptured and desfroy^^ 
€d one ship and one brig ; and sent anotfaer cap* 
tured brig as a cartel to the West-Indies. It^UI 
be recollected that the Congress sailed from 
Kewport in April, in company ^ith the Presi- 
dent a^d parted company the 8th May. 

The hostile attidude of the Indians, and the 
battle with them at Tippacanoe, previoas to the 
ivar, excited alarm, and caused an enquiry into 
its cause. A committee of congress, on that 
])art of the President's message, whieli related to 
If dian affairs, turned their particular attenikni 
(o the following enquiries : 

<Mst. Whether any, and what agency the 
subjects of the Itritish government may have 
had in exciting the Indians on the western fron* 
tier, to hostilities against the United States. 

<* 2d. I'he evidenee of such hostility, on the 
part of the Indian tribes, prior to the late cam* 
paign on the Wabash* 

*» 3d. The orders by which the campaign was 
authorised and carried on/' 

The committee reported, that <* the evidence 
before them was as conclusive astbe nature of 
the case can well be supposed to admit of, thut 
the supply of Indian goods furnished at Fort 
Maiden, and distributed during the last year by 
the firifisli agetits in Upper Canada, to the In* 
dian tribes, were more abundant than usual ; and 
it is difficult to account for this extraoitlinarj 
liberality, on any ottier ground than that of an 
intention to attach the Indians to the British 
eause, in the event of a war with the United 
States.'^ 

«< Additional presents/' continued the commit* 
tee, •< consisting of arms and ammunition, given 
at a time when there is evidence tbatithe BrUiah 
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H^pe apprized ctf tbe hostile disposition oftba 
Indians^ aceorapaDied vfiih the speeches address* 
ed to thenif exeiting dtsafieetion, are of toodeci« 
ftiTea character to leave douht or the subject,^ 

The part whieh the Indians took in th^ wai* 
between Great Britain and the Uoited States^ 
was an additional and strong evidence in support 
of the ageQ<^9 whieh the British government 
had in the early hostility of the savages. 

Seareely v^as the Indian war with the north 
western tribes brought to a conolu^ion^ than the 
toinahawls. was raised on the south-western bor^ 
dep. 

The southern tribes were divided into parties ; 
one hostile, the other friendly^ to the United 
States. The former was the stroager party; 
the latter needed proteetjon, and were so bent on 
hostility, that it was found impossible to enforce 
on- them a r^ntral policy. A departure from the 
nsnal forbearance of the United States' govern^ 
ment, to accept, their services, was unavoidable ; 
and the proffered services of friendly IndisinB 
were accepted. 

It having been discovered that in eonsequenee 
o^f an order from a British general in Canadat a 
large gnantity of munitions of war were distri* 
hnted by the Spanish governor of Pensaeolaf 
among the hostile tribe of Indians, Colonel Col- 
tter, with about ±80 men, marehed, with a vieir 
to^ intercept the Indians, on their return. Oor 
the 27th July, 1813, on tl»e east side of Alaba^ 
B3a,and waters of Escambia, be fell in wiChf 
and gave battle to the Muscogees* The fight 
was* for a short time, well maintained on both 
sides. At the moment when victory was about 
to declare in favour of Col. Collier's , party^ a 
junior officer, without authority,, cried out " p©^ 
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treat !'^ It passed through the inrhole line^ »id, 
Botwhhstanding the exertions of Col. Collier, it 
ifvas impossible to rally the militia : the eneniy 
was left master of the Held. Col. Collier loi^ 
2 men killed, and 10 wounded. The Indians 
acknowledged a loss of six killed, and several 
wounded. A con8idei*able part of the presents 
brought by the Indians from Pensaeola, fell into 
Col. Collier's hands. 

Fort Mimms, on Tensaw, was unexpectedly 
atfflcked on the 30th August, by a largei foree of 
Indians. I'be front gate lay open, and the 
Indians were rushing throngb, when first per* 
eeived by the garrison. The men, under com- 
mand oi* Major Beasley, w^re quickly formed^ 
and a part of them contested a passage through 
the gate with great bravery ; the action soob 
became general ; the port-holes were taken and 
)%-taken several times. A block-house was de- 
fended by Capt. Jack and a few riflemen^ for an 
hour after a part of it had been possessed by 
the enemy. A galling fire was kept up from 
the hou;ses^ un^U the enemy gave fire to the 
roofs. The place was no longer tenable. A 
retreat was attempted, under direction of Capt. 
Bailey, of the militia, and Ensign Chamhless^ 
of the rifie company, but ffsw of the party were 
able to afiect it. Major Beasley fell while de- 
fending the gate, at the commencement of the 
action, which continued for about six hours. — 
!QiIinety-two men, including officers, were killed ; 
and many respectable citixens, with numerous 
&milies, who had abandoned their iarms for se- 
curity, were also killed or burned in the hou^s^ 
into^ which they had fled. The loss ^Jf the ene- 
my could not be ascertained^ but must have been 
very considerable. 



Gapt; Kennedy 9 who was sent, after the re** 
^eatof the Indians* to bury the dead^madea 
report to Cen. Claiborne, of which the following 
is an extract: * 

" We collected and eonaigned tothe earth TWO 
HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVEN, includmg 
XtiQviy .^mQinen and children, 

^^Tbe adjacent woods- were strictly searched for 
our countiymeni and in that pursuit we discovered^. 
at Iq^lSI one hundred utaughtered Indians, They 
were covered with rails, brush, &c. We could not 
be mistaken as to their being Indians, as they were 
interred with their war-dress and implements— ancl 
although, they have massacred a number of our help« 
less women and children, it is, beyond doubt, ta- 
vern, a dear-bought victory." 

The massacre at Fort Mimms, was followed 
by several other cruel mui*ders in difibrent; 
places*. 

The general government, having been infbrm- 
ed of these transactions^ made a requisition oU 
the states of Tennessee. and Georgia, Ibr.detaeh-* 
meats > of jnilitia, to be sent against the hostile 
Indians of the Creek nation. 

The legislature of^ the state of Tennessee a- 
dbpted a resolution, on. the 27th September, in- 
the following words : 

« J??*o/t)ftf«f,* That the governoi*of this state be, and- 
he is hereby required, forthwith to give immediate 
information to the executive of the United States,, 
of the time when^and the place' at which, the 3,500* 
men will be prepared to^beythe orders of the gene- 
ral government, accompanied with a request that the 
said troops be immediately^ received into the public^ 



service/* 



The legislature of Georgia g^ve a*uthority i^ 
tfie ^yemor, to call out such portion of the mi* 
litia^ a& he. might d^m neoessary> for the secn- 

b2 
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rity and protection of the frontier Hifaalntants $ 
and requiring that be call on the general gov- 
ernment f(ir subsistence for the troops that might 
be thus called out. This wasy in effect^ putting 
them at the disposal of the general government. 

The militia of the states of Georgia and Ten- 
nessee^ with the nearest regular troops, and 
other corps from the Missisippi territory, vera 
marched against the hostile savages. Greheral 
Andrew Jiaekson commanded the entire. 

The first vietory (for every battle, after this 
period, was a victory,) is thus detailed by Gen. 
Jackson : - 

" We haye retaliated for the destruction of Fort 
Mimms. On the 2d, I detkched Gen. Coffee with a 
part of his brigade of cavalry and ixiounted rifiemen, 
to destroy Tallushatches, where a cbnsideraWeiiirce 
of the hostile CreeKs were concentrated. The gea-* 
eral executed this in styled A hundred apd eighty- 
six of the enemy were £ouod dead on the field, and 
about 80 taken prisoners, 40 of whom have been 
brought here. In the number left, there h a- suffi* 
cieney but slightly wounded,, to take care of those 
who are badly. 

^ I have to regret, that five of my brave fellows 
have been killed, and about 30 wounded ^ some bad*' 
ly, but none 1 hope mortally. 

<< Both ojRIcers and men behaved with the utmost 
bravery and deliberation. 

*< Captains Smith, Bradley, and Winston, are 
'Wounded^.alL slightly. No officer is killed.'^ 

It appears, by Geik Coffee's statement, dated 
Camp at Ten-islands of Coosat November. 4tfa, 
that Hhe t^idians fought with a bravery that 
vrould do them hotiour^ bad they been engaged kt 
a JQst cause, with an obstinaoy^ that would 
yield to nothing- but death, and with a oolitempt' 
^f dan^r, trul;]^ ob^rafsti^iduitic of the savage*-^ 
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The' detachment, under cammand of Gen. Coffise, 
eonsisled of 600» cavalry and mqnnted riflemen. 
Being arrived mthin one and a half iniles of tb« 
Tallushatehes tow% the detachment was divided 
Jnto two columns, the right composed of the, 
eavalry, under CoL AUcorn ; the left eomposed 
of mounted riflemen, umler CoK €annon* GcUa 
CoflTee* marched with the riflemen ; Col. Alleorn 
encircled one half of the town, while CoL Can- 
non completed the circle, by closing on the side 
opposite to Col. Alleorn. When within half a 
mile of the town, the drums of tlie enemy beat, 
and the savage yells announced that the enemy 
was prepared for battle. In about an hour al- 
ter sun-rise, Capt. Hammond, and Lieut. Patter- 
son's coni|ianies went within the circle, and suc- 
ceeded in drawing forth the enemy, and com- 
menced the battle, when they withdrew before 
a violent charge from the Indiana, until tbc^y 
reached Col. Ailcorn's column^ when a gencw 
ral Are was opened on the savages, who retreat- 
ed, firing until they got around and into their 
buildings. Here they fought as long as one 
existed. No quarter was sought, andjiiq^e, 
fbom all appearance, would be accepted. N^i^Tho^ 
assault by the troops was warm and courageous^ 
rnshiDg up to tjhe doors of tbe« bouses, as little 
intimidated as if there was no .enemy to oppose' 
them« In a eonfliet of this nature, it was im- 
possible te provide agaiii^t the destruction of a 
few of the sqiiaws ajnd children. The number^' 
of the enemyr killed mu^t have exceeded 200 ;• 
1S5 of whom were found; &4 women and chil- 
dren were taken prisoners. The loss of the mi- 
litia consisted of 5 privates^ killed : 4 captains^^ 
2 lieutenants,. 2 cornets, 3 sergeants, 5 corgo^ 
lalB^ 1 artificer^ and 2^ privates^ wounded.. 
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On the eyeniog of the 7tb NoYexnben ao ex- 
press .arrived to Gen. JacksoDr with information, 
that the hostile Creeks had eneainped in great 
force near Lasbley's fort, (Talladaga*]) with the 
apparent intention of attaoking the friendlj lor 
dians. The general immediatelj marched with 
about 2000 men, against the enemy, and en-i 
camped that night within six miles of the fort* 
At 4r o'clock, on the morning of the 8th, be con- 
tinued his march toward the enemy, who was 
encamped witiiin a quarter of a mile of the fort, 
to relieve which. Gen. Jackson bad so expedi- 
tiously moved. At sun-rise, the General was 
within half a mile of the fort, when he moveJ 
forward in order of battle. The plan of attack 
was similar to that whi«h proved so successful 
on the 3d inst. I'he enemy was to be enclosed 
in a oirele. The. adTanoed guard sent forward 
to bring on the engagemenly. sueeeeded in draw- 
ing forward the savages toward the main body 
of the army* On the arrival of the Indians, 
within a short distance of the main body of th^ 
army, a few companies of the militia commenc- 
ed a retreat; but finding their place quickly 
supplied' by a body of cavalry, wlio dismounted 
for the purpose, the militia rallied, when a gen-i 
oral fire from th^ front liiie, and from that part 
of the wings which was eontiguous, was poured 
on the savages, who^ nnable to withstand or rec- 
ast, reti^eated; but were met at every turn, 
and repulsed in every direction. Had it not 
been fbr the retreat of the militiay in the- early- 
part of the action, this victory would probabiy 
have been as complete as that of the 2d. The 
wctory, however, w«s very decisive ; 290 of the 
•nemy were left dead on the field ; many more 
wer« er^^babljT killed^ who were not fooiidf , anfti 
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many, or most of those yiho escaped^ must have 
beehivounded. Jackson Mras eompelled to re- 
tunil to his eanap near the Ten-islands^ having 
inarched from thenee without baggage^ op oth- 
er necessaries that could be dispensed vnth, or 
might retard his march. He lost, in the en- 
gagementy 17 killed, and 86 wounded. The en- 
emy exceeded 1000 warriors* A stand of co- 
lours, bearing the Spanish cross, was taken from 
them. 

On the 12th November, Oen. White was de-r 
taehed from Fort Armstrong, on the Coosa^ 
with about 1100 mounted men, rindudipg up- 
wards of 300 Cherokee Indians,) for the purpose 
of attacking the Hillabee towns, on the west 
side of Tallapoosa river. On the 17th, about i 
o'clock at night* the detachment marched with- 
in eight miles of the upper town, received infor- 
mation from one of their spies, a half lireed and 
son of a Mr. Grayson, who had considerable 
property, and resided in that place, that his fam- 
ily and pro'perty would be sacrificed by the In- 
dians on the next day, if Gen. White did not re^ 
lieve him. Gen. White, with alacrity, dismount- 
ed three hundred of his troops, with part of the 
Indians, and marched to surprise the town be- 
fore daylight. Having large creeks to wade^ 
and the van having to tarry some time for the 
rear, which had fallen behind some distance, 
the town was not reached until sun-rise on (he 
18th, when the town was completely surround- 
ed, and the savage enemy received /the first fire 
without the least notice of the approach. They 
fired several guns^, but were charged home 
upon them with loaded muskets, and charge of 
ba;^onets; and in 10 oi* 15 minutes they held up 
a flag, and the firing ceased* An Indian town 



;"^ w^^ 




tM MItTOBT ay THE WAtt» 

at Little Oakfuftke«, ewisisting of 30 houses, n 
town called Cknalga^ eonsistiyj^ of 9S houses^ 
mrere burned by llie troops in their mareh. The 
great numbery if not the vhole of the hostile 
Crecjcs) assembled at the Hinabee town, eon-- 
^isting of about M6, were either kiUed or eap« 
lured. Sixty warriors were kitled oo the^spot. 
6en. White's detaehment had not a man killed 
or wounded. 

Gen. Floyd, with 950 of the Georgia nailitiat 
and between 300 and 400- friendly IndiuiSy-pro* 
eeeded to a town called Auttossee^ on the south* 
ern bank of the Talapoosee, about 18 miles from 
the Hickory Ground, in oraer to attack isl large 
force of hostile Indians, reported to be assem* 
Med at that place. At half an hour after six 
e'doek, in the morning of the 29th November^ 
the expedition reached the front of the town^ 
and the men were formed fbr action. At this 
time, when the army was about to execute a 
pre-concerted mano&uvre^ for the purpose of 
surrounding the enemy, a - second town was dis« 
covered about 500 yards belaw thai which was 
first disi^avered. This compelled Gen* Floyd to 
ttdopt a Qi^w manceuvre, by dividing and dispos- 
ing his force, so that both towns iuigbt be at- 
tacked at once. This disposition being made^ 
and the troops having advanced, the battle com« 
menced, and soon became general. The Indians 
fought with their usual obstiDacy and despet^a* 
tion, but were soon compelled, l^ the superior 
force of artillery, and a charge of bayonets, t9 
retreat, and take refuge in the out-kouses and 
eopses in the rear of the town. At 9 o'clockf 
the enemy was completely driven from the plain^ 
and the houses wrapped in flames. The miiitm 
being 60 miles from any depot of pppvisionst aiHb 
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^ut little remaioing^ it was judged i^nprudent to 
eonttnue in the heart of a countryy surrounded 
by hosts of savages. This pl&ee was* tbereforey 
abandoned, and the troops commeileed their 
march to Cfaatahouchie. 

A uttossee was a favourite spot with the IndiaoSf 
and it' is conjectured, that the force assembled 
from several towns for its defence, must have 
been very considerable. It is difficult to give a 
precise account of the loss of the enemy ; bat 
from the number which were Ij[Jng scattered 
over the field, together with those destroyed ia 
the to\vns, and the many slain on the bank of 
the river, which respectable officers affirm they 
saw lying in heaps at the water*s edge,, where 
they had been precipitated by their surviving 
friends, their loss in killed, independent of their 
wounded, ibust have be^n at least 200^ (among 
whom were the Auttossee and 'Pallassee kings;) 
and from the circumstances of their making no 
effot^ts to molest the troops, probably greater. 
The number of buildings burnt, some of a supci^ 
irior onler, for the dwellings of savages, and A\U 
ed with valuable articles, is supposed to be 400. 

The number of the Americans killed and 
wounded, as furjiished by the hospital surge^Uf 
WHS-^Total killed. 11; total wounded, d4; a* 
mong whom was Gen. Floyd, badly. 

A detachment, under command of Gen. Clai* 
borne, marched from Fort Claiborne, east bank 
of the Alulmma, on the 13th of December, a- 
gainst the Indians residing on the Alabama^ 
above the mouth ofthe Cahaba* After a march 
of more than 100 miles, principally through 
woods, without a track to guide them, they 
came iif sight of a new towH,Jateiy. built by the 
ladians, on a ground called << Holy,'' Tliit 
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town was establifthed as a place of seenricy ioiP 
the inhabitants of several villages ; and three 
of the prophets rei^ided in it. The place was 
thftn occupied by a large bodj of the jenemy, un- 
der the command of Wetherford, a bold and 
sanguinary chiefs who was one of those who 
eommanded the Indians at the massacre of tbe 
garrison and inhabitants at FoK Mimms. About 
noon* on tbe 25il December, the right column 
of the army, composed of 12 month's volunteers, 
eommanded by Col. Joseph Carson, eanie in 
view of the town,'and was immediately and vig- 
orous attacked by the enemy, who,, being ap- 
prized of the apiH*oach of the tjroops, had cho- 
sen their field of action. Before the other 
troops or friendly Indians could come generally 
into action, the enemy were repulsed, and flying 
in all dii'ections* Thirty of the enemy were 
killed, and many wounded. The loss to tlic ar- 
my was one killed, and six wounded. A pursuit 
was attempted^ but found to be impraetieable^ 
owing to the nature of the ground. The town, 
eonsisting of 200 houses, was burned, together 
with a large quantity of provisions, and immense 
property of various kinds, which the enemy 
could not carry away. The next day was em- 

Jloyed in destroying a town consisting of sixty 
ouses, eight miles higher up the river. 
Notwithstanding these repeated defeats, the 
itavages seemed yet bent on' War, Before day» 
on the morning of the 27th January, a very 
large body of Indians attacked the troops at 
Camp^Deiiance^ 4S miles west of ChatabouehiCk 
The onset was desperate, and the surprise as 
oomplete as possible. In 20 minutes after fir- 
ing on the sentinels, thQ action became general, 
the enemy pressing close on the frontr right and 
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Ii^'fiankft af the army ; but the sHvages were 
rep&Ued at every point. The enemy rushed 
nearly to the cannon's mouth, and gainedl the 
rear of the picket guards^ comraanded-by Cap^. 
Broai}nax^ but the latter bravely eut. their way 
through the savages, aad joined the army. As 
soon as day dawned, and objects could be dis- 
.tinguished, a charge was ordered, and the en- 
emy iled before the bayonet* The signal was 
given for the charge of the eayalry, who pur- 
sued- and sabred 15 of the enemy ; who left B7 
dead on the field. From the effusion of blood* 
and the number of head-dresses* and war^ubs^ 
found in various directions, their loss mustliave 
been considerable. The loss of the army, on 
this occasion, was 17 killed^ and 132 wounded* 
Of the friendly Indians, ^ve were killed^ and 15 
wounded. 

Gen* Jackson bavii^ received information at 
his head-quarters. Fort Strotber, from Capt. 
M^AIpiir, whe commanded at Fort Armstrong, 
in the absence of CoL Snodgrass^ that 14 or 1^ 
towns of the enemy, situated on the waters of 
the Tallapoosee^ were about uniting their forces^ 
and attacking the fort, wlUch was then in a 
feeblie state of defence, the' general resolved on 
an excursion in^ the enemy^s country, further 
than had been hitbef to attempted. He accord* 
injgly commenced his march on the 15th January^ 
with 930 men, exclusive of Indians. On the 
.18th, the army efncamped at Talladega fort, 
where it was joined by abpttt ^0 frieni^y Creek 
Indians, and 65 Cbenifapfes* Here thegeperal 
received a letter fSrom ^Ipirfonel Snodgrass, who 
1^ returned to Fort Armstrong, informing him> 
that an attack was soonr to be made on that forty 
by 900 of the enemy* It was further uiki$sp^ 
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sioody that the enemy was eoUectiog io a bend 
of the Tallapoosee, near the mouth of a creek 
galled Emuckfau^ on an island below New-Yor- 
can* 

On the ^Othf at nighty the army encamped 
at a small Hillabee village^ about 12 miles from 
Emuekfau. On the 2i8t, the army marched ifi 
a direet line for the bend of the Tallapoosee,--- 
*In the afternoon^ the army halted, and the gen- 
eral determined to eneamp for the nighty that 
lie might have time to reconnoitre, and make 
dispositions for attack, if he were in the neigh- 
bourhood of a large force, which, from appear- 
ance, he judged to be the case. Having chosen 
an eligible seite, the army encamped In a hollow 
square. Spies and pickets were sent out^ the 
sentinels doubled, and the necessary arrange- 
ments were made to resist an attack, if it should 
. be attempted during the night ; or to make one, 
if the enemy could be found at day-light the 
following morning. While the army was in 
this state of readiness, the ienemy, about 6 o*eloek 
in the morning, commenced a vigorous attaek 
on the left flank, which was as vigorously met. 
The action ragc^ for half an hour on the left 
flank, and on the left of the rear of the army. 
^ The brave Gen. Coffee, with Col. Sittler, the 
adjutant-general, andCoL CarroU, the inspector- 
general, the moment the firing commenced, 
mounted their horses and repaired to the line, 
eneoara^g and animating the men to the per- 
formance of their duty. So soon as it became 
light enough to pursue, the left wing^ having 
'unstained the heat of the action, and being some* 
what weakened, was reinlbrced by Capt. For* 
rilPs company of infantry, and was ordered and 
led on to the charge by Graieral Coffee^ who was 
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woll jsupported by Gdi. Higgins, and the inspec- 
tor-generaly and by all the officers and private^ 
who composed that line. The enemy was com- 
pletely routed at every point, and the friendly 
Indians joining in the pursuit, they Were 'chased 
about two miles^ with considerable siaugbter. 

Gen. Coffee, who was detached with 400 men^ 
to reconnoitre tbe enemy's eneampment, return- 
ed^ with a^iew to bring up the artillery, which 
heileemed necessary to the attack. lo half an 
hour after his return, a considerable force of 
the eneniy commenceti a lire on a party of men 
who were then in search of Indians. Gen. Cof- 
feCj with only 5^ men, a part of 200 who were 
•to have acted with him, commenced an attack 
on the left flank of the enemy ^ 200 friendly In- 
dians were ordered at the same time to attack 
the enemy's right. At this moment it was dis- 
covered that the attack of the enemy was but a 
feint, having intended, by drawing off the gene-' 
ral's attention from his left, to attack it with 
sueceBs: in this the enemy was disappointed. 
The whole line met the approach of the enemy 
with astonishing intrepidity, and having charg- 
ed, forced the savages to retreat with precipita- 
tion. They wiere pursued to a considerable 
distance, and seterely galled by a very destri^c- . 
tivefire^ 

During this transaction, Gen. Coffee was con- 
tending against a very 'superior force. As soon 
as possible a reinforcement was sent to his aid, 
which soon decided the contest in that quarter i 
the enemy was charged, routed, and pursued for 
three miles. Nothing now remained but to de- 
stroy an empty eamp^ which did not seem of suf^ 
ficient importance to delay a returnt to Fort 
Strother, which was commenced on the follow* 
ing morning. 



On the 2Mh, as the men were crossing the 
Enotachopoc ereek^ an alarm gun announced 
the advance of the enemy. Gen. Jackson ex- 
pected an attacks and had dispositions made to 
tut'n it to the disadvantage of the enemy. The 
right and left columns of the army were direct* 
ed to turn on their pivots^ recross the creek 
above and below, and fbll on the enemy's flanks 
and rear. The manoeuvre, if e^ecuted^ would 
probably prove as destructive to the enemy aa 
any thing hitherto attempted ; but, at the mo^ 
ipent when a few, guns were fired, the right and 
left columns of the rear guard gave way; tba 

S 'eater part of the centre column followed the^ 
sastrous example, leaving not more than 2B 
men^ who maintained their ground as long as 
possible. There was then left to repulse tha 
enemy, but. the few who remained in the rear 
guard, the artillery company, and Capt. Russell's 
company of spies* Amidst a most galling fira 
from the enemy, this little band, not one- tenth 

of the number opposed to iu advanced t9 tho 
attack. The artillery and a few others gained 
the top of a hill, drawing up with them a six- 
pounder^ when they poured on the enemy several 
discharges of grape, then charged, repulsed, and 
pursued him for two miles, leaving 20 of their 
wan'iors dead on the field. The loss in these 
several engagements, was 20 killed and 75 
wounded. The loss of the enemy could not be 
exactly ascertained; 189 of their warriors were 
found dead ; this undoubtedly formed but a part 
of the killed; the wounded must have been pro- 
portionably numerous. 

All the eflcets intended by this exeursion^ 
seem to have been produced. If an attack was 
intended against fort Armstrong, that was pre- 
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vented ,; a diyersipn ^as made in favour of Gen. 
Flojd^ who was on the east side of the Talla- 
poosee ; the iiumber of the enemy was lessened, 
and their confidence in their leaders broken in 
on ; the enemy's country was explored, and a 
road cut through an important part of it ; and; 
on the whole, tendec! to, and hastened the termi- 
nation or Indian hostilities, as mucb^ if not rnore^ 
than any previoi^us expedition* 

Hitherto the enemy was engaged either in 
the open field, or in situations where he had 
little advantage from works of art, and not much 
froa^ nature. One situation remained to be as-, 
sailed^ where a skilful display of art rendered a 
position, naturally strong, so seemingly impreg^ 
nable^ that it required a great effdrt of courage- 
to approach it^ a consummate skill to direct the 
attack, and a persevering, undaunted resolution^ 
to prosecute it to success. 

. In the bend of the Taltapoosee, two miles be>- 
yond where Gen« Jackson engaged the Indians 
on the 22d January ,^ the savages had Oxed on a 
scite for erecting a fortification; Nature fur- 
nished few places more eligible for defence, ani 
it was improved by art, with a skilF not discov- 
ered before in an Indian fortification. The bend 
resembles, in its curvature, a horse^shoc. Across . 
the neck of land, which leads into it froiti thi) 
north, a' breastwork was erected, of the greatest 
compactness and strength, from ^ to 8 feet 
high, and prepared with double* rows of port- 
holes, very artfully arranged; an army could 
not approach it, without beings exposed to a 
double and cross fire from the enemy, who lay 
in perfect security behind it. Gen. Jackson re- 
solved on the attack of this impor^clnt and dou- 
kly strong position. The Indian force amountf 
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ed to aliottty or upwards of lodo warriors* Tito 
army approached this formidable position on 
the 27th March, near enough to prepare for 
the attack. General CoSee, with the mounted 
Bsen^ and nearly the whole of the Indian force* 
crossed the ri\er about two miles below the en- 
campment^ with a Tiew to prevent the eseiqie of 
'the Indians ; the infantry advanced slowly along 
the, point of land which led to the front of the 
breastwork ; a six and a three pound cannon were 
planted on an eminence, at a distance of 150 to 
200 yards from it. A fire fyom rifles was di- 
rected against the enemy, whenever he showed 
bimself beyond his defences* When this fire 
was kept up about two hours* a party i^rossed 
ever in canoes, and fired a few of the buildings, 
and then advancing boldly up to the breastwork, 
commenced a fire on the enemy behind it. This 
proving insufficient to dislodge him^ Geo. Jack- 
son resolved to take it by storm. The troqis 
received the order with acclamation, and ad- 
vanced with an ardent and zealous enthusiasm. 
'« Having maintained,*' says Gen. Jackson, in 
his letter to Gov. Blount, << for a few minutes 
a very obstinate contest, muzzle to muzzle, 
trough the portholes, in which many of the 
enemy's balls were welded to the bayonets of 
our muskets, our troops sueeeeded in gaining 
possession of the opposite side of the works. 
The event could no longer be doubtful. The 
enemy, although many of them fought to the last 
with that kind of bravery which desperation in- 
spires^ Vjrere at length routed and cut to pieces. 
The whole margin of the river which surround- 
ed the peninsnlftr- w^9 strewed with the slain.'' 
The fighting continued with some severity about 
five hours^ Five hundced and fifty-oevea of tlie^ 
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enemy wct?e left dead on the peninsulftf and a 
great number were killed in attempting to cross 
the river ; it vas supposed that not more than 
^0 escaped ; ^BOvfomen and children were talicn 
{prisoners. GenI Jackson's loss amounted to 43 
white men killed ; and 17.^ wounded ; SB friend- 
ly, Indians killed^ and 47 wounded* 

This baXtle broke down the spirits^ as it ma- 
terially reduced the remaining strength of tho 
savages. Wetherfard surrendered himself to 
Gen. Jackson. Six or seven towns followed the 
exaniple of this chief. M^Queer^, with 500 of 
his' followers retired to the £scambia river* 
near Pensacola* Peace was quickly restoredt 
The militia were disbanded^ and returned to 
their homes. 

/Wetherford; whose unconditional surrender 
has been just mentioned* had been the most ac- 
tive and sanguinary of all the Indian chiefs. He 
signalized himself in several actions : ever pre* 
sent where danger pressed, he was the constant 
advocate of murder and extermination. In a 
private interview with Gen* Jackson, he deliver- 
ed the following speech : 

<< I fought at fort Mimras— I fought the Geor« 

fian army— I did jou all the injury I could — had I 
een supported as 1 was promisedy I would have 
jilone you more. But my warriors are all killed— .1 
can fight you no longer. I look back With aorrow« 
tjhat I have brought destruction on my nation. { 
am now in your power^i^o with me as you please* 
i am a soldier.^* 

The barbarous complexion which the enemy 
]gave to the war, was not confined to the em^ 

Sloyment of Indians. We have already dc^afleU 
arbarities in which Indians did not participate. 
MviMj others mast mmlutt alilold; our fiaih»- 
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will not admit a full detail of this part of tbe^ 
subject* The treatment to prisoners of iiar nvas 
HOt merely unusual; it was, in the last degree^ 
cruelf unpreeedented, barbarous* The- authen- 
ticated proofs, congressional records, affidavits,. 
&e* are shockingly numerous. 

The exercise, bj Britain, of a presumed right 
t4) command, at all times, the services of native 
subjects, gave rise to one of the causes of war, 
to wit, the impresstnent of seamen out of neutral 
vessels on the high seas* This princtplc, it was 
intended, should govern the enemy in conducting 
the war. 

The crew of the U. S* brig Nautilus, whieh 
bad been captured in the early part of Ihe war^ 
arrived at Boston in a cartel, the 11th Septem- 
ber, 1812, except six men, who were pnt in 
irons ; and were, as Ueut. Crane understood, to 
be tried for their lives as British subjectSf found 
in arms against their king. Com. Rodgers, oa 
learning the circumstance^ stopped a cartel 
which had ^t under way for Ilaiifax, and took 
out twelve Englishmea as hostages for the six' 
Americans. 

On the 11th October, six of the crew of the 
private armed ship Sarah- Ann, which was cap- 
tured and sent to Nassau, were taken outo^ 
jajK and sent to Jamaica, to be thsere tried as 
British subjects, found in arms ' against their 
king* It appears, that, on this occasion, the 
jBiritlsH effleer fell into a mi^tafee, similar to 
those which had been so commoirly committed 
before the declaration of war ;, four of the mr- 
sons thus detained were natives of the iToiAd* 
States ; the others were Irishmen by birth, but 
had been naturalized citizens of the United* 
States*. On. the anrival of C$ipt. Moon, (lata: 



odiamander of the Sarah- Ann,) at Charkstoo^ 
12 JEn^hhineny ineluding a nudshipmanf were 
put in dose coofinement, as hostages for the six 
men taken from Capt. Moon'sVerew* 

By a letter from Geo. 8. Wise, pursner of the 
United States' sloop of ^ar Wasp, to the secre- 
tary of war^ it appears that after the eaptarcj 
of that Tesseli by the British ship Poictiers, 12 
of the erew of the Wasp were detained by Capt. 
Beresford, as British subjects. 

That the enemy intended to deny to others 
the exereise of rights in manner as claimed bf 
himself. Is eTideat,. fi*om the circotnstance of 
the British admiral Warren hating refused the 
liberation of l^homas Dunn, a native of the U. 
States, because the said Bunn, had been married 
in England, and had been eight years in his ma< 
jesty's servfce. The applteatjon for bis libera- 
tion was made by Mr. Mitehell, 17. S. agent for 
the exchange of prisoners at Halifax, at the 
particular request of the father of said Dunn^ 
t^en residing at ISoston. , 

Twenty-three of the prisoners, taken Vy tbe 
enemy at Qoeenstown, were seat to England, to 
be tried as British sttbje^s, fbr appearing ib 
arms against their kmg. Tbe United States' 

SoT^mment ordered is British soldiers into 
ose confinement, as hostages for the safety of 
those so taken at Queenstown. In retaliatiouf 
the British government ordered 46 United States*" 
officers and non-commissioned officers into elose 
and rigorous confinement. 

Th^ system of retaJiation, after this circum- 
stance, bore a very serious aspect, and threaten- 
ed to be as extensiTo as prisoners on either side 
were numerous. 

The secretary of state transmittsd to eenigresft 
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OD the leth Aprilf 1814^ a yery important report 
on the subject matter if hioh led to the practice 
of retaliation^ in which it is stated, that the Bri- 
tish gOTcmment, among other pretexts for not 
discharging citizens of the United States im- 
pressed into their serTice, alledged, that they 
mrere natives of Prassia, Sweeden, &e. thus evine- 
ing, that the recoyery of their otcn native sub- 
jects, vras not the sole motive of impressment* — 
The secretary further reported, 

<< That all the nations of Europe naturalize foreign* 
ers: 

<< That they all employ in their service the sub* 
jectsofeacb other, and frequently against their na« 
five countries5 even when not regularly naturalized ; 

<< That although examples may be found of the 
punishment of their native subjects taken in arms 
against them^ the examples are few, and have either 
been marked by peculiar, circumstances taken them 
out of the controverted principle, or have proceeded 
^rpm the passions or policy of the occasion. Even 
in prosecutions and convictions having the latter ori- 
gin the final act of punishment nas, vrith little excep- 
tion, been prevented by a sense of equity and drjuid- 
of retaliation. It is confidently believed that no in- 
stance can be fotmd in which the alledged purposes 
of the enemy against the 33 prisoners in question^ un- 
der all the circumstances which belong to their case, 
even though any of them may not have been regular- 
ly naturalized, are countenanced by the proceedings 
of any Europen nation." 

A publication, of which the following is a 
eopy, appeared from the navy department of the 
United States the 28th ^uly 1814, and was un- 
derstood to be a relinquishment of the system of 
retaliation, on the part of England and of the 
United States ; the 2S American soldiers, sent 
to England, and ail other Americans held by the 
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enemy im hostages, bating been restored to the 
state of ordinary prisoners. 

^ All olEcerS) seamen and marines of the U. S. 
19'avy, captui*ed by the troops or vessels, within the 
command of Sir George Pre vest, prior to ther 15th 
day of April last, have been duly exchanged, and de- 
clared competent to serve against the enemy. They 
will therefore immediately report themselves to the 
commanding naval officer of the station on which 
they are or may arrive," 

Th^ time, when the armies must be in winter 
quarters, and the officers less engaged than they 
vrould be at another season, was chosen for the 
trial of Gen. Hull. A general court martial ^s- 
senibled for that purpose at Albany, the 5th 
January, 1814, and proceeded in the trial, from 
time to time, until the 8th March. 
' Three charges were presented against him, 
to wit, treason against ihe United States ; coxe- 
ardiee; and neglect of duty and unofficer-like 
C0nduet — to all which, he pleaded not guilty* 
' ''The general, having protested against the 
competency of the court to try the first charge, 
the court declined making any formal decision on 
it ; but yet gave an opinion that nothing tippear* 
ed to them which could justify the charge. 

The court acquitted him of that part of the 
third specification which charges him with hay* 
ing << forbidden the American artillery io fire on 
the enemy* on their march towards the said Fort 
Detroit," and found him guilty of the first, se- 
cond part of the third, and the fourth specifica- 
tions. 

On the third charge, the court found the ae-» 
cnsed guilty of neglect of duty, in omitting sea- 
sonably to inspect, trains exercise, and order the 
troq^s under his eommand, or cause the same to bc^ 
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done. Th^y also fbund him guilty of part of the 
fourth and fifth specifications, and the whole of 
the sixth and seventh $ and acquitted hioi of the 
second and third, and part of ihe fourth aud fifth 
specifieations. 

The eourt sentenced << the said Brigadier-Gen- 
eral William Hull to be shot to death, two thirds 
of the court concurring in the sentence ; but, in 
consideration of his i^evolutiohary services, and 
his advanced age, recomiiiended him to the mer- 
cy of the President of the United States." 

The President of the United States appiroved 
the sentence, remitted the execution, and order- 
ed the name of Gen. Hull to be erased from Ae 
list of the army. 

The general, in an address to the people of the 
United States, appealed to their decision against 
the verdict and sentence of the courts declaring 
himself innocent, notwithstanding the verdict, 
and charging the government wifli persecution 
and injustice to himself. . 

A circumstance of great interest, and wfaioh 
might have a great effect on the war between 
Great-tBritain and the United States, occurred 
in March^ 1814. On the 3l9t of that month, the 
allied armies of Austria, Prussia, and Russiay 
headed by their respective sovereigns, triumph- 
antly entered the French capital, overthrew the 
Bonapartean dynasty, sent its chief into exile^ 
and replaced Louis XYIII. on the throne of his 
ancestors. 

Hitherto the power of England was divided 
between making war on France and the United 
'States of America ; it was to' be now entirely 
turned against the latter, at least so the British 
editors threatened. Indeed A merica would cer* 
taihly be punished, overthrown^ re-subjugated^ 



aifd enslaved^ if the editor's lead could be fovnH 
ed into bajls^ instead of types, and these pressed 
into eannon, instead of being pressed oh paper. 

The new dtus^ions of affairs in Europe, cr&- 
at^d mueh alarm, but no despondency in Ameri-' 
«a. . The citizens saw tlie approach of a terrihjle 
conflict, but they resolved to meet it. The le- 
gions, which gained the charat>tert)f ** invinci- % .* 
ble,*' in Spain, Portugal, and France, were to be \| 
Tomited on the shores of America; the thousand^ ^ 
shipsf of Britain were to blockade the coast j Bri»' 
tish tars, without number, were to cover the 
lakes ; and these myriads, by sea and by land, 
were to be directed, by those commanders who 
swept the European navies from the ocean, and 
«ut-rivaled the best generals of the first warrior 
in the world. Yet, notwithstanding these exter- 
minating threats and gloomy prospects, Ameri-' 
<^a was destined to preserve her independence and 
honour; and to gather more laurels in 1814^ 
than she did in any former year of this war. 

In accordance with the views^ of the war de- 
partment, and a design, the result of a corres- 
pondenee between the Secretary «f War and 
"Gen. Wilkinson, the latter entered CanadOf ou 

* General Wilkinson's words^ in his official state* 
ment, were, << Pursuant to the designs communicated 
•to you in my last, and to accomplish your views.^ 
Immediately after the publication of the general's 
letter, the following comment appeared in the Na» 
tional Intelligencer : <^ We are authorised to state, 
that Gen* Wilkinson's late movement was not pur» 
snant to the views of the war department. -These 
wewa Cor orders) advised kirn to s^e and h(^d a giv 
en position on Lake Champlaia, and ^udmonisAed lam 
agamst an incui^sion into Canada/' 
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the morniDg of the 30th Mareh, 18i4«, . The 
issue of this expedition was unfortunate, although 
in its progress, it did honour to the Anierieans 
engaged. The enemy claimed a victory^ only 
Iiecauee he was not vanquished ; and pretended 
to gather laurels, while circumstances eoneurred 
to render it Hearly impossible to attack or drive 
\# him from his cowardly strong-holds. 
^Ss^ Geileral Wilkinson, at the head of his divisioOf 
• TM$rched from Champlain, with the intention of 
reducing the enemy's fortress at the river La 
Cole. About 11 o'clock, he fell in with the ene- 
m^ at Odeli Town, three miles from La Cole, 
and six firom St. John's. An attack was com« 
meneed by the enemy on the advance of the army 
under Col. Clark and Major Forsyth. Col. 
\ Bissel came up with spirit* and the enemy was 
\ forced to retire with loss. General Willunsoa 
took part in this aetion, and bravely advanced 
into the most dangerous position, declining fre« 
queatly the advice of his officers, to retire from 
imminent danger. The enemy having used his 
tongi^e rockets, without producing any effect, 
retired to La Cole, whither he was pursued. At 
this place an action was expected ; but tbq en- 
emy, whose force, when inereased by a reinforee* 
ment from IsIe*au-Noix, amounted to at least 
2,500 men, mostly regulars, declined meeting the 
American force, although much inferior in num- 
bers and means of warfare. He took possession 
of ablock-hopse and a stone mill, the wall ot 
which was so thick, that it oould not be battered 
except by the heariest artillery. An 1 8 pounder, 
which was brought from Champlain, could not 
be drawn over the bad roads, and was left be- 
hind; a battery of lishter guns was raised within 
^QO yards of the mill, but no breach was practi- 



eaUe tq^ it. Several sorties ^ere made hj ifae 
enemy^ but tliey were resisted with bravery and 
sueeess. The eannopade was continued until it 
was fully aseertained that no breach could be 
made ; and that the enemy would not come to an 
engagement^ when the Americans withdrew to 
Odell.Towny and afterwards to Champlain. 

Captain M^Pherson^ of the light artillery, 
(niilitary seeretary to Gen. 'WiIkinson]t vras> at 
liis own particular request, placed in command 
of the guns which formed the bs^tery f he was 
aided by Lieutenants Larrabee and Sheldon. — 
Captain M'Pberson soon received a wound under 
tbe chiUy which he tied up with his handkerchief, 
and continued at his piece untU a second shot, 
which broke his thigh, brought him to the 
earth. Larribee bad kept his station until shot 
through the luiigs^ and Sheldon kept up the fire 
lintii ordered to retire. The conduct of every 
individual attaclied to the American command, 
was marked by that patriotism and prowess 
wliich has so often conquered the boasted disci* 
pline, long expepienee^ and military tactics of au 
enemy, who dared not to expose his << invinci- 
bles'' to the disgrace of being defeated by a less 
numerous force of Yankee woodsmen^, 

A small quantity of stores, intended for the 
use of the iEirmy and fleet at Sackett's Harbour, 
were deposited at Fort Oswego ; and a consider- 
able quantity at the Falls, 10 miles in the reap 
of the fort. The enemy prepared an expedition 
to seize both. Lieut^ Col;>Mitchell, of the ar- 
tillery, arrived, at Oswego on the SOth April, 
1814', for the protection of that place, which be 
found in a very bad state of defence. Of cannony 
there were but 5 guns, S of whi^h had lost theiir . 
tramrionsu What could he dme in the way of 
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tepur, was efbcCcd ; new piatformg were laitf^ 
the gon carriages put io ordery and deeayed piek* 
tts re-plaeed. At daj-Iighty an the momiag of 
5th May, a British iiaTiu foree of 4 ships, 3 
Mgs, and a namber of gaa and other boats^ 
were diseoTered at aliout 7 miles from the fort. 
Tlie foree, at the fort, consisted of 290efieetive8. 
These were two few for tho purpose of deienee. 
It bpcaoie necessary to disgaise this weakness^ 
and to keep the entire in one place : for this pur- 
pose the tents were pitched on one side of the 
river, and the men were ait ordered to tho other. 
At one o'clock, 15 large barges, crowded with 
men, moyed toward the side opposite that on 
which the tents .vere pitched, and where there 
appeared the least show of resistance. These 
were preceded by gun-boats, to coyer the Iand« 
ing. As soon as the boats got within the range 
of shot, a very successful fire yiVL% opened from 
the shore-battery, which impelled them to re- 
tire twice, when they stood off, and returned t^ 
their ships. Some boats, wbidi had been desert- 
^, were taken up by the militia ; one of the boats 
was 60 fbet long, and could accommodate 150 
men. 

At day-break, on the 6th, the fleet again v^ 
preached the fort. The Wolfe, and other yes* 
sels, kept tip a fire for three hours against the 
fort and batteries. Col. Mitchell, finding that 
the enemy bad landed about 2000 men, withdrew 
his small foree into tibe rear of the fort ; and, 
with two companies, (Romayne and Melvin's) 
met. their adyancing columns, while the other 
companies engaged the flanks of the enemy.— 
With the aid of Lieut. Pierce, of the nayy and 
some seamen, X\\e little American band main- 
tamed its ground for half an hour. CoLMitobell 
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then inarched his force, but not precipitately, td> 
the falls, destroying the bridges in his rear.-^ 
The enemy, although commanded by Gen. Dram- 
niond and Com* Yeo* did not think proper to pur* 
sue the colonel. They burned the old barracks, 
and evacuated the fort about three o'clock in the 
inorning of the Tib* 

The Ameriean loss amounted to 6 killed, SS 
wounded, and 25 missing — ^total 69. Deserters 
from the enemy stated his Ioss:to be 70 kUIed, 
i:65 wounded,, drowned and missing — ^total ^5*. 
Kight pieces of cannon, and some stores, worth 
about 100 dollars, fell into the enemy's hands. 

On no occasion, did the Americans deserve 
better of their country ; at no- time before, did 
the enemy buy victory with les» advantage to 
himself, or at a dearer price. The* companies, 
under command of Ci>l. Mitehellr ooRsisted of 
Boyle% Somayna'sy M^Intire^s, and Piercers, 
heavy artHlery,' and a few seamen f ib all, less 
than BOO men. Twice they repuhed, and for 
nearly two days - maintained a contest against 
seven times their number,, and finally suceeeded 
in preserving the stores at the falls^the loss of 
which would materJalfy impede the operations 
of the- army and navy. The enen^ earned olF' 
M of the unarmed inhabitants of tne viHage». 
who were stated in the British report,, as so mav 
ny prisoners^ 

On the^SOth Mky, Ciipt. Wbolsey, of thr navy, 
heingon his return! from Oswego, wiA 18 Bbats*. 
earrying^a number^of cannon^,, and » quantity of' 
^igg^ng f6r:the new vessels at Saokett's Harbor, 
put into Sandy Creek^^ about 16^ miles fronv the 
Harbour. Eearing* an^ attack- from the enetqy, 
Hsgor Apling. was plaoed« with 140 riflemen>.and. 
a.&w of. the Oneida Indians, in thr woqds^- on 
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each sidie of the oreek ^ a few raw militfa were 
sent forward to make a show of vesiBtance. The 
plan succeeded ; the militia, on the first fire from 
the enemy, retreated in apparent confusion, and 
were pursued until the entire passed ther]fieme0 
and Indians, who were in amhush* The enemj 
was attacked in rear, while a battery of 4 field 
pieces opened on hira. in front. The contest was- 
not of long durationh. After ten minutes fightiogy. 
the enemy surrendered. The enemy lost^ post- 
captains, 4 lieutenants, of the royal navy, prison- 
ers! 2 lieutenants of marines, wounded and pri- 
soners;, ± midshipman, and 13 sailors and ma- 
rines, killed ; 28 sailors and marines wounded^ 
and 133 sailors and marines, prisoners — ^total 183.. 
2 gan^boats and 5 barges were taken. Only one 
American was wounded. 

On the 15th May, the enemy landed seyerat 
hundred men at Fultneyville, .(which is on the 
margin of Lake Ontario,) and took possession or 
100 barrels damaged flour, which were in a store 
close by the lake. Gen. Swift, on hearing of the* 
advance of the enemy, reached PultneyviUe with 
about 130 volunteers and militia; but, deeming 
this force too small to oppose a numerous enemy,. 
within range of the guns of his fleet, he did not 
dispute the possession of the damaged flour; bol 
finding the enemy proeeediag to other depreda# 
tions« be commenced a fire on him from an adja- 
oent wo6d> which wounded several and compelled 
him to re-emb-ark, when a coTmonade commeneeA 
from the fleet on the town, without doing mate- 
rial injury.. A l%vf^ quantity of flour was depo^ 
sited about a mile ftoai the town, which the en- 
amy ehosc to forego the plunder of, rather than- 
k*ust himself in the woods with Gen, Swifk and 
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la this m^Btli, CoL Campbell, (19th infantry) 
with a detachment of 5 or 61)Q mcD, and some 
seamen acting as artillerists, crossed from Erie 
to Long-Point. About 50 British dragoons sta- 
tioned there as an ont-post and guard to public 
stores, made their escape. The miHs employed 
in manufacturing flour for the enemy, and some 
houses occupied as stores, were burned. When* 
the party returned, without losing a man. 

The following transaction with the encmy^a 
fleet on Lake Champlain, will be best explained 
by giving the following extract of a letter from 
Major-General Izard commanding the first, or 
division of the right, dated at his head-quarters^ 
May 17. 

^ On receiving notice of the enemy's proceeding 
up the lake on the 13th inst. a detachment of ligh^ 
artillery, under the command of Capt. Thornton, of 
that corps, was despatched in waggons from Burling^ 
ton to Vefgennes, where they manned the battery at 
the mouth of Otter Cre«k. At day*break, (on the 
14th) the enemy attacked with his whole force, and 
after a severe cannonade of two hours and a hal^ 
during which they suffered very considerably, they 
withdrew to repair damages. Yesterday they de- 
parted this placci having 8o.me of their vessels iik 
tow, and are gone, to their own poets. Two of their 
galleys are said to be missing. Np damage waa^^ 
done on our side, excepting dismounting one gun in 
the battery, by which two men were slightly wound^- 
ed." 

The Chesapeake Ba^ was likely, and proved^ 
to continue a theatre of the ^nemy^s depreda^ 
tions. A number ef boats, carrying heavy me* 
tal, we^B constnteted in March, 1814, on th^ 
eastern ^hore of ^Maryland, for the protection of 
the bay/ and the command of them given tathat 
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jotrepid officer^ Commodore Barney* Tbis ffo^ 
tilla proved a great annoyanee to the enemy,, 
was an object of bis constant attentiony and was 
finally destroyed, as M^ill be hereafter particular- 
ly detailed* 

The enemy had a skirmish on the 29th May^ 
"with the Accomack militia^ vrhich reflected the 
highest honour on the latter. Between 6 and 7 
o'clock in (he mornings the enemy entered the 
Pamgoteaque creek. They were at first most 
gallantly met by 2d Lieut. Underbill, of the ar« 
tillery, and 6 or 7 men, who stood the fire of 
their 18 pounders, grape, musketry and Congreve 
rockets, then Ivithin 60 yards, when Lieut* Un- 
derbill, finding all further resistance utterly 
useless, and not having a sufficient, force to re- 
move the artillery, caused it to be spiked, and 
i^etreated. The piece fell into the hands of the 
enemy,, who also destroyed some trifling build- 
ings, which had been oecupied as barracks. — 
Finding no resistance from the point whieb 
Lieut. Underbill bad oecupied, they commenced 
their landing, and in. a few minutes had from 4r5a. 
to 500 men, 200 of whom were negroes, all wdl 
urmed, formed, and. advancing from the shore^ 
the negroes in front. From the place of their 
landing, they marched about three quarters of -s 
mile into the country, where they, were met by a 
party of militia, not more than 25 in number. — 
This little band stood for two hours, the wholo* 
force of the enemy. At this time the militia be- 
gan to collect, which the enemy perceiving, re- 
treated to his ships,and thus escaped being either 
killed or taken prisoners. During their stay om. 
land, the enemy commiHed several petty rgbbe*-- 
vies and shameful eisccsseSf carrying awajhacMi^ 
Sanltrj'^ iolothes^ &cu. 
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Commodore Barney got mider way on Ae Ist 
June, with his flotiUa, m the Patuxent, with the 
iotentipn to engage, or ehase away the enemy. 
On approaehing them, he discovered two schoon- 
ers, one a full rigge^, showing nine ports on a 
side. When off St Jerome's, he discovered a 
Jarge ship under way, and that she had despatch- 
ed a number of boats to the^id of the schooners^ 
The wind having veered so as to prove unfavour- 
able to t^ flotiMa, the commodore made signal 
for tb^lPatuxent, and was followed Ry a 74, three 
schooners, and seven barges. After doubling 
round Cedar-Point, in the mouth of the river, he 
found that gun-boat No. 137, was so far astern, 
that she must be taken, or saved by an engage- 
ment. The commodore brought the Scorpiop 
and gun-boat No. 138, to anchor, sent men on 
board the boat 137, to row and tow her in, and 
signaled his other vessels to return and join him. 
The Seor|non, and boat 138, opened a fire on a 
large schooner^ and a number of barges, whieh 
had got ahead of the boat 137. The commo- 
dore's barges, at this time, had returned, and, 
rowing down on the enemy, gave them a number 
of shots, and then returned into port with all the 
flotilla. This bold exploit did great honour to 
Barney and his crews. 

The enemy landed at Cedar-Point, in the even- 
ing of. the 4th June, and carried off several ne- 
groes, and considerable stock from the planta* 
tion of Mr. Sewal. 

The enemy's squadron, being reinforced by a 
razee and sloop of war, the commckiore roeved 
his flotilla up to the mouth of St. Leonard's 
creek. At ^, P. M, the 8th June, he perceived 
a ship, a brig, 2 schooners and 15 barges, com- 
ing up the Patuxent^ whereon the commodwe 
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moved his flotilla about ti^o miles up the creels 
and there moored them m line abreast, across 
the channel, and prepared for action. At 8 
A. M. the enemy's barges came up the creek, the 
ship, &c. were anchored at the mouth of the 
creek j a rocket barge was> advanced on the flo- 
tilla. At this time, the commodore got bis bar- 
ges (IS in number) under way, leaying the Scor^ 
pion and gun-boats at anehor^ and rowed doum 
upon the enemy, when they preeipiti^eJy sailed 
and rowed 6ff, with all their means. jTKe eom- 
modore pursued them, until near their shipping, 
when his barges were brought back to their 
moorings. In the afternoon the enemy came up 
the ereek again, threw some rockets, and were 
again pursued, and driven out of the oredc^ by 
the flotilla. 

The situation of Commodore Bamey^and his 
flotilla, in St. Leonard's ereek, was really utk* 
pleasant and critical. Ho was, howcrver, reliev- 
ed, by a bold and successful attack on the en^njF 
on the morning of the 26th June. 

The following is a copy of Commodore Bar* 
ney's report, to the Secretary of the navy : 

«i Sir — This morning, at 4^ A. M. a coihbined at- 
tack of the artilleiy, marine corps and flotilla, was 
made upon the enemy's two frigates at the mouth of 
the creek. After two hour's engagement, they got 
under way and made sail down the river. They are 
now warping round Point Patience, and I ^ro moving 
up the Patuxent with my flotilla. My Joss is acting 
midshipman Asquith, killed, and ten others, killed 
and wounded. With respect, Sec. 

JOSHUA BARNEY." 

In Jane» the enemy landed about 400 men« and 
burned the tobacco warehouses at Lower Marl- 
borough, and Magruder'a ferry^ and also Cole's 



HisTOB:r on the waii* 227 

\rarehbuse. It is imposraibfey in our present 
limits^ to detail eyery petty and wanton aot of an 
unprincipled and mean enemy ; where he could 
remoYC the plundered property, he removed it; 
what he could not remove^ he destroyed. In 
Calvert, near Lower Marlborough, they forced 
away with them some negroes; also tooksomo 
cattle and poultry. 

' A person who repaired to the scene of depre* 
dation, after the enemy had retired, wrote to his 
friend in Baltimore, *< It would have distressed 
you to see the tobacco at Magruder^s, burning, 
as I did, this evening. Eleven hundred hogs- 
headSf nearly all consumed^ and about /our hun- 
dred at Lower Marlborough, where* they took » 
ischooner (Capt. David's) and loaded her.'' 

The enemy performed one exploit, which, if 
not tarnished by the barbarous use he made of 
conquest, would have left him one instance of 
victory not petty. 

The enemy appeared in great force in the 
Chesapeake, about the middle of August^ 1814. 
More than 50 of his vessels entered the Patux- 
ent, iind landed about 5000 troops and marines^ 
chiefly about Benedict, M miles southeast of the 
city of Washington. The force, at the disposi- 
tion of Gen. Winder, who had been appointed to 
the commi^nd of this district, was unfortunately 
inadequate to defend the city, and it fell into the 
power of the enemy. The -entire force ef every 
description which could be collected to oppose 
the enemy, did not exceed 5000 men ; these, 
however, would have been isufficient for the pur- 
pose, had they all acted with equal firifiness. 
Of these several huadreds arrived after tte bat- 
tle commenced, and many after the retreat had 
been ordered. The force actually 'Cfigagedi was 
less than 2000. 
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On tbe ^Othy CoL Mq[iHr#e» who proceeded tlte 
previous day^ with CiA^ Thornton's troop of 
hor^y to reeoDDoitre the eneniy* reported that 
the enemy had landed in fore.e. Capts« Caldwell 
and Tilghman^ with their commands of cavalry, 
were sent in the afternoon of this day to annoy 
the enemy in his advance, and remove such sqp- 
plies of provisions as lay in bis route. On the 
22d9 the British flankers approached the wood- 
yard, 12 miles from the city, where Gen. Winder, 
with his main body, was posted. — The tine of 
battle was formed by the American troops, but 
the enemy filed off to the left. At 9 o'clock. 
Commodore Barney caused his flotilla to be de- 
stroyed, and he proceeded with his men to take 
post in front of the enemy. 

On the evening of the 23d, Gen. Winder's 
head-quarters were at Battalion Fields, within 
8 miles of the city, and a short distance from 
Bladensburg. At 1 o'clock, on the 24th, the 
army was posted on the right of Bladensburg, 
about half a mile distant from the village. The 
artillery, from Baltimore, supported by Major 
Pinckney's rifle battalion, and a part of Captain 
Doughty's, from the navy yard, were in advance, 
to command the pass of the bridge at Bladens- 
burg. Soon after 1 o'clock, the enemy appear* 
ed, advancing toward the bridge over the east- 
ern branch. When they reached the bridge, 
which they did in solid column, the artillery 
opened a warm fire on tbeni, and the rid^^iony 
and a regiment of militia, were soon enga|^< 
Before 2 o'clock, the enemy advanced so close 
on th^ Baltimore volunteers, as to force them 
to retreat, bringing with them their artillery 
and arms, except one piece, which was lost by 
Ifae svaliaess of the horses. The retreat was 
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not the effect of eowardi^, for no luoa couM 
behave vith more honour to themselves. While 
they fought^ thej^ made a galHng impression on 
the ^nemy^ and when forced to yield before 
numbers vastly stij^rior^ they would^ no doubt, 
have yet sought a place from which to triumph 
in a contest so handsomely began, but they ;were 
not properly supported. The right and centre 
of Standbury's brigade? consisting of Lieutenant 
Colonel Bagan and Shuler's regiments, gene- 
rally gave way, and fled fn disorder, nor could 
they be rallied, with the exception of about 40 
men, and a part of Captain Shower's company> 
both of whom, even thus deserted, made a g^- 
lant but ineffectual stand. Col. Ragan, in his 
great efibrts to rally his men, was wounded 
and taken prisoner. The 5th Baltimore regi- 
meift, under Lieut. Col. Sterrett, being the left 
of Gren. Stansbury's brigade,, still stood their 
ground, and, except for a moment, when part of 
them recoiled a few steps? remained firm until 
ordered to retreat. 

The reserve, under General Smith? of the 
District of Columbia, with "the militia, of the 
city and Georgetown, wiib the regulars, and some 
detachments of Maryland militia? flanked on 
their right by Com. Barney and his men, and 
Col. Beal, maintained the contest with great ef- 
fect, until overpowered by numbers. Barney 
and his gallant men had just gained the ground 
from a station near the navy yard, and opened 
. from ^hree IS pounders, a fire? whi^di for the 
time it lasted? and considering the means? wasi 
perhaps the most destructive and active tha^ 
has ev«r been experienced. The brave Barn^ 
fell severely wounded, into the hands of ^the 
«nemy« His men fought? under his order8> ua* 

V   
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tO the enemy reached nearly ^o the ma^zles <^f 
the guns ; nor did they retire until ordered to do 
so, after every hope of .victory vanished. The 
enemy treated the Commodore \viih that courte- 
sy and attention, which his splendid merit could 
not fail to inspire. 

Tbe battle being now over, after continuing 
mere than an hour. Gen. Ross who commanded 
the land force, and Admiral Coekburn, who com- 
manded the seamen ^and marines, entered the 
city with a part of ttieir forces. And now be- 
gan a scene, which, in the opinion even of a sa- 
vage, would disgrace the characters while living, 
and, afier deatb, consign to eternal infamy, the 
names of these two commanders. Never will 
barbarism and the fate of Washington be coupled 
in history, without being accompanied by the 
names of Boss and Coekburn. The destruction 
6f private property would be in character with 
the conduct which disgraced the British arms in 
the Chesapeake and elsewhere. Tbe triumph- 
ant entry of the marauders ijito the capital of 
an infant republic, gave tiiem an opportunity 
of proving the respect in which they held the 
arts, sciences, and literature. << They,'' to use 
the words of President Madison's proclama- 
tion, << wantonly destroyed the public '^edifices^ 
having no relation in their structure to ope- 
rations of war, nor iised at any time for mili- 
tary annoyance; some of these edifices being 
also costly monumients of taste and of the arts, ' 
vai\ others, depositories of the public archieves, 
not only precious to the nation, as the memori- 
als of its origin, and' its early transactions, but 
interesting to all nations, as contributions to the 
general stock of historical inttruction and poli- 
tical science." With the public buiklings^ the 
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national library was destroyed. Cockbmrn at- 
tcnded^ in person) to the destruction of ihe print*- 
ing materials, in the oiBee of the National Intel- 
ligencer. A few private buildings were burned. 
The navy-yard^ with all its shipping and atores^^^ 
inoluding a new frigate and sloop of war^ were 
destroyed, previous to its occupation by the ene- 
my. The British array retired in the night of 
the £5th, in prudent hurry, and with studied si-- 
lence, leaving several of their wounded behind^ 
and* some of their dead unburied. The Ameri- 
can loss was stated by General Winder, to be be- 
tween 30 and M killed, froin 50 to 60 wounded,^ 
and about 120 taken prisoners. <« From the best 
iotelligeiiee," says the general, << there remains 
but little doubt, that the enemy lost, at least, 
400 killed and wounded, and of these, a very un- 
usual portion killed.'' 

Fort Warburton having been deserted by the 
U. 9. troops, coramanded by Captain Oyxonr 
and consequently destroyec^ by the enemy, the 
latter advanced towards Alexandria, the eivil 
authority of which, submitted to the most dis- 
graceful terms of capitulation, by which the city 
was given up to plunder. .The enemy earned off 
14 vessels, laden with flour, tobaeeo, cotton, 
groceries, and a variety of good^, taken from 
tlie private stores. 

A series of the most daring' exertions were 
made by Commodores Rodgers, Porter and Per- 
ry, with their seamen, and some of the Virginia 
militia, to prevent the ese^ie of the enemy with 
bis booty, but he got off, with some loss, taking 
the plunder with him. Terms, similar to those 
accepted by Alexandria, were offered to George- 
town, which the latter indignantly rejected, and 
escaped being plundered. 
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Tba enemy attempted to justify his predatory- 
i?arfare in the Chesapeake, and elsev^here, by 
professing, that he acted in retaliation of exces- 
ses, said by him, to have been committed by 
the armies of the United States, in Canada.-^ 
Nothing, however, could be farther from truth* 
The conduct of tltc republican armies could, by 
no fair construction, justify the barbarities of 
the enemy, and it was well known, that the rob- 
beries and destruction of private property and 
buildings, particularly in the vicinity of the 
Chesapeake, and its tributary streams, had, in 
many instances, preceded those said to have been 
eommitted by the Americans. 

The enemy, probably cmb6ldened by his suc- 
cess at Washington, projected a descent on, and 
of course, the plundering and burning the city 
of Baltimore. The movements of the enemy 
having led to a suspicion of his design. General 
Samuel Smith, the revolutionary hero and de- 
fender of Mud-fort, made some early disposi- 
tions to repel an invasion, if such should be at- 
tempted. 

Gen. Striker was detached, on t&e evening of 
the 11th September, wilh a portion of his bri- 
gade, on the North-point-road. Major Randd^ 
of the Baltimore county militia, having under 
his command, a light corps of riflemen, and mus- 
ketry, taken from General Stansbnry's brigade, 
and the Pennsylvania volunteers, was detached 
to the mouth of Bear-creek, with orders to co- 
operate with Gen. Striker, and io cheek any 
landing which the enemy might attempt in that 
quarter. 

On Monday, the 12th, the enemy landed be- 
tween 8000 and 9000 men, at North-point, 14 
miles from Baltimore, the land force under ecmi- 



niaftd of Gen. Ross, the ^amen under Admiral 
Coekburn. G^n. Striker had^ that morning^^ 
taken a good position at the junction of the 
roads, leading from Baltimore to the Norths 
point, having his right flanked bj the Bear-creek, 
and his left by a marsh. Here he waited the 
approach of the enemy, having sent on an ad- 
vance corps, under the commanid of Maj. Heath,, 
of the 5th regiment. *< This iadvance,'* says ' 
Gen. Sinitb, in his report, <* met the enemy, and 
after some skirmishlngyjt returned to the^ line, 
the main body of the enemy being at a short 
distanc<r in the rear of their advance. Bettreen 
2 and S o'elock^ the enemy's whole force came 
up and epmmenced the battle, by some dischar- 
ges of rockets, which were succeeded by the. 
cannon from both sides, and soon after the ac- 
tion became general along the linei. Gen. Strik- 
er gallantly maintained hid ground against a 
great superiority of numbers, during the space 
of an hour and twenty minutes* when the regi-. 
ment on his left (the 51st) giving way, he wasr ^ 
under the necessity of retiring to the ground in 
his rear, where he had. stationed one regiment 
a» a reserve. He here formed his brigs^de ; but 
the enemy not thinking it advisable to pursue, 
he, in. compliance with arrangements, fell back, 
and took post on. the left of my entrenchments^ 
and half a mile in advance of them." * 

The following extracts, from Gen. Smith's 
report, will best explain the further movements 
of the respective armies. 

<< About the tune Gen. Strik<er had taken the 
ground just mentioned, he was joined by Brig. Gen. 
Winder, who* had been stationed on the west side of 
the city, but was now ordered to march -vvith Gen^ 
Douglas's brigadis of Virginia militia, and the tJ. S. 
dragoons^ under Capt Bird, and take post on thQ left 
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of General Stoker. Dudng these movements, the 
brigades of Generals Stun&tbury and Foreman, ,tbe 
seamen and Qiarlnes under Com. Rodg^rs, the Penn- 
sylvania volunteers, under Cols. Cobean and Find- 
ley, the Baltimore artillery, under Col. Harris, and 
the maritime artillery, under Captain Stiles, man- 
ned the trenches and the batteries-^all prepared to 
receive the enemy. We remained in this situation 
during the night. 

"On Tuesday, the enemy appeared. in front of 
my entrenchments, at the distance of two miles, on 
the Philadelphia road, from whence he had a full 
view of our position. He manceuvred during the 
morning towards our left, as if with the intention 
of making a circuitous march, and coming down on 
the Harford or York roads. Generals Winder and 
Striker were ordered to adapt their movements to 
thbse of the enemy, so as to baffle this supposed in- 
tention. They executed this order with great skill 
and judgment, by taking an advantageous position, 
stretching from my left across the country, when the 
enemy w.as likely to approach the quarter he seem- 
ed tp threaten. This movement induced the en- 
emy to concentrate his forces (between one and two 
oV:lock,) in my front, pushing his advance to within 
a mile of us, diiving in our videttes, and showing 
an intention of attacking us that evening. I imme- 
diately drew Gens. Winder and Striker nearer to 
the left of my entrenchments, and to the right of the 
enemy, with the intention of their falling on his 
right or rear, should he attack me ; or if he declin-' 
cd ity of attacking him in the morning. To this 
•movement) and to the strength of my defence, which 
the enemy had the fairest opportunity of observing, 
- 1 am induced to attribute his retreat, which, was 
commenced at half past one o'clock on Wednesday 
morning. In this, he was so favoured by the extreme 
darkness, and a conUnued raini that we did net dj8« 
cpver it until day-light* 

<< I have now the pleasure of calling your atten* 
tion to the brdve comnda^der of Fort M< Benrj^^Mftj. 
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Armistead, and to the operations confiaeS to that 
quarter. The enemy made his approach by water 
at the same time that his army was advancing on 
the land) and commenced a discharge of bombs and 
rockets at the fort, as soon he got within range 
of it. The situation of Major Armistead was pecu- 
liarly trying— the enemy, having taken his position 
such a distance, as to render offensive operations on 
the part of the fort entirely fruitles^^ whilst their 
bombs and rocketd were every moment falling in 
and about ic— -the officers and men, at the same time 
entirely exppsed. The vessels, however, had the 
temerity to approach somewhat nearer— they were 
as soon compelled to withdraw. During the nightf 
whilst. the enemy on land was retreating, and whilst 
the bombardment was most severe, two or three 
rocket vessels and barges succeeded in getting up 
the Ferry Branch, hut they were soon compelled to 
retire) by the forts in that quarter, commanded by 
Lieut. Newcomb, of the navy, and Lieut. Webster, of 
the flotilla* These forts also destroyed one of the 
barges, with all on board. The barges and battery 
at the Lazaretto, under the command of Lieut. Rutter, 
of the fiotitla, kept up a brisk, and it is believed, a 
successful fire, during the hottest period of the 
bombardment." 

It was impossible for veteran^ or the most ex- 
fierienced troops^ to act with more firon disci-* 
pline^ or cool eourage, than the citizens of Bal- 
timorey and the troops engaged^ did on this oc- 
easion, with the exception already men tioned;. 
A pursuit of the enemy was attempted, without^ 
however, doing him much injury. The troops 
were so exhausted, with three days and nightsjk 
fatigiie, that they could do little more thtin pick 
up a few stragglers. A line of defences thrown 
up by tho Americans from Back River to Ham<^ 
phries' Creek, on the Bfttapsco, were used by the- 
fQii«my to protect his eiiibarkatioii. 
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' As a measure neeessar; to the taking of Bal- 
timoref Admiral Coelibum seDt» what he relied 
on as a competent force to take Fort M^ Henry ,. 
situated on a point of land about two miles from 
the city. The enemy's vessels were ranged on 
the ISthy at a respectable distance^ in front of 
the works. At an early hour, on the ISth^ six 
bomby and some rocket vessel s, commenced the 
attack* but at such a distance as to have little 
effeet. A vast many very heavy bombs and 
rockets were thrown from the shippingy and an- 
swered pro forma from the fort* the Lazaretto,, 
battery, and barges. This noisy play lasted un- 
til near 5 P. M. when the enemy dropped nearer 
the battery. The firing now became more fre- 
quent, and soon became tremendous ; but the en- 
emy finding that the men in the fort could hit as 
well as fire, soon slipped their cables, and drew 
off* to their former distance, from which they 
continued the bombardment. 

Favoured by a dark night, one or two of the 
^nemy'$ bbmb-vessels, and several barges, with. 
1200 chosen men, passed the fort at about one 
oTclock in the morning of the 14th, and pro- 
ceeded up the Patapsco, to attack the town in 
the rear, and probably with a view to eifect a 
landing. From their new station, they com- 
menced a very warm throwing of bombs and 
rockets, but were repaid with such rigour and 
elBfcct, that the screams of their woufided could 
be beared in the midst of a roar of arms, that 
inade the houses in the city shake, for nearly 
\in hour and a half. About three o'clock the en- 
emy retired, much crippled, to his former re- 
spectful distance, when he again commenced the 
bombardment, and continued it until day-light, 
vhcnho finaHy. withdrew- . The entire duration 
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of the bombardment was little sbort of £4 hourg. 
The loss of the enemy, on board his vessels, can- 
not be ascertained, but was undoubtedly great ; 
that in Fort M'Henry was astonishingly small, 
consisting of ^ killed, and about 20 wounded. — 
Major Armistead commanded the fort. A party 
of Coin. Rodgers' crew was posted at Fort Cov- 
ingtoD ; Barney's flotilla men were stationed at 
the city battery. 

The enemy^s retreat was attended with mor- 
tiCeation and disappointment. Gen. Ross, the 
destroyer of Washington, was killed ; and, at" 
least 800 men, killed, wounded, and missing.— 
The entire American loss did not exceed 20 kill- 
edy. 90 wounded, and 47 missing. 

The enemy wais at Chaptico in October. The 
following particulars of the excesses committed 
at that place appeared in the Alexandria Her- 
ald, signed Robert Wright. 

<< I passed through Chaptico shortly afber the ene- 
my left it, and I am sorry to say, that their conduct 
would have disgraced Cannibals ; the houses were 
torn to pieces, the well which afforded water for 
the inhabitants, was filled up, and, what is still 
worse, the church, and the ashes of the dead, shar- 
ed equally bad or worse fate. Will you believe me, 
When I tell you that the sunken graves were con- 
verted into barbacue holes ! I ! The remaining glass 
of the church windows broken, the commuiiion ta- 
ble, used as a dinner table, and then broken to 
pieces ! Bad as the above may appear, it dwindles in« 
to insig:nificance, when compared with what follows : . 
the vault was entered, and the remains of the dead 
disturbed. Yes, my friend, the winding sheet was 
torn from the body of a lady of the first respecta« 
. bility, and the whole contents of the vault entire* 
ly deranged i ! !" 
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Soon after leaving Chaptico, the enemy visit- 
ed St. Inigoesy in St. Mary^s eountyy Maryland, 
'iliis was the habitation of a missionary^ and 
the seite of a Boman Catliolie church. Nothing 
could be expected but the furniture of the priest, 
and plate of the church. Both were taken, 
ieather-bedsy sheets, blankets, curtains, spoons, 
knives^ forks, &o. were taken away or destroy- 
ed ; the sacred Tcstments were thrown about, 
the vessels, consecrated to the service of God, 
prophaned, the altar stript naked, the taber- 
nacle carried off, and the blessed sacrament 
borne away in the hands of 4hose sacrilegious 
wretches. Some few articles were restored at 
the instance of the** British ofBcer, who would 
probably wish to see the entire restored, but 
he could not command them ; ^^ they are,'' said 
he, ** a set of ruiSans." Some other articles, 
belonging to the church, were restored in a fbw 
days afterwards. 

Ilie following circumstance proves how dear- 
ly the enemy gains a victory, when opposed by a 
force, however small. 

On \he evening of the 5th November, Capt; 
Gordon, naval commander at Norfolk despatch- 
ed 2 tenders, and 4 boats, off Black River, for the 
purpose of conveying several craft, then lying ifi 
that river, and bound to Norfolk. The vessels 
were, unfortunately^ separated during the night ; 
the boats, owing to a rough sea, returned to Nor- 
folk; The two tenders, Franklin and Despatch, 
^ere separated from each other. 

The commander of the Despatch, finding* in 
the morning, that he had drifted in a calm, 
near the enemy'? ships in Lynnhaven,. and that 
they were manning their boats, to attack him, 
made signal to the FrankJIin, and the boats ly- 
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iag under Old Point* The boats joined tbe 
Despateh; and the enemy's boats, after tx^ 
ebanging a tfivr shots, and a breeze having 
sprung up, gave over tbe chase, and directed 
their attention to the Franklin, that lay nearly 
becalmed \tp the bay. The enemy came up 
with tbe Franklin, about 10, A. M. when the 
firing cpmmetioed. During one hour and a half, 
the Franklin's cyew^ consisting of Mr. Ham- 
mersley, master's mate, who commanded^ one 
midshipman, (Mr. Cook;) two master's mate$ 
and pilots, and 31 men, maintained a gallant de- 
fence against a tender and 14> barges and boats 
of the enemy. The tender and two heavy 
launches, made several attempts to board, but 
were as often beaten off. At length, at half 
past 11, the Franklin was earried, being board- 
ed at the same moment by the crews of 5 heavy^ 
boats. 

The pcaee in Europe having relieved the 
ships and seamen of England from anyDther 
engagement, except the war against the United. 
States^ it was supposed, that an Amerinan ship 
would not dare longer to venture on the ocean, 
or sail on the lakes. Every American port was 
to be blockaded, every sea-port town to be burn- 
ed or destroyed ; the frames of frigates wer6 to 
be transported from England, and suddenly put 
together, and launched on the lakes. The vio- 
lent threats were heard, the expected legions 
looked for, with a coolness,, on Che part of the 
Americans, which evinced courage ; but with a 
preparation that evinced a determination to'de^ 
fend their homes, their families, their country^ 
and liberty. 

Two armed launches and four barges of th6 
enemy carrying about 220 men, entered Connee« 
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iieui river, in the ereniog of the 7th April, and 
arriTed at Pettipaiig-Point, about 4 o*eloek in the 
morning of the 8th. It was quite a surprise on 
the few inhabitants, who had no means of resist- 
ance. They immediately landed and burned all 
the yessels at the wharves, and on the stocks, 
except a brig, a schooner^ and two sloops, which 
they carried down the river, on their retiring* 
after 10 o'clock^ but the wind shifting, they 
burned all except the schooner, and not being 
able to proceed, they came to anchor a short 
distance below Pettipaug, where they lay un(i( 
night, then burned the schooner, and departed, 
without interruption, or any attempt to anno/ 
them, except that a few guns were fired on them 
after they had passed the mouth of the river, to 
which they returned three cheers, and passed oft*. 

During the 8th, the militia -collected, to the 
number of about 1000, with six field pieces; an 
officer, with 150 sailors and soldiers, from New- 
IiOn4on, had also arrived. Gen, Williams, under 
authority of the State of Connecticut, assumed 
the command. , Nothing seemed more easy than 
to capture the enemy, yet no attempt was made 
to do so, unless a summons to surrender can be 
so eonsidered. Much censure was then attribu- 
ted to the general for his dilatory conduct, and 
it seems not to have been hitherto accounted for. 
About 25 vessels were destroyed, many of them 
large and valuable. ^ 

Com. Hardy, of the Bamilies 74, addressed a 
letter in May, to the British agent for prisoners 
of war in Boston, stating that lie had arrived io 
the bay, with an adequate force to cari^ the 
blockade into effect, and requesting him to make 
it known to the neutral consuls and agents in 
that town and state, that the blockade would be 
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rigorously enforced^ agreeably to the proclama- 
tion for the same. 

The foHowing eopy of a letter from Commo« 
dore Ijewisy eommanding the United .States' flo- 
tilla at New- York, to the secretary of the navy, 
dated May 29^ 18 14, yfill show that the Yankees 
determined to have some trade, notwithstanding 
the Hii^hty force of the enemy on the ocean. 

*^ Sir— I have the honour to inform you, that on the 
]9th I discovered the enemy in pursuit of a brig un* 
der American colours, standing for Sandy-Hook.-— I 
ordered a detachment of 1 1 gun-boats to proceed to 
sea, and* pa^s between the chase and the enemy, by 
which tneans to bring him to action, and give oppor- 
tunity to the chase to escape, all which was effected ; 
the enemy, after receiving my fire, bore away-— and 
the brig in question entered the harbour, proved to be 
the brig Regent from France,, with a very valuable 
cargo. And on Monday the 23d, I engaged the ene- 
my before New-Londonj and opened a passage for 
40 sail of coasting vessels ; the action lasted three 
hours, in which the flotilla suffered very little ; No. 
6 received a shot under water, and others through 
the sails— we have reason to- believe that t^e enemy 
suffered very great injury, as he appeared unwilling 
to renew the action the following morning ; my ob* 
ject was accomplished, which was to force a passage 
for the con^y. There are before New-London 3». 
seventy-fours, 4 frigates, and several small vessels, 
the latter doing great injuryi from their disguised 
character and superior sailing. I have the honour to 
assure you oi my high respect, 

J. LEWIS. 

As soon as {he engagement ceased, the flotilla 
came to auehor before the harbour of New- Lon- 
don, within gun-shot of the enemy, with a view 
of renewing the action in the morning, when we 
fonhd that the enemy had collected all his foi*ce^ 

▼ 
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hi number seven ships and several small vessels, 
in consequence of wbioh great aeeession of force, 
the projeet of renewing the action was abandon- 
ed, anil signal was made to proceed np. Sound, 
whitlier the enemy pursued as far as Faulkner's 
Island. 

Capt. Sawyer, of (he smack Resolution, from 
Stonington, informed, that, in the gun-boat bat- 
tle, one shot passed through the mainsail of the 
Sylph, and another cut away her ensign ; that 
one shot passed through the bow of the Maid- 
stone, one through her foremast, and one into 
her hull ; and that on the day after the engage- 
ment, a number of meii from these vessels were 
buried on Fisher^s Island. 

A British squadron, consisting of a 7^ gon 
ship, several frigates, and smaller vessels, with 
numerous launches, 'spread terror along the 
coast of Massachusetts, and succeeded in doing 
considerable injury to coasting vessels. About 
200 men landed, on the ISth May, at TVareham, 
in Massachusetts, and burned 12 or 13 vessels, 
valued at about 20,oao dollars. They also set 
fire to a stocking factory, which was extinguish- 
ed by the citi2sens, before much injury was done. 

Capt, Allen> of the schooner 'William & John, 
of Sedgwick, Maine, was bound to Boston with 
a eargo of lumber. Capt. A. put into Dyers- 
creek, on the 20th May, but finding himself 
chased by the barge of the British schooner 
Bream, he hailed the barge, when she reaehed 
within about 50 yards, but received no answer, 
Capt. Allen then ordered the barge to « heep 
offj^ The capfain, discovering the men in the 
barge about to fire a swivel in her bow, ordered 
his men to fire, and take good aim* Four shots 
were fired in succession, and the captaiu had ta- 
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ken his aitn, vhen ooe of the enemy eried out, 
«< PH ^trc up to j/ou;'* and the barge \ras in- 
stantly surrendered to Capt. Allen. Of seven 
men, who were in the harge^ two were killed^ 
and two wounded. . 

After the capture of the barge, the British 
commodore sent a flag of truce to Capt. Allen^ 
with propositionsy which were rejected. Afterii 
however, the exchange of four flags, it was a- 
j^reed, thatin consideration of Capt. Allen's giv^ 
ing up the British prisoners on parole, the com* 
mander of the Bream was to give Capt. Allen. 
1S90 in cash, return two American prisoners be- 
longing to Goldsborough, give up a Ghebacoo 
boat, with the property on board of her, valued 
at groo^ and Capt. Allen to retain the twelve 
oared barge, with all her armament, consisting 
of one swivel, sixmuskets, Ave cutlasses, six ear<- 
t ridge-boxes, same hlut lights, a compass, one 
trumpet, and a quantity of canister and grape 
shot, all of which Capt. Allen values at gSOO. 

Soon after this transaction, a boat captured 
by the Bream schooner, was sent into Mount- 
Desert, with seven Englishmen on board, to eut 
0ut a vessel, the crew of which, on their ap- 
proach, fled to the shore, and were joined by sev- 
eral of the inhabitants, armetl — having conceal- 
ed themselves among the rocks or bnsbes, they 
opened a fire on the enemy, killed three of them^ 
wounded two, and compelled the others to sur- 
render. 

The enemy entered the harbour of SdtuatCf 
(Mass.) in June^ in consequence, as he stated^ of 
having been fired at from a signal piece of can- 
non, near the light-housci. jand set fire to several 
Kes^eU.. 
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Two barges, from the British frigate Nympli^ 
went into Squam, and destroyed the sehooner 
Diligence, laden with lime. The crews threat- 
ened, that if the captain attempted to extinguish 
the flames of the Diligence, they would destroy 
the house on the point ; which being attempted, 
they fired a twelve pound shot through it, and 
returned and eifccted the destruction of the 
schooner. 

On the If th July, Eastport was taken possesr 
sion of by the enemy, in the name of his Britan- 
nic majesty, and, as afterward appeared, was 
claimed as being part of the British territory, 
by the terms of the treaty of 1783. The British 
force consisted of 2000 men. llie American 
garrison of .59 men, including 11 siek, was com- 
manded by Major Putnam. The inhabitants 
were offered the alternative to take an oath of 
allegiance to the king, or to depart within seven 
days. A threat proportion, perhaps more thav 
two-tliirds, took the path. This place remained 
in the enemy's possession to the end of the war; 
and, as will appear by reference to the treaty of 
peace, was to continue in possession of the Bri- 
tish until the dispute relative to territory .coqld 
be settled by commissioners, to be appointed for 
that purpose. 

Eastport is on an island, called Moose, on the 
west side of Passamaquoddy-bay | the ii^Iand is 
about five miles long, and one mile broad, con- 
taining about 1000 inhabitants. 

On the 9th August, at 6 P. M. the Bamilies 
74, JPactolus 38, ^ bomb-ship, and a heavy brig, 
arrived off Stonington ; and a fiag was sent on 
shore, with a note, of which th& following is a 
eopy: 



« TV the Magistraie^ of Stonington, 
^^-Grentlemen— Chie haur is- allowed you^ from the 
receipt of this communication, for the removal of the 
«nofiending inhabitants. 

THOMAS M. HARDY," 

Stonington was in no state of defence adequate 
to resist the enemy. The few men in the place 
hastened to eolleet ammunition, some ran to the 
baUerjy whieh consisted of two 18 pounders andi 
a four pounder^ with a slight breast work ; ex- 
presses were sent to New-London and other pla- 
ees. At ei^t o^elock, the attack was commene* 
ed» by a discharge of sheUs, from the bemb*ship^ 
and congreve rockets from several barges. This 
iire was continued' until midnight, without injur*- 
ing a single building or inhabitants 

During the night, the voluftteers and militia, 
had assembled in^ considerable numbers, andt 
were disposed of in the manner best calculated 
to resist any attempt of the enemy to land. At 
dawn of day, the enemy began to throw rocket8> 
from vessels which had taken' stations on the* 
east side of the town, out of range of the batte- 
ry. An 18 and a four poundbd were drawn to at 
point of land from which the enemy could bo 
readied, and^ in a few minutes, the barges were- 
eompelled' to move off. During this time, the 
brig worked up and came to- anchor within less- 
than half a mile of the battery. The ammuni- 
tion on shores being expended, the few men^ who* 
"Were at the battery, were con^elled to» retire^ 
having first spiked the gunsv^ 

For an hour and a haUV the enemy oontiosedt 
tO' fire on the town> without the least oppositionf 
heing attempted or practicable. A fresh supply 
of ammunition being, by this time obtained; the- 
neot of the 18 pounder was driUetf> ivhen a fire 

V. %. 
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i^as opened on the enemy's brig, nntil at three 
o'clock, she slipped her cable, and haulded otFp 
being evident!; much injured in her hull and 
spars. 

Soon after this time, a considerable body of 
militia arrived, and Gen. Isham had taken the 
command. 

A flag was sent from the inhabitants (without 
the concurrence of Gen. Isham) to the British 
officer, informing him that the << unoffending in- 
habitants" had been removed, and wishing to 
know, if he meant to complete the destruetioir of 
the town. The deputation received from Capt. 
Hardy a \tritten reply, that the bombardment 
should cease, in case the inhabitants would en* 
gage that no torpedoes should be fitted out at Sto- 
nington* and (hat the family of IMTr. Stewart, late 
British consul at New-London, wwld be sent oft 
board. 

These terms could not be complied with. — 
The proposal r(*speeting torpedoes was consider- 
ed degrading, nothing of the kind having ever 
been attempted at Ston\ngton ; the second, re« 
specting Mrs. Stewart and children, was referred 
to the proper authority. 

'The enemy continued to negotiate, for the pur- 
pose of get ring Mrs; Stewart on board, until S 
o' clock on the 11th, when the bombardment again 
commenced, and was continued until night. On 
Friday morning, the attack was commeneed and 
eontinued with great warmth, from nearly alt 
the enemy's ships and launches, until near noon^^ 
when it ceased; and, about four o'clock, P. M* 
the enemy, finding that a great force vrere as* 
sembled, for the protection of the town, finaJly 
withdreiv ; and, on Saturday morning, weigheo: 
anchor, aod^ j^roceeded uj) Fisher's Sonnd^ 
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During the seyeral attacks^ not a man >vas 
killed, and but 5 op 6 wounded. Two op three 
housed were destroyed, 8 or 10 much damaged, 
dnd about 40 partially injured. More than 300 
shells and carcasses were thrown into Ibe vil- 
lage. 

The additional disposable, military and naval 
force, which the peace in Europe left at ; the 
command of the enemy, the use which he threat- 
ened to make, and did actually ^commence, or 
prepare to make of it, produced an union of ac- 
tion and sentiment among the people of Ameri- 
ca, some discontented or rathep traitorous per- 
sons excepted, and these so compai*atively fewV 
that they excited but a sentiment of ebntempU 
and owed their personal safety to their utter ina- 
bility to do material injury. The citizens of 
New- York, the first commercial city in the union, 
gave an example of political forbearance toward 
each other, and of attachment to their country, #\ 
which had a salutary influence On every other 
part o( the nation. 

At a general meeting held in the Park in that 
oity, the lOth August, 1814, the following, to«- 
gether with several other patriotic resolutions^ 
were unanimously adopted : 

<< Resolved^ that the citizens, here assembled, will,, 
to the last extremity, de^ead their city. 

«< l^efio^v^cf, that we will unite ourselves in arms 
with our brethren of the country, and, en the first 
approach of the enemy, make i£ a CQmmon cause. 

^^ Reaolvedy that it be recommended to the citizens 
l^enerallyy^tcmeet as soon as may be practicable 
with convenience,' in their respective wards for the^ 
purposes of electing discreet and sufficient coromitr 
tees to promote the ex^eution of the foUowing^oSar^ 
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"1. To complete the voluntary enrolment of per- 
8opS) exempted by law from military service. 

« 3. To encourage the enrolment of sea-faring cit-» 
IzenB, for services, in the harbour, or as artillerists. 

<( 3. The enrolment of citizens for voluntary la* 
hour oi\the public works. 

« Resolved^ that we will endeavour to promote 
concord and harmony, and will discountenance all 
attempts to weaken the patriotic efforts of good citi* 
z#ns." 

From tlifo moment, party feuds were, in a 
great measure, suspended; newspaper editors 
excluded all acrimonious political discussions; 
the committee appointed to carry into effect the 
resolutions of the general meeting, was selected 
from the most respectable of the citizens,' with* 
out the least respect to the political party to 
whieh the persons selected, belonged. 

The plan of the enemy was to dismember the 
union. A command of the North River would 
tend mueh to this end. The possession of the 
eity of Mew-York was a desirable object, in 
whatever point it might be viewed. The mea- 
sures t)f defenee and precaution, taken at New- 
York, probably preventt^d the intended attack on^ 
that city ; the subsequent attempt to gain pos- 
session of the posts near I^ke Champlain, leaver 
little room to doubt the enemy^s intention. Had 
that invasion succeeded, we should have soon 
beard of an invasion on the sea-board, either at 
New-York, or some place to the eastward of itr 
und an attempt to form a junction af the two in- 
yading armies^ 

For several months^ the citizens of New- York 
"Supplied more than 1000 men daily, who laboured 
iroluntarily and without pay^ at the fortifieationsf 
and several thoyj^ds from the adjacent eoiiii#- 
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ties, and from the state of New-Jersey, contrK 
bnted their aiO, until a line of 'fortifications vrere 
raised on the heights of Brooklyn and Harlsem, 
suiiieient to oppose any probable force that could 
vbe employed by the enemy. — It would be impos« 
sible to do justice to the zeal that animated the 
citizens, and it eannot be expeeted to copy, or 
even notice the many editorial observations which 
appeared in the'^nblic prints; zeal overflowedy 
so that it became necessary to limit the offered 
services to a certain number daily, and it often 
happened, that services could not be received un« 
til several days after being tendered. The fol- 
lowingy from the Biehmond Compiler, is given, 
because its shortness does not actually render its 
insertion incompatible with our limits. 

« To a patriotic mind, it is truly exhilerating, to 
read the New- York papers, and see the generous^ 
ardent zeal that actuates the inhabitants of that great 
emporium of American commerce. At the first 
signal of breaking ground fov* the defence of the 
city 9 the whole population seem to have caught the 
spark of patnotic energy, to h&vebur^tthe shackles 
of apathy, and set to the continent an example of so- 
cial and public spirit, which we trust may be emulat<* 
ed through every part of- our land. .By wards and 
sectroris of the city, by tribes and centuries^ by c%fi«* 
stituted bodies and private companies, by trades, by 
• professions, and by domestic parties, offers of person* 
al service and contributions in money, have been 
mrade and accepted : and that great mart of commer* 
cial wealth and enterprize, on which the enemy have 
so long kept a longing eye, is already inaccessible, 
invulnerable ; the pride and glory, and palladium of 
the continent Who would not be a citizen of New- 
York ?_" 

On the 1st September, the British entered the 
Penobscot nver^ with about 40 sail of vessels^ 
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and several thousand men^ and took possession of 
Castine^ the small garrison of whieh fled, after 
blowing np the fort. They uext sent 600 men 
to Belfast, which submitted. The following day 
they proceeded up «the river to Hamden, wherein 
the Adams frigate lay. Capt. Moriis made eve- 
ry possible disposition to resist the enemy, bot 
finding his limited force inadequate to that end, 
he spiked his guns, burned hfe stores, blew up 
the ship, and, with his crew, escaped. The Bri- 
tish governor immediately announced, that tlie 
country, lying between the Penobscot river and 
Passamaquoddybay, would be considered as a 
part of the British territory. Measures were 
also taken to fortify Castine, and establish per- 
manent commercial regulations. It was estima- 
ted that 120. vessels were taken in the Penob- 
jicot. 

"While the enemy was coupling petty conquest 
with cowardice and cruelty, along the sea-b^rd, 
the American army of the interior was plnekiag 
from the brows of imported in vincibles the lau- 
rels won on the theatre of late European eoti* 
flicts. 

The brave General Jaeob Browne who had in 
the last year signalized himself by the defence 
of Sackett's Harbour^ was appointed to the com- 
mand of the army on the Niagara frontier. 

On the 2d July, General Brown made disposi- 
tions for an intended attack on the British Fort 
Erie ; and issued orders to the troops for cross- 
ing the river* The army passed the Niagara 
river on the morning of the 3d. The enemy was 
perfectly unapprized of the intended attaek; 
Gen. Scott, who led the van, was on shore be- 
fore the enemy's picket discovered the approach. 
The fort being approached on the right and left, 
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and the Indians in the woods, in the rear, Gen. 
Brown summoned the garrison fe surrender, 
whleb, after a short time allowed for eonsidera- 
Jtion^ was agreed to. At six o'eloek the garri- 
son marebed and stacked their arms ; 170 regu- 
lars, including seven officers, were sent across • 
the river. 

On the morning of the 4th July, Greh. Seott, 
with his brigade, and a corps of artillery, ad- 
vanced toward Chippewa. After some skirmish- 
ing with the enemy, he selected a judicious posi- 
tion for the night y his right resting on the 
river, and a ravine in front ; at 11 at night, Gen. 
Brown joined him with the reserve under Gen. 
Bipley, and a corps of artillery, under Major 
Uindman — a field and battering train were also 
brought up; Gen. Porter arrived in the morning, 
with a^art of the New-Tork and Pennsylvania 
volunteers, and some of the warriors of the Six 

Ifations. 

Early in the morning of the 5th, the enemy 
attacked the pickets ; by noon he showed him- 
self on the left of the army, and attacked one 
of the pickets, as it was returning to camp. — . 
Captain Treat, who commanded the picket, ve- 
tii:ed5 leaving a wounded man on the ground. — 
Captain Biddle, of the artillery, promptly as- 
sumed the command of this picket, led it back 
to the wounded man, and brought him off the 
field. 

General Brown instantly ordered Capt. Treat 
to retire from the army, and advised, that his 
name, and that of another officer, should be 
strui^k ft*om the roll of the army. This circum- 
stance was noticed in a note to the first edition 
of this work, without the following necessary 
addition, which did not« and could not, have then 

ceme to the knowledge of the compiler. 
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Capt. Treat demanded a court of ioqairy ; it 
wa» not granted ; but a Court Martial was or- 
dered at Fort £rie. The left division of the ar- 
my marehed to Sackett's Harbour 90on after, and 
the eourt was dissolved. 

Capt. Treat immediately proceeded to Sack- 
ett's Harbour^ by permission from Maj. Geq. 
Izard, and requested another Court MartiaJ. 
Maj. Gen. Brown, on the 5th of April, ±S±B, 
after the repeated solicitations of Capt. l^reat, 
issued an order, organizing a court, consisting of 
Col. M'Feely, president; Lieut. Col. Smith, 
Maj. Croker, Maj. Boyle, lUaj. Muliany, Maj. 
CSiane, Capt. White, members; Capt. Seymour, 
supernumerary; Lieut. Anderson, 13th regi- 
ment, judge advocate. 

The eourt met, and proeeeded on the trial the 
6th April, 1815, at Sackett's Harbour. They 
closed the investigation on the 8th May, when 
Capt. Treat was honourably acquitted. 

The following is a copy of the decision of the 
eourt : 

*^ After mature deliberation on the testimony 
adduced, the court do find the accused JOSEPH 
TREAT, of the 21st infantry, not guilty of the 
charge or specifications preferred against him, 
and do honourably acquit him.'' 

The sentence of the court was approved by 
Maj. Gen. Brown, and promulgated on the 28th 
June, at Sackett's Harbour. 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon Gen. Porter 
advanced with the volunteers and Indians, in 
order to induce the enemy to come forth. — 
Gen. Porter's command met the light parties of 
the enemy in the woods. The enemy was driven, 
and Porter pursued until near Chippewa, where 
lie met their whole colnmoj in order of battle. 



HtSTOBT OF THB WJLU« StSS 

The heavy firing induced a belief that the en- 
tire foree of the enemy was in motion^ and pre- 
pared for action. Gen. Scott was ordered to 
advance with his brigade^ and Towson's artil- 
lery. The general advanced in the most prompt 
and ofiicer-like manner, and, in a few minutes, 
was in olose action with a superior force of the 
enemy. By this time. Gen. Porter's command 
had eiven way, and fled in disorder, notwith- 
standing the . great exertions of the general to 
rally them. This retreat left the left flank of 
Gen. Scott's brigade greatly exposed. Captain 
Harris was directed, with his dragoons, to stop 
the fugitives, behind the ravine, fronting the 
American camp. Gen« Ripley, with the 2ist 
regiment, which formed part' of the reserve, 
passed to the left of the camp, under cover of 
the wood, to relieve Gen. Scott, by falling on 
the enemy's right flank, but, before the 2J.st 
could come into its position, the line command- 
ed by Gen. Scott, closed with the enemy. Maj« 
Jessup, commanding the left flank battalion, 
finding himself pressed in front and flank, and 
his men falling fast around him, ordered his 
battalion to << support arms, and advance ;" the 
order was promptly obeyed, amidst the most 
deadly and destructive fik*e. Having gained a 
better position, he poured on the enemy a fire 
so galling, as caused them to reiiFe. The en- 
emy's entire line now fell back, and continued te 
retreat, until at the sloping ground, descending 
toward Chippewa, when they broke, and fled im 
their works. 

Gen. Brown, finding the pursuit erf the troops 
checked by the batteries of the 4^my, ordered 
up his ordnance, in order tb fom the place, 
by a direct attack, but was induced^- by the re- 

w 
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port of Maj. Wood, and Capt. Atistin, Vfho re^ 
coDDoitered the enemy's works* the lateness of 
the bonr» and the adviee of his officers, to order 
the forces to retire to camp. The American 
troops, on no occasion, behaved with mote gal- 
lantry than «n the present. The British regu- 
lars suffered defeat from a number of men, prin- 
cipally Tolunteers and militia, inferior in every 
thing but courage, to the Tanqnished enemy; 
and the gallant Brown, a woodsman, <« a soldier 
ot yesterday,^' put at defiance the military tac- 
tics of tlic experienced Maj. Gen. Riall. 

The following is a copy ot a letter,, written by 
Gen. Brown, on the field of battle^ directed t» 
the secretary of war. 

<< Sir— -Excuse my silence. I have been much 
engaged. Fort Erie did not, as I assured you it 
should not, detain me a single day. At 1 1 o'clock, 
on the night of the 4th, I arrived at this place with 
the reserve, General Scott having taken the position 
about noon, with the van. My arrangements for 
turning and taking in the rear the enemy's position 
east of Chippewa, was made, when Major General 
Riall, suspecting our intention, and adhering to the 
rule, that it is better to give than to receive an at- 
tack, came from behind his works about 5 o'clock 
in the afternoon of the 5th, in order of battle. We 
did not baulk him. Before 6 o'clock bis line was 
broken, and his forces defeated, leaving on the field 
f6ur hundred killed and wounded. He was closely 
pressed, and would have been utterly ruined, but for 
the proximity of his works, whither he fled for shelter. 
The wounded of the enemy, and those of our own 
army must be attended to. They will be removed 
to Buffalo. This, with my limited means for trans- 
portation, will take a day or two, after which I shall 
advance, not doubting but that the gallant and ac- 
icomplished troops I lead, will break down all oppo- 
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sition between me and Lake Ontario^ when) if met 
by the fieet> all is well-»if not, under the favour of 
heaven, we shall behave ih a- way to avoid disgrace.^' 

The battle of Bridgwater^ fought on the 25th 
July^ was bloody, and well contested on both 
sidos* The enemy was composed of 5000 men, 
of the best troops, commanded by Gen. Rial], 
and others, the best British officers. It is^due 
to them to record, that they fought well, but 
they fought again»t freemen, and were defeated. 
Opposed to the bravest slaves in the world, or 
equal force, this British army would have con- 
quered. The Americans were fewer in number 
than the enemy ; they were men, most of whom 
bad yet to learn military tactics, but wbo had a 
country 9 now staked in a contest, which the pre- 
sent battle might materially effect^ or, in its con- 
sequence! decide. 

On the 25th, Gen. Brown's army was encamp-' 
ed above Chippewa, near the battle ground of 
the 5th. The brigade under Gen. Scott, mov- 
ed past Chippewa, and halted at Bridgwater, 
in view of Niagara falls. At half past 4f, P. M« 
the battle was commenced by the enemy. The 
enemy, being numerically superior to the Ame- 
ricans, he was able to extend his line so as to 
attempt to flank. In order to counteract the 
apparent view of Gen. Rial], he was fought in 
detachments — hewcis charged in column^ Gen. 
Scott being at the head of his troops in almost 
every charge. General Scott maintained his 
ground for more than an hour, before the re- 
serve under Gen. Ripley, and the volunteers^ 
under Gen. Porter, were brought fully into ac- 
tion. The ground was obstinately contested 
until 9 o^cIock ill the evening, when Gen. Brown 
decided to storm a battery^ which the enemy 



UW BISTOBT OF THE WAB, 

bad on a commanding eminence. CoL Miller 
commanded on this eoterprize^ ivhicli ivas so re- 
solutely entered on, that the enemy> unable to 
withstand the charge^ retired to the bottom of 
the hilly and abandoned his cannon. The enemy 
now gave way, and was pursued some distance. 
The American army then betook itself to the 
securing of prisoners^ and bringing off the 
wounded. 

While the army was thus employed^ General 
Drummottd arrived with a reintbrcement to the 
enemy^ when- he, unexpectedly to the Ameri- 
canSf renewed the battle^ with a view to recov- 
er his cannon. The army^ having quickly 
formed^ resisted the attack with courage ; and, 
after a dose engagemenf^ the enemy was re* 
pulsed, as he was in two other similar attempts. 
The American army having effected the remo- 
nral of nearly all the wounued, retired from the 
ground a little before midnight, and returned to 
camp. 

The warmth and zeal with which this action 
was maintained, was the most obstinate and de- 
termined. For two hours, the diseharee of 
musketry was so constant, as to produce almost 
an uninterrupted blaze of fire ; nor was it in any 
period of this action, much less warm. Wel- 
lington's '' invicibles^' had just arrived from 
Europe, and Drummond resolved that they 
should not only maintain their character, but 
maintain it in a manner that would make the 
most desponding impression on the brave, but 
raw recruits of the republic. The Americans 
not only withstood the onset, but repelled and 
punished it. A fine moon-light night favoured 
equally the operations of both armies ; they 
fought too near to render cannon generally ser- 
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TJBeable^ being often i;^ ilhin half pistol sbot oF 
eaeh other^ and sometimes mingled together.—* 
The charge of CoL Miller exceeded any thing 
experienced bj the British soldiers, even in En- 
rope* Thrice his men were repulsed with great 
slaughter. For a time he was deserted by a 
regiment of infantry j they were rallied; a 
fourth charge was ipade, and succeeded. The 
Americans could not be driven, nor withstood; 
determined not to be overthrown, even by supe- 
rior numbers, they seemed resolved to crush 
whatever foe opposed them. Had they been 
conquered, they would yet deserve honour; as 
victors, they covered themselves with glory. — 
They lost a howitzer; the rider being shot off, 
the horses carried it full gallop into the ranks 
jyf the enemy; they also lost apiece of cannon, 
which was too much advanced, and from which^ 
the men, except two^ were shot. For watit oF 
horses, they were compelled to leave to the en* 
emy most of the eannon which were taken from 
him, with such bravery, and at such expence. 

On the morning after the' battle, the Ameri-^ 
cans, under Generals Ripley and Porter, recon* 
npitered the enemy, who did not show any dis-» 
position to renew the contest, and then burned 
the eneroy^s barracks and a bridge at Chippewa 
after which they returned to Fort Erie. 

The enemy was believed to have lost between 
1200 and 1300 men, including Maj. Gen. Biall, 
who was wounded, and, with 18 other officers, 
and 150 non-commissioned officers and privates^ 
taken prisoners. The Americans lost 1 major^ 
1 adjutant, 5 captains, 4 subalterns, 10 sergeants, 
10 corporals, 140 privates — total killed, 171.~ 
1 major-general, 1 brigadier-getieral, 2 aids-de- 
eamp, 1 brigade -m^ or, 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant- 

W 2 
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colonel) 4 majors^ 1 adjutant, 3 quarter- masters,. 
1 pay-master, 7 captains^ 52 subalterns^ 517 non* 
commissioned officers and privates— ^total wound- 
ed, 572 ; missing, 117-<^tpta], 860. 

The British force engaged, amounted by their 
own confession, to 4500 men, mostly or wholly 
regulars, beside a host of Indians ; the AmerieaB 
force did not exceed 2800 men, confuting in a 
great proportion of the militia of Pennsylvania 
and Kew-York. Gen; Brown, in his official re- 
^ port, particularly notices the brave and prudent 
conduct of Generals Bipley, Porter, andSeott; 
Colonels Miller, Dobbin, of New*Yorfc» Wileox^ 
and Gardener; Majoi*s M<Farland, HindnuiD, 
Jessup, Wood, of the Pennsylvania militia^ Jooes^ 
M^Ree, land Wood, of the engineers; Captains 
Towson, Eetchum, Biddle, ana Ritchie ; Lieut* 
£. B. Randolph ; Aids-de-Camp Worthy Smith, 
Austin, and Spencer. Some of these hrave men 
fell in action, and nearly all of them were cover- 
ed with wounds. 

Gen. Brown received tw<> wounds, but eoDtin* 
ued to command utitil the action ended. The 
general was obliged, by the severity of his 
wounds, to retire from the command, which de- 
volved on Gen. Ripley, Gen. Soott being also 
disabled, by wound, from continuing in com- 
mand. 

The army eontinued on the Canada side, seem- 
ingly resolved to maintain itself against an en^ 
my, which was receiving frequent reinforcements, 
and had, after a little time, beeome formidable, 
in numbers and equipments. 

The enemy, after reeoi^ering the effects of the 
battle of Bridgwater, moved up toward the 
American army, at Fort Erie; and frequent 
^Mirmishes ensued j in nvhich the enem; was gtn^ 
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eralty woriited. On the 3(1 Aogust, about 600 
-regulars, under Col. Tucker, crossed below 
Biaek Rock . but were met by 200 riflemen, and 
a party ot* volunteers, under Major Morgan; and, 
after a long contest^ were dereated, and compel* 
led to re-cross the river. Brigadier General 
Gaines, arrived at Erie the 4th August, aAd as* 
sumed the command, during General Brown's 
illness. 

On the l^th August, the enemy, under the im* 
mediate command of General Drummond, at-» 
tempted to storm Fort Erie ; the result was 
Gommunieated in a letter from General GaineSf 
to the secretary of wai-, of which the following 
is a copy: 

<* Head-Quarters, Fort Erie, U. C. 
Aug. 15, 7 A. M. 1814. 
Dear Sir-^My heart is gladdened, with gratis* 
tude to heaven, and joy to my country, to have it in 
my power to inform you that, the gallant army un« 
der my command, has this morning beaten the en<t 
emy, commanded by Lieut. Gen. Drummond, after a 
severe confiict of three hours, commencing at two 
o^clock, A. M. They attacked us on each iank-^ 
got possession of the salient bastion, of the old Fort 
Erie, .which was regained at the point or the bayo« 
net, with a dreadful slaughter. The enemy's loss,, 
in killed and prisoners, is about 600 ; near 300 kil- 
led. Our loss is considerable, but I think not one* 
tenth as great as that of the enemy. I will not 4e* 
tain the express to give you the particulars^ I am 
preparing my force to follow up the blow." 

The assault was of that desperate nature, tha(£> 
was calculated to rub away the stains of former- 
defeats, to resuscitate the sinking charms of an* 
assumed invincibility, and save the British gene« 
ral froia contexngt^ andgerh^s^ disgjmee*. Tba: 




269 filSTORT OV I^HIE WAB« 

projectiofi was grand ; the means of aeeomplisb- 
log ity great, and relied on for its effieiency ; the 
attefaipt to execute, was suf^orted with an en- 
thusiasm in the offieers, and a meehanical obedii- 
enee in the men, which promised, and almost se- 
cured sueoess* The invincibles were, however^ 
destined to experience another defeat ; and the 
Americans added another wreath to the laureh 
with which they were already so plentifullj 
blessed. The enemy wasjarg«]y supplied with 
the means generally used on aueh oecasionsr 
pikes, bayonets, spears, scaling ladders, &c. Be- 
pulsed and repulsed, he rallied and returned to 
the attaeU ; he carried a bastion, and, by his 
conduct, evinced, what was to be the fate of the 
republicans, if vanquished. Lieut. M^Dougal, 
being severely wounded, in defending the bastion, 
demanded quarter, it was refused. Gen. Drmn- 
mond crying out, ^^give the damned Yankees m^ 
quarter.^' M'Dougal defended himself until shot 
down by a pistol. The bastion was re-taken by 
the greatest display of courage and exertion. 

This assault was preceded by a cannonade and 
bombardment, wbi^h commeneed at sun-rise on 
:ithe morning of the 15th, and continued until 8 
o*eloek, P. M. ; was re-commenced on the 14th# 
at day-4ight, and continued until night— the as- 
sault was commenced at half past two on the 
morning of the* 15th. The result was the defeat 
.of the assailants, accompanied with a loss of 222 
men killed, 174 wounded, and 186 prisoners — to* 
tal 5S2, exclusive of a number (supposed 200) 
killed in the water, and carried off by the cur- 
rent. The Americans lost 26 killed, 91 wound* 
ed, and 11 missing — total 128. 

The enemy continued in the neighbourhood of* 
Fori Erie^ strengthening and extending bid* 
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works and calling in reinforcements^' with a view 
to the ultimate occupation of the fort^ and the , 
capture or destruction of the garrison. The en- 
^wiy's works were constructed in a field surround- 
ed by wood$»^ Their infantry was formed into 
three bridges of about 1500 men each. One of 
these brigades^ with a detail from their artillery, 
was stationed at their works (these being but 500 
yards distant from Old Fort Erie, and the fight 
of General Brown's line.) The Americans had 
already suffered much from two of the enemy's 
batteries ; and a third was about to be opened. 
Cien. Brown, having recovered of his wounds, 
I'esumed the command, on the 2d September^ 
The situation of the army was extremely criticaL 
As the only mode of relieving himself, he deter- 
niined to storm the batteries, destroy the ean- 
non and roughly handle the enemy's brigade on 
^iity, before those in reserve would be brought 
into action. 

The enemy's works were very strong, regular^ 
and e^tecuted with a studied intricacy, consisting 
of a breast-work, connecting their batteries, ana 
of successive lines of entrenchments in the rear* 
covering the batteries and enfilading each other ; 
and the whole obstructed liy abbatis, hrush, and 
felled timber. It was calculated to resist, and 
throw into confusion, the most experienced as- 
sailants, and led to n)any severe contests with 
the bayonet. 

Directions were given, by General Brown, to 
march at noon, on the 17th Septeiviber* to the 
intented assault. General Porter commanded a 
detachment of volunteers, riflemen, regular in- 
fantry, and a few dragoons. These moved from 
the extreme left of the American position upon 
the enemy's right, by a passage opened through 
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tfae woods for the occasion* Gen. Miller statioir* 
eel his command in the ravine between Fort Erie 
and the enemy's batteries^ by passing them by 
detachments through the skirts of the wood. — 
The 21 st infantry 9 under Gen. Ripley , was post- 
ed as a corps of reserve, between the new bas* 
tions of Fort £rie« << Aboiit 20 minntes past 
S P. M.'' says Gen. Brown^ in his official report, 
<< I found the left column, under the command 
of Gen. Porter, which were destined to turn the 
enemy's right, within a few rods of the British 
entrenchments. They, were ordered to advance 
and commence the action. Passing down the ra- 
vine, I judged, from the report of musketry, 
that the action had commenced on our left; I 
now hastened to Gen. Miller, and directed him 
to seize the moment, and pierce the enemy's en- 
trenchments, between batteries No. % and 3.*— 
My orders were promptly aifd ably executed. — 
'Within SO minutes after the first gun was fired, 
batteries No. 5 and 2, the enemy's line of en- 
trenehments, and his two block-houses, were in 
our possession. Soon after, battery No. 1 was 
abandoned by the British. The guns in each 
were spiked by us, or otherwise destroyed, and 
the magazine of No S, was blown up." 

The enemy's loss exceeded, from the most 
probable account, 1000 men, including 2 majors, 
4 captains, 4 lieutenants, 1 ensign, one assistfint- 
surgeon, 4 staff- sergeants, 19 sergeants, 17 cor- 
porals, 1 drummer, and 332 privates. The A- 
mericans lost in killed, wounded and missings 
511. General Bavis, of the militia, was killed. 
The action lasted more than two hours, and was 
warmly contested for about one hour. In the 
course of the action, the entire of the enemy's 
force was brought jLjito action, consisting prinei^ 
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poUy of regulars under eommand of Lieut. Geo. 
Brummond. So satisfied was the British gene- 
ral of bis inability to contend, even aided by bis 
veterans, against the raw soldiers that formed . 
the American army, that he broke up his camp, 
during the night of the 21st, and retired to his 
entrenchments behind the Chippewa. << Thus,'* 
says General Brown, << one thousand regulars, 
and an equal portion 'of militia') in one hour of 
close action, blasted the hopes of the enemy, 
destroyed the fruits of 50 days labour, and dimin- 
ished his efiective force, one thousand men at 
least/' 

An expedition under the command of Lieut. 
CoL G. Croghan/was set on foot in July, 1814); 
tlie chief object of which, was the reduction oj^ 
Fort Macliioac, which had been taken by the en- 
emy in the early part of the war. The expedi- 
tion left Fort Gatroit (head of Straits St. Clair) 
on the 12th. Owing to a want of pilots acquaint- 
ed with the unfrequented part of the bay, the in- 
tended course of the vessels was somewhat alter- 
ed ; they anchored at St. Joseph's on the 20th. 
After setting fire to thefortof St. Joseph, which 
seemed not to have been recently occupied, a de- 
tachment of infantry and artillery, under Major 
Holmes, was ordered to Sault, St. Mary's, for 
the purpose of breaking. up the enemy's esta- 
blishment at that place. A few hours before the 
arrival of Major Holmes at the Sault, St Mary's^ 
the northwest agent was apprized of his approach^ 
and succeeded in escaping with a large quantity 
of goods. A large quantity were, however, found 
secreted in the woods, on the American side, — 
These were claimed by the agent of John John- 
son, an Indian trader ; but Major Holmes de- 
clined giving them to Mr. Johnson, << because^" 
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as Major Holmes observed in his loiter to Lieut. 
CoL CroghaDf « it was good prize by the mari- 
timelawof nations, as recognized in the En^&h 
courts, ^witness the ease of Admiral Rodney ad- 
judged oy Lord Mansfield.) Further, because 
Johnson has acted the infamous part of a trai- 
tor, having been a citizen and a magistrate of 
the Michigan territory, before the war and at 
its commencement, and now discharging the 
functions of magistrate under Ihe firilish gov- 
ernment* BecausCf his agents armed the In- 
dians from his storeT-house at our approach; 
and lastly, because, those goods, or a eonsidei*a- 
ble part, were designed to be taken to Miehili- 
mackinac/' 

The expedition reached Michilimackinae on 
the :26th, where the enemy was found so strong* 
ly posted on a height, overlooking the old fort, 
that his reduction by storm, with the small 
force under Col. Croghan, seemed very doubtful. 
It was the colonel's wish, at all hazards, to dis- 
embark in some favourable position, from which 
he might be able to annoy the enemy by gradual 
and slow approaches, under cover of his aKiUe- 
ry, and where, by fortifying himself, he might 
foree the enemy to attack him in his strong po- 
sition ; or draw his Indians and Canadians (his 
most efficient and only disposable force) from the 
hland. 

Being informed, by old residents of the island, 
where a favourable position might be obtained, 
be jBfiected a landing on the 4th August, and 
advanced to the field where an eneampment was 
intended, when he received intelligence that the 
enemy was ahead, of which he was soon convin- 
ced, by a discharge of shot and shells from a 
battery of 4 guns. The colonel; hereon^ chang- 



ed bis position^ (wliioh Vfku Hietk two Ilne8^ the 
militia forming th^ front,) by advaneing Major 
Holmes?s battalion on the right of the jnilitia^ 
thus to outflank him, and, by a rigorous effort ta 
gain his rear* Before this movement eouIQbe. 
executed, a fire from' some Indians, posted in a 
thiek wood, proved fatal to Major Holmes, and 
severely wounded Captain Desha^ the next in 
rauk. This misfortune threw tliat-{)a2»t' of the 
line into confusion^ from wfaieh it was found im-- 
possible to recover it« As the only method left 
of annoying the enemy^ C(d. Croghan orders 
ed a charge to be made on his front by the regn-^ 
lars* The enemy Was thus driven back into the 
woods^ from which an annoying fire was kept up 
by the. Indians. Lieut. Morgan brought up a 
light piece to relieve the left whioh was suflTer- 
ing from a galling tfre ; the excellent practice of 
this piece brought the enemy to fire at a lobger 
distance* 

Col. Croghan finding ihe position^ from which 
the^ enemy was driven not tenable, he determin- 
ed not to continue to expose his men to a danger, 
from which no good result could be etpeeted* — 
He therefor^ oraered a retreat to the shipping* 

Sailing-master Champlin, whose vessel, the 
Tigress, fell into, the hands of the enemy, aiid 
who, with his crew, were prisoners at Michili<- 
mackinac, arrived at Erie in November* Capt. 
Arthur Sinelair, commanding the United States' 
naval force on the upper lakes, states, in a letter 
to the secretary of the navy^ on the authority of 
sailing-master Champlin, that/' the conduct of 
the enemy to our prisoners (the crew of the Ti- 
gress) thus captured, and the inhuman butcher j 
of those who fell into their hands, at the attack 
of Mackinack, has been barbarous beyond a pa- 

X ' 
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rallel* The former tiave been plundered of at- 
inosteTery article of elotfaing they possessed; 
the latter had their hearts and livers taken out^ 
ivhieh were actuaUy eooked and feasted on by 
the savages^.and that too in the quarters of the 
British officers^ sanctioned by CoL M'Dongall." 

The British army, under Gem Drummondf 
being considerably reinforced, there appeared an 
absonite necessity to strengthen that under Gen. 
BroWn, and to make such a diTCrsion or eo-ope« 
ration, as would draw off the enemy from the 
neighbourhood of Fort Erie, or compel him to 
surrender* A Tigorous attack on Kingston must, 
if made, produce the first of these effects ; the 
throwing of a large force into the rear of Gen. 
Drummond, might have the latter effe&L Gen. 
Izard marched from Plattsl^urgh, about the Ist 
September, with a large forc$, which formed a 
junction with Gen. Brown, about the 13th Oeto^ 
her ; thus having, unfortunately^ occuined more 
than 40 days in performing a journey of 253 
miles by land, and a voyage of 90 miles by water 
— total distance from Plattsburgh to Black Boek^ 
343 miles. 

The slow movement of Gen. iJiteard's armv, 
gave to the enemy the time necessary to equip 
the new ship St. Lawrence, of 90 guns, lately 
built at Kingston. The British fleet, with this 
big ship, appeared off Niagara, the 2d Novem- 
ber, and gave to the enemy the command of laka 
Ontario, by which Gen. Drummond could be 
reinforced or taken off, if necessary. It also 
enabled the enemy to threaten Sackett^s Har- 
bour f and Gen. Brown was ordered to the de- 
fence of the Harbour^ leaving Gen. Izard in conot- 
mand at £rie. 
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'13ie campaign in the oeighbourliood of Kiaga>* 
ra inuBt* from the lateness of the season, be 
drawing to a elose t it appeared to Gen. Izard> 
that his army cmild not remain in safety at Erie» 
the fort was therefore destroyed, and the army 
Grossed to Baffkloe^ where it took up winter quar<* 
ters. 

. The army kft at Plattsburgh, after the marc6» 
of Gen. Izard, was. very weak ; the eommand 
devolved on Gen* Maeomb. The enjBmy em* 
braced this opportamty for making an incursion 
into the state of NewA^ork,^on the side of Lake 
Gbamplaifty with a view to seeure a strong posi- 
tion at Grown Point, or Tieonderoga, previous 
to going into wiDter-qunrter s ; and, ultimately^ 
to eo*operatQ with an army, that was to invade 
the state of New-York, or Conneeticut, on the . 
sea-board ; and thus elTect the great object of 
the British government, the political sepuratioa 
of the eastern from the southern states* 

General Sir George Prevost, eommanded the 
British land forces, destined for this servicCf 
consisting of fon^ brigades, each emnmanded by 
a major-general of experience ; a light squadron 
of dra^ions, and an immenee train of artillery^ 
and all the engin-es^ Of war ; the enth'e amount-^ 
ing to 14,000 men, tVbite the troops advanced 
by land, the fleets apparently suj^rior to * the 
Atneriean, advanced by water. To resist this 
overwtelinittg force. Gen. Maeomb liad but 1500^ 
effectives. In aid of this small {breCi the militift 
was hastily assembled. 

The British' governor-general entered the ter- 
ritory of the United States^ on the 1st September^ 
1814, and fixed his head-quarters at the village ^ 
of Champlain ; from whieh^ he commenced av 
mttaek^ by promises and; thireafs^,. on the titiztm^ 
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^ of the United States, previous to tbe more seri- 
ous attacks which were to be simultaneous by 
land and water,* and were effeetualij^ to o¥ef*« 
throw all imposition on bollu 

On the 2d9 the British army marehed from 
Champlain ; on the 5th, it appeared, in full 
fi^ee, before the village of Plattsburgh. No 
iooner was the intention of the enemy discover- 
ed, than the militia was called out ^ those of the 
county of Clinton assembled on the 2d Septem- 
ber, near the village of Cliazy, where they took 
a position* under command of Lieut, Col. Miller* 
On the following day. Gen. Wright took a posi- 
tion. With his brigade, seven mile^ in advance of 
Plattsburgh. On the advance of the enemy, 
CoL Appling, who was placed with bis command 
on the lake road, fell back to Dead-creek, where 
he posted himself, and impeded the approach of 
the pursuers so much by blocking up the passage^ 
that the enemy wascfMupeUed to alter his eourso 
toward the Beekmanto^n road. On Che morning 
of the 6th, the advance of the enemy attaeked 
the militia, about 700, under General Mooers, 
and a small detachment of regulars commanded 
> by Major WooL Unfortunately, a part of the 
militia broke and . fled, the remainder, together 
with the regulars;^ made a bold and masterly op- 

C^sition, retiring slowly and regularly before a 
rge force for six miles, when they . were rein- 
fbrced within a mile of Plattsburgh by a Captain 
liconard and a few men with two pieces of ar- 
tillery. This force, by taking advantage of the 
cover of a stone wall, made a stand and ehecked 
the progress of the enemy, until overpowered by 
superior numbers, it retired, as before, slowly, 
dealing death among the enemy, until it reacli-> 
od the south bank of the Saranacji. where tb|Q 
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pursait df the enemy iiras effeetually - cheeketfr 
and he forced to retire. From this time until^ 
the mornifeig thatwas to decide the fkte of Platts*^ 
burgh atid perhaps of Albany^ continual skir- 
mishings was liept up/ eaeb party preparing itself 
for the bloody conflict. The enemy occupied an 
extent of about three milesy he erected seveo^ 
heavy batteries and fully supplied himself with 
all the usual means of attack. The Americans 
were engaged in annoying the enemy and 
strengthening their own worksb The lith was 
fixed on for the attaek by land and water. At 9^ 
o'ofoek in the morning of that day,- the enemy's^ 
flotilla on Lake Champlain, passed Cumberland* 
head. It consisted of 1 frigate of 32 guas, 1 
brig of t2 guns, 2 sloops of 10 guns eaeh» and< 
^veral galleys. The American fleetlay in Cum- 
berland tmy^ opposite Ptatt^burgh.- The enemyr 
Bfiperior in vessels^ guns^ and number of men^ 
advanced with that confidence^ whieh his supe- 
riority of forcCf inspired J and the bloody con- 
flict began. Com. Thomas Maedonongh com- 
manded the American flotilla. Undaunted, he- 
waited the attack^ trusting in the heroism of a 
little band, which seemeddetermined to conquer^, 
or die. For two hours and Mteen minutes, the 
contest was maiatainedf withan cAstinaey which* 
while it added' to, or rather perfected the re- 
nown already acquired by the American seamen^ 
did not disgrace the vaoqui^edl Modesty seems- 
to be a quaKty* highly possessed I^ the naval > 
eommanders>in the United' States* The follow- 
ing lueonie tetteis written to^ the secretary of the 
navy, by Cohh Mkedonough, is at once a proof ' 
of modesty, and ' a notice of success. 

*< The Almighty has bten pleased to grant u&a 
digiiat victory on Lake Chami^aio, in the capture of 
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jOB^ frigate^ one brig, and two sloops -of wsTi of tlie 
enemy.*' ^ 

^ The Anieriean galleys were about parsulog 
those of the enemy* that were making their es- 
eape* but, it being diseoveredy that all the vessels 
were in a sinking state, it became neeessary to 
annul the signal to chase, and order the men 
Jrom the galleys to the pumps. « I ooold only/' 
fibserved Com. Alacdonongh^ <<.look at the ene- 
my's galleys going off in a shattered eondkioo, 
for there was not a mast in either squadron that 
eould stand to make sail on ; the lower rigg^^g 
being nearly all shot away, hung down as though 
it had been just plaeed over the mast-beads/'--^ 
'' The Saratoga," continued the eommodore^ 
** y^9A fifty-five round shot in her hull j the Con- 
fiance, (enemy's vessel) one hnnired and ficeJ^ 
The following is • a comparative view of the 
number and strength of the vessels engaged, and 
the loss on board them. 

AMBRICAN. 

Guna.Men.KiUed^Woundcd* 
Ship Saratoga 26 210 23 29 ^ 

Brig Eagle 20 120 13 20 

Schooner Ticonderoga 17 110 6 6 

Sloop Preble 7 ^0 2 ' . ,0 

Ten Gun-Boats 1 6 350 3 3 

Total 86 820 52 58 
BBIT18B. 

Frigate Confiance 39 300 50 60* 

Brig Lionet 16 120 20 SO 

Chub (formerly Growler) II 40 6 10 

Finch (formerly Eagle) 1 1 40 8 10 

Thirteen Gun-boats 18 550 o ^ o 

Total 95 1050 84 110 
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- hi the same.hoor that the fleets engaged^ the 
eaemy oi>eDed his batteries on the Ameriean 
forts/ throwing, hundreds of shells, balls and 
Poekets; and attempted^ at the same time, to 
eross the Saranae river, at three different points, 
to assault the American works. At the upper 
ford, he was met by the Vermont volunteers and 
New- York militia. Here a most interesting 
conflict took place; on the one side^ the best 
troops of Britain, led on by her most consum- 
mate oflScers, men and officers selected from 
those soldiers, who,^ under command of the 
Duke of Wellingtim, had acquired the cbarao«* 
ter of << invincibW men who had conquered 
in Portugal, Spain, France, and the Indies ; on 
the other Bide, men not reared to arms, not 
used to battle, most of them born since their 
jsires had. immortalized themselves in eombat 
on thi9 same ground, the descendants of the 
^< Green Mountain-boys'' and of those heroes 
who conquered at Saratoga^ &e» The object* 
of contest was great; on it was, probably,, to 
hang every future CTCut of the war. The en* 
emy fought for the recovery of a territory which 
would make his king the most powerful prince 
in the world ; the officers looked to places of 
emolument, pensions^ grants of land, titles of 
nobility, stars, garters, ribbands, plunder ; hon* 
ours and riches in a thousand shapes and forms : 
the honest American yeomen sought neither 
pay nor pecuniary reward, beyond the daily sti- 
pend of a soldier. But yesterday, they were al 
their ploughs, to-day, they grasped their rifles^ 
and hurried to the threshold of their eountry-^ 
their uRimate reward was to be a confirmatioB 
of the liberties^ entailed on them by their sires^ 
aAPatinuanee of that Jndepejideitee they wer* 



determined to preserve, or not to survive. Tfce- 
eonfliet was infiueneed by feelings which drew 
forth the utmost exertions of Both parties^ and- 
flubstitttted desperation on one side, and unbend** 
ing patriotism on the ether, in place of tliai in- 
differenee or cowardice, which so often lieads 
to disaster and disgrace. Several times were 
the* enemjr repulsed, several times did he re- 
turn to the ford; astonished at this obstinate 
yesistanect from woodsmen, suddenly assembJeit' 
on the oeeasion, the enemy yet believed they 
m ust give way ; again he advances,^ again he is< 
repulsed $ astonished, confounded, dismayed, he 
retires : no longer invincible, ho acknowledges^ 
defeat---defeat from whom? Let Wellington's 
men answer ; or let them send for a reply to 
the mountains of Vermont, or the wilderness 
of New-York< At the bridge near the village^ 
he was repnlsed By the pickets^ and the brave 
riflemen, under Ciapt. Grosvenor, and Ueuten- 
ants Hamilton and Riley | and, at the bridge iir- 
tlie town, he was foiled by* the guards, block- 
houses, and the artillery of the forts, served by 
Captains Alexander Brooks, Richards and Smithy 
and Lieutenants Munford, Smith and CromweU. 
The enemy^s fire was returned with etteet fronr 
the batteries f by suu-setr seven of his newly 
raised batteries were silenced^ and he was seen^ 
retirii^ to his camp. Beaten by land, and by 
wrater, the British governor-general withdrew 
his artillery, and raised the sie^. Uiider favour 
of a ^rk nighty he sent off his heavy baggagCr 
and retreated with hi» whole army towai^s Ca- 
nada^ Ibaving hiS' wounded in the field, and s^ 
vast quantity of provisions, and munitioiis of 
war, which he had not time to destroy. The- 
Ugbt trooQiv votunteers^ and militia^ pursiiefti 
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him on the following day^ capturing several soU 
diersv and covering the escape of 'a great num- 
ber of desel^ters : bad weather preyented the 
pursuit to be continited beyond Chazy. Thus 
have 145000 regulars, with the best British offi*- 
cers, and the best military equipments been bea- 
ten by a regular force of only 1600 men, and 
2500 militia and voiunteers; the militia com- 
manded by Gen. Moores, and the volunteers by 
Gen« Strong. The enemy having retired from 
republican ground, the militia and volunteers 
were dismissed* 

' The o£Seial return of the loss of the Ameri« 
can regulars, amounted to 1 subaltern, .1 seis 
geanty 1 musician, and 34 privates, kiUed-^-total 
37 ; 2 subalters, 1 sergeant-major, 4 sergeants, 
2 corporals, 4 musicians, and 49 privates, wounds 
ed«-^total 62 ; total killed^^ wounded and missing, 
119. 

General M^Comb states the loss of the en- 
emy on the land and lake, at hot less than 2500 
men. 

IfVhile glory and victory attended the armies 
oP^the United States, tire navy eonthiued in- 
creasing it^ number of victories, and private 
armed vessels carried destruction to the etiemy 
in every sea. Even in the British Channel, the 
enem; felt that his thousand ships of war could 
not bring safety to his traders. Insurance to 
cross the channel, rose fi'om a few shillings to 
five guineas (S23,75) per cent. 

In lat. 27, 47 N. Ion. 80, 9, on the 29th April, 
1814, the if. S. sloop of war Peacock, fell in 
with his Britannic majesty's brig'Epervier, ra- 
ting and mounting 18 32-pound carronades, with 
128 men. The Epervier struck her colours af- 
tt^r 9Q action of 42 minutes, and the Iosb of $ 
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men killed^ and 15 \raiifided. Two men were 
slightly wounded on board the Peacock. Both 
Tessels arrived at Savannah^ the prize being 
with difBeulty kept above water. The damage 
suffered by the two vessjek, will be seen by the 
following extract from the official report of Capt, 
Warrington. 

« 

<* Thi8> (the disabling of a fore yard^ with a few 
top masts, and top-gallant back stsiys cut away^ a few 
shot through our sails, is the onl^r injury the Pea- 
cock has sustained. Not a round shot touched our 
hull ; our masts and spars are as sound as ever.— 
When the enemy struck, be had five feet water in 
his hold^ his main top-mast was over the side, his 
main boom shot away, his fore-mast cut nearly in 
two, and tottering, his fore rigging and sbiys shot a« 
way, his bowsprit badly wounded, and 45 shot hoJes 
in his hull, 30 of which were within a foot of his 
water line." 

Vbz Epervll&l^ had iib,d6d dollars in specie, 
onboard. 

The United States' sloop of war Frolic, Jo- 
seph Bdnbridge eommandeih, was eapturedy af- 
ter^ ehase by H. B. M. frigate Orpheus, of 3f 
funs, on the 20th April* A eourt of inquiry, 
eld on board the U. S. frigate Constitution, at 
Kew-Tork, the 20th April, 1815, gave their 
opinion, '< that the same was not lost, tfaroogh 
the fanit, inattention or negligenee. of Captain 
Bainbridge/^ The eourt also reported favoura- 
bly on the conduct of the officers and crew of the 
Frolic. 

His Britanqic majesty^s sloop of. war Rein- 
deer, was captured the sath June, 1814, in lat. 
48, 56 N. ana Ion, 11, 15 W. by the U. S. sloop 
of war Wasp, Capt. J. Blakely. The action 
eoflamenoed at 2^ nifiatos after S P. M. ; at 4^ 
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JBtttQtes past 5) the^enemy was carried hy board- 
ing. The aetion^ for the short time it lasted^ 
was severe, and both vessels and crews suffered 
^considerably. The loss on board the Wasp, was 
principally occasioned by Tepelling the enemy^ 
in two attempts which be' made to board. The 
Beindeer mounted 16 24-pound carronades, 2 
Ipng 6 or 9*pounders9 and a shifting 12-poand 
^arron^Cy with a complement of 118 picked 
men, called, from their appearance, the << pride 
<>f Plymoutb.'' The Reindeer was literally cut 
to pieces, and so complete a wreck, in both bull 
and rigging, that it was found necessary to de- 
stroy her. Her commander, (William Manners, 
Bsq.) and 22 petty officers and seamen, were 
killed; wounded dangerously^ 10 ; severely, IT i 
slightly 15 — total killed and wounded, 75. 

On board the Wasp, there were 5 killed, and 
21 wounded. Six round shot struck the hull of 
the Wasp; a 24*pound shot jessed through the 
fore mast, and a considerable number of grape 
struck, but did not penetrate her sides. The 
"Wasp arrived at L'Orient the 8th July. 

The Wasp sailed from L^Orient on the 27tfa 
August. At half past 9 o^dock, P. M. the Ist 
September, engaged a vessel, supposed to be a 
large brig of war, and forced her to strike her 
flag, at 12 minutes past 10. Tn a few minutes^ 
Capt. Alakely discovered another brig, and pre- 
pared for action ; at 86 minutes past 102 brigs^ 
in sight, when the Wasp was compelled to re- 
linquish her prize. The Wasp lost 2 men kill- 
ed, and had 1 man wounded* The enemy, af- 
ter his surrender, was heard, asking assistance, 
and said he was sinkine. The enemy's vessel 
proved afterwards to be the •Sron. By tlpe 
Sritish details^ it was jacknowlodged> that the 
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two vessek, whicE cdme in fdd of tbe Avoii^ ' 
Vfere the Castilian and Tartarus^ each of them 
of force equal to the Wasp. The Avon Vfent 
to the bottom^ after the surviving part of her 
erew was removed on board the other British 
vessels. The Avon was in the Delaware in 
1810; she then carried 18 S2-pottnd carronades^ 
besides bow and stern guns. 

The Essexy Capt. Porter^ the smallest frigate 
in the American navy^ was destined (o prove im- 
mqnselj injurious to the enemy. Her cruise in 
the Pacific ocean has supplied ample materials 
for an interesting Volume. Capt. Porter not on- 
ly protected the American shipping against tbe 
numerous letters of marque» which the enemy 
had sent into those seas^ but rendered these 
very letters of marque tributary to his plan of 
destroying tbe eneihy's trade^ particularly in the 
fisheries. 

Capt. Porter sailed from the Delaware, the 
^th October^ iS12. On his passage to Rio 
de Janeiro, he captured the British paeket 
Norton, and took out of her 11,000 pounds ster- 
ling, in specie. He arrived at Yalparaiso on 
the 14th March, 1815, where he obtained » fuD 
supply of provisions. He then ran down along 
the coast of Chili and' Peru, fell in with a Pe- 
ruvian corsair, which had on board 24 Ameri- 
eans, the crews of two whale j»hips she haid cap- 
tured on the coast; he threw the guns and am- 
munition of the corsair* into the sea, Kberated 
the Americans^ and afterwariis re-captured one 
of the vessels, as she was entering the port of 
Lima. 

From Lima, Capt. Porter proceeded^ for the. 
Gallipagos Islands. While among this group 
of ishlnds^ he captured the following BtJtisk 



sro 


21 


2 




ir5 


36 


10 


18 


280 


25 


6 


18 


388. 


35 


10 


20 


355 


34 


8 


SO 


330 


21 


8 


30 


270 


25 


11 


20 


270 


39 


8 


18 


357 


31 


1.4 


36 


274 


21 


10 


18 


259 


33 


8 


18 


301 


31 


13 


18 



, KisTost OF mat WAS. 277 

«{iipsf (letters of mftrque) employed oluefly.ia 
the Spermaceti whale fishery. 

Tons.Men, Guna.Piercedfor 
Montezentna 

Policy 

Cr^orgiana 

Greenwich 

Atlantic 

Rose 

Hector 

Catherine 

Serin gapatam 

Charlton 

T^ew-Zealander 

Sir A. Hammond 

3456 302 107 

The Atlantic received tlie new name of the 
Essex-Junior^ was equippied with 20 guns^ and 
her command given to LiejHt. Downs. 

Lieut. Downs eonvoy^d some Qf the prizes to 
Valparaiso; and Capt. Porter on the return of 
liieut. Downsy proceeded witli the other prizes to 
the. island of Nooaheevah, where he oTerhaaled 
liis 6hip9 took on board a supply of provisions, 
und sailed for the .eoast of Chili, on the 12th 
December, 1813. 

Previous to sailing from Nooaheevah, he se- 
cured his prizes under the guns of a battery, 
which he erected, for their protection, and left 
the battery in chai^ of Lieut. Gamble, and 21 
marines, with orders to proceed to Valparaiso, 
after a certain period. A friendly intereourse 
was established with the natives ; and the island 
taken possession of, in the name of tiie United 
States. He arrived on the coast of <^iUthe 
42th January, 1814. . - 
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The detain detailed Ute syecess id tlie feliofr-- 
ing ^ord8 : 

<< I had completely broke up the British naviga- 
tion in the Pacific ; the vessels which had not been 
oaptured, were laid up, and dared not venture out* 
The valuable whale, fishery there, is entirely de- 
stroyed, and the actual injury we have done them, 
may be estimated at two and a half miUions of dol- 
lars, independent of expenses of vessels in search 
of me. They have furnished me amply with sails, 
cordage, cables, anchors, provisions, medicines, and 
stores of every description ; and the slops on board 
them have furnished clothing for the seamen. We 
had, in fact, lived <m the enemy since I had been in 
that sea, every prize having proved a well found 
store-ship for me. I bad not been under the neces- 
«ity of drawing bills on the department for any ob- 
ject and had been enabled to make considerable ad- 
vances to my officers and crew on account of pay.'* 

After arriving at Yalparaiso, he found him* 
self blockaded by two British ships ; the Phos 
be. Com. Hillyar^ carrying SO long 18-poufideTs» 
±6 S^pound carronades, 1 howitzer^ and 6 5- 
poniiders in Ihe tops^ and a complement of ^M 
men ; and the Cherub^ mminimg 28 guns^ and 
having a complement of 180 men ; making, to* 
gethetf 81 gunsy and 500 men* The force of the 
Kssex was 46 guns, 40 d2-pound carronades, and 
6 long l^^s, her crew amounted to 2B5 men. — 
The Essex-Junior mounted 20 guns, 10 18* 
pound earronades, and 10 short B^a, with only 
60 men on board. 

Capt* Porter having sought in vain to bring 
on an action with any one of the enemy, had re«> 
solved on putting to sea, in the hope of outsail- 
ing them. On the 28th of March, i 814, during 
a fresh blow of wind, the Essex parted her lar- 
board cablc^ and dragj^d the starboard anchor 
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dire«t}j to sea. binding bimself in ihia sitaa- 
tion» be hoisted sail, and got under waj. On 
Founding a point of land, a heavy squall struck 
the ship, and carried away her main top-mast^ 
precipitating the men^ who were aloft, into the 
sea. Being chased by the two enemy's ships^ 
and unable to gain his former anehoragCy he ran 
close into a small bay» about three quarters of a 
mile to leeward of the battery, on the east side 
of the harbour, and let go his anchor, within 
jpistol shot of the shore. 

ft was in this situatioti, that his crippled ship 
and reduced crew were . attacked, in a neutral 
port, contrary to the Iaw» of nations, by two 
ships or the enemy. - The Essex was carried^ 
but a prize has ne^er been bought at a dearer 
rate. The action lasted nearly two hours and 
a hair. The Cherub, from her crippled state, 
was compelled to luiul off, but eontinued to fire 
at a distance from her Imig guns. The Pfacebo 
also <^hose, after suflSering considerably^ to fire 
from a distance with her long guns^ while the 
Eiisex could not reach him with her earrona^s* 
There never was a ship more cut np than the 
Essex, nor that snfibred more in men. Seventy 
men^ including officers, were all that remaiiuBd 
after the action, capable of doing duty, and ma- 
ny of these severely woumled. 

The enemy eontmned firing tbr several mi* 
J9Ute8> and killed and wounded many of the erew 
of the Essex, after her colours were struck, and 
in opposite gun fired, to show that resistance- 
had eeased. Capt. Porter conceiving it was in* 
tended to refuse quarter^ was on the point of 
hoisting his colours^ and selling his life as dear 
as possible, when the'Bre of the enemy ceased. 
The Pbtebe was so cut up> that she was^ with' 
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great difficulty worked into Valpat^aisoy and it 
seemed doiibltul^ even after she eaute to anchor^ 
whether she eould be repaired so as to enable 
her to double Cape Horn. She had eighteen 
12-pound shot through her, below her water 
line. Nothing but the smoothness of the water 
saved her from sinking. Had the Phoebe and 
Cherub dared to eome boldly into dose actions 
they would have been undoubteilly defeated.-r- 
The enemy's loss in men eannot be ascertained^ 
but must have been very severe. , That of th^ 
£s8ex was — 

Killed, and haye died sinee of their wounds, 5a 
Severely wounded . • - *. 39 
Slightly wonnded - - - -26 
Missing Si 

Total - - IM. 

It was agreed between Capt, Porter and Con. 
Hiilyar, that the Essex-Junior should be dis- 
armed, and employed as a cartel, to bring €apt. 
Porter and his men to the United States, to be 
there exchanged for an equal number ef Britbh 
prisoners of equal rank. On the 5th July, tlbe 
Essex* Junior arrived off New-York, and was 
overhauled by the British ship Saturn. Capt. 
Porter, judging from the conduct of the British 
officer, that he would violate the terms, under 
which the Essex-Junior had sailed, took to his 
boat; and, after rowing and sailing 40 miles^ 
reaehed Long-Island. 

The winter season, rendering it difficult and 
dangerous for an enemy's fleet to remain on the 
Amencan coast, to the northward of Yirgiiiia, 
it was conjecttti*ed that his blockading sqnadron 
would be moved to the southward, nor was the 
eonjeeture ill founded; It was his intention to 



«i&ct sbmething more permaaently useful^ than 
the robbing of private property. A general a« 
larm prevailed aoioog the inhabitants, partieu^ 
larly in the cities, along the sea coast. It ivas 
also ascertained, that great preparations ivere 
making, and several thousand men collected in 
the West-Indies, with the avowed intention of 
invading some of the southern states. 

At if o'clock, P. M. on the 15th September, 
1IS14, Fort Bowyer, on Mobile Point, vras attack- 
ed by a superior British naval and land force. — 
The naval force was under command of Sir H; 
W. Percy^ and consisted of 2 ships from 24 to 
38 gURs^ mounting 32 pound carronades ; 2 brig9 
from 16 to ±*S guns, mounting 24-ponnd carron- 
ackis, and 3 tenders.^- The land; forces consisted- 
of iOO marines under command of Col. NichoUs, 
a body of Indians under command of Captain^ 
^oodbine^ and a battery of a 12 pounder and' 
howitzer under direction of an officer of the aiK 
tiliery. The American effective force was about 
120 men, of^whom net more than 90 were en^ 

At 4, P. M. the enemy's leading ship« called' 
Die Hermes, having approached sufficiently near, 
the gttn» o£ the battery opened upon her : 'at 20. 
Blinutes past 4> the engagement tecame general* 
Soon after this time, the British land^ f^rees 
were put to flight, by disehai^s of grape and- 
#annister,.from a9pounderv At' 69 P. M..^be 
guns of the Hermes were siflenced,.and she drifi^^ 
ed out, and ^M>unded within 600 yards of the* 
Battery, where she continued to be fired on, un- 
til ni^U At sun*set Ae other Tesseli out their 
cables, and stood off, und^r a tremendous fire 
Ik&ax tluB battery. At a quarter past 7, the 
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Misiissippii at a point, about 9 miles from Metr- 
Orleans. General Jackson advaneeit against 
him, determined to attaek him in his first posi- 
tion. The attack vasjnade in the night of the 
23d Deeember, at half past seven o'clock. It 
was commenced by a fire from the schooner Ca- 
roline, which dropped down the riTcr, in order 
to open on tlie rear of the camp. This was the 
signal for Gen. Coffee to &I1 on the right, while 
Gen. Jackson attacked the left near the river— 
It resulted hooourabi; to the American arms ; 
bat prodaeed nothing decisive. The enemy's 
force amounted to about 3000 men $ that of Gen. 
Jaekson did not exceed 1500. The conflict last* 
ed an hour, and was supported with great firm* 
ness. Gen. Jackson remained on the field untif 
four o'elock in the morning, when he took a new 
position two miles nearer the city ; having lost 
in this affair, 24 killed, 111^ wounded, and 74 
pissing — ^total 213, 

The enemy sueceeded, on the 27tfi, in blowing 
up the CaroUne, (she being becalmed) by raeans^ 
of hot shot, from a land battery, erected in the 
night. On the 28th, he advanced, with his 
whole force, against Gen. Jackson, in the hope 
of driving him fhmi his position, and with this 
view opened a fire with bombs and rookets, at 
the distance of about half a mile. The enemy 
was repulsed, with a loss of about 120 men. The 
Americans lost 7 killed and had S wounded. 

On Sunday morning, the 1st Januarys iS±Br 
the enemy had advanoed within 600 yards of Ae 
American breast works, under cover of ni^^hi 
and a heavy fog, and had erected the preeediiur 
inght, three di&rent batteries, mounting in afi 
±B guns, from 6's to 32's. About eight o*eIoek, 
Yfara. the fog deared ^ they eojmmeneed a mostx 
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tremendous fire upon the Aniericans^ but it \ra8 
amply returned hy ihem, and a heavy cannonad- 
ing was kept up^ without the least interval on 
oitiier side^ except that occasioned by the lexplo- 
sion of a magazine in the rear of one of the 
American batteries^ and another magaaine in 
tjie nightf owing to the enemy's Congreve rock- 
ets. By four o'clock' in the afternoon^ the 
Americans had dismounted ail the enemy's guns^ 
except two* They retreated, during the night, 
to their strong hold, about a mile and a quarter 
from the American camp. Twice did' the^ene- 
my attempt to storm and carry the American 
batteries, but were as often deceived. On New- 
Year*s day, the loss of the Americans was 11 
killed, and 23 badly wounded. That of the en- 
emy, from the accounts t>f two prisoners taken 
on *^that day, and three deserters afterwards, 
must have been much greater. 
' According as the woodsmen arrived to the 
aid of Gen. Jackson's army, they \vere disposed 
of to the best advantage, for the purpose of de- 
fence; but these forces not being of a very ef- 
ficient nature, especially as the men could not 
be all provided with the necessary arms, the 
general could not attempt any thing against an 
enemy, who was thus left to pursue, undisturb- 
ed, his laborious operations. 
: During the days of the 6th and 7th, the en- 
emy had been actively employed in making pre- 
parations tw an attack on Jackson's Uaes. — 
With infinite labour, they had succeeded on the 
night of the 7th, in getting their boats acr^s^ 
from the lake to the river, by widening and 
deepening the canal, on which they had effected 
their disembarkation. 
Gen. Jackson was on the left side of the riveVj 
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patientlj waiting the attack. Gen. Morgan, 
with the New-Orleans contingent ; the Louisi- 
ana militia^ and a detachment of Kentnckj 
troopSf oeeupied an entrenched camp on the op« 
posite side of the riTcr^ protected hy strong bat- 
teries on the bank, superintended by Comroo- 
dore Patterson. 

On Sunday, the Sth, at 6 1-2 o'clock^ A. Af » 
the enemy began a yery heavy eanaoaade upon 
the American lines, from his batteries of 16 and 
13 pounders, supported by the musketry of 2500 
men, who marched in elose columns, and ad- 
ranced nearer than musket shot distance to tho 
entrenchments, armed with rockets, obuses, and 
fS&cines, to storm the batteries : they directed 
their principal attack against the head of the 
line, flanked by the riter, and upon the left rest- 
ing upon the eipress swamp, as well as against 
the tirailleurs and riflemen, placed above the 
said swamp ; the roaring of the guns, and firing 
tf the musketryy lasted two hours and a quar- 
ter ; the enemy's mortars, aldiough direetiil ar 
gainst the centre, did no harm to the troopsr 
the bursting of their bombs in the works was of 
no efllbct. Two British officers, and one Fre^eh 
engineer, of the name of Rennie, who had gain* 
ed the summit of the American parapet, fsee 
frontispieeefj was killed or wounded, and made 
prisoners; (the engineer and one colonel was 
killed f) after this terrible affair, the field, iu 
firont of the works, was strewed with British 
wounded and killed. 

Gen. Jackson thus briefly details the partien- 
lars of attack. 

*J In my encampment every thing was ready fop 
action ; when early on the morning of the 8th, the 
I0emy, after throwiog a shower of iwmbs and Con- 
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grcre rockets, advanced their columns at iiijr right 
and left, to storm my entrenchments. I cannot speak 
sufficiently in praise of the firmness and deliberation 
with which my whole line received their approach. 
More could not have been expected from veterann 
inured to war. For an hour, the fire of small arms 
was as incessant and severe as can be imagined.— 
The ardljery, too, directed by officers who displayed 
«qual skill and courage, did great execution. Yet 
the columns of the enemy continued to advance with 
a firmness which reflects upon them the greatest 
credit. Twice, the column, which approached me 
on my left, was repulsed by the troops of General 
Carrol, those of Gen. Coffee, and a division of the 
ILentucky militia, and twice they formed again, and 
renewed the assault. At length; however, cut to 
pieces, they fled in confusion from the field, leaving 
it covered with their dead and wounded.'* 

Simultaneously with the attaek on 6en. Jack- 
^on's lines, an attack was made on the works of 
Gen. Morgan. Had the enemy been met with 
resolution in this attack, it must have produced 
his entire destruetion ; but, unfortunately, the 
Kentucky reinforcements ingloriously fled, draw- 
ing after them^ by their example, the remainder 
of the forces^ and leaving the batteries to the 
«nemy ^ not, however, until after the guns were 
spiked. \l^hile General Jackson was preparing 
to dislodge the enemy from the captured battery^ 
the British troops were withdrawn^ and the post 
re-occnpied by the Americans. 

The return of the killed, wounded, and prison- 
ers, taken at the battle of Mao Prardies plan- 
tation, on the left bank of the Mississippi, on the 
jnorning of the Bth January, 1815, and five miles 
below the city of New-Orleans, consisted o&->. 
liilled, 700 ; wounded^ 1^60 ; prisoners^ BOB'^ 
total 2600. 
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Among the slainy i¥ere General. Sir Edward 
Packcnham^ ilie chief, and Gen. Gibbs^ the third 
in command; Gen. Keane^ the second in com- 
msindy lyas severely grounded. Gen. Lambert 
succeeded to the command. 

flis tota] loss^ in the diiTerent engagements, 
ivas not probably less than 3500; and^was, by 
many, supposed to exceed 4000. The loss to 
the Americans, on the 8th, on both. sides of tbc 
river, \i*as 15 killed, S9 wounded, and li^ missings 
total killed, iiounded and missing, this day, 71 ; 
of this number there wei^e biit 6 killed, and 7 
vounded, in the action of the line. 

The enemy intended to pass Fort Philip, in 
order to co-operate with the land forces in the 
attack on New- Orleans. On the 9th January, 
at half past 3, P. M. the enemy's bomb vessels 
opened their fire against the fort, from 4 sea- 
mortars, 2 of them 13 inches, and 2 of 10, at so 
great a distance, that the. shot from the. fort 
could not reach him. The enemy's tire contin- 
ued with little intermission, and with little in- 
terruption from the • fort, during th^ 10th, lllh, 
12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th and irth. On the 
evening of the 17th, a heavy mortar was got ia 
readiness, and opened on the enemy, with great 
effect. At day light on the 18th, the enemy re- 
tired, after having thrown upwards of 1000 heavy 
shells, besides small shells, from the howitzers, 
round shot and grape, which he discharged from 
boats, under cover of the night. Scarcely ten 
feet of the garrison remained untouched ; yet 
the loss of men was small, consisting of 2 killed, 
and 7 woimded. . This saving of men was owing 
to the great pains taken by the officers to keep 
their men under cover. 

All the enemy's movements, after the action 
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lyf the 8th of Jamiary^ vere calculated to secure 
his retreat, should such prove necessary^ as ap- 
pearances then indioated that it«would« Their 
inteDtion was^ however^ masked by a menacing 
attitude, as if preparing for a renewal of the at<^ 
tack on Jackson's line. .They had erected bat- 
teries to trover their retreat, in advantageous 
positions, from their original encampment to the 
JRay^Uy through which they entered lake Bourg<« 
ne. The cannon placed on these batteries could 
have raked a pursuing army in every direction. 
The situation of the ground, through which they 
retired, was protected by canals, redoubts, en^ 
trenchments, and swamps on the right; and the 
river on the left. 

In this state of things, Jaekson had an oppor- 
tunity of showing his prudence, as he before 
proved his courage, ami, by uniting both quali* 
ties, perfected the general. Since the action of 
the 8th, the artillery, on both sides of the river, 
was constantly employed in annoying the enemy. 
An attempt to storm his batteries- would have 
produced great slaughter among the Americans, 
been doubtful of success, and might possibly 
have induced the enemy to delay his departure. 
It was therefore resolved by Gen. Jackson to se- 
cure the advantage obtained, with the least pos- 
sible loss or hazard. 

An hope which the enemy had of reducing 
fort Philip, had vanished; aiidcn the night of 
the 18th they precipitately decamped, and re- 
turned to their shipping, leaving behind them 80 
of their wounded, 14 pieces of heavy artillery, 
atid an immense number of ball, having destroy- 
^ much of their powder. 

Mr. Shields, purser in the navy, wrote letters 
4»n the ifith and 17th of January, to Mr. NUes^ 
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of Baltimore^ contwning much informalioti, from 
vhioh the foUotving is extracted : 

'« The day after the gun-boats were taken, I was 
sent down under a flag of truce, to ascertain the fate 
of our officers and men, with power to negotiate an 
exchange, especially for the wounded. But the en- 
emy would make no terms— they treated the flag 
with contempt, and myself and the surgeon, who 
was with me, as prisoners, unm the 18th inst. He 
lias now lowered his tone, and begs the exchange 
that we offered. Defeat has humbled this -arrogance 
of the enemy, n»Uhad promised hi^ toldier a forty- 
eight houv pillage and rapine of thi City of Jvevt- 
Orleana / .'" 

On the authority of judge Poindexter, it is 
stated, that "the wiitch-word and countersign 
of the enemy, on the morning of the 8(h, was 
BE AUTt and BOOTY. Comment is unneces- 
sary on these significant allusions held out to a 
Mcentibus soldiery. Had victory declared on 
their side, the scenes of Havre de Grace, of 
Hampton, of Alexandria, andof St,^ Sebastians, 
vfowU, without doubt, have beep re-acted at N. 
Orleans, with all the unfeeling and brutal inhu- 
manity of the savage foe with whom we are con- 
tending/' , „ nj, 4 

Thus ended, in disgrace and discomhture to 
the enemy, an expedition which occupied sevc- 
1^1 months in its preparation, and was compos- 
ed of at least 10,000 troops, drawn from al- 
ynost every part of the world, where the Bri- 
tish had garrisons or soldiers. Nothing was 
left undone to secure the occupation of an im- 
mense province j and the command of a river ei- 
tending thousands of miled through the most 
fertile countries in the world ; and onvirhieh se- 
veral of the United States depended as^an^utle* 
,aud market for their pto<luee. 
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' That a permanent oceu{)atioii of New- Orleans^' 
and the state of Louisiana, was intended) .can 
seareeljr be doubted. The faet that reveiiue ^ ^^ 
and Other civil bffieers, to reside at New-Or-^ 
kaos/ were on board the fleet, is a sufScicut 
evidence of this fact, as well as it is of the eer-H 
tatntj^ \Vith which victory was counted on; nor 
is this rendered ddubtfulf by the ciroumstaoce^' 
that the battle was fought after the ttefii^ of 
peace was ratified by the British government.- 
The expedition against New-Orleans was plan- 
ned long berore the signing of peace/ and at a 
time when the wavering and qnibbling policy of 
England induced the American commissioners^ 
at Ghenty to write to their government, ** that 
no hopes of peace, as likely to result from it^ 
(the negotiation) could be ent^rtaihed.'^ 

From an official account, it appeared^ that 
thcncQ.ber of.mcn unc(cv commapd of General^ 
Jaeksc^it, and actually engaged agaipst the en- 
emy, on .the 8th January, amounted to49i398. — 
The enemy's foree» l>y his own account^ exceed n- 
ed 10,000. . . ' * > 

By an article in sL Jamaica paper^ of the. 3d 
December^ it wad stated^ that the expedition 
th6n prepared to go against the United States,, 
under command of Sir Alexander Gochrane, and 
Maj. Gen. Ke4ne, (the same that afterwards. en- 
tered the Misffissippi,) consisted of 1 ship of 80. 
guns, 5 of 74, 3 of fiO, 1 of 44, 6 .of 38, 2 0^36, 
3 <rf32, 3 of 16, 2 of 14, and 3 of 6 guns— Totat 
2SVcarrying 1084 guns, besides a great num-', 
ber of cutters, transports, &c. 

On the 21 st Jan. Gen* Jackson directed aa ad- 
dress to be publicly read at the head of each of 
the corp^ composing the lines near New-Orleans.< 
It must iiave been a difficult and delicate task to> 
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do JQgtiee to indWidoalSf urbere all aeted so vellf 
proving^ in the general's ¥^ords« << that a rampart 
of high minded men is a better defeneei than 
the most regular fartifieation/' 

This address contained the following emphali* 
#^al paragraph. 

^ Reasoning always from false principles thej 
(the enemy) expected little opposition from men 
vhose^oflicers even were not in unifomii wbo were 
2|>;noraDt of the rules, of dressf and who had never 
been caned into discipline— fatal mistake ! a fire in^ 
cessantly kept up, directed with calmness, and whh 
unerring aim^ strewed the field with the brave offi^ 
cers and men of the column, which slowly advanced^ 
according to the most approved rules of European 
tacdcij and was cut down by the untutored courage 
of the American militia. Unable to sustain this gd^ 
iing and unceasing fire, some hundreds nearest the 
entrenchments edited for quarters, which waa grants 
^u— the rest^ retreating, were rallied at some di^- 
tance, but only to make them a surer ihark for the 
grape and cannister shot of our artillery) whicbf 
without exaggeration, mowed dovm mhole rank^ at 
every diacharge ; and, at length| they precipitately 
retreated from the field.'' 

The following offieers and volunteers are par- 
iieularly noticed by the general : Generals Ccf- 
fee, Carroll, Adair, De Flanjao, Villere, Mor« 

fan, Humbert,Yaeting as a voluntefer,) Mexicao; 
'ield Marshal Don Juan de Anavar, (volunteer;) 
Colonels Ross, Dyer, Gibson, Elliot, M<Bea» 
Perry, De la Ronde, Haynes, Piatt, Anderson, 
filled,) and Adjt. Gen. CoK BuUer; Lieut. 
C<A. Lauderdale, skilled i) Majors Hinds^ Blan* 
ehe, Carmao, St. Ueme, Nicks, Chotard, D^vis, 
Hampton, Tat urn, Lacalliere de la Tour, and 
La Caste and Dagain, commanding two eorps of 
coloured men; Captains Baker, Hainphreys^ 



Soyary^ BeaU Ogdeo^ Lei^isf Livingston, Lefe- 
bre^ Piattchard^ SmUb, Grifiiay Mabon, (killed,) 
Pace, (killed*) and the brothers Lafitte and Do- 
minique, and Belluehe, (Barratarians ;) Lieii- 
tenants M<Clellan, (killed,) Dupy, Spotts, Kerr, 
Alexis^ Crawford^ (killed,) and Leach; Com- 
modore Patterson, Captain Ilenley, XieutenanU 
IVorris and Growly, and Midshipman Erasmus 
Watkins, of the navy; Aids-de-camp Thos.*p» 
Butler, John Reed, Livingston, Duncan, Grymes, 
I>upless]s, and De Castera; Doctors Kerr and 
Flood ; Judge Lewis, (volunteer ;) and Messrs. 
Chauveau, Hiriart, Latrobe, Gilbert, Bosquet^ 
and Decoin. 

Several desperate eharacters, citizens of the 
United- States, as well as foreigners, natives of 
difibrent countries, had associated themselves 
into a band of pirates, undei: the chief Lafitte^ 
and had taken up their residence in the island 
of Barritaria, near the month of the Mississippi. 
The government of the United States caused this 
unlawful establishment to be broken up. Th« 
expedition against the Barritarians, took posses- 
sion of all the piratical vessels^ their priees, and 
a:^^eonsiderable quantity of arms ai^d property^ 
mthout opposition, on the 16tb September, 1814, 
The vessels thus, taken, consisted of six schoo- 
lers, and one felucca, cruisers and prizes of the 
pirates, one brig, a prize, and 2 armed schooners, 
both in line of battto with the armed vessels of 
the pirates. The establishment on shore, which 
was also taken possession of, consisted of about 
40 houses. The pirates had mounted on their 
yessels 20 pieces of cannon, of difierent calib|[^!^ 
and their number consisted of between 600 and 
1000 men, of all nations and colour^. The ex* 
|!i^tion against the pirates was under command 
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miCwm. Fiilcnop, of the arnvj, hmmg m bMrd 
% deCMfaB€«t •( Ijnd tt—piij wMler «oBHHuid ef 

The fiitritiriaB grates t«ok pvt io the de- 
temte ef Kew-Ockus, aganst the IMtisfa, wmi 
were both active aad scrviecabku It was, also^ 
satisfaelerily aseertaiaed, that ihey had, pren- 
eat to their diipersioiiy fefased aa alliaaoe with 
the British, rejeetiag the most sedoeiag tenna 
of ioTitatioB. Indoecd, bj these eoasiiieratioos^ 
and at (he reooaiaMadatioa of tiie gcaerad as- 
semUj of the state of liDtti^ana, the Pre&ideDt 
of the Uaited Stales graated to saeh of them 
as aided io defeaee of Mew-Orleans, a fall pii;* 
doD for all oflfenees agamst t!ie laws of the Unit-^ 
ed States, eomviiUed prenous to the 81h Jami- 
afTf tSlS. 

The eaemy, after Iieiog defeated near New- 
Orleans, turned his attention to the state of 
Georgia; and, from appearaaees, intended a 
irisit to Savannah. The onprepao^ state of 
Georgia, and the drcadful-^eharacter of the en- 
emy, eansed a great alarm among the inhdii- 
iants of (be state; 

On (he lltb JaAoary, 1815, the enemy« to 
the number of 1500 or 2000 men, efieeted a 
landing on Cumberland island. On the ISA, 
Point Fetre was carried by storm; and, on the 
jToIIowing day, St. Mary's eapitulated, in leon* 
sequence of a flag sent from the inbaliitants of 
the town. The enemy eraeuated Point Petre 
and St. Mary's, the 21st January, aft^^-imrniag 
ibe barracks, and blowing up the fort. Had the 
enemy attempted Savannah, he would have met 
a reeeption similar to that experienced at JWew* 
Orleans. No people ever turned out more gen» 
erally, or with mmre alaeri%> than the men of. 



Georgia. The militia, in every part of the- 
state^ were in moiioo, when, the flews of peaces 
and retreat of the enemy, reaehed them. While 
the enemy was marching against Point Peti*e,^ 
Capt. Massias, of the- 1st U, S. rifle corps, vX the 
head of 60 men, attempted to oppose 1000, com* 
n^itted considerable havoc among the enemy, 
and Tetreatedji with, the loss of. 1 killed, 4 wouod- 
ed, and 9 missii^*. 

The fortress of Mobile, within tlm limits of 
^he purchase of Louisiana, had been retained by 
the Spaniards, notwithstanding its^ purchase by 
the United States. The war between Great- 
Britain and the United States rendered it ne- 
cessary to oeenpy this place, lest it should fall 
into^tbe possession of tlie enemy^ On the 15th: 
April, 1813, General Wilkinson appeared before 
it, at the head of a respectaUe force ; when, the 
garrison being sir mmoned to surrender, the Spa- 
nish troops were immedrately embarked for Pen- 
saeola; and Mobile taken: possession of by the 
United States' troops. 

Pensacola, although a ^ Spanish post, was not 
properly entitled to the oharacter: of neutral,-^ 
The conduct of the Spanish governor left no. 
doubt as to bis attachment ta- the British, and 
his hostile disposition toward the United States. 

Pensacola was an asylum fov hostile Indians ; 
at Pensacola, they were armed;. provisioned, and 
paid. 'Pensacola was a depot of British arms, 
a home for traitors to the United States^ and a 
place of rendezvous for every ally of thieeBemyy 
whether white, black, or red . 

As soon as the war in Europe was likely to^ 
end, and Britain at liberty to direct her whole 
fiiree against the United States, th<e understand- 
ittg irith the g^yornor of . Fi^da^^became less 
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masked, and the BrilUb officers boldly dated 
their public aetfirfrom << Uead'>C(uarter89 Pensa* 
cola.*' 

It was, under these oircumstaoces, determin* 
. ed to attack die British at their head-quarterSf 
and to storm the town, although defended by 
strong lotteries, and supported by seven armed 
British vessel in the bay^ On the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1814, the attack was made, under the com* 
mand and direction t)f Gen. Jackson, The fol- 
lowing animated report of the assault, was made 
by General Jackson, in a letter to Governor 
Early: • 

«' Icntcred sword' in hand^ with about 3000 brave 
followers, in the face of Spanish batteries, and a 
British fleet of 7 sail, anchored abreast and opposite 
the town. The English, by intrigue and base false* 
hood, induced the Spaniards to abandon the works 
commanding the harbour, entered them »id blew 
them up, otherwise they would have fallen a sacri- 
fice to their own plans* When thisvtook place, the 
fleet being at liberty to go out, did so ;. and I evacu- 
ated the town, leaving the Spaniards favourably im- 
pressed with our conduct, and disgusted wth their 
British friends." 

Fort Bowyer was closely besieged by land smd 
water, on the 8th February, 1815, by a very 
large force of the enemy. The garrison eon- 
sisted of 36a men, idcluding oflicers, commanded 
by Lieut. Col. W. Lawrence. The enemy ad- 
vanced by regular approaches, and was within 
oertain musket shot of the parapets of the fortt 
on the land side, when the garrison was surren- 
dered, on the l^th, by capitulation. — ^There were 
but few lives lost on either side. 

On the 24tb February, 6 barges of the enemy 
proceeded up, the river. St. Mary's, with a rmw^ 
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to buro tho mills belonging to Mr. A. Clark.--^. 
They ivere opposed by a few patriots from lite 
Florida shore^ when the boats tacked about to 
retreat ; at this momentf about SO men attacked 
them from aa ambush on the opposite shore.— 
The enemy was thus placed between two fires, 
which eoniinued to gall him until he reached a 
part of the river^ where, by keeping the centre, 
he was beyond the reach of the fire from both 
shores. The' enemy lost upwards of 100 men. 
The Americans had paly one man wounded. 

The.U. B. ship President, Com. Decatur, sail-* 
ed on a cruise from New-York, the i4th Janu- 
aryji 1815. The ship, in going %\ev the bar^ 
grounded, and suffered so much in consequence, 
as evidently to affect her sailings and was the 
oau#e of her subsequent capture, by a superior 
foroe »f the. enemy. At 5, A; iS:^n tfe^l^ihi 
the President fell in with the enemy's squadron, 
consisting of the- Majestic, razee ; Endymion, 
Pomone, TenelFos, and Despatch brig. Hie 
injury done to the President, when she ground* 
ed off the Hook, prevented her outsailing the 
enemy's fle^t. The Endymion (mounting fifty 
guns, %it pounders, on the main deck) having apf. 
proaehed within gun-shot, commenced a firing 
at 5, P. M. more with a view to delay than to 
try strength with the President. The latter, 
however, was enabled to bring her guns so fkr 
to bear, as to silence the Endymion, and to put 
her, by 8 o'clock, fully out of combat, so much 
Orippled, that she 'could, with great difiiculty, be 
worked, or kept afloat. The near approach of 
the other ships, obliged the President to aban- 
don a vessel, that must, if not supported by her 
consorts, have surrendered. The Pomone and 
Tenedos, ^ame up and engaged the President at 



29S HISTORY eF THE WAK* 

the same time, the Majestic being also within 
gun-shot. It being useless alid imprudent to 
engage so over{>owering a force> Com. Deeatur 
sU'uck his flag, and "vvent on board the Majes- 
tic, where he delivered his sword to Capt.' JEIays, 
the senior officer of the squadron, who' politely 
returned it. The written parole granted to 
Com. Deeatur, specified his having surrendered 
the President to a British squadron; thus si- 
lencing those who wished to have it understood, 
that the Commodore struck his flag to a singk 
ship. The .prize money, arising ft*om the cap- 
ture of the I'resident, was divided among the 
crews of the squadrouf by whieh she was cap- 
tured. 

The loss on board the enemy could not be as- 
eertsrined; that oif the President consisted of ^ 
fciTied>'alitT?0 "^vdutrted;*"- Among (lie lulled* were 
Lieutenants Babbit, Hamilton, and Uoweli. 

Commodore Decatur, in his ofllicial report, 
wrote that ** a considerable number of bis Ulkd 
and wounded was from the fire of the Pomorie; 
and that the Endymion had on board, in addition 
to her own crew, 1 lieutenant, 1 niaster's mate, 
and 50 seamen, belonging to the Saturn ; and 
when the actjon ceased, was left motionless and 
unmaQageabie, until she bent new«ails, rove new 
rigging, and fished her spars ; nor did she join 
the squadron until six hours after the aetion, and 
three hours after the surrender of the Presi- 
dent.'* • 

The U. 8. frigate Constitution, Capt. Stewart, 
sailed from Boston, in December, 1814. Whea 
oft' Madeirs^, on the evening of the 20th Pebm- 
ary, 1S15, she fell in with his Britannic majesty's 
sliips Cyane and Levant, which she captured, 
after, an aetion of W minutes. ^ 
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The Cyane is a frigate built ship^ mounting 
3I> carriage guns^ viz. ^2 d2-pound carronades 
on the gun-deck^ 8 18-pound carronades on the 
quarter-deck» 2 18-pound carronades, and . 2 
long '9's5 on the forecastle, Vfiih a complement 
of 180 men. The Levant mounted 21 carriage- 
guns5 tIz. 18 S2<^pound ear^onades, 2 long 9's, 
and a shifting 12-pqunder, on the top-gallant 
forecastle', i^ith a complement of 156 men, 
.The enemy?s;vesscls suflfered severely in spars, 
rAgging, and sails. The Constitution received 
little injury, having hut 4 men killed, and 10 
mounded. The Cyane had 7 killed, and 17 
ivounded; the Leyant, 9 killed, and 17 wounded. 
On the 12th March, tlic Constitution and her 
prizes, feir in with three British frigates. The 
frigates kept together, in chase of the Constitu- * 
lion, lest^ by separating they might be capture A 
in suecessioiu The Constitution outsailed and 
escaped the enemy's squadron; the Cyane arriv- 
ed at New- York ; and the Levant was att^ked 
and taken by the British squadron, in the har- 
bour of Porto Praya, in the Island of St. Jago, 
jn violation of the neutrality of the port, and 
contrary to the laws of nations. . The Constitu- 
tion arrived safely in the United States. 

/On the 19th July, 1813, the U. S. brig of war 
Syren, of 16 guns, ''was captured after a chase 
of 11 hours, by his Britannic majesty's frigate 
Medway. During the chase the Syren threw 
overbpand all her guns, boats, anchors, cables, 
send spars. 

On the 25th May, 1815, the President of the 
United States informed Congress, that his ina«> 
jeaty the Emperor of Russia, had oflered his 
mediation, in order to facilitate a peace between 
Oreat-Britain and the United States^ that the 
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offer vwas accepted b; the Fresideiity and that 
three eitizens had been eommissioned to treat 
accordingly. » 

On the meeting of Congress in December fbl^ 
loDTingy the President, in his message ta both 
houses, informed them, that Great-Britain had 
declined negotiating under the mediation ef 
Bussia* ' 

Notwithstanding this refusal of tbe British 
government, to accept the Russian mediation, 
the British ambassador, at the court of St* Pe- 
tersburg, directed a lettery in September, to the 
Russian government, intimating a desire to 
treat immediately with the American plenipo- 
tentiaries. 

Lord Castlereagb, seoretary of state to his 
^Britannic majesty, enclosed a copy of the above 
n<fte in a letter of the 4th November, to the 
secretary of state of the United States, at the 
city of Washington, proposing that tbe two go* 
vernments would • enter into direct negotiation, 
for a termination of the war, on terms that 
would be mutually advantageous ; and tliat the 
negotiations would be entered- into at Grotten- 
burg or London. The proposition was prompt* 
ly acceded to by tbe American government, fix* 
ing on Gotteobui^ as the place of negotiation. 

The senate confirmed, on the 19Ui January, 
1814, the nomination, by the President, of John 
Quinoy Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry Clay, 
and Jonathan Russell^ as ministers to treat fbr 
peace with British commissioners at Gotten- 
burg. It was afterward agreed, that the. treaty 
should be held at Ghent. 

So indecisive and equivacating was the emi- 
duct of British ministers, that many persons 
doubted vhether any commissioners would be 



HISTORY OF THE VfAM. iOi 

mpj^inted oti tlie part qf Britain; and, when 
appointed, i^ ,w^s pretiy generall; believpd that 
the appointment wa» merely pr&formaf without 
toy intention to agree to reasonable terms of 
peaee* , . 

^. The British government s^pointed, as their 
eommissionersf Lord Gambier, Henry Goiilburn, 
£sq« and William Adams, Esq. These person- 
ages arrived at Ghent the 6th August. 

. At the first meeting with the American com- 
missioners, terms were offered on the part. of 
*£Qgiand> so degrading and offensive to the Unit- 
ed States^ that it was impossible to accept them ; ^ 
and, as.some of tliem were offered in the form • 
of a sine qua norit there remained not a hope of 
a speedy negotiation of hostilities. 

The news, when arrived in the United States^ 
roused at>onee the pride and the energy of the' 
Ration ; and produced an union of sentiment, that 
presaged future glory and success. 

it was now evident, that the negotiations at 
Ghent, hung on those then pending before a con- 
gress of the ministers of several potentate^ as* 
»&mbled at Yienna, for 'settling a general peace 
in Ettrope. 

It is easy to conceive, that the task to'be per- 
formed by the congress at Vienna, was difficult. 
Wrapped up in state secrecy/ and influenced by 
state intrigues,. the course of negotiation at Ti- 
enna, was, in a great degree, withheld from the 
public eye. The continued armaments of Eu- 
ropeto powers, and the milKary parade with 
which the Duke o^ Wellington appeared in Bel- 
gium, even before the Emperor of Elba ceased 
to be a pensioner of liOuis XTIII, led to the sds- 
pieion> that the rights of European^ sovereigns 
must b0 settled by a new effusion of the bloodT of 
their subjects. 

Aa 
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Whatever inoU?e may have infiueneed the 
British governments it is certain, that a very 
isuddeo change of tone was produced on their 
part. The consequence was, that a treaty of 
peace, between Great Britain and the United 
States, was signed at Ghent, the 24th I>eceinber, 
1814, by Lord Ganibier, Henry Goulburn, and 
"^Villiam Adams, as commissioners on the part 
of England ; . and by John Quincy Adams, J. A. 
Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathan Radsell, and Al- 
bert Gallatin, as commissioners on the part of 
the United States ; ratified at London the 28th 

the same month, and ratified at the city of 
Washington, on the 17th February, 1815. 

The terms of the treaty being considered 

nourable to the country, and satisfactory to 
le citizens, their ratification was followed bv 
he most general and enthusiastic joy, accom- 
panied by illuminations, &c. &c. in every part of 
the union. 

Measures, early as possible^ were taken lo 
bring home, and restore to their country and 
friends, a great number of American prisoners, 
confined in the depots in England. Among 
these were many, who, having been impressed, 
and forced to serve the British government for 
many years before the war, had, on that occa- 
sion, refused to fight against their country and 
friends ; and were, in consequence, treated as 
prisoners of war, although not taken in time of 
war, or in arms. 

An unfortunate event prevented many of the 
unhappy prisoners from revisiting their country; 
or sent them to it, with marks of British bar- 
barity, which will remain on them for life. 

On the 6th April, 1815, Capt. T. G. Short- 
land, keeper of the prison of Dartmoor, having 
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discovered a small hole in one of the inner walls 
of the prison^ matle it a pretext for drawing out 
the army against the prisoners. The alarm bell, 
instead of causing ^he prisoners to retreiat to 
their prisons, induced many of them to press 
forward to diseover the cause : this was certain- 
ly more a proof of innocence^ than of any pre- 
meditated attempt to escape from a place^ 
whence they must have heen soon released, with- 
out the risk of life. The measures taken, by 
order of Shortland, previous to the massacre^ 
were calculated to prevent the return of the 
prisoners who were thus left the more exposed 
to the fire of the soldiery. While thus embar- 
rassed, they were charged by the soldiery ; and 
white, running in great confusion to discover the 
few doors left open for their escape into the pri- 
son, they. were fired on by the centinels on the 
v^alls. In this manner^ t were killed, and CO 
wounded. A committee of the prisoners investi- 
gated this transaction, and gave in their report, 
all the appearance of a foul and premeditated 
JODkurdcr. 

. The British government in order to lessen this 
stigma on its officers, agreed to have an investi- 
gation made by two persons5 one to be appoint- 
ed by the British minister^ the other by the 
American. F. S. Larpent was appointed by the 
former, and Charles King by the latter. The re- 
port of these commissioners certainly softened 
the apparent culpability of Shortland, but the 
correctness of the report has been denied by the 
prisoners, not by any wilful representation of the 
<K>mmissioners, but from a want of sufficient in- 
formation or inquiry. 

The subjeqt of Dartmoor is referred to, for 
the |>urtK)se of directing the readers to the peri- 
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•d of tbe massaere^ bat without the iDtendon of 
entering into a detsu!^ wbieh th« present limits 
will not allow* 

Although a ratified treaty of peaee had been 
exchanged, at Washington, on the 17th Febru- 
ary, yet by its articles, captures made in distant 
seas were allowed, until certain periods after the 
date of ratification. ' The events produced during 
ibis time, proved both honourable and advanta* 
geous to the Americans. 

At half past 10, A. M. the 2dd March, lSi5, 
Captain Biddle, commanding the United States' 
sloop Hornet, being oflT the nortJi end of tbe is^ 
land of Tristan d'Acooha, discovered a sail to 
the southward and eastward. He immediately 
made sail for her. At 1, 40, P« Si. an action 
commenced. After a weH fought engagement, 
of 22 minutes, the enemy cried for quiirters^ and 
was taken possession of by the victoriov Ameri^ 
can. She proved to be his Britannic Majesty's 
brig Penguiiv, mounting 16 S2-poundearronade% 
*2 long twelves, al2-poond carronadeon the t<^ 
gallant forecastle, with swivels on theoapstemia 
the tops: she had a spare port forward, so as to 
fight both her long guns of a side. The enemy 
b«l a complement of 132 men, 12 of whom were 
supernumerary marines^ from the Medway> 74» 
After the^prisoners were removed, and some pro* 
visions and stores taken from the Penguin, she 
wa^ by order of Captain Biddle, scuttled aad 
sij^k, her crippled and riddled state rendering^it 
vnadvisable to attempt sendii^ her to the United 
States. 

<* This ship, (ssdd Captun Biddle, in his official 
report,) did not receive a single shot in her bun> nor 
any material wound in her spars ; the rigging and 
sails Were very mueh cut; but having bent anew 
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set of aailS} and knotted and secured our rigging, we 
are now completely readf s in all respects, for any 
service. We vrere eight men short of complement, 
and had nine upon the sick list, the morning of the 
action." 

The enemy acknowledged a los^ of fourteen 
killed^ and twenty-eigbt wounded; but Mr. 
Mayo, who was in charge of the prize^ said that 
the number was certainly greater. . Capt.Dick- 
enson^ the commander of the Pengnini was kil< 
ledj and the boatsv^ain^ second lieutenants pur- 
ser^ and two midshipmen, wounded. Each of 
the midshipmen lost a leg. 

The officers of the Penguin relate^ that^ dur- 
ing the action with the Hornet, a thirty-two 
pound shot came in at the after-port of the Pen- 
guin, on the larboard sid^ — carried away $xx 
legs, killed the jiowder boy of the division, cap- 
sised the opposite gun on the starboard, sjdley 
passed tlirough the pot*t, and <^ sunk in sullea 
silence to the boJ.tpm." 

The war between the United States aiuj GrC^t 
Britain, left a favourable opportunity for the pi- 
rates of Africa, to prey on the persons and pro- 
perty of the Americans. The Algerines de» 
clared war, and fitted out a fleet accordingly. 

Having given in pages 21 and 22, the list of 
the American Navy, as it stood at the com- 
mencement of the war with Great-Britain, it 
may be considered interesting to know how the 
Lilliputian navy stood at the end of the war, 
which was to << blow it out of the water." The 
following is the naval list of shipping, in April, 
1^6. Those vessels, whose names are marked 
(*) are such as remain of the naval force before 
the war. Those marked (§) are building. Those 
marked in Xtalie are such as were captured from 

A^a 2. 
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the British, during the wal". - The rest Have been 
built or purobased during the war. TboBd that 
are^ blank hare no armament at present. 



Baiet. Names of Vtuels, 

74 Ship Independeote 

74 Washington 

74 FraDklln 

74 NewX)rle8ni$ 

74 Cbippewa $ 

44 Guerriere.^aj; ship 

44 United SUtes* 

44 Java 

44 Constitution * 

44 riattsbai^l 

44 Superior 

36 CoDsteUation* 

SB Congress* 

36 Mactdoman 

32 Mohawk 

32 Coi^ioaue 

28 Cyane 

'i4 Saratoga 

24 John Adams 

24 General Pike 

20 IVfadieon 

20 Jlmi 

18 Hornet * 

18 Wasp 

18 Peacock 

18 Ontario 

18 Erie 

18 • Louisiana * 
18 Brig J^^iferson 

18 Jones 

18 ' £ftrpUir 

18 ' Niagara 

^18 liawreoce 

18. DetroU 

18 Eagle 

16 Sylph 

l6 Chippctra 

16 Quem CharUtU 

15 Saranac 

16 Xiinnet 
16 Boier 
16 Troop 
14 Oneida 

14 BnterprJBC* 

72 FUmbeau 

12 Firefly 

12 Spark 

10 Hunttr 

9 ProBBetbeiu^ 



Commanders. ' SfaHon, t(<, _-, 



Com. Wm. Bainbridge Bbiton 
Capt I. Cbauncey do. 

Philadelphia 
^ Sacket's Harbor 
do. da 
Com. S. Decatnr Boston 

J. Shaw Mediterraoeao 

O, H. Perry . do. 

C. Stewart Boston 

Sacket*8 Harbor 
do. dow 
C. Gordon MediterraneaB ' 

C. Morrb Mediterrancaa 

L. Warrington do. 

' Sacket^s Harbor 

Lake Champlaia 

NewYork 

Lake Champhio 

E. Trencbard AlfditerraneMi 

W. W. Crane Sacket's Harbor 

do. do. 
W. Stewart M^itprranean 

J. Biddie New-York 

J. Blakely At Sea 

L. Rodrert l<Iew-York 

J.- D. Elliot Mediterranean 

C. P.Ridgelr ,do. 

C. C. B. Tlioropson New-OrleaDS 

Sackers Harbor 
M.T.Woolsey do. do, 

J. Downl At sea 

Lake Erie 
Ene^ P^nn. - 

do. do, 
Lake Champlaia 
Sacket*s Harbor ' 
P. C. Read J&w-York 

Erie, Peon. 
New-York 
Lake Cbamplai<> . 
J. Porter New-York 

Savannah 
T. Brown SackeVs UzAw 

L. Kearny New- York 

J. B. Nicholson Do, 

6. W.Rodgers Do.^ 

T. Gambia Do. 

llrie^PeM. 
A. S: Wadsworth Boston 
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Jltf6$, Ntffimi^VtuUs^ 



Cmnvmim* 



Sta^iiu^i(Cn 



9 

3 

17 

14 

11 

10 

10 
9. 
9 
7' 

.7 
7 
8 
5 

 5 
4 
■4 
3 
3 
3, 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

12 

11 

11 

7 

6 

5 

2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
I 
1 
1 
1 



L. Alexia 

Trant 

A. J. Dallas 
W. ChauQcey 

Hoffraao 

B. D. Conkley 



P. Forrest 
T; Dukdiart 



W. Atkinson 



Ghent 
CaUdmkL 
£taa, bomb 
Sclir. Tkooderoga 
Nonsuch ' 
Spitfire 
Torch 
' Lady Frewfst 
Tom Bowline 
AUigator 
Roanoke 
Firebrand 
Surprise 
Conquest 
Hornet 
Lynx 

Pair American 
Helen 
Pespatch 
Asp 
. Porcupine 
Lady of the Lake 
Pert 

Governor Tompkins 
Banger 
Ontario 
Amelia 
Asp 
Raven 
Sloop President 
Finch 
Chubb 
Preble * 
Montjromery 
Baf&loe 
Camel 
Tickler 
Galley Allen 

Burrows 
Boxer 
Wettle 
^Viper 
'Centipede 
Ludlow 
Wilmer 
Alw3nB 
Ballard 
Ketch Spitfire 

Vesuvius* * 

Vengeance , , 
Barges from No. 1 to 15, inclusive, on Lalcfi 

fRins, and now at Sacket's Harbour. 

The SA guQ-boats have b^en chiefly s«ild» 



• Erifc, Penn, 
Do. do. 
New-Orleans 
Lake Champlaift 
West-Indies 
New-York 

Do. 
Brie, Penn. , 
New-York 
New-York 
Wilmington, N.C 
New-Orleans 
Dd. 

Saoket's Harbour 
Washington, D.C. 
New-York 

Sack^t^s Harbour 

Newcastle, Del. 

Norfolk 

Baltimore 

Brie, Penn. 

Jacket's Harbour 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Baltimoi% 

Sacke^s Harbour 

Erie, Penn. 

Sacket's Harbour 

Do. ; do.^ 

Lake,Champlain 

Do. ' do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

. Philadelphia 

Do; 

Kew-Orkans 
Lake ChampUhi 



Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Norfolk 
New-York 
Do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Ontario^ mountbg estcib 



SOS 



UIAXOBT Of THS 1¥AB. 



It would be a cuiious questbn in political arith^ 
xnetic, to determine what number of American ships 
and their rates, would be sufficient to destroy the 
British navy, taking the naval events of the late war 
as a scale by which to calculate ; ' and how long it 
would take to provide the necessary number of ves- 
sels, taking the increase of the navy, during the war, 
as a ratio. 

LIST OF AMERICAN PRIZES, 

Which have arrived, or been " Satisfactorily^ ac- 
counted for," with the name of the Privateers, &c, 
and the number captured by each vessel, during 
the war. 

(From Mlee* Register.) 

Absllino of Bosloa 

U. B. ship Adams 

Boat Alert, of Burlington, Lake Cbamplain 

Alexander of Salem 



Alfred of Salem 

Amelia of Bath 

Amelia of Baltimore 

America of Salem 

Anaconda of N. York 

Argp of Baltimore 

U. 8. brie Argus 

Arens of Boston 

Attassof Philadelphia 

Avon of Boston 

Baltimore of Baltimore 

Bellona of Philadelphia 

U. S. Barges 

Black Joke of New-York 

Blakely of Boston 

Boats from BnflalOe 

Brutus of Boston 

BucksVio of Salem 

BunJcerhill of N. York 

Cadet of Salem 

Caroline of Baltimore 

Catharine of Boston 

Champlain Privateer 

Charles Stewart of Boston 

Chasseur of Baltimore 

Chaoncey^s squadron on Lake Oatario 

U. S. frigate Chesapeake 

Comet of Baltimore 

V. 8. frigate Congress 

1?. S. frigate CouHituUoa 



10 

10 

I 

b 
I 

21 

34 
» 
1 

24' 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
^ 
2 

.3 
3 
9 
4 
6 
2 

29 
1 
1 
1 

2r 

22 
4 

29 
4 

12. 



niSTOBT OV THE WidEC; 50%^ 

Custom House Barge 1 

Dart of Portland 6 
Dash of Portland « 9 

David Porter of N. York 6 

David POTter of Boeton 8 

Decatur of Newburyport 6 

Decatur of Charleston ll 

Delisle of Baltimore 3 

Diamond of Baltimore , 1 

D^mede of Balem 1 

Divided we fall of New-York 16 

DolpUIo of Baltimore 7 

Dolphin of Salem 17 

Dromo of Boston 1 

Eagle of Charleston ^ 3 * 

£iiza 1 

U. S. brig Enterprise 5 

U. S. frigate Essex ^ 12 

Essex Junior ^ 3 

Expedition of Baltimore 4 

Fair Trader of Salem 7 

Fairy of Balliniore 2 

Fame of Salem ' ^ 1ft 

Fame of Thomastowa 1 

Flirt of N. York I 

Flj^ 2 

Fox of Salem 4 
Fox of Baltimore . -2 

FoxofPortsmoQtii 28 

Franklin of N. York - 9 

Cr.S. sloop of war Frolib . t 

Frolic of Salem I2. ' 

Full blooded Yankee 1 

Galloway of N. York . . 1 

General Armstrong of Neiv-Yofk IS 

General Stark of Milem 4 

General Pkitnam of Salem I 

Globe of Baltimore 7 

Gossamerof Boston 1 

Governor Tompkins of N. York 22 

Governor M'Kean of Philadelphia 3 

Governor Plumer of Portsmottth 3 

Grampus of Baltimore 7 

Grand Turk of Salem 21 

Growler 4 

U. S. Gun-boats 20 

H^rppr of Baltimore 13 

' Harnson of Baltimore 8 

Hawk of Washington N. C. I 

Hazard 1 

Henry Guilder of N. Y. 1 

Herald of N. York 3 

Hero of N. York & 

HeroofNewbcrn 2 



Hero oCStonin^n 
Hig'i rlyer of Baltimore 



t 
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Holkar of N.York d 
. Boat Holkar 
Hope 

U. S. rioop of war Hornet 
Hunter 
4 Ida of Baltimore 

Ida of Boston 

Industry of Ijynn 3 

; ^ Industry of Marblebead 1 

Industry of Salem 3 

Ido of Bostoo 2 

Invincible of N.YoA. b 

I Invincible of Salem 4 

I Jack's Favourite of N^w^Tork 6 

I Jacob Jones of Boston 3 

James Mucroe " 5 

Jeffersoo of Salem 6 

J^el Barloir 2 

Jonquil of N.York 5 

John of Salem 12 

John and George 1 

Kemp of Baltimore 16 

I^y Madison of WilmiDgton N . C. 1 

On Lake Superior 2 

On Lake Huron 3 

Od Lake Cbamplain 9 

Lark 1 

Lawrence of Baltimore -14 

Leach of Salem 2 

Leader of Providence R. f. I 

Leander of Providence I 

tieo of Baltimore 14 

LjK) of Boston g 

Liberty of Baltimore 7 

little George of Boston I 

Letter of Marqoe, of Wilmbs(on» N. C 2 

Lovely Cordelia of Charleston 2d 

Lovely Lass of Charleston 1 

LyoDofMarblehead 4 

Macedonian of Baltimore 1 

Macedonian of Boston 6 

Macedonian of Portsmoatk % 
Madison of Salem -7 

Marengo of N. York % 

Mammoth of Baltimore 2S 

M'Donough of Rhode-Island 2 

M 'Donough of B oston 7 

Mars of Norfolk 3 

Mars of N. York 4 

Mars of New-Londoo 2 

Mary 'Ann of Cbarlestoii 5 

Matilda of Philadelphia 1 

Midas of Baltimore 10 

On Mpbile Bay '2 

Morgiaoa of N. York • 6 
Montgomery of Salem ^"^ 6 



HUTO^KT OV THE WAB. 611 

Nancy I 

Ned of Baltimore 1 

Noopariel of Charleston 1 

Nonsuch of Baltimore 4 

U.- 9. schooner Nonsuch I 

Orders in Council of New-York 5 

Orlando of Gloucester 3 

Patriot of New-York 9 

Paul Jones of New-^Vork 11 

Perry of Baltimore , 24 

Com. Perry's squadron on Lake Erie 9 

United States* sloop of war Peacock, 1^ 

Patapsco of Baltimore 3 

Pike of Baltimore 13 

Pilot of Baltimore 3 

Polly of Salem , 7 

Portsmouth of Portsmouth N. H. 9 

Poor Sailor oi Charleston 1 

Prince q( Neufchatel 3^ 

Rambler of Bristol 2 

Rambler of Boston 5 

Ranger of Boston 3 

Rapid of Boston 4 

Rapid of Charleston 4 

United Statcs\hrig Rattlesnake 4 

Rattlesnake or Philadelphia . . 25 

Re^latpr 1 . 

Remdeer of Boston 6 

Resolution of Boston I 

Retaliation of New-York I 

Revenge of Baltimore 9 

Revenge of Norfolk 2 

Revenge of Philadelphia 3 

Revenge of Salem 5 

Revenue Cutters 5 

Roger of NorfoHc 8 

Roger of Baltimore 3 

Roua of Baltimore 1 1 

Commodore Rodgers*s squadron . ]9 

Rosamond of New-York 3 

Rossie of Baltimore 14 

Rover of N. York 1 

Row boat privateer *" 2 

Sabine of Baltimore ^ 

At Sandy Creek b^ riflemen 5 

Sarah Ann of Baltimore I 

Saranac of Baltimfore 2 

Saratoga of N. York 19 

Scourge of N. York 29 

{|aucy Jack of Chariestoa 27 

Shark of N. York 1 

Sine-qua-nou of Boston I 

Scon^n of Salem 2 

SirolRipakimore 1 

Snap mtftn of Newbern N. C. 2S 



Si£ HMTOET OS TUZ VAB. 

Snowbird of Sftlem {2 

Sparrow of Baltimore 2 

Spark of N. York 3 

Spy of New-Orleans 1 

Surprise of Baltimore : 36 

Boat Sarpriseahd Boat Swiftiure 2 

Spencer of Fliiladelphia ^ 1 

Sqoando of Portsmouth N. H. I 

Umtfid States* brig Sypen^ :' . 2 

Stvcd of Baltimore 7 

(xi the St Lawrence S 

Teaser of N. York 13 

Terrible (boat) >5 

Thomas or Portsmouth 5 

Thorn of Mar^lehead 1 

Thrasher I 

Timotby Pickering 1 

Tom of Baltimore 4 

• Troe-Wooded Yankee 27 

Two Brothers of New-Orleans 1 

Two Friends of Massachusetts 1 
Tttckahoe of Baltimore , 2 

U. e. frigate United States 1 

Ultor of Baltimore 19 

United We Stand of New,-York ^ 1 

Upton (a prize ship) • ' * i 

Viper of N. York , 3 
Viper of Salem ."* 1 

Warrior of N. York 9 

U. S. ship of war Wasp . 16 

Wasp of Baltimore 2 

Wasp of PfaUadelpbia 2 

Wasp of Salem I 

Wamin^ton of P<^tland J 

Waterwich of Bristol 1 

Whig of Baltimore v 14 

Wilev Reynard of Boston 4 

Whale boat 1 

YankeeufBristolB.! 38 

Yankee (smack) 2 

Yorktown of N. York 5 

York of Baltimore lO 

Young Eagle of N. York 2 

Young Teazer of TV. York 6 

Young' Wasp of Philadelphia 1 1 

Sundry vessels, names not ascertabed 16 



Total, 1634 



^ 
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HISTORY 

0» TBI 

ALGERINE WAR. 

Tfls Dey of Algiers took advantage of the 
^ar between England and the United States, at 
a eonvenicfnt opportunity to attack the trade, and 
to eapture the citizens of the latter power. Oa 
tlie 23d February, 1815, the following oonfiden- 
tial message from the Pr^ident of the United 
States, was delivered to both houses of congress : 

To tke Senate omU House qf Refireaentatives qf tht 

United States* . ^ 

Congress will have seen, hf the communication 
from the consul general of the Unked^States at Al« 
Siers, laid before them on the J7tb November, 1812, 
the hostile proceedings of the Dey againbt that func* 
tionary. These have been followed ^acts of more 
overt and direct warfare against the citizens of vhe 
United^ States trading in the Mediterranean, some of 
whom are still detained in captivity, notwithstanding 
the attempts which have been made to ransom them, 
and are treated witifi therigour tisual on th|||^co9st of 
Barbary. *" •'»s^ "' SB|k / 

The considerations w^fth rendered it ^necessary 
and unimportant to commrence hostile operations on 
the part of the United States, being now terminated 
by the peace with Great-Britain, which opens the 

B b • 
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prospect of an active and Taluable trade of their 
citizens within the range of the Algerine cruisers, I 
recommend to congress the ejip^iency of an act 
declaring the existence bf a state'ofSrar between the 
United States and the Dey of Algiers ; and of snch 
provisions as may be r^quiftile for a vigorous prose- 
cution of it to a successful issue. 

JAMES MADISON. 
Waahwgton^ Feb. 23, UXS. ' 

A law of congress Wfts^ after the usual forms, 
passed, empoii^i-ipg the V^^Mdent to take mea- 
sures fon the .pr«tee.tSon. of the conuBftree and 
seamen of the United States ; and also to employ 
the public armed vessels, ami 4o oomnii»8ioD pri- 
vate armed vessels, to act offensively against the, 
vessels, gQods^ effects, and subjects of the Dey 
of Algiers. 

This measure ivas not adopted until after the 
tnost satisfactory assurances of the liosiiljty of 
the Dey, and that he had actually put an end. by 
his unprovoked aggressions, to fke treaty sub- 
sisting bet^*eeii him aiid the XJiMed Stotes. In 
July, 1812, the Dey extorted from the American 
eonsul general, a large sum of .nidney, in. lieu of 
a quantity of military stores, which he refused to' 
accept, falsely alledging that they ivoi*e not equal 
in quality or quantity to those stipulated by the 
existing treaty ; and then compelled i he consul 
and citizens of the United States to quit bis do* 
minions. On the 25th August following, the 
American brig Edwin, of Salem, was taken by 
^n Algerine corsair, and carried into Algiers, as 
a prize. Mr. Pollard, of Norfolk, being found 
Qip board a Spanish vessel, was aUo detained as 
a citizen of the United States. Captain Smith, 
life master of the Edwin, and Mr. Pollard^ were 
not confined to bard labour ; but Uie re^t of the 



^Id&s; ^iiS iht ^^tioa of ii^ ^f ih&m, 
IHtiMeT«l6a0& has been effected^ un^i; eireuiiH 
fft^ficfes not iiuUoating any dtange af hostile lem* , 
per on the pivrt.af CheDe^v mhve ^vikjoeted to the 
^ell known horivirs of Algerine sla?crj'«:. Aa 
effort of the United States^ government, t« eSs^t 
•the release :0f these eitizens, hj treaty,*' and tb* 
ffhyment of a large auin of money, had. failed*^ . 
. . There ne^^er was a war eommeneed witb tl 
greater share of general approbation 5. and it re^ 
mahied ^ tyonder, tiiat ond puUtc' joornal, (€!ia 
4]^bnoeelieD( Mirror) should ^eondeinn ameasart) * 
>ylubh had: ibr its olijeot the releasement frtim 
slavery of eleven Ameriean eitizen^l, the panisJu 
hient ttfbaHbarianSf justly detested by the.eivili- 
sed world; and the puttings into glorious pitMl * 
tiee, the poptilar sentiment, ^^ mihions^for ie^ 

A private letter from LishoH^dat^ 2d May^ 
tSiB, stated, on the authority of ad? iees firoiti 
C/ad»2,.that the Algerine admiral had put>t» 8ea# 
Jkiilk a fleet ednsisting of 4 fngates;» ^ eo0«eites# 
ft.ftfige> t sebec, l sobooner, 1 galley, 40f'gao4 
ixMitii^ and ±i bombards^'in all^66 vessek, inomit«^ 
ing 465 guns, and having on board 474»5 men f thaf 
eapp<ysed ebjeet was to eruise for Ameriean^A^s- 
sels. I 

Thefprcc destined' by the United States, Uf 
punish the enemy, was to consist of the lude^ 
pendcncej 74, f5uerriere, 44, Maeedonian» SS> 
Cohgress and Constellation, S6, Erie, Ontario, 
and Epervicr» 18, Chippewa, ±6, Flanibeau and 
Spark, 12, Spitfire and Torehf 10, and Lynx^ 
(tender) 1 long 21*; in all 4^ vessels, carrying 
490 guns. Some immaterial altenation was a&^ 
ierward made in tius arrangement. 



Ontbe ISih Maj, 1815, ike United States^ 
squadron^ .de»lioed Ic^ the Mediterraneany sailed 
froip New- York : It e oasis teA of tbn frigates 
Guerrierc, (eom* Decatur's flag ship) captain 
Lewis ; MaoedoniaQ» captaia Jaaes ; Constelia- 
tiooy eaptain Gordon ; sloop of war Ontario, 
captain Klliot; bri|^s Epecvier, eaptain Downs; 
Fire Plj, Rogers ; FlambeaUf Nicholson ; Sparki 
Gamble ; schooners Spitfire^ Dallas^ and Torcbf 
Cbayncey. 

This sqaadi*on was folIoweVl by that under 
eommand of Com. Bainbridge, i^onsisting of tbe 
Independence, 74, sloop of war Erie^ 18, brig 
Chippewa, 16, and schooner Lynx. 

• Tbe United States' brigs Boxer, Saranac, and 
' Entcrprize sailed, in August, tor the Mediterra- 
nean. The brig Fire- Fly had sailed ^ome time 
previous for the same destination, but was eom- 
pelled to return to repair damages sustained in a 
gato. The Ontario, and some of the light veih 
sels arrived at Gibraltar on the 13th June, anid 
Commodore Decatur, with the rest of his squad- 
ron, on the 14th ; and, on the eyening of that 
day, all the vessels proceeded to their deslioa* 
tion. 

* The following letters will explain some of the 
proceedings *in the Mediterranean. 

Copy of a letter from the American consul at Ali- 
cante, to the secretary of state, dated, 

Micante^ June %Utj 181^; 
SiR<— I have the honour to loform you, that, by a 
letter this moment received from my vice-consuli 
Nicholas BrialC) at Carthagenay I learn that the first ^ 
division of our squadron, under commodore Decatur, 
h«d appeared off that port, and sent in an Algerine 
frigate of 44 guns and 500 ihen, captured off C ape 
dc Gatt, after a sharp engagement, during which the 
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c0<mY]imder oT tflie Alg**iive* %7as kiiied. Our loss- 
coQfisted of four men. The Commodore had sent 
m a schooner for refreshment, and ether n'eeessaii^^ 
with w^hich she itiHnediateiy sailed for the Beet^(uJ 
The prize must perfarm ten days quarantine* I> 
shall set off within two hours for that piaqe in c^trdf^r 
t0 make' further provistoa for the fleets if ntcestsaxyi 
and render every other service ift my^ power— ;I|9diiv 
themie' J shall have the honour of addressing s]^ou> 
and adtise what further may occun 

With sentiments of the highest re^pett, I am, sir? 
y9ur most obedient servant, • 

ROBERT MONTGOMERY- 
To the honourahle the secretary of state, > 

•    « 
Copy of a letter from tlie American consul at Cadiz 

tothe secretary of :stateir jdtated , . 

_ ^ ConsuliUe of the United Statesr 
Cadiz, J[un€ 27yXSiS. . 

Sir — I have much pleasure in referring you to the^ 
subjoined statement, for the interesting and impof-, 
lant information it contains, which Jjdoubt not,Jn a 
great part may be relied on. The informant adds^ 
that about 40a prisoners had been landed from the 
prize frigate, and that but few had been saved from 
the brigi ihe wind being now from the S. W. 
Intakes it probable that the particulars of this actiou 
from the commodore, will not conae to hand for «om&^ 
days. 

With much respect, I have the honour to be, 8cc. 

' RICH*D.S.HACKLEY. 

Mon, James Monroe^ secretary of siate. 

* A Wtcr, of which the fallowing is a copy, an- 
»oam«e(l (ho arrival of the American sciiiadroQ 
at Gibraltar, after a passage of 25 days. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Decatur to the > 
secretary of the* navy, (recciiFed via Norfolk) 

Bb/2. 
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United States* Bfdfi, Guerriere^ 
Off Gibraltar^ June 1 5, \^\ 5^ 
Sib— —I have the honour to inform you of our «r*^ 
rival off this place on the 15th, after a passage of 25 
days, having previously communicated with Cadiz 
and Tangiers. The Spitfire, Torch, and Firefly,, 
separated from the squadron during a gale of wind 
on the 26th ult. and the Ontario on the 31st. 

I am happy to find they have, with the exception of 
the Firefly, all arrived ; the latter vessel I fear may 
have lost her spars, and have returned to the United 
States. From all the information I can collect, I feel- 
assured, tha> the Algerines have returned iqio the 
Mediterranean.. The vessels that had separated DromL 
# us, are now joining, and.I shall proceed in search^of 
the eneifiy forthwith. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, Sec. 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

The comtnodore lost no time in the proseeu* 
lion of bis object; seareely arrived in the Medi- 
ierranean^ he eommeneed to pay tribute to tile 
barbarians, a« will be best explained by his letter 
to the secretary of war^ of whieb the followiog 
is a copy : 
Mxtract ^f a Utter from commodorty Stephen DecOf^ 

tur^ to the secretary qf the navy ^ f received via 

J\ror/olkiJ dated^ 

United States' ship Guerriere, 
Off Carthagena, June 19, 18(5. 

^( X hav« the honDur to ioform you, that on the 1 7th 
i|ist. off Cape de Gatt, the squadron fell in with and 
captured an Algerine frigate of 46 ^un, and between 4 
smd 5Q0 men, commanded by Rais Bammida, who 
bore the title of admiral) she struck her flag after a. 
running fight of 25 minutes. 

<^The admiral was killed at the commencement of 
the action. After the Guerriere ^who fnom her &- 
vourable position waa enabled to brmg the enemy tik 
close action} had fired two broadaides^thc enemy^ inlh 



the exception of a few musketeers, ran below: Tke 
Gaemere ha4 four men wounded by musket shot| 
which is the only injury done by the enemy in this 
affair. 

<< We have 406 prisoners including the wounded. 
The prisoners state that about thirty were killed and 
thrown overboard. * 

" Their squadron is said to be cruising in our vi* 
cinity ; five days ago they were off this place^ unless 

1 obtain some further intelligence of them by to- 
morrow, I shall proceed to the port of Algiersy in 
the hopes to intercept their return. For the presentt 

2 have determined to send the prize into Carthagena.'^ 

On the 20th June, the commodore eommuni* 
€<ated a second victory, in a letter* in tlj^ follow- 
ing words : 

Copy of a letter from. Commodore Decatur to the 
secretary of the navy^ dated 

United States* ahi/i OuerrierCj off 
Cafie FalQSy June 20| 1815. 

Sss— — I have the honour to inform you, that •n the 
19th inst. off cape Palos, the squadron under mf com* 
nsand, captured an Algerine brig of twenty-two guns, 
and one hundred and eighty men. After a chase b£ 
three hours, she ran into shoal water, where I did 
not think it advisable to follow with our large ships,^ 
but despatched the Epervier, Spark, Torch^ and Spit-^ 
fire, to whom she sui;rendered after a s^hort resistance. 
Tw^ty-three men wpre found dead on board* We. 
received from her eighty prisoners, the residue of 
her crew having left her in boats. Many of them: 
must have been killed by the fire of our vesseli^ and^ 
one of the boats was sunk. Kone ef our vessels 
sustained any damage, nor was there a man killed or 
wounded. This brig is larger than the Epcrvier— • 
was built io Algiers, five years ago, by a Spanish coa-^ 
s&ructor, the same who built the frigate captured on 
the i7tb inst# an4 is perfectly sound. 

I have the honour ta be, very respectfully, &c.. 

STEPHEN DBCATUIL 



* CoTpmodore B^ikibrMge arri^d'M Carflmg^a* 
e'dvly In August, %vitb the tecontf Americdipsqimilrf 
ron, <wheitce h^- {n*oeeeded to Algiers; ^IVMItv 
and Tunis, in order to make a display othU 
tovoe. the respectable appearance cif ^vMvih t'oulci 
not IVift to make a deep, useful, and it maybe 
hoped, a lasting impression. Having performed 
this service, the commodbre sailed to Malaga, 
and thence to Gibraltar, \%'here he stopped some 
time, and reciprocated eomplimeats >vi(h tbei 
Pritisb Commander In Chief, thence the' squad- 
ron sailed for the United States, and arrived •( 
Newport the ISrti Noyemlier. 

Commodore Kainbridge was joined ^hile'at 
Malaga by all Commodore Decatur's, squadron 
%xcept bis owti ship* It was.as-gratitj^'ing to tiie 
American as it was probably mortifying to tke > 
English man, to see such a tie^^U in a British 
port, and that so soon after the termiDafton of a 
wflr iwbich was to have annibifaiMl ike* <'IiiH^- 
tian navy.'* 

; On tho arrival of the fleet at Gilnrdltar, aa 
itnderstanding was had between Gommeilore 
Bainbridg^ and the British commahder, that a 
dalute of fifteen guns would be fired from the' 
squadron, and a like number returned from the 
fort. By mistake seventeen guns were fired 
from the Tndependeiiee, the commodore immiyi- 
:|tely despatched an officer to acquaint the com- 
Viander of the mistake ; but before the officer 
i*eaehed the eommander, orders were given to 
lire two more guns, in addition to the fifteen a^ 
Feady fired. Tbis ciroumstanee is material ODl;|^ 
as far as it goe& to prove the distinguisit^ re^' 
0^ot shown to the American flag ; a respect for -^ 
the proud fnrit-rof determined yaloui^ and eoli- 
summate prudenecK ' • * • 
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The situatioa io Yfhitkk the Ameriean eharae* 
ter was about to be placed^ wa» trulj^ envioas* — 
A few Alonths after causiog the greatest navat 
power in Europe to haul dowo its proud flag# 
the Aroerieans were destiaed^ by aid of the ships 
oaptured from England^ to speak thmider to 
those piratieal monarebs of Afriea,towhoiii that 
very England was in the habit of paying tribute. 
It remained fol* Amerjea^ infant Ameriea^ the 
country of Washington and Franklin^ to break 
up a system whieh was* if pos^sible^ more dis- 
graceful to the civilized nations who submitted 
to it» than to the barbarous states who imposed it* 
But America^ by the use she made of victory , 
has gained for herself an honour^ and been rais- 
ed to a pinnacle of glory, to which no vietory^ 
however splendid, could have raised her. The 
fbyourite liiaxim of the nation was and is ^< ml" 
lionafqr dtfeneCf hut not a cmtfor triitite.'' — 
True to this policyf she made* it a mat qwi non 
of peace, and this being concluded, the humbled 
enemy was permitted to take back those shipSf 
which were to remain for ever innocent* as res- 
pected the great western nation. HVhich of the 
hauglity masters of enslaved Europe has ever 
given such proof of magnanimity or of modera- 
tion in the midst of victory so complete ? 

Commodore Decatur arrived before Algiers, 
OH the %9i\i June, and hoisted a flag of truce on 
board the Guerrier^, with the Swedish fla|; at 
the main. A boat came off with Mr« Norderling, 
eonsul of Sweden, and the captain of the port, 
to whom the capture of the frigate and brig was 
ebramunicated, and to whom Commodore Deca- 
tur and William Thaler, Esq. acting as commis- 
sioners to negoeiate a peace^ deliV|)i»d a letter 
Jerr the pey,. from the Bpesid^ai dt the United 





Stales I asO abb « note frm ttesiialvesf. of 
.\i(liieh th? fisllowiog is a oopy i ? 

•ITRrtp Anteriean C6mrhiadoner9 to the Dey qf'Aigien, 

The ifndeV&igned have the ''honour to inform his 
laghnefis-th^ dey of Algiers, that they have been ap- 
poihted by the President of the United States ^f At 
merica : commissioiiers plenipotentiary to treat dC 
peace with hi^ highness, and that pursuant to their 
iastructioiUt thc^ are ready to open anegociiitioafBr 
.the xesioration of. peace and harinony bc^tween tko 
two couolriea, on terms just and hoRowrable io^boUi 
S»rdes ) an(} they £sel it incumbent ol> them to at^te 
explicitly to his highness, that they are instructed ti^ 
treat .upon no other principle^ than that of perfect 
'equality, and on the terms of the most favoured nar 
lions : no stipulation for paying any tribute to Al« 
'giers, under any form whutever^ will be agreed to. 

The undersigned have the hondur to transmit herq- 
vith^'^a letter from the President of the tJ. Sfisites, 
• -and they avail themselves of this loccasion to assurS 
Ids highness of their high cottsxderatidn sifki proHhind 
irespect. > 

. The Captain of the port then ireqa^s^il'thal 
kostitttieB should oeasepreeedingthetitsgotiatioo^ 
mad'that persons might be selft osfaaro to tfoaf. 
Both propositions ivere rejeeted, the'AmertoaA 
iMftmissioners deelaring that the negoriations 
must be c&rried on, on board the fleet, dnd that 
liosUlities as respected vessels, should not m(se. 
On Ihe follonving day, the Swedish consul ami 
the eaptain of Ibeport 6amc onboard wilful 
powers (o ni^gotiate. Tlie American eommisV 
sioners prodaeed the model of a trea4|y whieh 
4hey deelared would not be^ departed fvbfn in oub^ 
stanoe. Every atteaipt on the part Of Algiersv 
io obtain a modifieaiion of it provc^d fritttless, 
even the restoration of the captured vessels was 
positively refused. Upon eoilside^tiotiy ho^- 
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weip, tUe Ameriean > ^mnmisdlatiers Tesoivied - to 
tf^gtore tbe eaptift'«(l Te^seh as a jfarar« Hncf not? 
as matter oFiptpeaty, giving the Algerine to im-^' 
dersfanti^ that ev^D this veuld depend on the 
irigiung of the treaty eis presented. The Alge4 
rifieeapiain then proposed a tiMiee^ fo deliheratc 
en the proposed teirms^ the i^eply :iiraft *«not*ft 
minute ; if your &^iadroa appears ki sight be- 
^e the treaty is aetually signed by tb^dey, and 
MiBT prisoners iiontofi*,:oiirs 'W^uld capture them V' 
It was ^nsdly agreed that hestHities should cease 
ivKen the Algerine boat should be perceived 
(doming off ^vith a ^vhite flag hoisted, the Swed- 
ish consul pledging his word of honor not to 
tKiiet it unless the treaty i^as signed, and the 
prisoners in the boat. Tlie Swedish consul and 
AlgerJue capt«ia returned on shore, and although 
the distance wad full five, miles, they came back 
within three hours with the treaty signed, and 
Itaving with them the prisoners who were to be 
released from captivity ' by the terms of th0 
treaty. 

By the term* of this treaty, the dey hasr 
agreed: That << no tribute, either as biennial 
presents, t)r under any form or name whatever^ 
sfaaH ever be required by the dey and regency 
trf Algiers, frOm the United States of America.'** 

That the dey shall deliver up to the Ameri-' 
can squadron << all the American citizens no^ 
in their possession, lamounting to ten, more^or 
less,'* > 

'^* A just and full compensation shall be mad^ 
by the dey of Algiers, to such citizens of the 
United States as have been captured and detain^ 
ed by Algerine cruizers, or who have .been 
forced to abandon their properfy i« Algiers^ nS 
violation of the twenty*se(soad article of the 
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treaty of peaee and amitj, eoodiidM between 
the United States and the dey of Algiers, on 
the 5th of September, 1795." 

^' And il IS agreed between the eontraeting 
parties, that in lien of the above, the dey of 
Algiers shall cause to be delivered forthwith in- 
to the hands of the Ameriean eonsol, residing at 
Algiers/the whole of a quantity of bales of cot- 
ton, left by the late consul general of the United 
States, in the public magazines in Algiers, and 
that he shall pay into the hands of the said eon- 
sul the sum of ten thousand Spanish dollars.'' 

<< That no citizen or subject of either party, or 
their property if found on board the vessel of 
any power with which either may be hereafter 
at war, shsdl be detained or confiscated ; and, 
on no pretence, shall any citizen of the United 
States, be hereafter kept in a state of slayery ^y 
the dey.*' 

*« Vessels of either of the eonlracting parties, 
putting into the ports of the other, and baling 
need of provisions or other supplies, shall be 
furnished at the market price— and if any such 
Tcssel should so put in from a distance at sea^ 
and have occasion to repair, she shall be at li- 
berty to land, and re-embark her cargo, with- 
out paying any custonas or duties whatever, but 
in no case shall she be compelled to land her 
eargo." 

^< That shouM a vessel of either of the con- 
tracting parties be cast on shore within the ter- 
ritories of the other, all proper assistance should 
be given to the crew— 4lo pillage $haU he nlloir- 
ed.'' 

<< The consul of the United States of Ame^ 
t^ea shall not be responsible for the debts 
<)#atraeted bj eitiaena of bi9 own nation^ unless 
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ke 'prevlotisly gives written oUigsttiomi so to 
do/' 

<( Tbat if any christian slaves should make 
thek" escape^ and go on board any ship of war of 
•the United States that may be before the city 
ef Algiers, they shall not be^ required backagainf 
nor shall any payment be required for the said 
christians/' 

<« That as' the government of the United 
States of America has in itself no eharacter of 
enmity against the taws»' reUgioor or tranquillity 
of any nation, and as the said states have nevev 
entered into any voluntary war or act of hostili- 
ty, except in defence of their just rights on the 
high seas, it is declared by the contracting par- 
ties, that no pretext arising fVom religioui^ opi- 
nions shall ever produce an interruption of the 
• harmony existing between the two nations ; ami 
the eonsuls and agents of both nations shall liave 
liberty to celebrate the rites of their respective 
religions in their own houses." 
' « The consuls respectively ^sh^ll have liberty 
and persortal security given them to travel with- 
in the territories of each oth^, both by tartd 
and sea, and shall not be prevented from going 
on Imard any vessels they may think proper to 
* visit : they shall likewise have the liberty to ap« 
-point their own drogomi^n and broker." 

^< In case of any dis{l!l(te arising fro^n the vio- 
lation of any of the articles of this treaty, no ap- 
peal shall be made to arms, nor shall war be de- 
clared on any pretext whatever ; but if the con- 
sol residing at the place where the dispute shall 
happen, shall not be able to settle the same, tho 
government ctflhat country shall state their 
grievanee in writing, and lifunsfnit the saikie to 
ihe government of the other, aad the period of 

CO 



526 ' AFP£J670IX. 

three TOonibs shall be allo\Ted for aiftwers to be 
returncdy during >vbieh time no hostility shall be 
jiermiUed by either party; and in case the 
grievances are not redressed, and a ^ar should 
be the events the consuls and citizens and sub- 
jects of both parties i esj)ective]y, shall be per- 
mitted to embark with their effects unmolested, 
on board of what vessel or vessels they shall 
think pi*oper5 reasonable time being; allowed for 
ihat purpose/' 

« If in the course of events, a war should 
break out between the two nations, the prisoners 
captured by either party sliall not be made 
slaves^ they shall not be forced \o hard labour, 
or other confinement than such as may be ne- 
cessary to secure their safe keeping, and shall 
be eschanged rank for rank ; and it is agreed 
that prisoaers shall be exchanged in twelve 
months after their capture, and the exchange 
.may be effected by any private individual, iegaiiy 
authorised by either of the parties/' 

« If any of the Barbary states or other powers 
at war with the United States, shall capture 
any American yessel, and send her into any port 
of the regency of Algiers, they shall not be per- 
mitted to sell her, but shall be forced to depart 
the port, on procuring the requisite supplies of 
provisions; but the vessels of war of the United 
States, with any prizes they may capture from 
their enemies shall have liberty to frequent the 
ports of Algiers^ for rcfi^eshments of. any kind, 
and to sell such prizes, in the said ports, without 
any other customs or duties, than such as are 
customary on ordinary commercial importa- 
tions," 

« If any of the citizens of the United States, or 
any persons under their protection, shall have 
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any disputes ivith each other, the consul shall 
deuide between the parties; and whenever th« 
consul shall require any aid or assistance from 
the government of Algiers, to enforce his deci- 
sioiia, it shut! he immediately granted to hinr; 
and if any disputes shall arise betweeif any citi- 
zens of the United" States and the citizens or 
subjects of any other nation having a consul or 
agent in Algiers, such disputes shall be settled by 
the consuls or agents of the respective nation ; 
and any disputes or suits at law, that may taki-j 
place between any citizens of the United States 
and the subjects of the regency of Algiers, shall 
be decided by the dey in person, an<l no other.*' 
: <^ If a citizen of the United States sliould kin> 
wound, or strike a subject of Algiers, or, on the 
contrary, a^ subject of Algiers should kill, wound, 
or' strike a citizen of the United States, the law 
of the country shall take ^laee, and equal jus- 
tice shall be rendered, the consul assisting at the 
trial; hut the sentence of punishment against an 
American citizen shall not be greater or more 
severe, than it would be against a Turk in the 
same predicament ; and if any delitfquent should 
make his escape, the consul shall not be respon- 
sible for him in any manner whatever/' 
I << The ' consul of the United States of Ame- 
rica shall HOt be required to pay any customs or 
duties whatever on any thing he imports from a 
ibreign country fw the use of his house and 
famiiy/' 

" Should any of the citizens of the United 
States of America die within the limits of the 
)*egency of Algiers, the dey and his subjects shall 
not interfere with the property of the deceased, 
but it shall be under the immediate direction of 
the consul, unless otherwise disposed of by wilK'*" 



llie liietorniii lias an iiiipl€;|i6aiit tas1[, in be-- 
ing compelled io close the detail of such glorious 
exploits^ by reeounting a misfortUDe vvhieh^ 
tk'hiie it takes noChing from the lustre of our 
armsy sinks giief deep iato the heart of the 
eitizen. * ^ 

The United States armed in defenee of theTr 
national right s» and tfie liberty of the citizen. 
From the deck of his floating battery^ Deeatur 
demanded the release of his fellow citizens held 
in bondage : the African tyrant trembled, the 
citizen's chains fell from his limbs^, and he ivas 
|k>eed— but, alas ! the exultation was momentary* 

The United States' brig of \rar Epervier vfM 
despatched to the United States to announce the 
glad tidings, but she did not reach her destina- 
tiott. She sailed on the 10th July^ was seen on 
the 8th August in lat. 39 f 4f N. long. 61^ 18» W. 
under double reefed topsails ) the next day there 
was a vei'y heavy blow^ and she probably foum*^ 
dered during the gale ; if not then, she mast 
ha?e been lost by some subsequent mishap, as 
.^from the length of time since she was seen, no 
hope remains of her safety ; and not one sur* 
yiTcd to tell the moprnful event. On board her 
were Lt. com. Sbubrick ; lieut. Barnwell ; lieut 
Drury ; sailing master Wright ; midshipmen 
Coulter, and Hunter, and several others. Yn^ 
Aengers, capt. lewis ; lieuts. Neal and Tarnell. 
The Amerioans released at ftgiers were also oa 
board. 
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AQComack (Va.) milUia, bravery of, 224." 
Act declaring War, 19 ; yote of Congress, 17. 
Adams frigate, destruction of, 249. 
Adams and Caledonia (brigs) retaken from the en-* 
emy, 58, 

Alert, British sloop of war, taken by the Essex, 46. 

Alexandria, plunder of, 231 ; bold attempt by com- 
modore Rodgers, captains Perry and Porter, ta 
prevent the return of the enemy, ib. 

Algerine declaration of war, 305. 

Algerines, proceedings against, by the United States,* 
see Appendix. 

Allen, captain, bravery of, 242. 

Appendix, 313. 

Argus, U. S. brig, capture of, 148. • 

Armistice on the northern fro.n tier, 41 ; termination 
of, 42. • 

Army, state of the, 21. 

Arrest of a supposed spy, 31. 

Asp, U. S. schooner, brave defence ofj 17T. 

Baltimore, approach to, and attack on, 332. 

Barbarity of the enemy, 102, 184. 
, Barney, commodore, encounters of, with the enemy^ 
225, 226 ; destruction of his floUlla, 228. 

Barratarians, capture ahti dispersion of, 293. 

Ilbaverdams, engagement at, 101. 

Belfast entered by the enemy, 250. 

Blackrock visited by the enemy, 104. 

Blue lights,. 193. 

Boxer, British brig, taken by the Enterprize, 1 49. 

Burrows and Blythe, captains,^funeral honours to, 1 52. 

Bridgewater, battle of, 255. 

Belview fort ; see fort Belview. 

Boyd, general, supceeds general Dearborn, for. 
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British subjects, order respecdngy 36. 
Browns town, battle at, 40. 
Castine taken by the enemy, 249. 
Cedar-point, landing of enemy at, 225* 
Champlain, arrival of grand British army at, 267"; 
' arrival of before Piattsburgh,'S68 ; engagement 
with the American army, 271 ; retreat of the ene- 
my, 272. 
Champlain lake, engagement en, 269. 
Chandler and Winder, generals, capture of, 96. 
Chapin, captain, escape of, 103 ; skirmish with the 
enemy, 108 ; expedition of, against the enemy, 
109 ; affair pear fort George, 156. 
ChaplicQ, affair at, 237. 
Cbateaugay, battle at, 1 37. 
Chauncey, commodore, cruises and transactions of, 6n 

lake Ontario, 71, 83, 1 10 to 115. 
Chesapeake frigate, restoration of the seameU of, by 
the enemy, 26; arrival of, from a cruise, 79 ; cap- 
^ tare of, 90 ; extract frojn a French paper respect- 
* ing, 94 i treatment of the crew of, 96. 
Chesapeake bay, transactions in the, 162. 
Chicago, attack on, and massacre at, 66. 
Chippewa, skirmishing near, 251 ; battle at, 252. 
Citizens of the U* States ordered to quit Canada, 45.. 
Commissioners to negotiate a peace, appointment oi^ 

300; by the British government, SOI. 
Congress, proceedings of, 1 6, 1 94. 
Congress, frigate, arrival of, from a cruise, 193: 
Constitution, frigate, 28 ; engagement of, with the 

Java, 72. 
Qranberry creek, affair at, 108. 
Crogan, major George, defence of Lower Sandusky^. 

by, 129^ 
Cujniberland Island, landing of tbe enemy at) 294. 
Cuyler, major, death of, 59. 
Cyane and Levant, British sloops, capture of| t9^ 
Dart, British armed sloop, capture ofj 19 !• 
Dartmoor pris^p^ mussAcre at^ ZOZ^ 



Dearborn} general) retires from the army, 107. 
Deai*born, fort, massacre at, see Chicago. 
Decatur, commodore, fleet under command of, sails 

from New-Yorkr 185; chased into New-London^ 

186. 
Declaration of war by the Six Nations of Indians, 106. 
Detention of prisoners of war, by the enemy, under 

pretext that they were British subjects, reprisals, 

212, 213; proceedings of Congress thereon, 213. 
Detroit, surrender of, 38. 
Dominico, British schooner, capture of by the U. S. 

schooner Decatur, 147. 
Duel, 56. ' 

Eagle, British tender, capture of the, 190. 
Eastport, taken by the enemy, 244. 
Eldridge^ lieutenant, and several of his men killed 

by tihc Indians, 105. 
Epervier, British brig, taken by the U. S. sloop of 

war Peacock, 273 ; Joss of the, 328. 
£rie, British fort, taken by the Americans, 86, 250 ; 

attempt of the enemy to storm, 958 ; batteries of 

the* enemy stormed-, by order of genera^Browni 

261 ; evacuated, 367. 4hF 

Essex frigate, cruise of, 46, 276. ^^ 

Extracts from public prints, 20, 25. 
Federal pazette, destruction of the office of the, at 

Baltimore, 25. 
Flotilla, for the protection of the Chesapeake bay} 223»r. 
Fort Belview, desperate attack on, 67. 
Fort Bowyer, attack of, 281, 296. 
Fort Erie, see Erie. 
Fort George, taken by the Americans, 84r, 85 ; a^"^ 

tack on pickets at, 106, 109. 
Fort Schlosser, entered by the enemy, 106. 
Fort Philip, defence of, 288. 

Fort Warburton, evacuation and destruction c^y 33U 
. Ftwty-mile-creek, transactions at, 99. ^ 
Foster^ Mr. (BritisJ^ minister) departure of) 37. ^ 
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Franklin boat, brave defence of, 239. 

Frederick and Georgetown, (Md.) burned, 170, 

French-mills, affair at, 59. 

Frenchtown (Raisin) massacre of prisoners. at, 69. 

Frenchtown (Elk river) burned, 169. 

Frolic, British sloop, taken by the Wasp, 61 ; both 
sloops taken by the Poictiers, 62.* . 

Frolic, U. S, sloop, taken by the enemy, 274. 

Gaines, general, assumes the command at Erie, 25$. 

Gardner's Island, affair at, 188. 

Geiinssee river, captures on, 61, 

George's Island, landing of the enemy thereon, 183. 

Georgia legislature, proceedings of, 197. 

Georgetown burned by the«cHemy, 170. 

Ghent, negociations at, 301. 

Growler and Eagle, U. S. sloops, taken by the enemy 
on Lake Champlain, 133. 

Growler and Julia,* U. S. vessels, captured by the 
enemy on Lake Ontario, 112. 

Guerriere, British frigate, capture oft 42. 

Gun-boat No. 121, taken by the enemy, 180. 

Gun-boats near New-Orleans, taken by. the ^nemy, 
282. 

Gun-boats, attacks by, on the enemy ^lear Sandy- 
Hook and New-London, 241. 

Hamilton and Scourge, Ui S. schooners, foundered 
on Lak« Ontario, 111. 

Hampton, barbarous proceedings of the enemy at, 1 73^ 

Hardy, British commodore, blockades the coast of 
New-England, 240.. 

Harrison, ^m. Henry, appointed to the command of 
the North Western army, 66 ; takes Fort Maiden, 
123 ; pursues the enemy, 124 : overtakes and de-' 
feats him at the Moravian towns, 125 ; discharges 
the militia, 1 29 ; arrives with his army at Black- 
rock, 129. 

Harrison fort, attack of, 67, 

Havre-de-grace, transactions of the enemy at, 169- 

Historical retrospect, r 
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Hornet, U. S; sloop) blockades the Bonne Citoyenne 
in the harbour of St. Salvador, 75 / engages and 
captures the British brig of war Peacock, ib ; 
challenges captain Greene of the Bonne Citoy- 
enne, 79 • 

Hull, general, iippointed to command the North 
Western army^ 33 ; seizure of his baggage and 
hospital stores, 34 ; invades Canada, ib ; hi& proc* 
lamation, id ; transactions in Canada, 37 ; evacua^ 
tion of Canada, ib ; effect on the public mind^ 65 ; 
his trial, 215. 

Imprisonment of American citisens taken under 
arms^ on the ple^ of their being British subjects^ 
213; retaliation, ib ; report on the subject made' 
to Congress^ by the secretary of state« 2 1 3. 

Indians, North Western, expeditions against, 67; 
sue for peacey 1 24 ; inquiry by Congress respect- 
ing, 194/ southern, hostUity of, 195,- engage- 
ments with^ 195, 19«^ 198, 199, to 201; peace witb> 
311. 

Intercourse, criminal, with the enemy, 181. 

Izard, general, march o{^ from Plattsburgh to New;* 
York, 266. 

Jackson, general, commands the forces sent against 
the southern Indians, 198. 

Kent Island, in the Chesapeake^ taken possession of 
by the enemy, 182. 

La Cole, engagement at, 218. 

Lawrence, captain, blockades the Bonne Citoyennfev 
75 ; captures the brig of war Peacock, ib, death 
of, 9 1 / honours to his memory, 93, 9^ 

Lewis, commodore, drives the enemy from Long- 
Island Sound, 189 ; engages the enemy, 241. 
Lewistown, requisition on, 1 68; bombardment of, 1 69; 

Xittle York, in Canada, taken by the Americans, 83^ 
Long point, expedition to, 223. 
Lower Marlborough, burning of property at, 226. 
M'Clure, address of, to the patriots of the western 
district, 155; operations of, 155, 157, 158; justN 
fies hia conduct, 164. 
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M'KjDOD, captain, brave conduct of, 165. 
M'Donough, commodore, defeats the enemy on 
. Lake Cnamplain, 269. 
Macedonian, British fiigate, capture of, 65. 
Maguago, battle of, 41. 
IVIassasquoi bay, affair at, 146« 
Meigs, fort, attack' of, 80. 

Michilimackinac, taken by the enemy. 28 ; expedi- 
tion against, 263 ; barbarous conduct of the cnc- 
, my to prisoners, 265. 
Mims,fort, massacre of the garrison of, 196. 
Mix, Mr. attempt of, to destroy the Plantagenct by 

a torpedo, 178. 
Mobile, taken by general Wilkinson, 295. 
Moravian towns, battle at the, 125. , 
Mount Desart, affair at, 243« 
Nautilus, U. S. schooner, taken by the enemy, 27. 
Navy, list of, 21,306. 
Negroes, seizure of, 1 84. 
New-Orleans, approach of the enemy to, and. battle 

near, 282. 
New- York, meeting in thfe park of, 247 ; voluntary 

work on the fortification of, 248. 
N4l|;ara, fort, cannonade of, 54 / frontier ravaged by. 

tho enemy, 159; defence of by captain M'JSLeon, 

165 ; taken by the enemy, 159« 
Norfolk, attack of, 170 ; affair near, 185. 
North Carolina, invasion of, 178. 
0*Boyle, James, offers a reward for the head or ears 

of Admiral Cockbum, 176. 
Odeltown, engagement at, 218. 
Ogdensbur'g, bombardment of, 60. 
O'Neil, conduct of, at Havre-de-Grace, 170. 
Oswego, fort, attack of, 2i9. 
Otter-creek, defence of, 223. 
Owl-head-narrows, affair at, 186. 
Pagan creek, the enemy repulsed at, .176, 
Paris taken, 216 ; effect on the war, 216. 239 
Penny, Joshua, taken by the enemy, 189. 
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Pensacola entered by the American army, 296. ' 

Perry, commodore, defeats and captures the enemy 
on lake Erie, 117 ; statement of the force of the 
American and British fleets, 119 ; laconic letter 
121 ; co-operates with general Harrison, 123. 

Pettipaug, capture of, by the enemy, 240. 

Pike, general, death of, 83. 

Placard, 146. 

Platttfburg entered by the enemy, 133; battle at, 

271, , 

Point 'Petre, carried by' storm, 294. 

Preface, 3. 

Preparation for war, 29. 

President's message, 44. ^^jk 

President frigate, captured by the enemy, 297.^^ 

Prevost, general, proclamation by, 45. 

Prizes, number of, ca^ured during the war, 308. 

Pultneyville, enemy at, 222. 

Queenstown, (Chesapeake bay,) entered by the en- 
emy, 183. 
• Queenston, battle of, 46 to 5 1 . 

Recruiting commenced, 30. 

Reindeer, British brig, taken by the Wasp, 274. 

Rodgers, comihodore, cruise of, 22, 74, 153. 

Russian mediation, 300. 

Sacket's Harbour, attatk of, 43, 88. 

Sandhills, affair at, 183. 

Sandy creek, affair at, 221. 

Saybrook, attempt of the enemy to land at, 188. 

Scituate, enemy at, 243. 

Scuddfr's, Mr. attempt to destroy the Ij^nilies, 187. 

Smyth, general, proclamation of, 52 ; preparation 
for a descent on Canada,'^55, abandons the design, 
ib, his motives, ib, statement by general Porter, 
56 ; duel ib. reply of general Smyth to general 
Porter's statement, 57, 

Squanu enemy at, 244.' ' 

Stone/creek, battle of, 96; retreat of the American 
army, 98. 

St. Lawrence, successful cruise on, 107. 
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St. Lawrence/a British ship of* 90 guns, on lake On- 
tario, 266. 

§t Inigoes, landing of the enemy at, 238. 

St. Michael's (Chesapeake Bay) attack on, 182. 

St Mary's, capitulation of, 294. 

St. Mary^s river, transactions on, 397. 

Stonington» the enemy's dash at, 344.. 

Suspension of hostilities, 41. 

Syren, D- S. brig, capture of, by the enemy, 299. 

Tecumseh, death of, 128. 

Tennessee legislature, resolution of, 197 

Treat, captain, xlismissal from the army> 25 1 / trial 
and acquutal of, 253. 

.ljM|ty of peace ratified, 302. 

iMKd States and Macedonian, frigates, and Hornet, 
sail from New- York, 186; chased into N'ew-Loji- 
don, ib. 

Van Rensselaer enters Canada, 46 ; takes a redoubt 
on the heights of Queenston, 48 ; defeat and 
surrender of the American army, 50; treatment 
of prisoners, 51 / resignation of the general, ib ; 
report of colonel MuUanyi note, 49. 

Vermont, governor of, calls home the militia from 
the service of the United States, 193. 

Viper, United States' brig, taken by the enemy, 75. 

Vixenj U. S. brig, taken by the enemy, 65. 

War declared by proclamation, 19. 

Warren, admiral arrival of, at Halifax, 1 67 ,• off K. 
York, <d. blockades the Chesapeake bay, and Dela- 
ware, 168; blockades Long-Island sound, 192. 

Washington city, approach to, and capture of, bjr 
the enemy, 287, to 231. 

Wetherford, speech of, 21 1. 

Wilkinson general, proceeds toward Montreal, 135 ; 
abandons the design, and goes into win tec quar* 
ters, 144. 

Williamsburgh, battle of 141, 145. 

Williams, Mrs. bravery of, 135. 

Winchester, general, defeat of, at Frenchtown, 68 ; 
ipassacre of his men, 61^< 
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